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DOES THE U N T H I N K A B O U T B U R M A ? 

A s e c r e t s e s s i o n of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s H u m a n R i g h t s C o m m i s s i o n in 
G e n e v a , h e a r d on F e b r u a r y 26 the long a w a i t e d r e p o r t on B u r m a from 
t h e i r I n d e p e n d e n t E x p e r t S a d a k o O g a t a . T h e h e a r i n g w a s f o l l o w e d b y 
the C o m m i s s i o n ' s 4 3 - n a t i o n m e m b e r s , v o t i n g u n a n i m o u s l y t o c o n d e m n 
B u r m a ' s r u l i n g g o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e r e p o r t c r i t i c i z e s B u r m a ' s m i l i t a r y j u n t a for failing t o turn 
o v e r p o w e r t o d e m o c r a t i c a l l y e l e c t e d c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l s and for 
d e t a i n i n g o p p o s i t i o n m e m b e r s . It a l s o p o i n t e d out t h a t , "It is of 
u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e t h a t the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n of 
M y a n m a r r a p i d l y improve so that the p e o p l e m i g h t be a b l e to 
e x e r c i s e t h e i r p e r s o n a l r i g h t s w i t h o u t fear o f any a d v e r s e 
c o n s e q u e n c e s " 

It is an i n d i c t m e n t of t h e m e t h o d s B t m a a - e - r u l e r s u s e , when even an 
i n d e p e n d e n t o b s e r v e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , h a s her 
r e q u e s t s t u r n e d d o w n . She w a s d e n i e d a c c e s s to a n u m b e r of 
p r o m i n e n t o p p o s i t i o n l e a d e r s and n o t e s that she w a s not a l l o w e d to 
i n s p e c t d e t e n t i o n c e n t e r s a n d p r i s o n s , s o " n u m e r o u s a l l e g a t i o n s o f 
t o r t u r e and o t h e r d e g r a d i n g t r e a t m e n t " of d e t a i n e e s c o u l d not be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

T h e w h e r e a b o u t s o f N a t i o n a l L e a g u e for D e m o c r a c y (NLD) C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a r r e s t e d i n S e p t e m b e r a n d O c t o b e r 1 9 9 0 , w e r e 
still u n k n o w n at the time of h e r v i s i t , and a w e l l k n o w n N L D 
o f f i c i a l , M a u n g Ko died in p r i s o n during the v e r y w e e k she w a s in 
B u r m a , (see DAWN n o . 23, D e c . 1 9 9 0 ) 

H u m a n r i g h t s g r o u p s know of at least 100 people who have b e e n 
s e n t e n c e d to d e a t h , a l t h o u g h it is n o t k n o w n i f any of these 
s e n t e n c e s h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d o u t . 

P r o f e s s o r O g a t a ' s r e p o r t adds s t r e n g t h to the call from a r o u n d the 
w o r l d to take a c t i o n n o w . P e o p l e in B u r m a are forced to d e a l w i t h 
v i o l a t i o n s o f h u m a n rights e v e r y d a y . 1 9 9 1 i s the time t o r e m o v e 
t h e SLORC from t h e i r seat in the U N , to see the UN impose e c o n o m i c 
s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t r u l e r s w h o c a n c l a i m n o l e g i t i m a c y and t o see the 
g o v e r n m e n t c h o s e n b y the p e o p l e , given the o p p o r t u n i t y t o g o v e r n . 
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T h e d a y b e f o r e t h e F e b r u a r y 2 3 
c o u p i n T h a i l a n d , T h a i S u p r e m e 
C o m m a n d e r G e n . S u n t h o r n l e d a 
d e l e g a t i o n t o R a n g o o n . G e n . 
S u n t h o r n s a i d t h a t d u r i n g t h e i r 
m e e t i n g , G e n . S a w M a u n g h a d 
u r g e d T h a i a u t h o r i t i e s t o t a k e 
l e g a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t B u r m e s e 
m o n k s w h o e n g a g e d i n " p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t i e s " i n T h a i l a n d . 

G e n . S a w M a u n g s a i d t h a t s o m e 
o f t h e s e m o n k s h a d b e e n 
d i s r o b e d a n d h a d e s c a p e d i n t o 
T h a i l a n d w i t h t h e a i m o f 
e n g a g i n g i n p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t i e s t o t r y t o o v e r t h r o w 
t h e R a n g o o n g o v e r n m e n t . T h e y 
had b e e n a b l e t o i d e n t i f y s o m e 
o f t h e m o n k s f r o m n e w s p a p e r 
p h o t o g r a p h s t a k e n d u r i n g 
r a l l i e s i n B a n g k o k . 

T h i s c o m m e n t c o m e s at a t i m e 
w h e n B u r m a ' s M i n i s t r y f o r H o m e 
a n d R e l i g i o u s A f f a i r s w e r e 
p l a n n i n g a l a r g e r e c e p t i o n to 
e x t e n d h o n o r a r y r e l i g i o u s 
t i t l e s t o s e n i o r m o n k s f r o m 
T h a i l a n d , S r i L a n k a , N e p a l , 
J a p a n a n d E n g l a n d . A s e n i o r 
m e m b e r o f t h e T h a i S a n g h a 
S u p r e m e C o u n c i l d e c l i n e d t h e 
t i t l e for h e a l t h r e a s o n s . 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e 
c o n f e r r i n g o f t h e r e l i g i o u s 
t i t l e s p r o v o k e d c r i t i c i s m 
a m o n g s t s o c i a l c r i t i c s a n d 
a c a d e m i c s i n T h a i l a n d a s t h e y 
f e a r e d t h e m o v e w a s a p l o y b y 

t h e B u r m e s e j u n t a i n R a n g o o n 
(the S t a t e L a w a n d O r d e r 
R e s t o r a t i o n C o u n c i l ) t o try t o 
g a i n l e g i t i m a c y b y t h e p r e s e n c e 
o f B u d d h i s t f i g u r e s , and 
w h i t e w a s h i n g its a c t i v i t i e s . 

L a s t A u g u s t , t h e S L O R C w a s 
s t r o n g l y d e n o u n c e d for k i l l i n g 
two B u d d h i s t m o n k s a n d t w o 
s t u d e n t s w h o w e r e t a k i n g p a r t 
in a p e a c e f u l d e m o n s t r a t i o n in 
M a n d a l a y t o c o m m e m o r a t e t h o s e 
k i l l e d i n 1 9 8 8 . A f t e r the 
i n c i d e n t t h e S L O R C r a i d e d 
h u n d r e d s o f B u d d h i s t 
m o n a s t e r i e s a c r o s s B u r m a a n d 
a r r e s t e d a n d d i s r o b e d m o r e t h a n 
400 m o n k s a l l e g i n g t h e m o f 
c o n s p i r i n g w i t h the a n t i -
m i l i t a r y p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t . 

T h a i s o c i a l c r i t i c , S u l a k 
S i v a r a k s a s a i d t h a t t h e o f f e r 
o f t h e r e l i g i o u s t i t l e s h a d 
s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s . 
H e s a i d t h a t i f the T h a i m o n k s 
a c c e p t t h e o f f e r t o g o t o 
B u r m a , t h e y b e c o m e t o o l s o f the 
r e g i m e k n o w n t o h a v e a b u s e d 
h u m a n r i g h t s , a n a c t t h a t r u n s 
a g a i n s t b a s i c B u d d h i s t 
t e a c h i n g . 

O f t h e 6 8 s e n i o r m o n k s i n v i t e d 
to t h e c e r e m o n y , 4 f r o m f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s a t t e n d e d . O n e f r o m 
T h a i l a n d , t w o f r o m S r i L a n k a 
a n d o n e f r o m J a p a n . T h e 
a m b a s s a d o r s f r o m T h a i l a n d , S r i 
L a n k a a n d W e s t G e r m a n y a l s o 
a t t e n d e d . 
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GAS FROM BURMA TO T H A I L A N D : 
O n F e b r u a r y 2 3 , the B a n g k o k 
P o s t r e p o r t e d t h a t d u r i n g a 
v i s i t t o R a n g o o n , b y G e n e r a l 
S u n t h o r n , T h a i S u p r e m e 
C o m m a n d e r , t h e p r e v i o u s d a y , 
T h a i l a n d had a s k e d the R a n g o o n 
r e g i m e to h e l p p r o t e c t a g a s 
p i p e l i n e it is p l a n n i n g to 
b u i l d t o b r i n g B u r m e s e n a t u r a l 
g a s to feed p o w e r g e n e r a t o r s in 
K a n c h a n a b u r i P r o v i n c e . 

