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IN A DEMOCRATIC ECONOMY
THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE COMES FIRST

In our thinking, a truIY democratic economy is not based so much on free enterprise as it is based on
economic justice lor all the peaple.

In a free enterprise sy_st_em, there 1S strong competition in which the lew strongest win and the majority
who do not have sufficient power becomé even more powerless, This IS In contradiction to a democratic
gy&comélﬁ where all people have equal voice and equal rights, where decisions are based on majority

val.

Strangely, it seems that there is little discussjon in the world today about the creation of a trulﬁl democratic
gconomic sKstem. With political trends m,ovm? more and more towrads democratic reforms, why 1s not
more thought given to democratic economic reforms as well?

There has been a strong reaction from Thailand against US, Senator Mo%/nihan's bill 88822) which, if
prss_Td, would ban the Tmport ol Burmese marine dand w(?od products which have been produced In

ailand and elsewhere.  The criticism 1s that, under a emocHatm system, a country or ?] private company
shoula_have the right to trade with whomever they choose, and no one should Pres ure then {0 do
otherwise. Where 15 the democratic right ol the majority In the concept suggested by this criticism?

Plodprasop Suraswadi, Pwector g_eneral of the Thai Fisheries Department rai?es the guestion, "Does Mr.
Moynihan_ ever think of the Thal people and the latter's reaction to the bill?" This 1s a valid question,
and” the, Thai_people should he queried about it. Perhaps they would not agree with their country's
economic poliCies towards Burma.

At the same time, we_fee|] compelled to ask Mr. Plodprasop, 'Do you ever think ol the Burmese people
and their. reaction {0 Thaﬂand'spmvest,ments in their cguntrye’?" Th¥s to%em a vahdd qt%estlon, and |P aptruly

democratic economic sxstem_ IS to be In practice here, a survey should be done and the people allowed to
decide lor or against these investments.

An economic system based on the right of a big company to invest in anyway they wish, with an
dictator, ané wm\out ﬁ1e consent of the people, QS notpgu\(lt on a ?oundano o¥ (pe ocracy. d

Democracy is not hased on the riPhts of a minority, or the profits of a lew, but must be built on political,
economic “and social justice for all" ol the people.

§ i

"Dawn". PO Box 1352, Bangkok 10500, Thailand
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MANDALAY SITUATION

On the 16th ol Feb 1990. several hundred monks
Irom Mandalay came out on the streets ard marched
in a long line" during the early morning to receive
donations ol lood from the péople, Many peaple in
Mandalay came_out to donate lood to monks in
honor of the 17 martyrs who were killed by the
military in Mandalay “during 1988.

The military authorities in Mandalay took video
taﬁes of the long line of the monks and the people
who donated food to the monks. Later, some of the
people who donated food to the monks, were
arrested by the military without charge.

Many of the student activists, political leaders and
members, and other people have been arrested,
tortured and sentenced by military tribunals in
Mandalay. Most ol them were arrested, tortured and
sentenced, but it is not because of violating the
criminal faw. . The have been arrested only because
ol their activities in political groups, their” movement
against the military regime, or their activities to
réstore human rights in Burma. Whether violent or
non-violent, they were arrested.

Sources in Mandalay say that the National Politic
Front has been the higgest oppogition political Rarty
in Upper Burma. Later the military regime charged
that It was infiltrated by the Burma”Communist
’Filarty fgnéjg banned the NPF party on the 22nd of

v :

Sources from Mandalay say that many of the people
who control the businéss in Mandala% are Chinese
and some of them do not even speak Burmese.
They also have no identity cards. Most_of them get
moriey from smug%mg drugs and {ade. They have™a
ot of money but”; e% canniof use the money easily,
because they got it through illegal wagys. These
sources. say” that, after thé coup™on 18th Sept, 1988,
the military allowed everybody to do_business in
Mandalay If they can pay the tax. So, many
Chinese “came to Mandalay and bought identity cards
from the Mandalay SLORC and land from reSidents
in Mandalay. At that time their money became
legal and_ they can do_business and compete with
local businesSmen easily. o

At the beginning of this year, the military issued an
order that"all péople have to pay tax before the 3Lst
April 1990. If they have not yet paid their tax,
they have to give 25% of theif money to SLORC
and they do riot need to explain how" they got the
money. “One of the businessmen said that”the price
of land in Mandalay has gone up about 20 times

now. For examﬁle, land which was once 200,000
Kyats, is now about 4,000,000 Kyats. He added
that about half of the Chingse businessman in
Mandalay are holding the Chinese currency because
they don™ t trust the military regime or its” currency.

The price of basic goods are also going up day bsy
day. ~ The price of one Pyi of ordinary” rice was 38
Kyats in_Feb '90. In 198»9, it was about 30
kyats. ~The price of oil is 100 kyats for 16 kilo.
Last year it was 70 kyats. The price of prawns is
200 kyats for 1.6 kilo” for middle size and 250 kyats
for bqger size.

Severdl“hundred houses, one market "Kyet Tan" and
one mosque were evicted by the military forces in
Mtangalay during their so called "plan for a clean
city.

On the 13th of March 1990, several hundred monks
and_students went on the streets shouting slogans
against the fascist military reglme. The _
démonstrators were surrounded. by the riot police
who were responsible for beating and killing several
hundred demonstrators in 1988.

The students covered their faces with handkerchiefs
and shouted slogans. When the riot police
surrounded the demonstrators, several hundred monks,
students and civilians surrounded the riot police
called ouf for the r!?_ht to hold the demonstration.
At that time, the military arrived and surrounded the
second group of demonstrators.

