FEBRUARY 1990
VOL. 2 NUMBER 4



DAWN

NEWS BULLETIN

ALL BURMA STUDENTS” °DEMOCRATIC FRONT
YoL 2 No. 4 February 1990

A STRUGGLE ENDS
ONLY WHEN JUSTICE WINS

For almost 63 ears Burma was rth colonial control of ngland. It as a t| ewhen Burma
3 d hauﬁe t?e lt yi( i o

L S e

dBnta ed t to wor

acce tance o this s ste codj ate to, the act that enetttW eco omtca rom it
sz only Prou gr onge anéi stru le that thﬁ rnﬁ eopeé rew Off this | |Ig

%al coldnta ﬂn and, became oP ef ent OWever, 8r ems created by those 63 years o
oreign rule still remain”to divide dnd oppress the people tod

The day of the old colonial J)OW rs has finally gone However, a new form of colonialism ha%
becomf ower In the woyld today. T i neg-colonialism 1 bas ed on economic exploitation. T
neo-colonial power takes a vantage o a country's |nterna| Instaoility to arrang (dUIC nd cheaP
ces to the count ys resour es eg uaran ee thelr mvestments g g _ dictatorsh [p
f escontro ove th g and at the same time aIIo onial power to
exploit t e resources and labor 0 e exploited country.

As he eo le off Burm n their stru gte in ]f988 to.throw off the shackles of dlctatorsh|p they
suglgen ace 10 ace |th this ne orm, of colopialism. Sensing an o ortunh make
gum economtc ains, foreign c?émtr gan "fast promit® |t]vestments n Burma, Short-term A %nn
d |sh|ng cong sshons wer at c ea rats ol exp oration ng fs gassed out, etc., and e
%eolpe once gam ecame .tne V|ct tH e profits’ earned concessions, the
ese i |t once again conso ated their. con oI (iver the JJ%O Few VOICes around |t
wor ave bee ratse 0 protest t IS ecorf]omtc coloniglism. P HIS because the pe from

these new "“colonia OW?I'S are also bene IW]% economical y Money nas a strange way 0 often
r

silencing the movement for justice in the world today.

Toda the Burmese Re%)le along W|th the struggle for freedom, still have to stru%gle agains
colortialism - th e economic typ hey will continue their struggle now Just & they d|d adatnst
the British. ~ All people year to be free o||t|ca|| socially and" economically, and thegl 0 no
quickly for%et those ho colopize them in any nor o they easily understand those who tum a
blind eye to that colonialism because they gain economically from it

Economic, political and social justice requires a willingness to sacrifice.

"Dawn", PO Box 1352 GPO, Bangkok 10500, Thailand
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ELECTION NEWS

es ‘will start broadcasting campaign speeches
over state-owned radio and Television™ beginnin
March 12 at the rate of two parties per day, party
sources said here yesterday.

Military authorities here issued electjon campaign
rules dn February 23 ving Polrtrcal artles access
to state media and allowing {hem to hold limited
mass rallies ahead of the rational polls slated for

May 27.

The general election commission said that more than

political parties presently regrstered fo run in the
elections would be freldmg more than 2,000
candidates i Burma's first multi-party polls in
almost 30 years.

Partg source told Adehcy France- Presse gesterday
that . the.election commission ha ar tol

parties that each could select a srn le party %an didate
or representafive 1o grve one 50 minute speech ov
state TV and one_15-minute address over state ra |o
between March 12 and March 16

Accarding to part}/ sources the deadlme to apgly for

alr_time s Thursday, and political partres could “say

which week Dbetween now. and Apri %v

réérir(e:fer{]%df but the authorities would assrgn ates for
y.

Fifteen copies of each s eech, to_be

recorded efore_being broadast. if pa sed must
be submitted with edch application ‘for air time,
party sources said.

Ob erve rd mosfI polrtrcal girartr%s here have ted

rdncy France-Presse Ran%oon) Burmese political
an

0] aunc err mrpﬂar rough testae
edia msteaﬂ or throu ralligs rrma
ecause of the advantages o oW risk and igh
exposure.

"The play-it-safe s drome aewl)eared to be rather

dominant” | most tical parties who are re uctan%

t0 expose t emselves to the rather risky busmess 0

a h)g Ic_ mass rally especia Y under the prevailing
Itions,” one western analyst said.

hall here Jast eek, Brr%adrer
(Genera Wﬂ Nyu t comman ?]

Division tary Command, it ? ‘ Ra% oon
ch rties tlt)r tlhe r| ht to assemb? an camoar
a not beco P Hortumt or . "Instl a|n§
Isturbances” an sgeg ed strict”security measurs to
prevent untoward Incidents.

In a soeech at cit

"The election is drawing near and special security
measures. must be taken constantly,” "he warned. “No
defails of the security measures Were made public.

ost political parties expressed disappointment over
the rgstrrctrve pnature o?pthe camparBR regu?atrons

"Those deemed eligible to vo]te have Peen
|ssue§ with Speqbﬁ Citizen P certi ro(ates
s IRt S B
Rerlr amqres m have qrved]

nerations rtose ass crated% th%aa%r
grensur hts‘ ke most et%nrc minqrities ?nd

nrsts What | meanﬁ IS that at least
gne tFrr ol the population has been
Isentranchised.”

Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator
Robert Hill

"Truly free and fair elections do not depend on the number of political partjes
aIIo ed to register, or the number of candidates which opt to run in the polls.
Free and fair elections dePend on the freedom of these Polrtrcal parties and

candidates to go out, mee

est serve them.

the people and discuss with th
Beo le can RO to the polls and 'electe the representatives wh

P ople, so that the
ch'they believe can
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CARTOON POLITICS

Followrng the mrlrtara/g coug ol 18th Sept 1988, t '] Jre militar ny % ime bf a% é)ublrsrllrrng cartoons |gnJreh Working

l?ar g/ newspaper t reate misundersta Hg amo g at democrac man
V\? s real re aII Hout. Fol owing are some ol thése cartoons WhIC appeare In the mrlrta owne
or

Ing Peop e's Dally.

his_cartoon ublrshed on the 11th oL June . 1939 in
the Burmese e newspa]u r "Loke Thar Pyi Thu Nae
SIn" {Workrng %Ies Da 3

There are two rou ’p|ay|n music. ~ One rou
layin urmes ura mu ic and the mus 8ra S are
errn miliary ms Another? HF S ancrng #o

\éves gr rgusrc anROC u&ud F?%? Ers ale arrn mug rom
Hg rpanc rs a?e wearing Burmese trgdrtronal cﬁ)t es zgnd
(ol S e L) O
Rﬂg gany are wal mgpavr%y angry gt trre de/mocracy

It is very clear proof that the militar

Create m)rlsunderspanr? q the e/%ge about what “the

emocrat\ ovement 1s a a 0 J Y are trﬁrn}g toﬂt}el
that t

the GOBG that, those S'[I’UP Ihng U#OF €mocrac
R are enc urasgrnnq t em tO IVG UB the
110118

Fgrme is tp{rng )

to_be aple to do Whateve want t !r

Bu mese tradﬁi tion arkd create div mon

e army. In this cartoon, It Is on & mrIrarP/ who
[)ea ly To % ; Burmese tradition” and ar 0ing what'is
est“for the country.

T

l:éclaw DaW ] al Fh S % arried
SGVBI’&F artrc?s meant P(/) rascret?rt %

This E)rcture was, captured_from Capt. Si Thu

a military intelligence_officer now promoted to
ajor as reforte in_Dawn #23) on_the 26th
of August 988 In Banedan township in

Rangoon. He was_arrested by local “security

Peo e torqether with many of this kind of
eaflet for discrediting Daw Aung San Suu

Kyl.
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Cartoon Politics Continued

Some, of the cartoog hich the ? \r]ernment| produce
re aimed to discredit the cries o t ? e for
uman _rights. . The eneraIIR/ show g

emanding selfish gs such as a ¢ L house
etc., In tfie name of himap rights. T ne er
dwell on the real issues of the geogle ch as the
rrght] to a free press, the rg t assemple tﬁ right
to” elect true re resent ves “of the pegple to

gt)vemment or the rlg tto eeres VIEWS aﬂ
riticisms openly. ~ These are the human rignts which

The word d%mo%rac Irierally mean
overnment ﬁeo a w o

ctionary oL alitic LW 0 er
Scruton The Burmese m tary Je e has .
been, tr{in to convince the worl %at Burma is

oving” towards democracy simply because
rT]ectr %s are about to B ’tef p¥ ere ﬁ those
countries and governments that cle m

emocrac&/ s that time when the leaders of
the cou Prrme mrnOlster or nPresr ent are
chosen from lected parliament. ~ However,
we must Hestr n this efrnrtron a it does not

uarantee that there s "government by the
Seop?e & a whofe k Y

A true demf

B (ﬂac¥ requrres a system in WhICh
sharg t elr yh

a ave t e rgnt. to
eas |n OﬂS ave t %1) It

tru t to make respon
use o t rrg under th es on |t|ons
gan the telecte off{cra s be controlled to do the
ding of the people

In May of this year, Burma will hold

the peo Ig hav? been demandrngd and will continue
to demand until they are grante

These two cart ons, Brove thaé the militar regrme
hgs also cre fe ner?ta nh% among; the”people
Ft what t se w 0 call tor nman rights are

as |n or They are an attempt 0 discredit

rea
urmes human rights movement,

ﬁeéﬁf\/w(C;H(;B?er n} grrson or, Under
n" { with th

%ﬂ\?f oere Jear tne oegswr rt])eer aOrPZs ed

Under these conditions, it is impossible for the
people to elect the Ieaders they truly want to
govem them, or to open%/ share thelr ideas
bout how they wish'to be governed

We call orl all our frhends to not be fooled by
the May elections. T ot r? Pon?} to
1 lerefqre they

ol S . Lo
re critcize t tar regrme are
EO serhrres CUt

the wishes of the E,reoPey
ave no relationship 1o deve t
emricratrc rocess. Only w n ce |s
ﬂ Cy restore |H our countr

et roups races avea Jne r| t to

B B
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HUMAN RIGHTS 1SSUES

Name _ Cho Gg/i
Pareents .U Kyin Maung (passed away), Daw Sh2r7r
Agdress N0.337 Mhan Pyae 8 St

Thakayta, Rangoon.

On 7888 [ was seIIrn% small |ten]s heside
otah taung street goon Atrme | saw
temons ratrtnOO&S noosttude?rtsth\?vrcrowr en longyis and

W hite h rch gare the sch oo& u?r ?orm t\%ny
g the BSPP t rorigs shot from

feront of a school cam us gate while the students
|nclud|ng my younger sister, Were leaving the schoal.

[ was caﬁtured to serve as a ES)orter on 4589 and
sent to_ Insein prison on 8.89, | was
taken from the rrs(o sent {0 Pylnmana Then
[ was sent to Manda Z rison and Slept at tha
ace for one nrr{; we Were se t to Lashi
rison. We had to seeg at that place ne nrsgot
he next ornrn we arrve at amto A out
peo Includ rng e, Were orce to serve as porters
e mornr i he way, when
ﬂot W uickly, 1 Was etn b% gua utts
9oun Tenaso ler rc% %
orce 0 stari | explamed to him that
I Was Hot abe dto wa The refuse to [isten to
me, an [agge me aon% th e groun h d to

carr even though very” tired
a’d i nd f}e down A SOIdH

InUtes . later | got vgrt?h A sl
they “want. arﬁt( er so drer krcLed m nec

acer?te my neck
me |
forc tow AtoneIceIWStrr

§ggil<lma¥s facne]f%vrrn ‘;ﬁermrgslo m d/\oavtvenr A sol Sd‘?/er

and told them that I Was tog trred to

walk.”The sol |ersten eatm swrt the butts
of their quns At ke at the. ac
of the column_an |n a usn twe moming

escaped to a Shan vrI age. A villager hid me in a

safe place.
-

Name Ohn Than
Parents U Min Min Lat Daw Sein Myint.
Address No.62 Yan Myae 17t St.