G e n . S u n t h o r n said the 500 k m . 
p i p e l i n e w o u l d b e l a i d from the 
G u l f of M a r t a b a n in B u r m a to 
T h r e e P a g o d a s P a s s o n the T h a i -
B u r m e s e b o r d e r . 

T h e P e t r o l e u m A u t h o r i t y o f 

T h a i l a n d ' s E x p l o r a t i o n and 
P r o d u c t i o n D e p a r t m e n t ( P T T E P ) 
is n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h R a n g o o n to 
i n v e s t i n o f f s h o r e f a c i l i t i e s 
to e x p l o r e for and p r o d u c e 
n a t u r a l g a s . P T T E P P r e s i d e n t 
T h o n g c h a t , w h o a c c o m p a n i e d G e n . 
S u n t h o r n t o t h e m e e t i n g w i t h 
the C h a i r m a n o f B u r m a ' s ruling 
c o u n c i l , G e n . Saw M a u n g , said 
t h a t t h e g a s field in t h e G u l f 
of M a r t a b a n w a s e x p e c t e d to 
y i e l d 2 5 0 - 5 0 0 m i l l i o n c u b i c 
feet of n a t u r a l g a s a d a y . He 
s a i d a f u r t h e r r o u n d of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s o n the i n v e s t m e n t 
p l a n , w o u l d b e e n t e r e d into 
w i t h R a n g o o n i n M a r c h . 
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INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AT THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: 

C A N A D A 
P o i n t e d t o g r o s s a n d s y s t e m a t i c 
h u m a n r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s and 
n o t e d t h a t b u i l d i n g d e m o c r a t i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s d e p e n d s c r u c i a l l y 
o n t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f h u m a n 
r i g h t s . 

I N D I A 
H o p e d t h a t t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 
w o u l d r e s p o n d t o t h e u r g e o f 
t h e p e o p l e t o e s t a b l i s h p e a c e 
and a d e m o c r a t i c o r d e r . 

A U S T R A L I A 
Called on c o u n t r i e s in t h e 

A s i a - P a c i f i c r e g i o n t o 
c o o p e r a t e o n h u m a n r i g h t s 
i s s u e s as a f o c u s of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n a n d n o t e s 
t h a t i n B u r m a , t h e m i l i t a r y 
r e g i m e h a s d i s r e g a r d e d t h e w i l l 
o f t h e p e o p l e . 

U N I T E D S T A T E S 
C a l l e d for t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m m u n i t y t o u r g e t h e r e g i m e t o 
r e l e a s e a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s 
a n d t o c a r r y o u t t h e r e s u l t s o f 
t h e e l e c t i o n s . 

A U S T R I A 
R e c o m m e n d e d t h a t h u m a n a b u s e s 
i n B u r m a s h o u l d b e b r o u g h t into 
o p e n s e s s i o n i n t h e C o m m i s s i o n . 

E U R O P E A N C O M M U N I T Y 
C a l l e d o n t h e r e g i m e t o 
t r a n s f e r p o w e r t o t h e e l e c t i o n 
w i n n e r s w i t h o u t d e l a y . 

A M N E S T Y I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
E x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n a b o u t 
f r e q u e n t m a s s a r r e s t s o f 
s u s p e c t e d g o v e r n m e n t o p p o n e n t s , 
m a n y w h o h a v e b e e n d e t a i n e d 
w i t h o u t c h a r g e o r t r i a l and 
o t h e r s w h o h a v e b e e n s e n t e n c e d 
to long t e r m s of i m p r i s o n m e n t 
b y m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s , w h o s e 
p r o c e d u r e s d o n o t c o n f o r m t o 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s for a 
f a i r t r i a l , a n d in the c a s e of 
d e a t h s e n t e n c e s t h e r e is no 
a p p e a l to a h i g h e r j u d i c i a l 
a u t h o r i t y . 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F 
V O L U N T A R Y A G E N C I E S 
C a l l e d o n the r e g i m e t o r e l e a s e 
the d e t a i n e d l e a d e r s and t o 
c o n v e n e t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y 
t o t r a n s f e r p o w e r t o t h e 
e l e c t e d g o v e r n m e n t . 

D E F E C T O R S 
S e v e n B u r m e s e a r m y t r o o p s 
d e f e c t e d a n d j o i n e d t h e A B S D F 
a t Pobatha. c a m p o n F e b r u a r y 1 1 . 
T h e y s a i d t h e y .had l o s t 
c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e m i l i t a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t u n d e r G e n . Saw M a u n g 
w h i c h h a s k e p t d e l a y i n g t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f p o w e r t o t h e 
l e a d e r s e l e c t e d b y t h e p e o p l e 
l a s t M a y . 

T h e g r o u p b e l o n g e d t o t h e 5 1 5 t h 
B a t t a l i o n a n d a r e a g e d b e t w e e n 

25 and 30 y e a r s o l d . K a r e n 
i n t e l l i g e n c e r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e 
t h a t t h e B u r m e s e t r o o p s w h o 
h a v e b e e n a s s i g n e d t o l a u n c h 
m i l i t a r y o f f e n s i v e s a g a i n s t t h e 
a r m e d e t h n i c r e s i s t a n c e a l o n g 
t h e T h a i - B u r m e s e b o r d e r a r e 
f a c i n g s e v e r e f o o d s h o r t a g e s 
a n d t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f h e a v y 
c a s u a l t i e s , b u t t h a t t h e S L O R C 
h a s t r i e d t o s u p p r e s s n e w s 
a b o u t t h a t s i t u a t i o n . 
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1 Feb: E a r t h q u a k e h i t s at 
0 5 : 0 9 l o c a l t i m e ( 2 1 3 9 G M T ) w i t h 
its e p i c e n t e r 80 km (50 m i l e s ) 
n o r t h o f t h e n o r t h w e s t e r n 
B u r m e s e t o w n o f H o m e m a l i n a n d 
it r e g i s t e r s six on the R i c h t e r 
s c a l e . 

5 F e b : S p e a k i n g a b o u t t h e G u l f 
W a r , L t - G e n P h o n e M y i n t , 
M i n i s t e r for H o m e & R e l i g i o u s 
A f f a i r s , s a y s t h a t t h e 
A m e r i c a n s a r e f o l l o w i n g t h e i r 
d o g m a o f b u l l y i n g a n d 
d o m i n a t i o n a n d a r e t e s t i n g 
t h e i r new t e c h n i c a l w e a p o n s , 
n o t i n t h e i r o w n c o u n t r y b u t i n 
the s o i l o f a n o t h e r c o u n t r y . 

T h e U S S t a t e 
D e p a r t m e n t ' s a n n u a l h u m a n 
r i g h t s r e p o r t s i t e s B u r m a ' s 
r e c o r d a s a m o n g t h e w o r l d ' s 
w o r s t a n d its g o v e r n m e n t a s 
a m o n g the m o s t r e p r e s s i v e . 

S o m e B u r m e s e a r m y 
s o l d i e r s i n c u r r e d into T h a i 
t e r r i t o r y , B a n K o n e K a n e 
v i l l a g e a n d l o o t e d two 
m o t o r c y c l e s , a w a t e r p u m p , an 
i n s e c t i c i d e s p r a y e r a n d a 
t e l e v i s i o n s e t . 

6 Feb: T h e f i e l d m a n a g e r of 
S i r i n T e c h n o l o g y T i m b e r 
C o m p a n y , B o o n p e n K a v o e w a t , 4 5 
a n d S u v i t V e j c h a k i j , "38 a sub-
c o n t r a c t o r w e r e s h o t d e a d b y 
s u s p e c t e d B u r m e s e m i n o r i t y 
g r o u p s , n e a r M a e H o n g Son 
P r o v i n c e a t n i g h t . 

T h e A u s t r a l i a n 
A m b a s s a d o r t o R a n g o o n , M r . 
G e o f f e r y A l l e n p r e s e n t e d 242 
b o o k s t o t h e E n g l i s h L a n g u a g e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
R a n g o o n a n d t o t h e l i b r a r y o f 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M a n d a l a y 
u n d e r t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s o f f i c i a l c u l t u r a l 
e x c h a n g e p r o g r a m . 

O n t h e o p e n i n g o f "The 

N a t i o n a l T h e a t e r " , a g i f t from 
t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , 
t h e W o r k i n g P e o p l e ' s D a i l y 
s a y s , "The j o i n t e f f o r t s m a d e 
in t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s 
g r e a t t h e a t e r w i l l s u r e l y 
c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s f u r t h e r 
e n h a n c i n g t h e c u l t u r a l e x c h a n g e 
p r o g r a m m e s b e t w e e n the two 
c o u n t r i e s . A s w e a c c e p t this 
m a g n i f i c e n t t h e a t e r , we m a k e a 
v o w t o f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t e and 
d e v e l o p g o o d n e i g h b o r l y 
r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n the two 
c o u n t r i e s and P a u k P h a w [blood 
b r o t h e r ] f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n the 
two p e o p l e s of C h i n a and 
M y a m m a r " . 