Sources from the students in Mandalay said that at
that time, the situation was tense and” demonstrators
were very angry. The mob was in a big circle, At
the center of "the crowd were monks and” students
surrounded by police who were surrounded by a
second group of monks and students. These, in
turn, were surrounded by the military. The situation
was at a very critical point.

However, after discussions between_ the leaders of
the monks and students and the military, the soldiers
started to moved away from the crowd” and the
monks and students were able to march around
Mandalay.

On that day, the entire demonstration was put on
VDO by the military intelligence agents. = The
military” did not oPen fire, but later, at night, many
of the”leaders of the monks and students ‘were
arrested by the military forces.
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THE PLIGHT OF THE FARMERS

AIthoutI]h the (peasants are the bﬁckbone of the country, th are ten ill-treated an
ser| us exp Even th oug they g?w all of the 00 whrc tecountr nees, many
are hungry, and their children Suffer from malnutrition, They toi ex remely
ard hours tndler the hot sun wrth only the hopes of feeding therr famr 1es enou%
The are srmple and honest people, and can not understand why” military officiers a
oV rnment officials are so crue an forrupt Following are some reports from villages
which tell the sad plight of these rural people.

the arm peoEIe accused them of %rgurng with the
Farmers from Taw Ko0-Gyi villa r%e in Kungyungone noss thén 'kicked them with Frm% oots and beat
township, Pequ |vrsron \Were su mone} them with sticks. ~As a result, they had to stay in
meetrn(T; held at the vr age grrmfarycesc ool on the bed for three days because of ' the |njunes

) E fa 0. d to sell 15
ets 0 paddy each to the government,
Another srmrla]r event ha Ipened in Day-Da-Naw
Moreover_Capt.Than Shwe from Light Infantry vil age and when a peasant namep U Maung Myint

Division 77 cursed and swore ruddy at thg elderly stated his drffrgultres why he could not sell “the
farmers and threatened them that the armed forces compulsory paddy, he was beaten and accused of
had a license to kill anyone. argumg with' the” boss,

imilar events frequently happened from.then on and
t?te farmers have gecom)e mgf)eas?ngly frightened by On the 2nd of Feb 1990, in_Ma-Ngay-Htein-Gone
village in Twante township, Ran([;oon division,
farm rs who had not heen ‘able To sell 15 haskets of
comp usoryh y 1 the government were forced to
er

At 11:00 am, on the 27th of Jan 1990, Maj Aung ?rt und heat of the Sun. Oply after their
San Tin, Chairman of the townshrp SLORC, amily mem ers came and gave the 15 ba?kets of
summone farmers to thF Phayagyl monastery paddy, were the released. Those who could not
com un in n%f u v Iae Pe u drvrsron and give the compulsory paddy are still under  detention.
or(ce them tofs a fl %/eac

them that | tey re use] to se that amount

would be beaten. If they failed to sell It It |s impossible to make thmgs better even if we put
wrt in thrge ays, all wopld face death He also e( gove matters to the SLORC. We re%uest
?ard that unng marshal law perjod the armed your ind help to 0 somethmg for our heIpI sS
orces could P whatever the liked. ~ Apyone who |vef In which we have no “r(t] t tg mak
was nqt satistied wrth this couId g0 and complarn explanatjons and suffer all kinds of torture under the

about 1t 10 t T He also Tudely cursed and barrel of the gun.

snv%%rles not only at the villagers, but also at the
Editor's note: We received this report recently from
|(nsrde Burma and we put it In this P ISS)l/Je of

A sim |Iar event happened in A-Zat-Cote village trﬁck ‘Dawn".  These kinds of events happen all the time
In H mawbi vr lage |n Kungyungone township.”. When |n every place In Burma, We ask you to help these
U Thaung and U Chit ee memh ers ol the vrIIage %ple who are Irvr% where there dre no_human

LORC, re uested that th g ' demand ; reconsidered g S an justice. They have already suffered
or farmers whose tields did not yield much crop, erfough.)

he.photos, on the cover. of this issue of "Dawn” are from. recent dem str tions, in Mandalay. For
etails of this demonstration, see the article entrtler? eSrtuatron in Man aaya I this' issue. 4
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CoD
ELECTION NEWS

“The Capinet cannot be fﬂrmed CJust after the election. .. The Cabinet is to be
formed . In con?onane wit onstitution.  Only” when the constrtutron IS apt and
pBro riate will 1t be able to o str%ng %ove nment, %/ when a strong
overnment comes_to, power will it be abl lead the state" Maj. Gen Khin
yunt, Burma's Chief "of Intelligence

On Agnl 12, the last flickering hoPe lor any |ntelh%ence reports indicate that, even vv]rth the ..
semblance ol democratic elections Burma Was man atro ey are presently using, ? osition
shattered by Khin Nyunt, a man who I on%/ second parties will win“a majority of the votes. If' the
to Gen Ne Wrn N’ power. Accordrn? Khin é{Josrtron Wins a ma ontv even a very smal
erdu nt, the mr |tar hrch IS now_ruling. the country ortty, th eh an [)o m t e]new gove ment and
er the State Law_and Order Restoration e miitar oud e on the side”[ines. han
Compission (SLORC) will nort turn - power quer to on to 0 povier until after the anstlthron IS »f Y
an elected government until after an a t an ?d)d) rlJ ate” theg can manipulate the procc.. for a
ro riate “constitution |s drawn up. . This could g time perio

ven years, find who will have the power. and
authont decrde when the new constitution is apt Since there is now no constitution in the countr \z it
and ap roprlate IS not clear how voting on a new constitution will
be org nized. However It a fwo thirds ma ority