Thakayta, Rangoon.

| took the responsrbrlrt as an. organizer. durin g

Perro of the emoo atc rrsrng an mvesth Igate

he secret news of E encoura

eo e to ta e part |n the demo stratron Srnce
%an to take part In the sporadic

emonstratro s in Rangoon.

At tDat time SPP troo s shouted through loud
speakers that Wou shoot %nybody ho
on te oa and chanted “anti-government

gfit ere g
ogans. On 6.7.88, the demonstrators aispersed.

n 18.88 the people reorganized and started
emonstrations an romrnﬁnt ersons rrTrave anti-
gvover ment speeche (orned
Ith teRaré oon_public on 2.8 88 oreand more
Heope oin |n the demonstr trons with strong
Iscontented feelings %owards the government. ~The
SPP troops begarm shooting

B
On 3.8.88 many people were killed in  streams of
blood. The dea eoBe were. 100 mﬁny to count,

BUA students an eope c0 trnued the de onstrato

)
ur[tT%;r strre and made posters W IC pea H
fo the itary to not shoot the geo(ge sta%m
F emanstrations on 48t8 nb
oldiers shot into the crowds o demonstrators rn

ront of Rangoon general Hospital. Some medical
statt were wounde

ere we were srttrng at a fea shop soldre]rs arrived

captured all the People in the Sho
rLease the overnment pservreegren buFt) detarhed all

[e
orers and day laborers, Inc were
fained In thev\)ja %8 or neaH ur montﬁs Then

ht sald that to serve as voIHnteers in the

520" persons

£

ler for only two to three days an
Were carried toy lorries.

First, We had to sleep n t e truck in a mrlrtarg
compohn at xrnma Then we were sent t
anda Y rison, and then on to Lashao prison.

h/ we arFWe at Namtq and_were

trans erred INto the hands of Division 99.

The%/ ordered s to carry the ratror}eg gs from

usuaﬁ0 tOa\I/\rleartn spoile ; Wera {]oo tus Duri htheThe
dgt )trn% (h In the rain W"??Ie the

Frs sﬁe t un ers ?é Due to oor 0od, most
pr?]ope became wea were not a le to walk.
e soldiers tortured the sick people r] various ways
so that my friends d|e at Monduct village, At on
E i | Was %ea en W/ green stic ecause ther[)
r as carr mg were stained by
mud Wen | In clim testee
mouFtarn Ont at n| t t as ranrn and We
e rain our ees to our
chests an |ver|ng ncontr Iy Inthe morning,
[ could not extend “my legs.

Ernally, | hid in a bush while the soldiers were
usy."When the troops marched far away, | came
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Human Rights lssues Continued

out and warmed my legs in the sunlight. A lew
days later, | arrived near a Kaehrn village. At that
time I was very weak. The villagers, brought me to
their h omes an gave food and medrcrnes everyday

until 1 became w
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ABSDF REPO RT FR  OM KA
CHIN STATE

The list of the students of ABSDF Regiment 701
who were killed bg LID 36 of the Bur ese army at
Namchi Maw (Jade mine) Mawan village.

ABSDF EKaehrn) 701 Regiment

1.Zaw Hiwe Og

2.Kyaw Kyaw Tun

3.90e Moé Qo

4.Than Zaw Tun

KIA

O

5.RM Saing U
6JIM Naw™ Nor

Personal history of students;

[Zaw Htwe Qo

21 years oId urmese Buddhist, 10th standard
stg ent, son of U Myint Oo and Daw Ohn Khin.
Address 15, Ma Da/45, Moedasu™ Mog Nyrn
Township, Kaghin State.

stugent, son 0 Y1an0 Daw K
Kaeelsns AaeNa/ 186 Aung Nan Quartgr t\dlyrtkyrna

2K aw Kyau Tun
[FVears Ia urmese Buddhist, 9th standard

3.50e Moe Qo
Burmese, Buohthrst 9th stand student, son of Daw
%S{rr\]rhs ae]rv mill compound, Thasi Quarter, Moe Nyin

4 Than Zaw Tun
20 years Burmese Buddhist, 8th standard, son of U
Tune g, Myoma Quarter, Moenyrn townshrp, Kaehrn

Brief hackground of the incident:

Myo M mt Tup, company commander of 36 L?
Fn rme% XS nd no er 30 soldiers led by local
tra eader ‘Kala Soe Myint, marche towars

amchr I’N?IOH SIIUF]I'[GAa beereen aga aw and

Lon ara Maw on the morgrn w Tun
0, K aw Kyaw Hiu ? gaw Htay, stur%nts
érment of ABSDF, went from their

rom
cam Lg at M Wt fhe KIA custom %ate
srtu e eside the roa e th eré were on
e were con ronte] Y the Burmese arm gnd
[ e cap tured At t é\’[ me they were resse
crvr ans an thely no arms.” After the
soldiers ound the Organizers ID card in. the pocket

(

f Kyaw Kyaw Tun, the hands of then three were
8ed H\rnd tvevrr bjacks "

nen the¥ called Kala Soe Myint and asked him
e gr aw_Htwe Oo was a student or not, He
re led that Zaw Htwe Oo was. a student. T e
P ¥comman er, %o Mayrnt Tun, or ere a
S SR O B S0 T
NVrnt un as"eg Phem V\yyd] o nke art In
revo uéron? ZaW éwe Oo rg causF
we want emocracy Kyaw K aw "Htun re ied,
Because we love ‘our mother and.” a/o H,
Htun said Ié yoil_love your country, L}/o sho
serve as soldiers like us: Why are You rebels?”