8 Feb: T h a i D e p u t y P e r m a n e n t 
S e c r e t a r y , C h a m n a n P o j a n a s a y s 
a l l B u r m e s e l i v i n g i l l e g a l l y i n 
T h a i l a n d m u s t r e p o r t t o the 
I n t e r i o r M i n i s t r y ' s D i s p l a c e d 
P e r s o n s C e n t e r b e g i n n i n g o n 
A p r i l 1 to be s e n t to a h o l d i n g 
c a m p i n R a t c h a b u r i . 

T h e e l e c t i o n c o m m i s s i o n 
o u t l a w s the N a t i o n a l P o l i t i c a l 
F r o n t for Y o u t h for h a v i n g 
c o n t a c t w i t h the B u r m a 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . 

T h e B a n g k o k P o s t 
n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t s t h e d e a t h o f 
U T i n M a u n g W i n , N L D c a n d i d a t e 
a n d U N a y W i n , a w e l l - k n o w n 
n o v e l i s t a n d l o c a l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t for the J a p a n e s e 
n e w s p a p e r A s a h i S h i m b u n . 

1 0 F e b : T h e B a n g k o k P o s t 
r e p o r t s i n a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
t h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l o f the 
F o r e s t r y D e p a r t m e n t , U Ba 
T h w i n , t h a t t h e B u r m e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t g a v e l o g g i n g 
c o n c e s s i o n s " o n l y t o the T h a i b e c a u s e 

w e s h a r e the b o r d e r , s o 
t h a t w e c a n w o r k t o g e t h e r a n d 
g e t t h e l o g s into y o u r 
c o u n t r y . " 
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1 1 Feb: T h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h 
C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e f u g e e s 
( U N H C R ) d e s c r i b e s c l a i m s by-

B u r m e s e s t u d e n t s d e t a i n e d a t 
B a n g k o k ' s i m m i g r a t i o n j a i l o f 
b e a t i n g s b y T h a i a u t h o r i t i e s a s 
e x a g g e r a t e d . 

T h e M u l t i - P a r t y 
D e m o c r a c y G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n s , 
U n i o n o f B u r m a , c a n c e l s the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n o f the P a t r i o t i c 
D e m o c r a t i c Y o u t h F r o n t ( P D Y F ) . 

T h e g r o u p aged b e t w e e n 
2 5 - 3 0 led b y S g t . K y a w K h i n e 
f r o m t h e 5 1 5 t h B a t t a l i o n 
d e f e c t e d to join the s t u d e n t s 
o f the A B S D F , a t P a b a t h a c a m p , 
o p p o s i t e T h a Song Y a n g d i s t r i c t 
o f T a k P r o v i n c e , T h a i l a n d . 

12 Feb: T h e two B u r m e s e 
h i j a c k e r s , Ye M a r n , 24 and Ye 
H t i n K y a w , 22 who f o r c e d a T h a i 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R a n g o o n - b o u n d 
f l i g h t , to land in C a l c u t t a , 
w e r e g i v e n b a i l o f 1,000 r u p e e 
e a c h from t h e i r p r i s o n i n 
C a l c u t t a , I n d i a b y Daw T h a n 
T h a n N u , a d a u g h t e r of f o r m e r 
B u r m e s e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , U N u . 

13 F e b : T h e D i s s i d e n t B u r m e s e 
s t u d e n t s w h o b l e w up a T h a i 
f i s h i n g v e s s e l r e t u r n e d 
e l e c t r o n i c e q u i p m e n t and 
f i s h i n g g e a r t a k e n o f f the 
v e s s e l , t o T h a i F i s h e r i e s 
D e p a r t m e n t . 

14 Feb: Dr T i n U, D i r e c t o r of 
the H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t o f 
M i n i s t r y of H e a l t h says in 
B u r m a , 1 , 3 5 8 p e o p l e i n f e c t e d 
w i t h t h e A I D S v i r u s w e r e found 
as of the end of 1 9 9 0 . 

T h e I n d i a n E m b a s s y in 
R a n g o o n s e n t a n o p e n l e t t e r t o 
the g o v e r n m e n t - r u n W o r k i n g 
P e o p l e ' s D a i l y , p r o t e s t i n g 
a g a i n s t f a l s e r e p o r t s o f I n d i a n 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n B u r m e s e 
a f f a i r s . [The m i l i t a r y r e g i m e 
d i d not p r i n t t h e l e t t e r , b u t 
it w a s p o s t e d on a n o t i c e b o a r d 
in f r o n t of the I n d i a n E m b a s s y 
i n d o w n t o w n R a n g o o n . ] 

1 5 F e b : T h e t h r e e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e 
D e m o c r a t i c F o r c e s , U P e t e r 
L i n b i n of the N a t i o n a l 
C o a l i t i o n G o v e r n m e n t , E m M a r t a , 
s e c r e t a r y for F o r e i g n R e l a t i o n s 
D e p a r t m e n t o f the K N U a n d D r 
T h a u n g H t u n , s e c r e t a r y o f 
F o r e i g n R e l a t i o n s D e p a r t m e n t o f 
A B S D F d e l i v e r e d s p e e c h e s i n 
S t o c k h o l m , S w e d e n , d u r i n g t h e i r 
t o u r a b r o a d to i n f o r m E u r o p e a n 
g o v e r n m e n t s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a b o u t d e v e l o p m e n t s in B u r m a . 

18 Feb: M i n i s t e r for L i v e s t o c k 
B r e e d i n g & F i s h e r i e s a n d 
A g r i c u l t u r e & F o r e s t r y , L t - G e n 
C h i t S w e o p e n s a n i r r i g a t i o n 
d e v e l o p m e n t t r a i n i n g c e n t e r in 
P e g u , 100 k m s n o r t h o f R a n g o o n , 
w o r t h US $18 m i l l i o n and 
t o t a l l y f u n d e d by the J a p a n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

20 Feb: T h e l e a d e r of the 
K a c h i n I n d e p e n d e n c e A r m y and 
K I O p a r t y c h a i r m a n , M r B r a n g 
Seng s t r o n g l y r e j e c t e d W e s t e r n 
a l l e g a t i o n s that the KIA has 
s u p p o r t e d or w a s i n v o l v e d in 
l u c r a t i v e drug t r a d e , r e p o r t s 
in t h e N a t i o n n e w s p a p e r . 

T h e I n d i a n G o v e r n m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d it had r e l e a s e d 300 
p r i s o n e r s , i n c l u d i n g 5 9 B u r m e s e 
c i t i z e n s , u n d e r a n a m n e s t y 
p r o g r a m m e . 

22 Feb: S u p r e m e C o m m a n d e r 
S u n t h o r n K o n g s o m p o n g , in his 
c a p a c i t y as c h a i r m a n of the 
T h a i - B u r m e s e B o r d e r P o l i c y 
C o m m i t t e e , l e a v e s for B u r m a for 
a o n e - d u y v i s i t a c c o m p a n y i n g a 
4 0 m e m b e r d e l e g a t i o n . 

24, F e b : T h e N a t i o n a l C o a l i t i o n 
G o v e r n m e n t of the U n i o n of 
M y a n m a r ( N C G U B ) and D e m o c r a t i c 
A l l i a n c e of B u r m a (DAB} set up 
a n A n t i - M i l i t a r y N a t i o n a l 
S o l i d a r i t y C o m m i t t e e { A M N S C ) , 
w h i c h c o m p r i s e s 14 m e m b e r s , the 

(Continued on Page. 8 )• 
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SOVIET CONCERN ABOUT BURMA'S 
ENVIRONMENT R a d i o Moscow r e p o r t s : 

R a d i o M o s c o w h a s a d d e d its 
v o i c e to the o u t r a g e at t h e 
loss o f B u r m a ' s f o r e s t s . 
" M a s s i v e B u r m e s e f o r e s t s h a v e 
b e e n e x p l o i t e d b y f o r e i g n 
l o g g i n g c o m p a n i e s w i t h o u t r u l e s 
and l i m i t a t i o n s , " it said in 
its B u r m e s e l a n g u a g e p r o g r a m o n 
F e b r u a r y 2 1 . 