The SLORC has been tr |ng to convince forer% vote the lected regresentatrves IS nee ed to
owers that they have no iriterest in holding 0 ?mu gate the new constitution, SLORC can
ower but are “simply a care-taker government ef ctrve block the Vﬁte even if they do not
illing in until free and fair eectron can be control a ma[Jonty of the, votes. . By Rreventrng the

arranged.  They claim that the P ort the new constitution “from tfern%vé)uore Z can

demo ratrc grocess and want 10 tu BOW I over ost one the transfer 0 rindefinitely. ~ Thus,

quick new government elected %/ e people. even If the o}n&aosrtron ﬁartres can managé to win a

e.

{ﬁ“% votes in the May elections, they
d e a powerless group, unable {0 receive a

The drawing VR ol aoonstrtutron erI be a Iong and trans er of power,

tedious task. The policies regulating this process are
not cleﬁ The co%strtutron %v nich gN p Through this actr n, SLORC has set u a process in

Now sur?denly, théy make an about fa

estabh% ed in 1974 was effectrvel canceIIed during which~they can alow a little more fre dom in the
the military c?(p on September 18, 1988. Until %trng |n or er to Placate mternatronal cntrcri
now, no one knew how a new constitution would be  whilg’ at the same

ime ensuring that th
Promulgated or who would control the process. Now  able to hang on to the reins of power ?r a
{15 cléar tha\ the SLORC will control he rocess as they like.
srnoe the newly elected re resentatrve? J\)Ie?pe

have no power or au ont¥ Al ower The elections to be held in May of this year are no
contrnue to ret In the hands o the m |tar It will Ion%er a farce, the){ have cease to even exist as a
% C, and SLORC a gne who will decide Pro ess. We can laygh af a arce but we can not
when the constrtutron IS apt and appropriate. augh at a total manr ulation % é)rocess which 1s

suppose to revolve power to the people
éhd the gnhtar suddenly decrde that the
wa ted to hold on to power?” Poss Iy ecause their

S ong

"SLORC |s truly a]frard of the, electrons They know that opce people have had a tasted of freedom, even a
very ?]ma taste e_people will no onPer be ﬂlent about the pr ssron SL?RC w(a t Ipower and the onl

v t v oan eeP It1s by total control” over the treedoms 0 t eople, A free and fair election would en
that control.  That is why"they are organizing this unfree and farce election.”
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POLITICAL HARRASSMENT

Some ol the harassments ol the militar h/ during NLD ~enter the Mon territory.
campaienes in the rural areas frecent Information)
In a d}rfferent situation in Mon State, Ye Phu

Sources Irom the members oI the ABSDF in Mon township, 3 NLD leadre? were arrested

terrrtory said that the NLD anrsers Irom the Kan mrIrtar after Aung San Su grs %mpargn tr

Pauk Vi Iage Mon State yint, U Lwin, Yae twns urm Feb 1989. They ar
unrh;/| un’g U”Aung Lwrn Daw Wrn Chairman of NLD in Yae towns rg Aun

Nyarn an Youth LD org rnrser Ma M ﬁ in ( Secretary of NLD In Yae tow hIP and
Myint M Gyr and Ma_San San ein (member ol frnance commrttee of NLD rn

Ay “were taku. by mrlrtary battalion no.55 to Ye Yae townshrl) were Ch ag (y section 5())

township.  The military. officer r(IJ attalron n0.55 Emergeny ovision act of 1950 and they were

accused these NLD orgrnsers o ilfe meeting sentericed”to one year Imprisonment,

New Mon State Army eaders during their cam argn

In Moung Daw vrlae Mon. State Actu Ily es They were released durrnq March 1990 Gnstead ol

NLD orornrsers had a]rea informed.milita b” 1990) fater the regrr ration ol the names of

officers Trom the Lr%t Infant ry Division ng, 104 Fndr ate rom po itical parties to run in the

thatthey met the NMSA leader and that mififary ection was closed.

leader agreed because the NLD organizers hid to

SUPPORT FROM FRIENDS

On April 23 19?0 9 Thai Peace and human rights sake of thejr own immediate benefits. With its cold
roups sent the following letter to US Senator heart that they, use ever means 10 %et the
aniel Moynihan: concessions with knowlédge that money paid will be
e for th i — i spent lor arms to Kill innocent people
e, for the organizations undersigned, would like
) eeress our s qrong support te % ?t ?t will, We therefore would Irke t0 3 pe ou and aII
pan_tne tmport of fish and wood products originating senao 3 to take up tnis rrousy and
In Burma into the United States. have rt eprs lated as soon @S poss e to_save' this
rain forest where contains the world's richest
As a Thai citizen as weII as member ol world remarnrng teak. It Is our hoge that oyr tiny but
communrty we are deeply concerned_on a huge . strong voice could be heard by you all."
rav%(%es of Burma's rain “forests by Thai companies.
Eight organizations from student and non-government — ABSDF is encoura ed by this sup{port for our call to
Qrganizations on environment, peace and human bo cott wood and r% products originating in .
rights, on an occasion of Earth_Day 1990, have urma We firmly ereve that ec nomrc sanctjons
submitted protes I tter {0 the Thai” logg rngB on the Saw Maung military dictatorship will help
%mpanres to wrt raw Its concessrons in Burma. pressure them to grve up theyr power and allow
This 1s, not ony because ol our realjzatjon gn Its democratic reforms to take place.
nature impact that mrrrrht be_on Thailand and the
worId as a whole, but our intolerance to see 4 We encourage all friends of the Burmese people to
handtu (of Thal o&portunrsts private or non-private, continue these cam algns. -~ Continual pressure” IS
fakin vanta e of Its nerghborhood countrys required to finally break the chains of oppression
Interngl [nstabl tgrto exploit and sense egs }6 , teﬁgroy which have grown so strong In Burma.