Then they asked "Are there an arms | the
cam 7" “The, students replied * The soIdr s
E r\<occuzored tte ecam (d fca turted ethe reco
They aIso rob d/v [} duc(i thin
ca D. The so ro the beer ottles
everyt in ese t ey e fom the s aI vr Iage
BS at"Lonbara M eper. sal

t 20,000 Kyat wort com odities were
robbed 9 h

r] the sarge day. tge soldiers aLso captured two KIA
k diers and one dla e mine worker, Later |t was
nown that the two KIA soldiers were Killed.

Burmese soldiers also killed two othey jade mine
workers |n Malaka jade mine. Then tney released

Kyaw  Htay.

Ah t Lonbara Maw they captured Soe Moe Qo and
Than Zaw Tun again; Htwe O a(w
tun S?e Moe Co an Tan Zaw wee Jg fl%
Pace called Natkllrsrn s”uated on the left side of the
ad from an vr age to t e Jade mine, at
anout 7:00 p.m on 8.6.

rom hi

We recerved this news on 10.6.89 and we
|mmedrate went to that area It was seen t at
XY un Soe Moe Oo and Q %w
re dea face-down on the ground while Zaw
Htwe s ntesame 'iosrtron aoit]eone gtot
U

away. T e ho W
wound in the %re eag anR %r o]ne in the back and
six_bayonet wounds In both  thighs
aw Htun was severely beaten
t wounds

(e head of Kyaw
his e es Bre b
were seen) s c est
enon ot y % stonte
% o%lgl enetra rou his chest Hrs
t ng a een netrate bayonets so an,y
es t at IS trousers were torn into shreds. The
n Zaw Tti)n Was broken as If eaten by

mFg out. Two. bay on
our ba onet wou ds were

e utts gH]ns etayo(net wound was also seen
In his hac % gt and watch of Soe Moe
Qo were taken >} the “soldiers.
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ABSDF ACTIVITIES

HUAY ZEDI CAMP

Some of the students in Huay edt camp fr i
arennt Stae]hax pened school for th oca
ennl yout earea The Karenni
VI a ers recentf\y rom the Burme?e mi |taryf
?ttac S aon thie border area. ? 8 orc? % ee
rom the VI e creates man lties for the
e an 0 e verLy port nt |cu ty |s that the
du atl n rtetr hilgr en |s ru te The people
now that the future of their c eiptends t0a

great extent, on their ability to get edu lon

Gen raI hhe Burmese overn en doesp p
Lp asis on educ t|0n or t % rural Vil
e ethnt f]nonttes even though their educat
Hogram mi ace some e pas (p here.
ni that ‘even under. n rma ch |tbon the v Iage
fc 0Qls are poorl staffed w hl ew books or ot er
earning equipment for the children.

ges of

When the V|Ilage has to suddenlg/ move dpe to
mtlta attacks’ tpe simple equcation Yvhtc
availatile to the chil ren can e entl e[% lost. L
refugee camps peope have to spen pst of their

ttme simply "trying to survive. or the
o e s Dol ot o U pan
ﬁals troenofteene%e saltJ nftgledIg prOTY TAr e parent

In Huay Zedi, the ABSDF tudents have helped to
gtve new hope to these students. hf rmary
Ias?]es are t uHht In the morntn% g al Karenni
teachers. In tfe afternoon, th % BSDF stt{dents take
over to tea%h he migdle ﬁnd ighschool classes
Even thoygh short of DOOKS and teachtnp materials,
they can helﬁ upgrade t %e ducational ?]andar of
these children, and_give them reneweg ope for the
future - a. future of “peace, justice and equal
opportunities.

* Page...2

Above; Two Karenni_ children

Yvatttng orcasses Eucattont a

xurY for them. Few note b f
s, or text book? are available,

enci
Eutt they struggle to

ﬁweft The
amhoo. bui

| atche
gam matttematlcs,

earn for their

'a %_( ?]I sch%oolots eaS gtrgﬁlea

ﬁ the students stnve to

atorg English,
Urmese, Kahennt an |nce Most of

e teachers
memo

'[OOS ?or iN

ave no text olks $0_.teach
g In this”school, Creativity
rk are the most |mportant

earning.



XL s
NEWS FROM INSIDE BURMA

SLORC'S version Of democracy from a friend, to undergo psychoanalysis in Vienna.

VIR S e B
the parks WE e Western ( E ¥ d young nguage eﬁ nfrnatron W |%see Iﬂ? éO Ear%terlri

ool In Brrtan e [esto

Peo e can disco. P |rts ar FOW Seen “on me |ca SC
he sIreetls where until very recently only the n truetron t% lac 3 pomlne{gce in Hrmas
traditional ' saron Was worn by almo ol the schools, Wnen. hie decided to take U in the
eo N urm se ind these ear 1)' nrngteen ﬁrxtres the Whoke cou r too UF
s of ensn//e srnce the P es ect their own g0|; today, there are more than a red go
and traditjons. The 0 rnmedr however, ?UTSGS in “Burma EH] the courses are the ke
L‘ the GOJ)FG tnat this 1s ag ﬁrt of democrac ﬁnd paces for Western Iplomats to meet Burmes
it the pe rH democracy t Y must ac?ep these  Officials.
trnsas The p urose? amﬁo
eception rs to turn the" people against t Ne Win (!eads recAusrve life in a three-houge %
em craH ovemept In_ order tf assure the com oun \gN ng/a ake, In northern
continued rule by the military elite. Rangoon. At least two thousan, soL lers are
garr cined near |s home Behin tecomPound are
steel fence an mrn%s to eeP %
Intruders who mrght come by way of the lake.
. -
e 05 8 B O s
"How did Burma reach the point where the
ov(e ment W u? urrd edgstrran overg ase to be Hvr%ren(?grnczriﬁg Ickegsternan(]usrc_ A ar%%t “pﬁ
or the shooting of demonstrﬁtors Lot was lou el M e head 2 Ne in's
mr |tar would snatc men rom the streels 0 P” d
odn to. become’ human mine-sweepers?  The ouse, across the lake, Western music and dancing
an@rrnnnannn s 'rrr%'vnr 1 s
espite. Ne Win's fondnes for visiting the West, he
gd Genera who 03“9”3'8?% rﬁnrﬁ ﬂrn July Bst ‘ fsorergn mH gnces o