T h e radio a n n o u n c e d t h a t the 
l o g g i n g c o m p a n i e s f r o m 
T h a i l a n d , J a p a n , S o u t h - K o r e a , 
the P h i l i p p i n e s and S i n g a p o r e 
have been issued l i c e n s e s for 
c u t t i n g t r e e s b u t , t h e r e are n o 
g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s m o n i t o r i n g 
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . T e a k , hard 
w o o d and o t h e r l o g s h a v e b e e n 
c u t b y the c o m p a n i e s , w i t h o u t 
r u l e s , o r d e r s o r l i m i t s . 

T h i s b r o a d c a s t f o l l o w e d a v i s i t 
on J a n u a r y 17 and 18, by a 
S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n t o B u r m a , 
h e a d e d b y D r . S e d u n o v , the 

•(Continued from Page. 7) 

D A B c h a i r m a n G e n Bo M y a as a 
c h a i r m a n , and U Win K e t t as 
g e n e r a l - s e c r e t a r y . 

26 F e b : O n l y four B u d d h i s t h i g h 
p r i e s t s from the three 
c o u n t r i e s out of 16 from five 
f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , a r r i v e in 
R a n g o o n to r e c e i v e S L O R C 
B u d d h i s t h o n o r a r y a w a r d s . O n e 
m o n k from T h a i l a n d , two from 
Sri L a n k a and one B u r m e s e m o n k 
from J a p a n a t t e n d e d . 

B u r m e s e b r o a d c a s t i n g 
S e r v i c e (BBS) a n n o u n c e s a g r o u p 
of 18 s t u d e n t s w h o fled to 
T h a i - B u r m a b o r d e r , a f t e r the 
m i l i t a r y c o u p , o n 1 8 S e p t 1 9 8 8 , 
g a v e t h e m s e l v e s u p a t the 
B u r m e s e E m b a s s y in T h a i l a n d on 
Feb 16 and a r r i v e d b a c k in 
R a n g o o n t o d a y . 

F i r s t D e p u t y C h a i r m a n o f the 
U S S R S t a t e C o m m i t t e e on 
H y d f o m e t e o r o 1 o g y . T h e 
d e l e g a t i o n d i s c u s s e d q u e s t i o n s 
and s i g n e d a c o n t r a c t r e l a t e d 
to " M y a n m a r - S o v i e t B i l a t e r a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n on S c i e t i f i c and 
C u l t u r a l E x c h a n g e P r o g r a m m e " . 
D r . S e d u n o v also spoke at an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a f f a i r s s e m i n a r , 
in w h i c h he a d d r e s s e d the 
issues of the d a n g e r of o z o n e 
d e p l e t i o n , c l i m a t i c c h a n g e and 
o t h e r m a t t e r s r e l a t e d t o 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a f f a i r s , w h i c h 
a r e t h r e a t e n i n g the s o c i a l and 
e c o n o m i c s a f e t y o f m a n k i n d . 

The i m p a c t o f i n d e s c r i m i n a n t 
l o g g i n g in n o r t h e r n B u r m a is 
now b e i n g a c k n o w l e d g e d . V a s t 
a r e a s o f n o r t h e r n B u r m a h a v e 
been p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t e d b y 
d e f o r e s t a t i o n at the h a n d s of 
C h i n e s e t i m b e r w o r k e r s . A 
n u m b e r o f r e p o r t s h a v e 
c o n f i r m e d the use of C h i n e s e 
army t r u c k s h a u l i n g logs from 
the B u r m e s e b o r d e r into Y u n n a n 
p r o v i n c e . In n o r t h e r n Shan 
S t a t e , d e f o r e s t a t i o n is also 
the r e s u l t of c l e a r i n g for 
o p i u m p o p p y c u l t i v a t i o n and 
o t h e r f o r m s of a g r i c u l t u r e . 

But T h a i logging c o m p a n i e s , w h o 
h a v e s t a r t e d p u s h i n g r o a d s 
t h r o u g h the b o r d e r f o r e s t s , to 
gain a c c e s s for their bull-
d o z e r s and t i m b e r t r u c k s are to 
b l a m e for an i n c r e d i b l e 
a c c e l e r a t i o n i n t h e 
d e f o r e s t a t i o n r a t e . R e f e r t o 
f i g u r e s p r o d u c e d b y B r i t i s h 
f o r e s t s c i e n t i s t , N o r m a n M y e r s , 
i n D A W N n o . 2 4 , D e c . 1 9 9 0 . 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l g r o u p , 
G r e e n p e a c e , s u p p o r t s that v i e w . 
"It is o b v i o u s that the o n l y 
m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m c u r r e n t l y 
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e m p l o y e d in B u r m a is for T h a i 
c o m p a n i e s t o c u t a s m a n y a s 
f a s t a s p o s s i b l e . " 

T h e r e g i o n a l f o r e s t r y o f f i c e r 
o f t h e U N F o o d and A g r i c u l t u r e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n ( F A O ) , Y . S . R a o , 
a g r e e s . H e i s a l s o q u o t e d a s 
saying' " I t ' s h e a r t r e n d i n g to 
see how s h o r t - s i g h t e d t h e y c a n 
b e " . R a o , w h o i n s p e c t e d 
c o n c e s s i o n a r e a s l a s t y e a r , and 
o t h e r s say t h a t d e s p i t e 
o f f i c i a l d e n i a l s , T h a i l o g g e r s 
a r e v o i l a t i n g v e r t i a l l y e v e r y 
r u l e o f l o g g i n g . 

T h e F A O e s t i m a t e d that the 
p r o d u c t i o n o f t e a k and o t h e r 
h a r d w o o d s i n 1989 w a s a b o u t 
9 4 4 , 0 0 0 t o n s , a n d t h a t e x p o r t 
e a r n i n g s from t e a k r o s e t o s o m e 

$ 2 0 0 m i l l i o n . T h e m a i n 
i m p o r t e r s a r e the U n i t e d 
States, Japan, Denmark and Italy. 

C u r r e n t l y a b i l l is s i t t i n g 
b e f o r e the U S C o n g r e s s , c a l l i n g 
for a to.tal b a n on t h e 
i m p o r t a t i o n o f a l l h a r d w o o d s 
i n c l u d i n g t e a k , f r o m T h a i l a n d . 
B u t B u r m a ' s t e a k f o r e s t s face 
an i n s e c u r e f u t u r e - s i n c e t e a k 
is s u c h a h i g h l y p r i z e d 
c o m m o d i t y , f o u n d in a c o u n t r y 
w h i c h p o s s e s s e s a b o u t 70% o f 
t h e w o r l d ' s s u p p l y and is 
c o n t r o l l e d b y m i l i t a r y r u l e r s 
w h o b a d l y w a n t h a r d c u r r e n c y t o 
k e e p i t s e l f w e l l a r m e d . W e c a l l 
on all c o u n t r i e s w h o d e a l in 
t i m b e r from B u r m a to e n a c t a 
t o t a l b a n . 



THAI FISHING IN BURMESE WATERS: 

T h a i w a t e r s w e r e o v e r - h a r v e s t e d 
long a g o . I n fact T h a i l a n d ' s 
w a t e r s a r e d e a d n o w . W h i l e 
a t t e m p t s a r e b e i n g m a d e t o 
b r i n g l i f e b a c k to the s e a s in 
T h a i t e r r i t o r y , T h a i l a n d i s 
f o l l o w i n g a s t a t e d p o l i c y to 
e x p l o i t t h e s t i l l r i c h s e a s o f 
n e i g h b o r i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

" B u r m e s e w a t e r s a r e v e r y 
w e a l t h y in t e r m s of food 
r e s o u r c e s , i n c o n t r a s t w i t h 
T h a i w a t e r s . T h e r e f o r e it is 
n e c e s s a r y for T h a i l a n d t o 
s e a r c h for w e a l t h i e r a r e a s . " 
(Thai F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t ) 

B u r m a i s a n o b v i o u s t a r g e t . T h e 
r u l i n g a u t h o r i t i e s i n R a n g o o n 
h a v e t u r n e d t o t h e i r n e a r 
n e i g h b o r to do d e a l s & s i g n 
c o n t r a c t s for all k i n d s of 
r e s o u r c e e x t r a c t i o n (see 
p r e v i o u s e d i t i o n s o f D A W N ) i n 
a n a t t e m p t t o e a r n q u i c k c a s h , 
w i t h l i t t l e , i f n o t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n for f u t u r e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s , t h e n c e r t a i n l y 
l i t t l e c a r e . 