one of the world richest natural resource
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ECONOMIC NEWS

SLORC coninues their atfempts to convince the
world that they do not wish to hang on to ower
put want only“to turn power over t0 an ee ted
government 5 soon as possible so that th eg/ can
eturn to their barracks.” However, at the. same time,
they continue to rmEIement economrc gr nfeCtS and
Tt up Jornt venture which are on% With the
ectr?ns month away, should they not rather
wait for the eIecte overn ent to he rnstalled )
that a better, | ga ge deve o(oment plan for the
country? The fear that SLORC does not intend to
tumn over ower to an elected n%;overnment thus
seems to be once again confir

The latest such prorect is a joint US$14 billion
infrastructural deve [opment Prorect with Japans
Daichi Group. _This'p rogec | take 1010 15y efars
to comp ete The orot ct includes the burldrnq

two new International airports, teIecommunrca ions
center_and .3 huge ncrease i electrical power
cagacrty The signing of the contract t00 Iace
around” April 11~ Daichi rouB agan rs
E)owerful grou and 1s backed by at Ieast 240 large
apanese companies,

The Rangoon (?overnment is also working with a
company _calle Den Brink of Holland to
ex ort wild animals to companies around the world

who use t em for exp errmentatron In a recent
|etter to ?trr In Unrversr Ey Physol ogrca Primate
Unit, Stir rng 94LA ngland, thé G. Van Den
Brink company said:

"Herewrth we have Ieasure in offerrnﬁ E)éou a nice
R/lroup of 16 males females R

YS (Maca%a muIatta) weighing between 2
to 3 kilograms eac

All animals were bom at the
Rangoon, Burma and are betwe

These. monkeys are ﬂresentl located at our breedrnrg
farm in Burma which 1s sifuated some 45 kilomete
from the Capital Rangoon.

Our relations_with the_Burmese authorities, as well
as with the Rangoon Zoological Gardens, are]
excellent. We Nave been coooeratrng with them for
a great many years now and thus distributed a large

oolozgrcal Gardens of
to 3 years old.

number of Indian Eleohants orr%rnatrng from
Burma - to Zoological Gardens all over” the world."

The address of G. Van Den Brink is, Den Blieklaan
AL, 3766 AV Soest, Holland.  Their lax number
in Holland is 2155-17184

In March of this X/lear SLORC sd HE STATE
OMIC ENTERPRISES LAW.
Ing .to this law, onIY SLORC cap carry out
the following econgmic enterprises ~ ) extractron
0f teak and“sale of the same in the colntry and

2).cultivation and conservatron of forest pIantatron
with the exceFtron t il %eowne lire-wood
pIantatrons cultivated by the villagers for their
personal use;

3) exploration and extraction of pearls, jade and
precious stones and export of the same;

hreeding and production of fish and prawns in
fr)sherres whgrch ﬂa\Be %een reserved for regearch by
the Government;

Postal and Telecommunications Service;

ir Transport Service and Railway Transport

1 Banking Service and Insurance Service;
8) Broadcasting Service and Television Service;

92 exploration and extraction of metals and export
of the same;

10) Electricity Generating Service other than those
permitted by law to private and co-operative
electricity generating ‘service;

11? manufacture of roducts rela]trng
efence which overnment
time, prescri ed by notification.

J
S
)
)

fo security and
from time”to
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WHO BENEFITS FROM FOREIGN

y r
BOYCOTT ALL COMPANIES WHICH DO BUSINESS



INVESTMENTS IN BURMA?

WTTH THE SAW MAUNG MILITARY JUNTA!



EVICTIONS

Since the 18th Sept 19688 mrIrtary) coup, hall a people_who were moved 3ut of the crty are very
million p eoge in an%oon have been evrcted by the  poor. They survrve on a day to agl srs It s
State Law and Order estoratron Council g |mpossrble for them to even ave sma amount of
under their so called “satellite town™ program mone day. How can the y gos y give
150 ats 0 5000 katst |I|tr re ime
Hundreds ol thousands o], hoyses in Ranqoon gdet a new pace All ol these people aso work
division have been demolished by the military Inside the crty Alter they were moved to the
regime. . Sources from Rangioon say at least “some outskirts (? fan goon, they have to use at least 5
nouses in every_townsh |g Rang ?on division have Kyats a ay for'th err fra sEortatron ) come to work
b%en evicted. Those ar as es pecially h%rd nit were msr e the City. Daily workers get fo v about 15 or
yats darlyOr How “can the bu ood medrcrneaa

Pha-Sa-Pa-La township, which |s near t
Office in Mingalar Taung Nyunt Townsh |p we as pay for these new ome The prrce of
KyanDawe township behind the Burmese basic goodE has skyrocketed, e.g o ePyr of rice
Broadcastrng Service, areas east ol Shwed % which “is about enough_ fa- a family of five for one
P %)da neal Yaekaesei, the area around S wegond i day now costs 15 to 25 kyats.
raffic ornt inBahan townshi 1p Tar Mhwe ci ce

near Tar Mhwe cemetery in Tar M we townsh IEI at ¢ In Rangoon, some oIt 0thgarpeoo]le had o#}ened a_small

area near Kar Mar Yout traffic circle. close to In therr homes the extra one

Dan market In Kar Mar Yout township, Man Yan neeﬁed to pay for their food anﬂ other ex nses