of 1988, when he resigned as chal Ittle tlme expy %%
urma when_ he seiz wer, In 1962. He
anlaEgg ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁi‘sﬁnﬁ Borgrecrs?gntsy it W 0 clearTy sl nat[onalrlgeg rﬁgtrgn ﬁ Em(%ort export oeeratrons

n, 4
ost retall husinesses withqut compensation
nteéﬂresreslgé] rrlt\)rat%oua\r/]vr shr%ren/se{a seteraﬁgmﬁrsctﬁriea o '“C({Ugl § usm§sses OWHG(P foreripg %err

stri ed Indian ang Chinese resident
%rzer % \égrr%renee ntm0 rrlrceed seven(]tt?rrne)éJS he WO ert)A hyndred tﬂousia of gwem some of

as Impose StflCt o e famoras on Bur ag lived in Burma lor decades, were forced
outlawing nig t cu 5 a annr hotograp of ? ave tne. country Wrthouﬁ their ﬁssefs He ended
eo ssr e s sl 8 % pable of al eactgvrtres ol"the World . Bank in Burma. In

% ess an enerosrt has zﬂso d orelgn. affairs, Burma_ has marntar ed a rrgrd

036 rrens In the ernmenY thrown into_jal. an neutr T?Z In" 1979, it withdrew  from s nferena
%e has allowed his ai to commit uns eakgg\ nona ?ned natlons when 1t sensed a tilt towar
atrocitles upon the rebe Irous ethnic_ minorities and the Soviet Union.”
most recen 3/ on stu ent em ns rators. Ne Wrn _
IS S0 mtens egr Ehat as sou Stan Sesser, October 9, 1989 in THE NEW
Fu ge Burma o orel n uence, %et he as o ten YORKER

tthe country for ont safati 0 see
medica in London, to patronize health spas in

ae
SwrtzerIaJ and, according to an account that came
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A VOICE AGAINST INSENSITIVITY

Many of the vrllaﬂers ||vrn% along the border areas
Qavri known nothifig hut the fear “of (}rvar constant
|sEacement from Their omes a ” hunger apd
sickness.  This has been th errl Xp rrence or
oyTr fort ¥ Bs Many of eo e In twese
villages orn rnto this situat ro and have
known not rng else th eJ entire rves What a sad
commentary 10 this modem world

Now, once a am thousands of vrIIa%ers haye fled
Bhe Burmese il|tar ittac s along the Tha Burma
org er and live In Mmake-s rtca s inside T
%rrht Wh re they hope th e}/ scape, t]h

the { or? porter service which the
Burmee m llitary inflicts upon them.

It is, a sad but true fact Bhat some vrsr%ors from
outside Burma feel t‘rat this life, after forty years,
has become a r] rmal part of the vrI’]agers existence,
and thus the villa ers do not erd the. suffering,
ISFt) acement| ertawt These vrsrtors]
to this conclusion atert make a ﬂtort asru
visit to the arefl talk t0 a few vi uers who
express nonchalance over t err resent stHatron
Thrs these vrsrtors sag/ i evidence that the vrlla ers
e accustomed refugee exrﬁstence and are
\rﬂ to srmR srt It ouf un(tr the situation
a{rgrs and can. go back home once again.
tunately, this at t de resEIts in i actron on the
vrsrtors |p At to truuI towaras peace,
human rights and justice in Burma.

elp wor

he foIIowrn frue story from a woman living in
t]rs refugee gxrstence |Kd|cates that tnese vrsﬁors
ave not. been abﬁ to see into_the hearts of these
srmnle villagers who do not easily open themselves
P 0 stran ers who have not yet proven their
ncerr}ty and concern. Let this w mar] speak for
tens o thouﬁa[r s of other Burmese villagers who
ﬁnt their ¢

ren to gro In. a cou
ich th etr can O[ave g% er fdﬁcatron good health
care, secufity, and a hopeful future

"Several thousand families from the Karenni territory,
which 1s gpposite Mae Hong Son Thailand, have
fled to refugee camps inside Thar territory because
of fighting between the Burmese military and the

clarms that
ere rs

Karenni- troops. StrII the mrlrtary ﬁr
nic groups a Eong

there 15 n War rn Burma a
tst?emgorgle rF aregantrng with a few et

Following the brutal and vrolent crushrn%9 of the
democratic movement in September of by the
military,  nearly 20,000 stud nts erd the crtres to Join
the etfinic minorities along the border.

A\Wmon% Jtese students were many frmale stugents
J ad also stood adarns]t the mylitary in the street
emonstrations to call Yor human rights” and justice.

S0 f Karenni refugees near Mae Hong
While in the cam? | noticed one woman W o
an air of self-con hd nce worktn trn)( hut
e S e
be her chrldren Paying

In Febr arﬁ: of this year, | had the chance to vrsrt

As Fo nas | e(ted her, she rnvrte]d me Fto her
smaL nd asked me to srﬁ OB é e small hamboo
henc whrc aIs served as t Even after

Z a few words of ¢onvers tron | knew that she
a revolutionary wrt much  experience.