I n d o c u m e n t s o b t a i n e d b y D A W N 
o u t l i n i n g the t e r m s and 
c o n d i t i o n s for f o r e i g n f i s h i n g 
v e s s e l s o p e r a t i n g i n B u r m e s e 
w a t e r s it is o b v i o u s t h a t 
s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
s e t d o w n b y the M i n i s t r y o f 
L i v e s t o c k B r e e d i n g a n d 
F i s h e r i e s . T h e s e t e r m s r e f e r t o 
c o n d i t i o n s of e n t r y of f o r e i g n 
v e s s e l s into B u r m e s e w a t e r s , 
o u t l i n i n g r e g u l a t i o n s s u c h a s 
t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f v e s s e l s , 
s u c h a s r e q u i r e d m a r k i n g s and 
l i c e n s e n u m b e r s c l e a r l y s h o w n ; 
t h e y o u t l i n e t h a t the l i c e n s e 
for e a c h v e s s e l d e t a i l s t h e 
s p e c i e s of fish t h a t can be 
f i s h e d f o r , the c a t c h s i z e and 
f i s h i n g m e t h o d s u s e d w i t h i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e s s i o n a r e a ; 

d i s t u r b a n c e o f o t h e r m a r i n e 
life is p r o h i b i t e d ; as is the 
u s e o f p o i s o n o u s o r e x p l o s i v e 
s u b s t a n c e s o r c h e m i c a l o r 
e l e c t r i c d e v i c e s for the 
p u r p o s e o f f i s h i n g ; v e s s e l s m a y 
o n l y fish in t h e i r a s s i g n e d 
a r e a s and n o f o r e i g n v e s s e l m a y 
fish i n s i d e the 12 m i l e l i m i t 
from t h e s h o r e l i n e . 

T h e s e r e g u l a t i o n s n e e d t o b e 
a g r e e d to by the f i s h i n g 
c o m p a n y s e e k i n g to o p e r a t e in 
B u r m e s e w a t e r s a n d b y t h e 
F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t b e f o r e a 
c o n c e s s i o n i s s i g n e d . T h e 
a g r e e m e n t a l s o i n c l u d e s 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t t h a t t h e r e 
s h o u l d be no l o s s or d a m a g e 
c a u s e d t o l o c a l f i s h e r m e n ' s 
v e s s e l s , g e a r or c a t c h , as a 
r e s u l t o f f o r e i g n o p e r a t i o n s , 
and t h a t e a c h v e s s e l m u s t d a i l y 
i n f o r m t h e B u r m e s e D e p a r t m e n t 
of F i s h e r i e s of the l o c a t i o n of 
the v e s s e l and d e t a i l s of the 
d a y ' s c a t c h , b y r a d i o t e l e p h o n e 
o r b y o t h e r m e a n s . 

In r e a l i t y n o n e of t h e s e 
r e g u l a t i o n s a r e a d h e r e d t o . 
H u n d r e d s o f T h a i f i s h i n g b o a t s 
are w o r k i n g in B u r m e s e w a t e r s 
" i l l e g a l l y " , t h a t i s , w i t h o u t 
h a v i n g s i g n e d a g r e e m e n t s w i t h 
the F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t , and 
e v e n t h o s e w h o h a v e s i g n e d 
a g r e e m e n t s w o r k c o m p l e t e l y 
o u t s i d e t h e i r r u l e s . M a n y 
v e s s e l s fish c l o s e t o the c o a s t 
i n s h a l l o w w a t e r s , and e x p l o i t 
the a r e a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y f i s h e d 
b y the l o c a l p e o p l e . F i s h e r i e s 
D e p a r t m e n t s t a f f a d m i t t h a t 
t h e y c a n do l i t t l e to c o n t r o l 
f i s h i n g a c t i v i t i e s - t h a t 
f i s h i n g w i l l go on l e g a l l y or 
i l l e g a l l y , n o m a t t e r . T h e t r a d e 
i s o u t o f t h e i r h a n d s . T h e 
r u l i n g m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s 
o n l y e v e r p a y l i p - s e r v i c e to 

1 0 D A W N NEWS BULLETIN 



THAI FISHING IN BURMESE WATERS: 

T h a i w a t e r s w e r e o v e r h a r v e s t e d 
l o n g a g o . I n f a c t T h a i l a n d ' s 
w a t e r s a r e d e a d n o w . W h i l e 
a t t e m p t s a r e b e i n g m a d e t o 
b r i n g l i f e b a c k t o t h e s e a s i n 
T h a i t e r r i t o r y , T h a i l a n d i s 
f o l l o w i n g a s t a t e d p o l i c y to 
e x p l o i t t h e s t i l l r i c h s e a s o f 

n e i g h b o r i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

" B u r m e s e w a t e r s a r e v e r y 
w e a l t h y i n t e r m s o f food 
r e s o u r c e s , i n c o n t r a s t w i t h 
T h a i w a t e r s . T h e r e f o r e i t i s 
n e c e s s a r y for T h a i l a n d t o 
s e a r c h for w e a l t h i e r a r e a s . " 
( T h a i F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t ) 

B u r m a i s a n o b v i o u s t a r g e t . T h e 
r u l i n g a u t h o r i t i e s i n R a n g o o n 
h a v e t u r n e d t o t h e i r n e a r 
n e i g h b o r to do d e a l s & s i g n 
c o n t r a c t s for a l l k i n d s o f 
r e s o u r c e e x t r a c t i o n (see 
p r e v i o u s e d i t i o n s o f D A W N ) i n 
a n a t t e m p t t o e a r n q u i c k c a s h , 
w i t h l i t t l e , i f n o t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n for f u t u r e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s , t h e n c e r t a i n l y 
l i t t l e c a r e . 

I n d o c u m e n t s o b t a i n e d b y D A W N 
o u t l i n i n g t h e t e r m s and 
c o n d i t i o n s for f o r e i g n f i s h i n g 
v e s s e l s o p e r a t i n g i n B u r m e s e 
w a t e r s it is o b v i o u s t h a t 
s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s h a v e b e e n 
s e t d o w n b y t h e M i n i s t r y o f 
L i v e s t o c k B r e e d i n g a n d 
F i s h e r i e s . T h e s e t e r m s r e f e r t o 
c o n d i t i o n s o f e n t r y o f f o r e i g n 
v e s s e l s into B u r m e s e w a t e r s , 
o u t l i n i n g r e g u l a t i o n s s u c h a s 
t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f v e s s e l s , 
s u c h a s r e q u i r e d m a r k i n g s a n d 
1 i c e n s e n u m b e r s c l e a r l y s h o w n ; 
t h e y o u t l i n e t h a t t h e l i c e n s e 
for e a c h v e s s e l d e t a i l s the 
s p e c i e s o f f i s h t h a t c a n b e 
f i s h e d f o r , t h e c a t c h size a n d 
f i s h i n g m e t h o d s u s e d w i t h i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e s s i o n a r e a ; 

d i s t u r b a n c e o f o t h e r m a r i n e 
l i f e is p r o h i b i t e d ; as is t h e 
u s e o f p o i s o n o u s o r e x p l o s i v e 
s u b s t a n c e s o r c h e m i c a l o r 
e l e c t r i c d e v i c e s for the 
p u r p o s e o f f i s h i n g ; v e s s e l s m a y 
o n l y f i s h i n t h e i r a s s i g n e d 
a r e a s a n d n o f o r e i g n v e s s e l m a y 
f i s h i n s i d e t h e 12 m i l e l i m i t 
from t h e s h o r e l i n e . 

T h e s e r e g u l a t i o n s n e e d t o b e 
a g r e e d to by t h e f i s h i n g 
c o m p a n y s e e k i n g t o o p e r a t e i n 
B u r m e s e w a t e r s a n d b y the 
F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t b e f o r e a 
c o n c e s s i o n i s s i g n e d . T h e 
a g r e e m e n t a l s o i n c l u d e s 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t t h a t t h e r e 
s h o u l d be no l o s s or d a m a g e 
c a u s e d t o l o c a l f i s h e r m e n ' s 
v e s s e l s , g e a r or c a t c h , as a 
r e s u l t o f f o r e i g n o p e r a t i o n s , 
a n d t h a t e a c h v e s s e l m u s t d a i l y 
i n f o r m t h e B u r m e s e D e p a r t m e n t 
o f F i s h e r i e s o f the l o c a t i o n o f 
t h e v e s s e l and d e t a i l s o f the 
d a y ' s c a t c h , b y r a d i o t e l e p h o n e 
o r b y o t h e r m e a n s . 