Kone township at the comer ol Promé roa and Ater they were moved out of their old h uses they
atma%/oure road. S(aw Bori Gyl Kone townsh |8 all ost the Chance to earn this extra money.

ol the houses situated between “10th mile on Prome houses from KarMarYout an(? Mar Yan Kone

road and Saw Bor Kyi Kone, the community. in township are very expensrve You cannot buy one

front of the Sin-Ma-Lyate market and Kyimyinayne even I you haye enoug moneg/ gy ove

township. 500,000 “kyats (US$72,857). These houses are legally

registered ouses

Since the begrnnrng f this Iprrl 1990, many of the

houses from Indepéndence ward in_Thinkantine The military regime gave eople only few week's

Towns To have. also been evicted. Some of he warning to move out” of an oon to"the new p Iﬁce

people from this area refused to move and th The people must |smantlf eir houses before t

e
were arrested by the military authorities in Ran/goon frnaI date.  After that, mi |tar trucks picked u therr
belon |n% ang transporte t m o t err new lace
People were moved to one of four places outside of Durrn the rainy season last J une and July, man
Rangoon.  Those eo ewho have worked In the pe?p had aIread destroy(ed thelr houses but the
or

POV mment Servic at least 10 years were moved military did not send tru sto pick %

0.Dagon Myothit, bey ond Thar-K-fa_which is 10 beIongS S0 fhe ? d to sleeg on the roads

miles from Rangoon. ~ Some houses in this sateIIrte by their_old dismant d houses without any shelter.

town were aIready constructed and_ the p eoo] when they finally the arnve at their new

recelved a Ong-room houf( or which the ave to sateIrte towns, ‘there was still rice qrowmﬁ; in the
ats US$21 0 the Rddy frelds 50 they coyld not construct few

|mme |atey pay 15000
milit r(y he Temainder the ouse a ment IS oyses sleep on the side of the paddy
cut from their saIar each month Hfowever fields in the rarn an hot sun.

government work ers do not quary or these houses

Ince there are many criteria which they must meet. Some of the oIder eoRIe dred because of the cold

? damp, Some peohp%aso died after
Other é)ple were. moved to HIarn% Tar Yar which sy ferrn% from malaria for which they were not
IS beyond the Hlaing river, about 10 miles from given any treatment.

Ran?oon al Bar Gyi which Is beyond Nort

Oak apa, %nd 12 mile from Ran oon and to Oak In these satellite towns, there s no ure water no
ho whic |s near Hlaw Kar_ 15 miles south ot effective sanitation, no eIectrrcrt(y some of the
Rang o?n Th e(y have to pay 5000 Kayts (US?728g place have no transportation facilites,

the military t0 get these néw houses.”Most ol th
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(Evictions....continued)

When the people were evicted Irom their Ranra;oon
Itary did not give any compens trgnlen

land,

a new plot of land from

homes, the mi
to them and they were not given a new home,
thoug they |ost” their egally -owned homes and
they “still Had to purchas

the government.

*

All of the people who were forcrbly evicted from
the.city met with. many tarob ems. owever th For

mrIrtary regrme did no eany esponsr bility
them. ~ At the same time the ﬁ ople wer 0grven
a short warnin to move. ﬁeo ple_qi %t
move by the deadline grven the military, t
mi rtar y~would en %ter their hoy es at nrght carr
people. outside the city and simply leave them rn

00 and ‘claim it.

The mrIrtary ave several reasons wh
people In order to clean the city and to widen t
roas ~One resident from Rangoon reported to
awn that the real reason for the eviction was
help the mi rtary protect their power over the
country dded that it there are demonftratr
%prns the %overnment agarn the p eoHIe wi|
etop athér or to hde easily and t e mrrtary
be a le To arrest tn d% monstrators with less
troub e. Many (pf 0
were a?o move awns Rangoon source said
reason for this. IS verry Clear. Durrn? the pro-
democrac uprising | 1988 ?evera
joined with the people. There ore the mrIrtary
regrme wants to move the p e%pe who live neﬁr
monastery away to rsolate the Irom the monks
Another perspn from R gngoon told "Dawn” that
while the mi rtary forc|
Rangoon the mi rtar IS occup] % many emp
ou es In_Ran e said that during”the

su den?y appeared on the road at the center 0f t
cit 9 ve a speech.  Within only a lew ?ec
military tOOﬁS ca e %t ol the housef) and fille
streets”and the newly-built p e%estrran

claimed that the mi rtary nas built manﬁ/
pridges in Rangoon so that they can sho
Into"the Streets™If necessary.

ot down

All of these friends report that it is completely
ungrue that Rang?on IS very cIe beauti
puret That 1s only superficial. t\/fan people are

Dece% er 1989, a student from Rangoon

0
d the
ridge. He

ge destrian

only

the
the

gen fields. After the deadline, if the people still
bace(rr property in their old" houses, they cannot

they moved
the people. Hey said 1S was necessaty toyevrct t]hee

)
ons

not be

erI

uses near the monasteries

the

thousand monks

the

Iy moves the people from

he
nds

acing geat problems for therr survrval and there is

tension “all
evicted ?rom their homes and their lives.

over the city. People do not want to be
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The refocation_of houses in Burma is not only
happenrng n Rangoon In other divisions and " states
It has alSo taken Jlace.