She tnld me that %he was a teacher and had
stru%g eg aga,nst the 0 pr%ssrve overnment since
1?7 when secam 0 the border area. Her whole
e has been saﬁrr ce or the restoratron %e '

democracy an

uman_ rights rn rma.
sacrrfrce% everytning she ever% fr in_ her struag
the mifitary” regime ht to

ain
§ssrb\e for the cn/rldrgn at the %orde? fo achieve an
e ucation.

Durrnq this time, she also married a Karenni
revolutionary who had ideas similar to hers.

She had four chrldren and he%e children had a deep
rmJ)ressron on er mind ecame. more ar]1
more commrt} t rovrde or her chrldrens ealth
ucat on and safety. Her work was often e treme

Ifficult and drécou ? but she never lost

?rre to Provr e her”chiidren with a better an
safer future
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hrIe

trn wh

|ta
nlant GB

an

NOW.

ieP %wa together wjth

salet

iy b

g nog thelr ruturz

*

someti
tween

we were Vvisiti
was ta rn
e Karennr

we coul% es hear the
e e Burmese
% lers.. She t % me that,
ave_sfriven with every ounce
my chil dren Fucatron
est child was

In a
ﬁ war
muc hope Jor their

i
ave veryhl

rom
Lawa
0 materi n% | can give them
hente Burmese mi |tf1y ftack, |

ave
dren. . Eve i onye is
thnh f’ thrni Hvout s their

%IS%

The on

grea GSt concern.'

My chr ren are always my
rs no Jtrng that an com are with a motheri
s and concern or her &hr ren. We can also

not ar to be encouraged by their bravery.

The mothers in the refugee cam
eve mythrng theey

pnont

s stryggle with
have to rotect Pherr c 9ﬂren nd help
ducation.  This Is always their first

every day they live as refugees, they weep

e

L, jr
for the suffering their children must endure.

There is na man whose bravery can be compare
mothers th nesﬁ Per braveryy her sacrrfrcepor ﬁ
promise to ner children."

f0 a
er

gears of living under
civil war conditions, the Burm others cry”every
time their cnildren have to suffer, shake wit ear every
fime they fear incomin Loc efs. are devastatﬁ ? Ly
fime they have to Iea(y elr_homes lor anot & g oee
ferent t an ou This 0
tot m even though they hg
e T elr desire Ior peace an
stapl |ty IS amron% 8 any urpe a mother has to
Prohect ﬁr C 0. not oBo ?s them more t()y failing
ear the war Ings, rising 0 their hearts n
yv en we are all dble to open up 0 rse es enR %
ear the deep c"wres of tne ogr res% ave the
courage to do that which makes for peace

Yes, even aft%r more than fort;

ﬁe 1S n%t eXO il

rma,
n nothing els

NEWS FROM THE BORDER

Attacks

Qo he 200 %t‘ttﬁtt e, camp caled, Mog
F ﬂar?fr?r? was captu J Ib the B rmese mrPtar
urmese soldiérs based In Mergue
rR tta lons_Nq.101, _103, 04 17 an ? o
t\ln antr Drvrs(Jon 77 under the contro 0

r
% East c mmand_area Bri-Gen Nynn linn
the attac Taun

{ e
ieg camp starti no on the
19th of January About 2000 students were living
In Moe Taung camp.

The KNU rcerved rnformatron that the Burmese

ilitar ttack their ca severaI ays belore
trﬂe actuatﬂ gttaoﬁ T ere?ore th‘f KNU sent yt elr
sliders. to ront line to lor

rr%a protectrve
delensive line. But or| Jr a
bout 150 Burmese m rtaJy troo s su deny Beared

our our stalace from Moe Ta

fter t at e artiller assau {s were

aunched against he ca ever mrnutes The
urmese a use 105 artre n}]
aunc therr olfensive atta é e same
fl eaout ﬁ Burme?] %oldrers star}
8ah%BSIVe attack against the front ling 0 Moe Taung

i,
[
h

ihe 20th of January, %noon the Burmese arm Iy
otally occ camP ({A ut 1,000 Karen villagers
rom aun ntered That territory

Phweka ote bor ey] town before att%c by the .
urmese army 1 ﬁy were surroun mg the Thai
orger po fce and Jaot received any “temporary
assrstance rom Thailan

F]Oft d that on the ni

The villagers, re
hge J oaded trucks covere§

with fra

sheetg crossed” the bord r and. entere % h P
Eﬁurmese m cam The villagers said that when

the 3 trucks rosr r]] the “border, the Thal

militar cut o A he Karen tem{oorary

reue cam g not a ow an perso eave

amp. adedtat) (eg (a tho rice

tags an crne at the boraér, Inside Thailand,

€ urmese army.

ht of the 19th,

for

the

It seems ossrble that the 3 t{ucks were oarryhg o

160. Burmese mi rt froops Trom front line 1

Tar errrto tot area near Mo 1un camg

T at rs w ‘the Burmese arm |tegLK eared
ront

e camp rear a a)vrn to
?quj'tt throu h trt?e Kargn solder's J
ensrve
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VOICES FROM THE JUNGLE

The Bur se eople are hard wor es They strugale

hard ot £ (P | and grow _loo or therrylamhltge% Daung Ni
Yet . the neveg have enough for their srmgle sdrvrval o A lost paradise

Their cogs which grow ell n g (se rich soJ|. 0 Blended with cruelity,

Burma, can never be used to feed their familigs. Sunk in the marshes’