In r e a l i t y n o n e of t h e s e 
r e g u l a t i o n s a r e a d h e r e d t o . 
H u n d r e d s o f T h a i f i s h i n g b o a t s 
a r e w o r k i n g i n B u r m e s e w a t e r s 
" i l l e g a l l y " , t h a t is, w i t h o u t 
h a v i n g s i g n e d a g r e e m e n t s w i t h 
t h e F i s h e r i e s D e p a r t m e n t , a n d 
e v e n t h o s e w h o h a v e s i g n e d 
a g r e e m e n t s w o r k c o m p l e t e l y 
o u t s i d e t h e i r r u l e s . M a n y 
v e s s e l s f i s h c l o s e t o the c o a s t 
i n s h a l l o w w a t e r s , a n d e x p l o i t 
the a r e a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y f i s h e d 
b y the l o c a l p e o p l e . F i s h e r i e s 
D e p a r t m e n t s t a f f a d m i t t h a t 
t h e y c a n d o l i t t l e t o c o n t r o l 
f i s h i n g a c t i v i t i e s - t h a t 
f i s h i n g w i l l g o o n l e g a l l y o r 
i l l e g a l l y , n o m a t t e r . T h e t r a d e 
i s o u t o f t h e i r h a n d s . T h e 
r u l i n g m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s 
o n l y e v e r p a y l i p - s e r v i c e t o 
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s , a n d 
o n l y p a y i n t e r e s t t o t h e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n f i s h i n g c o n c e s s i o n 
a n d r o y a l t y f e e s m a k e t o t h e i r 
f o r e i g n e x c h a n g e e a r n i n g s . 

H o w l o n g w i l l t h e w a t e r s o f 
B u r m a s u s t a i n s u c h r a m p a n t 
e x p l o i t a t i o n ? N o t o n l y d o t h e 
u n r e s t r i c t e d a c t i v i t i e s o f T h a i 
f i s h i n g b o a t s h a v e d i s a s t r o u s 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n s e q u e n c e s b u t 
a s n o t e d i n p r e v i o u s e d i t i o n s 
o f D A W N , t h e f i s h i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s w h o h a v e r e l i e d o n 
l o c a l f i s h i n g r e s o u r c e s f o r 
g e n e r a t i o n s a r e n o w l i t e r a l l y 
f a c i n g s t a r v a t i o n . L o c a l 
f i s h i n g f a m i l i e s w h o h a v e a n 
i n t e r e s t i n m a i n t a i n i n g t h e 
r i c h n e s s o f t h e o c e a n s t h e y 
l i v e b y , s h o w s i g n s o f 
m a l n u t r i t i o n a n d p r o t e i n 
d e f i c i e n c y . M a n y o f t h e s e 
v i l l a g e r s , d i s p l a c e d b y t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e T h a i f i s h i n g 
b o a t s , h a v e b e e n f o r c e d t o m o v e 
i n l a n d to s e e k a new 
l i v e l i h o o d . 

C o m p a r e d t o t h e s m a l l v e s s e l s 
and l o c a l l y p r o d u c e d f i s h i n g 
g e a r , u s e d b y t h e l o c a l f i s h i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s , t h e T h a i b o a t s 
w i t h t h e i r m o d e r n s o n a r a n d 
r a d a r e q u i p m e n t and e l e c t r o n i c 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f a c i l i t i e s 
c o m p l e t e l y c h a n g e t h e n a t u r e o f 
c a t c h i n g f i s h . H e a v y m i n i n g o f 
the s e a s h a s b e e n r e p o r t e d 
k i l l i n g a l l s p e c i e s i n t h e 
a r e a , a n d d e s t r o y i n g t h e 
e c o s y s t e m for y e a r s t o c o m e . 
U s i n g e x p l o s i v e d e v i c e s , t h e 
b o a t s t h e n c o m e i n and c o l l e c t 
t h e l a r g e f i s h t h e y w a n t f r o m 
t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e w a t e r . 

E t h n i c m i n o r i t y p e o p l e s s u c h a s 
t h e K a r e n ( K N U ) and t h e M o n 
( N M S P ) h a v e l o n g p r o t e s t e d 
a b o u t t h e s e p r a c t i c e s t o T h a i 
f i s h i n g c o m p a n i e s . I n w o r k i n g 
w i t h t h e s e l o c a l v i l l a g e r s , 

A B S D F h a s a l s o b e e n a b l e t o 
w i t n e s s t h e p o v e r t y i m p o s e d o n 

t h e m as a r e s u l t of S L O R C d e a l s 
s t r u c k w i t h T h a i f i s h i n g 
c o m p a n i e s . L o c a l f i s h i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s a s k e d A B S D F t o s t o p 
T h a i b o a t s d e s t r o y i n g t h e i r 
l i v e l i h o o d , b u t T h a i c o m p a n i e s 
w o u l d n o t r e s p o n d t o t h e s e 
i s s u e s , 

T o e x p r e s s t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f 
t h i s p r o t e s t A B S D F t r o o p s t o o k 
o v e r a T h a i f i s h i n g v e s s e l , 
b e l o n g i n g t o the N a r o n g C a n n i n g 
C o m p a n y . A B S D F d e m a n d e d t h e 
c o m p a n y a b i d e b y t h e r u l e o f 
s t a y i n g o u t s i d e t h e 12 m i l e 
l i m i t a n d s t o p t h r e a t e n i n g the 
r i g h t s o f t h e l o c a l p e o p l e . T h e 
A B S D F t r o o p s a l s o w a n t e d t o 
d r a w w o r l d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e s t r u c t i o n 
c a u s e d b y t h e s e T h a i f i s h i n g 
p r a c t i c e s a n d t o t h e fact t h a t 
m o n e y e a r n e d f r o m f o r e i g n 
i n v e s t m e n t s g o e s d i r e c t l y to a 
m i l i t a r y t o s u p p r e s s and k i l l 
B u r m e s e p e o p l e . 

A B S D F d e m a n d e d c o m p e n s a t i o n for 
t h e l o c a l p e o p l e . H o w e v e r , the 
c o m p a n y d i d n o t n e g o t i a t e w i t h 
A B S D F i n g o o d f a i t h . T h e y 
s t a l l e d for t i m e , w h i l e t h e y 
c a l l e d t h e B u r m e s e N a v y t o 
i n t e r v e n e , W h e n t h e N a v y 
l a u n c h e d a n o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t 
t h e s t u d e n t h e l d b o a t , A B S D F 
r e m o v e d t h e v a l u a b l e e q u i p m e n t 
from t h e v e s s e l a n d b l e w i t u p . 
E l e c t r o n i c e q u i p m e n t w a s l a t e r 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e o w n e r s . 

W h o s t a n d s u p t o p r o t e c t t h e 
r i g h t s o f p e o p l e i n B u r m a ? 
A B S D F c a l l s o n t h e w o r l d t o 
b o y c o t t e c o n o m i c c o n t a c t w i t h 
t h e S L O R C r e g i m e . W h i l e t h e y 
s i g n c o n t r a c t s w i t h f o r e i g n 
c o r p o r a t i o n s a n d g o v e r n m e n t s , 
t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
o f B u r m a a r e b e i n g d e s t r o y e d . 
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MILITARY COUP IN THAILAND 
T h e N a t i o n , r e p o r t e d t h a t 
" B u r m e s e j u n t a l e a d e r Saw 
M a u n g , w h o h a s b e e n c r i t i s e d b y 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t y for 
h i s d i c t a t o r i a l r u l e , 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d h i s T h a i 
c o u n t e r p a r t , G e n , S u n t h o r n 
K o n g s o m p o n g , f o r h i s 'noble 
p e r f o r m a n c e . . . i n s a v i n g t h e 
[ p o l i t i c a l ] s i t u a t i o n i n 
T h a i l a n d ' " . 

T h e m e s s a g e w a s c o n v e y e d 
t h r o u g h B u r m e s e A m b a s s a d o r t o 
T h a i l a n d U N y u n t S w e w h o m a d e a 
c o u r t e s y c a l l o n S u n t h o r n , a t 
t h e S u p r e m e C o m m a n d 
H e a d q u a r t e r s , 6 d a y s a f t e r t h e 
c o u p . 

B u r m a w a s t h e s e c o n d c o u n t r y , 
a f t e r C h i n a t o h a v e e x t e n d e d 
d e f a c t o r e c o g n i t i o n t o the 
N a t i o n a l P e a c e K e e p i n g C o u n c i l 
w h i c h s e i z e d p o w e r o n F e b r u a r y 
2 3 , 

T h e e n v o y q u o t e d S u n t h o r n a s 
e x p r e s s i n g h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n and 
p l e d g i n g t o w o r k for b e t t e r 
t i e s b e t w e e n t h e two c o u n t r i e s . 
T h e B u r m e s e e n v o y s a i d h e w a s 
" q u i t e c o n f i d e n t t h a t o u r 
b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s a r e 
i m p r o v i n g a l l t h e t i m e . " U 
N y u n t S w e a l s o t h a n k e d G e n . 
S u n t h o r n for m a k i n g a o n e - d a y 
v i s i t to R a n g o o n on F e b r u a r y 22 
- t h e d a y b e f o r e he s t a g e d t h e 
c o u p a g a i n s t t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f 
G e n . C h a t i c h a i C h o o n h a v e n . 