In Mandalay division, hundreds of house one
mosque, one market (Kyet Tany one mus im
cemetery and one ¢ rrstran cemetery were evrcted by
the militar authorrtres The 2 geme eries, which
were on the roafd were move to May-U-Thauing
which 1S 6 miles from Mandalay.

In Kawet Thaung, Vrctorr(a épornt souther end of
Burma the_military 1ssued an order that every house
n Kawef Thaun must ut aluminum  roofing” on.
the people would not change, their houses would be

moved out of the township.

During Feb 1990, hundreds of houses near the
police” compound had to move out, But if the
people paid money to the police, the police did not
orce them to move, However, in April, the police
Issued the order aoarn and the people” had to move
from their houses o an area 3 miles away from
Kawet Thoung, Lin-Ma-Chen.

In Sit Twe, ca(prtal of the Arakan state, many _of the
%uses near mosques and monasterjes were victed.

The military also’ made a demarcation Irne between
the Muslrm houses and Buddhist house Every
house which was on the demarcation. lime, had to
move Sources from Sit Twe said this was done

(a(u uring the demonstration, the Mu?]hm and

hist com nrtres had unrted against the military

government emr litary e?] not want unrt
etween the Muslim and Bud rst peog ecause
R/levrousy there were many pro lems etween the

us Ims “and . Buddhists and his was useful In the
military's "“divide and rule policy.

Sources from Rangoon say Taung Gyi in San State,
Molumine_in Mon™ State, ong we”In Mandalay

division, Baseim in Irrawady division and Pegu in

Pegu’ division, have also experrenced eviction

A ouestron concerning the ugcomrng election . alsp] _
sp aces here._The pepple are still egrstered in their
old village. - They will" not have timé' o chan?e
therr registration, o 1t is not clear If they will" be
Iowed to vote in the electron and jf so, where,
With all of these problems, the people do not have
much rnterest in the elections, nor do they bdieve
that the elections erI bring democracy to' Burma.



PEPSI-COLA AND SAW MAUNG

Pepsi-Cola International Co has formed a éomt
venture in Burma to produce and disribute. its
%roducts accqraing to Pepsi vice president for
outheast Asia, Barry Shea, This comes onlgl months
after the Burma government press announced that the
US-based Coca Cola ,comtf)ancy nad signed a similar
contract. A world-wide boycott of Coca Cola
products was called bé/ Burmese human rights
orgamzanons, and Coca Cola quickly denied having
made any such agreements with the” Burmese
government,

Despite this indication that the Burmese peogle,do
not want foreqn Investments at this_time, P rPsrCoIa
nas. chosen to Tink hands with the Saw Mau ? _
military reg|me to sell arinks of sugar and caffeine
to a peoplé who do not have enough money to buy
rice and curry.

The project is to cost around US$2-3 million, with
Pepsi holding a 35% share of the company.

When questioned abouf the issue of human, rights in
Burma, Barry Shea onI;{, commented, "Obviously we
like to stay ‘out of politics."

Mr. Shea surely can not be so naive as to believe
that economic jnvestments and politics can be so
easily separated. These two aspects of a nation are
very_closely intertwined, ang Pepsi-Cola' s Investment
In Burma s a direct and obvious involvement In
Burma's politics.

In order to make an investment such as this one,
PegsrCoIa_ must deal with the Burmese government,
and that 1s a political issue. When Pepsi-Cola .
deals with the Burmese government, they help give
qummacy_ to that Hovernmen_t, and that “is. a

PO itical * jssue. When the)( invest money.in Burma
hey provide resources to the Burmese military
regime. to buY more weapons to use In their attempt
) ,subgugate he Burmese geople, and that 15 a
political " I1ssye.  When th 3/ sell a arink which has
no nutritiongl value to a P ople who lack sufficient
vitamins and proteins, that becomes a political
Issue.  When' they do not speak out against human

riqhts abuses by the Burmese government they é}ive
ilent. apgrole.to such human ights abuses, an
that is a political ~Issue.

Pepsi-Cola's  primary target group is the r¥outh of a
country, Thei Rresgnt slogan” speaks .of the "new
eneration”,  This "new generation” js the young
eople of the count[%/, Who are growing up ‘into "the
Fosnmns of responsibility..  Now Pepsi-Cola has
inked hands Iin Burma Wwith Gen Saw Maung who
came into fower through a brutal supgressw _Of that
ver %ener tion, and his suppression_resulted in at
least 8000 young, people dead. 1S Pepsi-Cola .
becoming 4 part of the Burmese m|I|tar¥s white-
wash plan to cover up this tryth from the world? It
IS Impossible to be more involved in politics than
this. ~ The youth of the world, the "new. (Iq,eneranon
will not be” blind to this glaring contradiction.

_Mr. Siea and all other businessmen with an interest
in [nvesting in Burma ,todaY should have the cqurage
to pe honest about their Intentions, The Issue IS not
that they wish to stay out of politics, The ISsue IS
that they care more for ﬁroﬂts than tor the political
rlghts and freedoms of the Burmese g,eople. This Is
economic_exploitation at_its worst against g L§>eogle
who have been gunned into silence,” and who have
no right whatsoever to decide what they need or
want Tor their country.