The, Ne Win/Saw Maung government Uses at Ie st 80% And dry. crusted earth
0 the natrona Inco 9(9 ?en ur oses "
not ee th feocrres v’rﬂnc co efsrone the hearts o? the s a lafd called “Burma,

eople Tor cine an ducatron for Bravely and open|
Eeh "u(iéerl] Instea ufﬁgeeg esnoart]hat% ﬂt e Enrlr artP will have Erdestgrghrtgslsnedoneeovw

I oppress the people. That thundered around the universe,
If the farmers can not pa of rrce farm tax) EEOEréFee trneterona revsvé"é
Ich tﬁ ernmetd)e qb t F ;Bp

0 em, the farmers K
thtse their | g d their h]t to suryival, It 1s 0‘{ "Give Us umeTights and justie!
and

E ? [2aso that one can s %usab s of cows. an oThis
¥vuhe?e0% e“’(}‘reB% a BFO%SI\T)%X e | grdf)hcl%to Thar The authentic vindication of the Age,
rmers néed. this mone | their debt '
IS resu tﬁ in a senoug P dJr ft anrmﬁs on tﬁ %tlrﬂg tQ'Sf(WEg'd tjt;%re .
Tl b b R e
serrou hard hrps and mo |pe d%?rcu ty in meeting the From te"time of conception
government: quotas. oit ressi I arrests, d entrons
S ﬂ\g &S ructro ets handcuffs,
On the W%y to the border to seII therr rPreo s draft Ir bars, nooses, ave een cut1 to pieces-
animals, they are often rohbed and eve Tb y the have een penetrate rou
gl L B R ihe RS oL
Act 17“5%#» This act s stpat It 1s a crrr%e for y ungound\f\n gree sky, 0

one t0 have ¢ ntact with the ethnic t%rov ps WhICh
?“ e?¥e£P£“ em ssras i e/-e\tC nic areas in onle of bI
dﬂ er_to, reac heP ab gr to sglh | their araft animals to |F %hg Sr\}\oor eh)a 10
the Thai merchants. W continue to prevar

We see this alm?st daily in our area, and it
aes us more stratfd and angry at the
mj Ha éunta which rules ver o cokrntry
wit d) oncern. and love e%
0n et rrn

ot continue our stru %
eace and strce to Burma, gHwese
E ope o a hetter

easants never have
ife agd their chi dlren WI Inue to . grow
B under e terr e Werlr]r oroloressr n,
neer an must conh e our]
prra%ap url a better Burma for all t

(Report from Huay Zedi camp) Burmese cattle crossing into northern Thailand near Mae
Hong Son to be sold.
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h rtijt

THE ENVIRONMENT

bove left and H?ht é)rmﬂn companies with IogFm COPC 3|0ns in the Moe Taunlg cam;f areﬁ use
eavLy mach wrng 0 rip the trees (ir export é) hailand. 11 g/ of tpe trees are smaller than

ontract allows to cut, but they are a ? arke gxgot There |1 ttle or not selective
cuttlng done, and soon Burma's forests will be gone, and only desert will remain.

Ab?ve Ief% and right; HUR/I fields of cut tlmber

} ure tfie areq round Moe Taun cam
thiese trees will (irporteg to_ Thailan

teﬁurmese people will"not benefit from hem

Left: These Iog_ls await exFort fro ?e Karenni
arfgrensetar Mae ra |s not |an||taigted sogn- thy
h swﬁl\?i % and the Karenni peop(fe WI?|
ave no place to Ive.
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SUPPORT FROM FRIENDS

Addressmg a seminar convened bv the New South "The Lat;1

Government of Mr Hakae and Senator
Wales Branch of the Committee for Demacracy In ?vans wh Pro essvlg fo support the d%mo ratic
Burma, the Shadow Minister lor Foreign Affairs, orces In thei struﬂg in Burma ave e|r
Senator Robert Hill, described’the Hawke actions and. pronqu ements a| ed and comforted
Government's record on Burma as “deplorable." reﬂlme aﬂamst whom the g ple haye no grotecnon
oter than international attention and condemnation
"Much cr|t|0|sm has, been made of Australia %y other |
countries, bg/ nEosmon Rroups in Burma, an It consistently misread the situation, took damaging
the Burmes munity fere actlons made’ inappropriate. pronouncements, and, In
) short, ‘has' done enormous harm to the demaocratic
This criticism is well deserved. forces in” Burma."

SR A, e s Ot s 1 e
violations In Burma. "Follo |ng IS a Drier commen from t IS meeting.

At the 45th session of the Co m||33| 989, In, the public discussion there was considerable
furma was let 0 t|veI rt, ecause criticism _Tfrom governments and njon-governmental

a promise to ree eec s At ths or an|sat|ons he main cause of concern Is the
ear's sessvv]1 owever n]a ren med of apgarent seriousness In holding fair and free
ﬁ dealt wit der 2 s ecla nf|| ent|aI oce ur elect|ons d contmum% reports of severe and
(Jch IS consgie t] articularly cond e natory, widespread human nght uses, Including the
ﬁ IS res ve Pr the mot serlous” a gstfread imprisonment of oppdsition leaders.

gts vio at|ons ecovntry 9 ealt

W|t rth |s proceduer IS, in fact, on tral.