A w e l l - k n o w n e l d e r s t a t e s m a n , 
an e x - p r i m e m i n i s t e r in 
T h a i l a n d , G e n . K u k r i t m a d e a 
n u m b e r o f c o m m e n t s r e l a t i n g t o 
t h e s e t t i n g up of a c i v i l i a n 
i n t e r i m g o v e r n m e n t , f o l l o w i n g 
t h e c o u p in B a n g k o k . He is a l s o 
q u o t e d a s s a y i n g t h a t h e h o p e s 
T h a i l a n d w o u l d n o t b e a n o t h e r 
B u r m a , and t h a t o p e n e l e c t i o n s 

c a n b e h e l d s o o n . 

A r e T h a i l a n d a n d B u r m a the same 
now? 

* T h e m a i n r e a s o n g i v e n for t h e 
m i l i t a r y c o u p i n T h a i l a n d , w a s 
t h a t m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n w a s 
n e e d e d in o r d e r to r e m o v e a 
c o r r u p t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and 
r e i n t r o d u c e d e m o c r a c y for the 
p e o p l e . 

I n B u r m a , t h e c o u p o n l y e n f o r c e d 
t h e t o t a l i t a r i a n p o w e r o f t h e 
p r e v i o u s r u l e r s , 

^ B e f o r e t h e c o u p , T h a i s c o u l d 
p a r t i c i p a t e in a m u l t i - p a r t y , 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y s y s t e m , t h e y 
c o u l d g a i n t h e b e n e f i t s o f a n 
o p e n , d e c e n t r a l i s e d e c o n o m i c 
s y s t e m , a n d t h e y c o u l d e n j o y 
b a s i c h u m a n r i g h t s . 

I n B u r m a , e v e n w h e n e l e c t i o n s 
w e r e p r o m i s e d , t i g h t 
r e s t r i c t i o n s w e r e p l a c e d o n any 
f o r m o f p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n 
o r a c t i v i t i e s , the e c o n o m i c 
s y s t e m h a s for m a n y y e a r s b e e n 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g d u e t o c o r r u p t 
and i n c o m p e t e n t m i l i t a r y 
c o n t r o l , a n d B u r m e s e h a v e long 
b e e n d e n i e d b a s i c h u m a n r i g h t s , 
i n c l u d i n g f r e e d o m o f e x p r e s s i o n 
and a s s o c i a t i o n , f r e e d o m from 
a r b i t a r y a r r e s t and t o r t u r e , 
e v e n t h e r i g h t t o l i f e i t s e l f . 

*In T h a i l a n d , the c o u p w a s 
b l o o d l e s s . 
I n B u r m a , A m n e s t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e s t i m a t e s t h a t m o r e t h a n 1000 
p e o p l e w e r e k i l l e d i n the 
i m m e d i a t e a f t e r m a t h o f the 
c o u p , s h o t d e a d o n t h e s t r e e t s 
o r d r a g g e d from t h e i r h o m e s o r 
tea s h o p s and e x e c u t e d . 

* T h a i m e m b e r s o f p a r l i a m e n t a r e 
t o h a v e t h e i r f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

(Continued on Page. 1 3 ) * 
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DEATH OF A BURMESE JOURNALIST: 

U N a y W i n , l o c a l c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
for t h e J a p a n e s e n e w s p a p e r , the 
A s a h i S h i m b u n , d i e d o f 
c i r r h o s i s of t h e l i v e r in 
J a n u a r y . D i p l o m a t s s a y h i s 
c o n d i t i o n w o r s e n e d a f t e r h e w a s 
i n t e r r o g a t e d l a t e last y e a r and 
his g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d h o u s e w a s 
t a k e n a w a y . 
"It w a s n o t b e c a u s e o f p h y s i c a l 
a b u s s e s d u r i n g h i s 
i n t e r r o g a t i o n . B u t i t s e e m s 

t h a t h e w a s s o d i s h e a r t e n e d b y 
h i s t r e a t m e n t a n d the l o s s o f 
h i s h o u s e t h a t the o l d p r o b l e m s 
r e s u r f a c e d , " o n e d i p l o m a t s a i d . 
T h e W o r k i n g P e o p l e ' s D a i l y , 
r e p o r t e d d u r i n g its c o v e r a g e o f 
S L O R C ' s 1 0 6 t h P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e 
( O c t . 1 9 , 1 9 9 0 ) , t h a t U N a y W i n 
a s k e d if the S L O R C had m a d e a n y 
a r r a n g e m e n t s to issue a 
s c h e d u l e a s r e g a r d s its 
D e c l a r a t i o n N o . 1 / 9 0 . H e a l s o 
a s k e d the S L O R C t o r e l e a s e n e w s 
in c o n n e c t i o n to r u m o u r s t h a t 4 
p e o p l e , M y o K h i n , H k u n S a i , 
S i t h u , and K y a w H t a y had d i e d 
in a c o m m o t i o n in I n s e i n 
P r i s o n , w h e n s e c u r i t y u n i t 
m e m b e r s t r i e d t o b r i n g the 
s i t u a t i o n u n d e r c o n t r o l . 

H e w a s i n t e r r o g a t e d b e c a u s e h i s 
r e p o r t i n g w a s c o n s i d e r e d t o b e 
too s y m p a t h e t i c t o the N a t i o n a l 
L e a g u e for D e m o c r a c y . H i s son 
is a m e m b e r of the p a r t y and 
h a s b e e n d e t a i n e d b y the 
a u t h o r i t i e s . 
U N a y W i n , a g e d 6 0 , w a s a l s o a 
w e l l - k n o w n n o v e l i s t . 

• (Continued from Page. 12) 

In B u r m a , t h e r u l e r s for t h e 
p a s t 3 d e c a d e s c o n t i n u e to 
e n j o y s p e c i a l f i n a n c i a l 
p r i v i l e g e s , a n d a r e a m a s s i n g 
g r e a t p e r s o n a l f o r t u n e s . 

* W i t h i n 2 w e e k s of the c o u p , an 
i n t e r i m g o v e r n m e n t h e a d e d by a 
man r e g a r d e d for h i s i n t e g r i t y 
and p r i n c i p l e s w a s f o r m e d . 

B u r m a is y e t to see a n y c h a n g e 
i n g o v e r n m e n t r u l e , a l m o s t two 
and a h a l f y e a r s a f t e r the 
c o u p , and 8 m o n t h s a f t e r t h e 
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m a i n o p p o s i t i o n p a r t y (the 
N a t i o n a l L e a g u e for D e m o c r a c y ) 
w o n an o v e r w h e l m i n g 80% of the 
N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y s e a t s . 

In a s p e e c h g i v e n by G e n . Saw 
M a u n g , j u s t b e f o r e the M a y 1990 
e l e c t i o n s , h e s a i d , "The m u l t i -
p a r t y s y s t e m . . . e m a n a t e s from 
the force o f l a w . T h a t f o r c e o f 
law w a s i n e f f e c t i v e . W h a t w e 
a r e u s i n g is the f o r c e of 
p o w e r . H o w e v e r , w e u s e law a s 
m u c h a s p o s s i b l e . W e a r e u s i n g 
b o t h f o r c e of law and f o r c e of 
p o w e r . W e a r e not d e m o n s . W e 
a r e s o l d i e r s . " 
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L/FE IN BURMA TODAY 
Myanmar Just After the Election 
By Shinichi Asabe 

Great Disparity of Wealth 
"The government is a thief!" cried U Than Win 
(fictitious name), a former navy captain who has 
been to Japan about 20 times, clenching his fists 
with all his might. Three years ago, three 
denominations of bank notes were suddenly abolished 
and in an instant the savings of ordinary people 
became rubbish. "I thought big notes could be 
dangerous," he continued, "so I kept a lot money in 
twenty-five kyat notes which went ' poof and 
vanished into thin air!" 

The Burmese people were infuriated by this abrupt 
action, and their anger over the 1987 demonetization 
helped fuel the demonstrations from July to October 
1988. 

During the recent election campaign, U Than Win 
was disgusted by an accident that happened to him. 
"A candidate of the ruling party called at my ones. 
How dirty their tactics are!" U Tha Win's house is 
surrounded by tropical trees in a high-class 
residential area of Yangon. Since he served for 
more than 40 years both in the navy and with 
merchant ships, Captain Than Win has gotten by 
financially without any great difficult even during the 
impoverished years of the Ne Win regime. 