These investors should think more seriqusly about
the consequences of their political involvement in
Burma. The democratic movement in Burma will
succeed one day. ~The people are watching now to
see who 1s tryly friend and who is foe. Thosg
contracts which”have been made,agamst the wishes
of the people will not be recognized, and the
Investments will be lost.  Such” investments may he
extremely short-term.

ABSDF will aggresswely call for a world-wide
bogcott,of,Pep I-Cola products as we|l as to urge
people insige Burma to refrain from bueymg these
products.  No investment made at the gxpénse of a
suftering people can long survive, for finally justice
must prevall.

In Burma, the people are accustomed to talking together in hushed, secretive whispers.
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THE STORY OF NAY MIN'S ARREST

'Dawn" has already reported about lawyer Nay Min
S? Win Shwe sevéral times in previous Issues. His
est by the mthtary mtelht\;/enc agents n Rangoon
was reRorte on the' 7 Alter that h
was sent to, the militar mtelhdence head uarters in
Yae KY| Aing and was badly Tortured. When he
asked Per ission to_ be ospltaltzed his demands
were rejected by the military.

He was sentenced to 14 years_ imprisonm

rigorous hard laor under” section 5<aq the
Efmergency Provisions act ol 150 military
tribunal 1 Rangoon on the 6 t 98

accoraing fo the Work md Peoples Da He was
charged ‘with sending fafse news ang ru jors to BBC

quring the é)ro -demoCracy movement in Burma
dunng

Dawn's research shows that all of the information
which Nay Min sent to the BBC is the truth.
Communications between Nay Min and BBC staff
were done secretly. Only some of the important
C staff knew the sgcret connection with  Nay

t with

Min. ~After that, we found out a high-ranking “agent
lor the Military 'Intellengence SerwcegMIS had Geen
V(\ZlngE]nrg for the BBC (Byitish Broadcastin

t|on In London" for more then ten ¥ears
Pg nhq is colleagues. and the BBC. Following
thie facts which our investigation uncovered.

Durlng July 1988, MrChnstott)her Gunness, BBC
re ortr arlved in Rant];oon 0 collect mformatlon
about the violations aga nst the RAeoP %/
Burmese army during the 1988 March and June _
aliair. While "he Was in Rangoon, he met Nay Min.
Belore Mr. Christopher Gunriess left Rangoor, he
made an agreement with Nar Min to sepd the news
[rom Rangoon to him b}g telephone regularl Alter
that Mr. Christopher Gunness went to ‘D
Ban ladesh, He was working in Ban Iadesh as a
reporter at that time. “Nay Min sent the
|n orma lon_to Mr. Christopher Gunness, but he could
not speak Enghsh fluently, so a male doctor who
was, In Bangladesh, Dr San Tha Pru heIPed Mr.
Chrtstogher Gunness as interpreter. At that time, the
&one umber of Ne Min and secret code were
nown to only three people, Mr. Christopher
Gunness, Nay' Min and San' Tha Pru.

shorterlly after the 18th Sept 1988 militar
hristo ’\Pher Gunness_went hack to E
Mr.Peter Nettleship, BBC reporter was apg

takeover, -
land and
ointed I
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the osjtion of Mr. Christopher Gunness in _
ngladesh. He continyed "fo work with Nax Min
and San Tha Pru. He also knew the phone number
and code name. After 2 weeks. Mr.Peter Nettleship
also had to move to England. So. after he moved
t0 En%Iand he gave the”secret phone number and
code name to the BBC's Easten Servme U Aung
Myint Tun and Daw Kyi h/
Burmese_ service took 0 er e contact Wlth Nay Min
on a daily bass.

The communications between Nay Min and the BBC
staff members was smooth with no problems  lor

Nay Min,

Un¥ortunately one da%/ in October, U Aun I\/Ilé/tnt
Tun had to do somet mg urgently, and Da

Kyl May was also tied S0, "on that ateful day,
there were no Burmese speaking persons avajlable 10
contact Nay Min. One Burmese ‘male staff trom
BBC was asked to call Nay Min. He was given
the secret phone numper, time of Iacmg the” call o
angoon and the code name. days later. San
Pru called to Nay Min only to |edm that he
had been taken by the miljtar mtelltgence agents in
IFi'gn o%nB (\:/vhl e hé was waiting for thé phone” call

The stafl member's name is a Kyaw Zwa Thein.
Dawn_ has also found some hackground information
on this staff member.

His lather, ex-Col Thein Doke, was a_forma.
Burmese delence attache i Lopdon.  This, eflectively
means that his lather was a_military . intelligence
agent. . Af that time Kyaw Zwa Thein, was together
ith his lather in London and later joined B
London Now, his Tather is a CEC member ol the
Patriotic OId Comrades™ League.

Kyaw Zwa Thein



(The Story of Nay Min'

s Arrest...continued) r

Kyaw Zwa Thein has no journalist background. He  Nettleship, Mr. William CrawIe
e e

agen

movement ol jnsurgents in that area,
ih Brig ade of the Kachin In eBende
aso the ‘Shan State Army. an

artg/I aHe also recelved rnteIIrgence training In

Isra \ligoslavia.
In conclusion, the secret
code name and time o
Mr.Christopher Gunness.

had Prevrousl worked asa mi
In Lashio. northern. Burma, t

rtarg inteligence * Service, U Aung Myrnt tr

Thein ~ lorcib y emanded tha

the BBCs Eastern

i(W T¥rern

In October 1989, when the 2 students hij

a
Burmese omestr rRane 0 antzt TharKsyéll I%om

phone number of Nav Mrn BBC tell him “how theg/cklot the rnformat

caIrngr are_known onl Bangkok about the hi
San Tha Pru, MrPetr

A CRY FROM BURMA

A true story of house relocations

One of the st érdenis in Banr%kok who has, UNHCR refugee
status, .received a letter from his mother in Rangoon at the
beginning ol April 1990. The letter said

"My dear Son are rh/ weII7 We hélve a lot of problems, my
son We have tg Irom our ol J)aoe All things are
gettrnq SO expensive ere We have to give 5,000 X(?tsr we

want 10 move to a new ’olace which 1 not such a had area,
Il we Cﬁnnot Pa y 5,000 Yats we have to move to very had
areas which afe “very far from Rangoon.