|s .case, the" Commission et]vere hat |n UN

tﬁrms ts the stron est measure that can e tak en In Statement by the United States ql America
the confi entla gr ced| ue namely to ask for the
Prg) intment special rapparteur gnowH as an Some obﬁervers of the 3|tuat|oP v% Myanmar
ent exE)ert bu t e function IS the same as eX%ress the view thaf respect B uman
a S eua rapporteur). - This expert will report back rgnts the&e [mproved In 199 ecause there
e 1991 session. were no killings .ol uparmed demonstrators,
le who have k h f ?avr\]/g OCt?tlerrree wer;e 1n9(§ demTonasttthI(e)\rAé lt%
People w o ave nown the Commission for man
veah% 5 te ave never seen a country receive 3nogl In hbbtecat se thg martltaﬂ law- edict
Jt quick condemnation éeven In e ec g INITS e PU lic ga e“nge
countne e Sou Afnca ave. taken years to attain moret ve people. ~MoreOver, there are
tnev special status as L%araa nations s LHO credible reports Eha ogure and summary
tOU not havm Tea the Sflme eye public executlon? ol F Itica etalﬂees were
crtt has Wi |n 2 Cou ng) cls, feen the commonplace atnmar In 93 Iltte
}8t 0 a%ener CO”F% |0n anmar Governmént sincerely desires tq
confidentjal lp ocecre, glthough some ounris sk fe onstrate that the Ma}{ &7 Elections wil
alnst the reso Llor]1 it W e by corsensy e free aB alr, tet I \t“te £ teC“ i
Ot g wors i, te 43 mem eE’sk tt ¢ ted ouém eratseert ersooog]l?lr(])lnorea grg gn%c ons
&e“nt';t'fvse'g’”wttt% én%so t'ﬂfion?n akistan, associate act|V|sts to parhuBgte In the process.
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REFUGEES STRUGGLING FOR SURVIVAL

Tens ol thousahnds ol refur%eesbnow live in S|mEIe
ﬁam S aong %ThaUBur order] They seek sale
Yns Insi e That terrjtory Irom_the. Burmese
militar v¥]|c IS carry |n out censwg cam ai ns
et stude

iho e a%%gmt'ﬂ‘”\thg potder e : gou

X do they run away like this and leave their
vill ges and“fields penind? One Pa O refugee man

explained 1t like this:

"When urmese ar c sthe create nothin
but tro m ?or us. y eg/ :¥tch} oun, meng
|n the e ds the will c(ar%e them  with “havi 8
I 1 e e
éh{(nyt 0ad werenHed\i et t a short t|me

"Other times they will take all the men and women,
even pB ?a t women, away to use .as orter% to

farry { gav gu S an ammunition to the front
INE, areas Mé\ﬁY 5 ? orters never return _home
ers also, like to rape the women,

ﬂgm The s?
there 15 almost nothing we can do to stop triem.

"S0, when we hear thgy are coming, ah h)/hat
vy]e ‘can and ruh] on't want f be ca g
them. W nt eg/ come to our VI es an
ﬁ e, they burn eve Y/t Ing down. We hﬁve A\\Pa 0 iefo]%eec on a desolate ountan top.
‘ ﬂ ex?e tour i It's been I|ke t IS muc The people have a st no way to ma Ivin
too long alréady.” here.

EDUCATION IN BURMA TODAY

Accordin to Dr. Pe Thein, Minister of Education in  threg teacher training colleges in the countray

|3urma a's population ﬁrew 2.2 per cent graduates from thesé colleges wish to get teachlng

ast ryear an over ree milfion new  students {ob In some schools, they “sometimes have to B

entered primary school. he head of the townshig education council a bribe
k%/ats This 1S a common experience In

There is a shortage oI teachers for all of hhese Tykeky|g ownship In Rangoon Division.

students. eln calme that the shortage of

eacners is uet zm teacher trammr% %

In the country which he estimates to be “roughly se th ey not have, the money to

not
seven'. h | Is”the priority of the
. _ t[qot//er ment qo roV|de educatPon toythe children, or
Friends from inside Burma however have a different 0 make mone;P

story to tell. ~According to them, there are only

eges  Under theE %ondmons magg qualhhed tfgchers can
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TOURISM =/= DIGNITY

Selling the Padaung allowed to remam b%cause theg/ were "good tourists,
ttractlo Smce en, almost every four agency in
he Padaung are 3 small ethnic group who Hve in t nort of Thailand advemaes tour? to this® "exotic
the Ka%a ggte of Eaern Burm A Vﬁﬁ ver tring”. F\e women, are. paraded 1 front of the
small | er, the h?ve aftracted muc attenu n tourists who can_take p|ctures {0 their hearts

um

because or} the custo he

%W%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ@%mwmwnm&%WWM%%%MWﬁ%
that q?e %ave pi fong. e ?E %gtoHn s good STOHXS back” home.

frave gents call them the “long nec

not a very complimentary term his_new life has had a ne ative fect ona few of
h bean | d th a$mP|%daun gggoeeneraa aun ahgwt e:tr alr\élunn gil day
The custom began long ago, and there are two

theorizs. a5 04 onggm Pore theory says that the ¥va|t|n for the tourists to ¢ mhe The % 0 onger
men started disfiguring their daughters in this way fo ﬁrm or ‘10 the_otner W0f Jica In, ine past Jave
prevent them from being taken away by feudal lords ~ WEIr peopie a sense 0 f nd_unity Yhe uh

Who were looking lor concubines and- Slaves. cctasmrg X Some. ar ! en ogn {o e urban
Another theory says that the Padaung believe that f]”te“ Oh ppear | e5| als. L epy tSI for

their original mother was the Naﬂa a large serpent,  PNOtograpns, an arge for eech pcire

and the women try to elongate thelr necks to imitate

I women to put heav Bntend Few, If any %e tourists care much

Toyrism can be a very positive activity if it helps
A s e Sl
hat ever the reason why the Padaung have
gvveio h|s fr |t|on tK? %ave novg ecome a é) g E)élSln%SS whic % fon P
tourist attract|on ecause tra 1tion an |stor ﬁ aun are one of the
decaa ? rrﬁny groups which make up te

es, some o them, aon§ wEurmﬂer tnﬁst Burma natlog the

They dre an important part o ur countr
g%ng?f g}ﬁver a,[,a urm?ewov%rﬁrén% hetnéouT ains shoud never epmae part of the humX

governwent decided that these ™Illeqa aI|ens ad to aspect of modem  tourism.
e pushed back Into Burma. The Padaung were

n 200
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