Just in front of this affluent neighborhood there is a 
squalid slum. There, U San Maung (fictitious 

name), a 35 year-old bricklayer, lives with his 
family of six in a small house with a nipa roof. 
Their only light is from an oil lamp. U San 
Maung's smoothly salary is 800 kyats. His brother 
works as a shop attendant and earns 250 kyats. His 
sister beings in 300 kyats from her work as a 
maid. They all live together. Their combined 
income of 1,350 kyats is equivalent to only 4,000 
yen on the black market. "Even putting all our 
salaries together, we can't buy anything except 
food." U San Maung said. In contrast. Captain 
Than Win has a car, a stereo, an electric fan and 
many other modem appliances, all made in Japan. 

A Japanese watch costs five times the bricklayer's 
monthly salary. A television costs as much as his 
income lor three years. Slums and houses full of 
imported items are neighbors standing side by side. 
This great disparity in wealth is constantly faced in 
the streets of Yangon. 

The captain's family, rich by local standards, 
nevertheless has an aching worry. Their daughter 
who supported the "star of the Democratic 
Movement." Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. is in prison 
even now for her "political crimes." A Burning Vote 

"Please follow my car," a young man whispered to 
my driver. Forty minutes later we were still driving 
around to make sure we were not being followed. 
We saw the same lake on our left three different 
times. At last we arrived at the house of Dr. Hla 
Aung (fictitious name), a 52 year-old lawyer. Nine 
executive committee members of the All Burma 
Federation of Student Unions were already there. 

"Stand up!" someone suddenly shouted. The teacher 
gallantly read aloud their demands. "One: to call a 
first session within one and a half months. Two: to 
invest the Diet with full power. Three: to legalize 
the union of the students and workers. Four: to 
stop the civil war immediately. Five: to form a 
civilian Cabinet. Six..." They were resolved to send 
this letter to General Saw Maung, who rose to 
power in the brutal 1988 coup. 

"Even before we ever appear in court," said Dr 
Aung, who has been advising citizens and students 
since the demonstrations two years ago, "it is 
transparently clear that we will lose every case. 
Although we inherited our civil and criminal legal 
system from the English, our courts are powerless in 
the face of martial law." Thoughtfully, he began to 
peel mangoes for the student leaders who seemed 
just like his own children. 

As the election date drew near, tremendous fires 
mysteriously broke out in numerous places around 
Yangon. Those conflagrations destroyed thousands 
of homes and seemed to be centered around houses 
which were giving shelter to students. The residents 
of the burned-out dwellings were moved to new 
satellite zones outside the city. Other city-dwellers 
were forced to move under the guise of "urban 
redevelopment." 

We visited Shwe Pyi Thar ("Village of Happiness"), 
a satellite town to which many people were 
relocated after one of those unexplained blazes. It 
is a full 30 kilometers from Yangon. A 37 year-old 
state factory worker talked to me as we stood in a 
vast expanse of rice fields. 

"I went to vote," he said, "but I had to go back to 
the polling place near where my old house had 
stood because my name wasn't on the roll of this 
place. That day my wife and I left at five o 'clock 
in the morning with many of our neighbors. We 
had to go to the polling station." 

In Yangon, the turnout for the election was as high 
as 70 percent. The people of the new satellite 
towns overcome many obstacles to cast their 
"burning votes." 
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RESPONSE FROM EUROPE 

People from around the world recognize that SLORC 
is not the legal government of Burma, and that the 
SLORC, through the military, continues to carry out 
arrests without evidence, trials by military tribunals, 
executions and long- term prison sentences. 

Following is the response of the European Parliament 
to this situation in Burma. 

Common motion lor a resolution on the democratic 
crisis in Burma by the European Parliament. 
September 12, 1990 

The European Parliament. 

A. Recalling that 8,000 civilians were killed in 
1988 during demonstrations calling for free and fair 
elections in Burma, 

B. Noting that, as a result ol the general election. 
which we eventually held on 27 May 1990. 80% of 
the votes cast, as well as a substantial overall 
majority ol the seats in the Constituent Assembly, 
were won by the National League lor Democracy, 

C. Noting that U Tin U, the President of the 
National League for Democracy is currently being 
held as a political prisoner, serving three years hard 
labor, and that the General Secretary, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, is still under house arrest, 

D. Concerned at reports ol the widespread use of 
torture by the authorities and of prisoners being 
sentenced to death alter summary trials. 

E. Deeply concerned that, three months alter the 
holding of these elections, the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council has failed to convene the 
Constituent Assembly or hand over the government 
to the National League lor Democracy, 

F. Aware that 18 September has been set by the 
National League for Democracy as the deadline by 
which the Constitution must be implemented and the 
Constituent Assembly convened, 

G. Noting the frustration of the Burmese people 
who voted in free and fair elections for multi-party 

democracy: 

H. Fearing a repetition of the violence of 1988. 
unless democracy is instituted; 

1. Calls on the State Law and Order Council to 
transfer the government, without further delay, to the 
elected representatives in the Constituent Assembly 
and to release U Tin U, Aung San Suu Kyi and 
other political prisoners immediately; 

2. Condemns the killings of peaceful demonstrators 
and of members of ethnic minorities by the security 
forces and calls for independent investigations into 
the reported extra-judicial executions and for the 
commutation of all death sentences; 

3. Calls on its President and on the Council and 
the Commission to intervene with the Burmese 
military rulers to demand that all political prisoners 
be released and that the Constituent Assembly be 
established, and on the Foreign Ministers of the 
Twelve to use diplomatic pressure to secure a 
peaceful transition to multi- party democracy; 

4. Calls on the Japanese and Thai Governments to 
do all in their power to dissuade their nationals from 
continuing to destroy the Burmese tropical forests; 
and on the Thai Government to ban the export of 
arms to Burma, at least until power has been 
transferred to a democratically elected government; 

5. Calls on the Commission to impose a temporary 
ban on the import of Burmese hardwoods, including 
hardwood products processed in Thailand, until this 
logging is properly regulated; 

6. Calls on the Commission to establish contacts 
with a new elected government of Burma, as soon 
as it has been established, with a view to 
elaborating a comprehensive program of development 
aid and trade cooperation; 

7. Instructs its President to forward this resolution 
to the Commission, the Council, the Foreign 
Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation and to the 
National League for Democracy and the State Law 
and Order Restoration Council in Burma, as well as 
to the Government of Thailand. 
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A N I N T E R V I E W 
One of the NLD members who left Rangoon to 
avoid detention by SLORC authorities, recently 
arrived in Bangkok and was interview by Dawn. 
Following are some of his comments. 

"In Burma today, the people feel hopeless. In May 
they expressed their true feelings through the 
elections, but have never been able to reap the 
benefits of this election. The people were very 
courageous during the elections. On Coco Island 
which is under very tight control of the SLORC, the 
man who ran in the elections under the NLD 
banner, won a resounding victory in the polls. This 
is what the people wanted to show SLORC. The 
people do not want SLORC in power!" 

"Concerning foreign investments, the people know 
that these investments only benefit a few of the top 
ruling people. All the majority of the people can 
do is look at the consumer goods which are now 
appearing in the country. I would say that over 
99% of the people oppose these foreign 
investments. Economic sanctions against SLORC are 
good and necessary." 

"All of the people in Burma are "prisoners of 
conscious". Not only those in prisons. Nobody can 
openly say what they want to say, so they are prisoners 

of conscious, with their thoughts locked 
away." 

"The anger of the people against SLORC is 
growing. Someday the fury of the people may 

explode. Dictators rule by fear, and the people 
allow dictators to rule because they are afraid. 
They feel alone, and this makes their fear 
unbearable. When they start to unite, they lose their 
fear and gain strength. That is when the dictators 
lose their iron grip over the country and must step 
down." 

"There is a rumor going around Rangoon that the 
SLORC leaders are preparing to move to an island 
in the rivers which outline the Golden Triangle. 
This island has been leased by a Thai company for 
30 years, and the Thai company is going to build a 
large resort there. Actually the island is in Burmese 
territory, but will be owned by the Thai company 
for 30 years. When the SLORC can no longer hold 
onto power, the rumor is that they will all flee to 
this island where they can live comfortably and 
safely, and probably get involved in the opium trade 
there." 

"We must develop alternative leaders for the 
people. Then SLORC can not manipulate things so 
easily by arresting the national leaders. If we 
develop more leaders, we can always tell SLORC, 
' We still have more leaders. You can destroy our 
movement simply by arresting us." 

"Dr. Sen Win (The Prime Minister of the new 
coalition government) is a very good man. He is 
one of those alternative national leaders. He can 
help unify us." 

V 