My dear son, Kou know_about our situation. How are we

gorn gto rt)rf em 5,000 kats7 If you have no problems,
lease sed”some money for Us.

| pray to God that you are well.

Your mother."

ONE SIDE SMILES AND THE OTHER SIDE CRIES

There is usually a shrrne

ng. He claime
boss” wanted to know The %uestron ras which boss?

From_the other side

monitqr tne and Kyaw Zwa Thein. On after K %
es&tecrall the had béen given the secret phone nurber and code
nce Army and name, was Nay Min arrested.

urma C ommunrst

cked the

W ZWa

{

ks,

Washed w rte wrth Ime Covered with the reétdrsh earth
On eac hillock Are_the ramﬁarts and bulwar
And each hill top. The trenches and bunkers.
Seen from afar On each hillock
They stir the ﬁ art with joy And each hill top.
nd P]rovr e merit
For that IS the Buddhist custom. Toe Zann
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n Irom
that his



" DIVIDE AND RULE" BY SLORC

On the 3rd of March 1990. the Workrng People's

Int/ reporte that on the 14th ol February, ree

bers_of th g ABSDF rnsurg(ents gave t emse Ves

t}n) o{a Tatmadaw column at aun% Nakwa vr |lage,
yal maraw Township, Mon State, ¢ get er with
arms_and ammunition, Th eg were Khin SoeSZO) San
Age (23 and Htwe Hlain 1gh 4) from Kyaikmaraw

Township, Mon tate enewspa er mentioned
that on 13 February, H (?on g wit two oher
students from Ran% e ABSDF camo
order to return to e legal lold. However, the
Insur ?nts came to know about It %ave chase and
two 0f them were captured. Accorting fo the
Working _People's Daily, the insurgents killed " the
two captives.

This rnformatron IS comﬁ]le Iey lalse. "Dawn"
immediately checked wi sty ents from the

DF camp when tnis rnformatron was seen in the
Working_ Peaple's Daily. Accordrng to student
leaders “from this camB these 3 peop fe are not
students.  Khin Soe(20) 1s a oIrce ofrcer from
Mon State, San Aye rsaSreon from Light
Infantry RegimentNo 62 and Htwe Hlaing )s a
Surgeon Irom Light Infantry Regiment No™ 32 under
the ‘Command of” South-East Command areas.  These
three military men were sent Into the ABSDF to

LET THE CHILDREN
SPEAK

"The future ol Burma rests on
the ds ou ders ol th ese} sma
% ren.  They will hav %
ind_some wa to hea t
drvrsrons created my
Win mi rtaV}; regime these past
élears e ust start the
Drogess now g huil rng up a
socret ase N qus ICE
u ree om. We can
help t em rn this process.  We
must start now.'

create a spIrt amon the ABS u ents
mrsun erstan rn% bétween the A d
%eoge and to, disc Fdrt the A érnd
peration o Tyan Ha
Naing" g)see DAWN _ isSue numper 3 vqume 2 for
an expla ation ol Min Yan Naing operation)

While they were in ABSDF student camps, the three
urged oh rstu ent]s3 to drrnk liquor, take opium and
enera h Ioro lems between the_ studens.

nen the stu ents went on an organrzrng trip t%
villages along t e border, the 3 military ‘men" robbed
some ol the "vil aoes After the studerts found out
about therr backrg ound, they trred to capture them,
but the 3 mylitary men avor ed arrest and shot at
the student eaders before running back to their
military base.

After the coup, on _18th Sept 19688 thousands of
?ple fled 10 the Thai/Burma border.  Many

militar rnteIr ence agents and, militay |nformers

were rnfr trate am n the students wr the gurpose
of spIrttrng the studerits, discrediting the studen

and for sénding In ormatron back 0 the military.

The Burmese military has ruled the country for over
28 years by using these kinds ol disgusting policies.
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GOOD NEWS!

On Wednesda;i, April 25, the US Senate unanimously voted through a "Mini-Trade Bill" that among other
measures would increase sweeping import sanctions on all productS originating in Burma.

Democrat Senator from New York Daniel Moynihan introduced the legislation last year to deny an important
source ol hard currency to the repressive military regime in Burma

Burma's current policies_ol forced relocations are likened by some human-rights activists here to those of the
Pol_Pot government in Cambodia, and government officials are alleged to be in league with narcotics
traffickers who supply much™ of the USherom market,

Annual imports from Burma, includin{g teak products, fish, gems and textiles to the United States are estimated
as worth $17 million.  Timber Imported throu7gh 1588)|Iand in planks and finished products appears to account

for much of the trade. (The Nation, April 2

ABSDF applauds this show of support for the demogratic struggle in Burma. We sincerely hope that other
countries Will take similar actions So that the war will end quickly and the people of Burma once again will
be allowed to live in peace and prosperity.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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