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DEMOCRACY IS NOT THE RULE OF GOVERNMENT

IT IS THE RULE OF THE PEOPLE

'Democracy js not won bg simply . marchin |n the_st rees and shoutrn slogans. emoora |s a
process In “which the power |ie wrth the OJ) T ere ore. eope mu 5t deveo p e de and
I€S he)P difficult

es onfrbrlry lor onI wrth kngw edge an R]onsr hility can they carr t the mos ask
ding“d emocrac Most emoc fe because people %re azy and because the
Deo d our new _democrac

tic sy
pTe do_not accept he responsibilit herr ower We must bu
star in wrth he ga sroot[s] We must r era he people ake rsponsrbr ity with courage a
rg through hard wor ommitment to the people Tan we carry” out this
urd a socret |n which the peoH ian and wr rotect the de] 0 ratrc system. We have
sou ed in the strﬁets] d made out demands known. t us join hands to bégin building the
new foundation which will carry our new and future socrety

OUR TASK IS TO BUILD

BurIdrnd demooracrr]/ is the pr rh) p(oess ol building people' ? 0rg nrzaﬁrons lor national ransforma tion b enablrn
an a fect

p de 0 have a hand |n the decisions that affect their lives. It Is arp]rocess which 15 Integral
inked to the st srug gles of essed |t cannot be separated, therefore, from the national movemensfor
iberation and” even Asra e efforts, that seek to change t he present unjust, social, economic  and

pO?TIC&? structures.

Those of us who work F burIdrnp this process ma havg a particular ideology, but we must be careful not to
|mpose this on t peo] Our Task It to assré bujlding open democrati orr ical peopes organrzar ns
th a then choos tfie national program or idol og e want. It s a p prepares people for
crrtrca co-operation with larger nationial issues. Herein lies the basic thru o r wor

We must always remember gha rue s artici aron does not come naturally. It must be Iearne% and
|t |s Iearned r(pusgh experre e, Qg e study of theory. So we must p dut our own personal theories

the shelf an aey to hep peop brrng out herr own experiences and ‘develop their own  ideologies
based on those experiences.
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Students, young and
él tookyart %n the
emonstra lons. Even

though the students
P? d a significant
o% In organizing and
Eno 0I|zt|n$ the
emonstrations,

from fi” walks of g P g,
and all ages,

particl ated It |s not
correc to sa this
was a student
movement. It was
more than a _student
movement: it was a
national movement
with every sector of
soaety taking active
part.

Led by a picture of
Aung “San, the man
whohelped bring the
country to

In ependence from the
British, P Fle march
In the _streets
determine to brlng
demOﬁrac % to
their land, The
were confident that
they would, be

Su ces?ful in the|r
nonviolent protests.



REFLECTIONS FROM THE JUNGLE

AUGUST 8,1988

In the Mortuarv

A Ion% search
[)rou everg place oi the city
roygnt the distraught mother

frnal to the mortliary.

e Came In search g1 her son
Who ran]ed to come ﬁome last night.
Her eyes reflected sorrow and terror,

3\/5h|tleos‘fre se%rghae)rf t rougH the bullet-riddled

?or |ﬂrer beloved son.

ol"
Gy sﬂznt?{/ aodneat e ﬁoor

At another place,

fgr tge 2‘) r?r?r ot”the mortuary,

gﬁg evR/ZtseevT/%rth?)ut longyi

but would never kno%}/ her disgrace.

ere I her corpse
er
|s hanél é |e ched
|n a determine or Justice.
"Oh mz no!"
Over there!

a hody dressed jn white shirt
and green longyl.
AL,

on
My beloved Son"

She dabbed her eyes with her shaky hands
and %crutrnrzed the/ dead body 0 f hyr son.
A gold chain

which srie had %n her onIy heir,
Was no oaner IS neck.

Ared a d
Wrt[r the frg Ing peacock symbol
still adorned his” arm.

At that moment,

the brok (fn -hearted mother
collapse

0 S,
after the m|I| tary coupy

Mamn Let
3 Pagodas Pass Camp
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Aung San Sua Kyi :

She
Who
Dares

On July 21, the general secret-
ary of the National League for
Democracy (NLD), Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi gave a speech to
a large crowd in Sanchaung
township, Rangoon, where a
year earlier several hundred
people had been arrested and
two highschool girls had been
crushed to death by army
trucks. In her speech, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi said: "Ne Win
is the one who has lowered the
prestige of the armed forces. |
call upon all members of the
armed forces as well as SLORC
officials to be loyal to the
people. You don't have to be
loyal to Ne Win." Her speech
was met with applause and
cheers from the crowd.

On July 7, students and others
were commemorating those Kkil-
led on the same day in 1962
when the Burmese Army killed
scores of young people at Ran-
goon University and even dyna-

mited the historic Rangoon Uni-
versity Students' Union Building.
Aung San Suu Kyi addressed
these large crowds in Ran-
goon's Pazundaung, Latha and
Botathaung townships, as well
as in front of the City Hall in the
city centre.

More than
defying Martial

10,000 people,
Law decrees

which bans gatherings of five or

more people, listened to her
speeches.

«

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

encouraged the people to carry
on their "peaceful and non-
confrontational  struggle for
democracy." She emphasised
that any pro-democracy
demonstrations had to be "pea-
ceful and orderly."
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Countering charges by the milit-
ary that the NLD was trying to
dominate other smaller parties,
she said: "It is very difficult for
bullies to understand that there
may be another kind of mentality
around."

She continued: "The military
rulers are afraid of getting killed,
tt is interesting to note these
people, who so readily kill other
people, themselves are afraid to
getting killed. When you consi-
der how many people are
moving politically despite all the
restrictions, you must admit that
we, the Burmese people, are a
very brave people. Dont be
frightened. If you're going to let
yourself be intimidated, they are
going to go on intimidating you."

Countering charges that she
was pro-communist,” Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi said: "On the one
hand, the military rulers are
accusing me of being com-
munist and on the other they
say | have too much to do with
the Americans and the British. It
doesn't make sense."

The pro-democracy movement
was gaining momentum as Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi announced
that "we will be marching by the
thousands to pay respect to my
father, U Aung San, and the
other State leaders who were
assassinated on July 19, 1947."

Every year, 19th July is celebr-
ated officially in Burma as Mar-
tyr's Day. This year, how- ever,
the celebrations became
somewhat different On 18th
July, more than 10,000 troops-
were moved into Rangoon and
army trucks equipped with loud-
speakers criss-crossed Ran-

goon to announce the newly
issued Martial Law Order 3/89.

Under the new law, anyone
defying SLORC decrees would
be tried by military tribunal.
Those found guilty would
receive three years imprison-
ment with hard labour, life impri-
sonment or execution. Roadb-
locks were erected at all major
intersections in Rangoon and
soldiers, ready with guns, began
patrolling the streets.

In a telephone interview with the
Voice of America, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi declared that she
had cancelled her planned

A She was

the only leader the
military rulers were
afraid

She spoke the truth |

march in order to avoid a
bloodbath. "One good thing
about this anniversary is that it
has forced the SLORC to come
out and show its true fascist
colours so that everybody
knows exactly what we are
dealing with now."

On 20th July, Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi's compound on Univer-
sity Avenue in Rangoon was
surrounded by thousands of
troops and she was placed
under house arrest along with
NLD Chairman U Tin Oo. They
are likely to be detained for
more than a year, well past the
promised election date in May
1990. Telephone lineB and telex
communications with the outside

world were cut off for more than
a week.

The official version of these
repressive measures was pre-
sented by the SLORC on 21st
July: "Action has been taken
against Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and U Tin Oo under the law
protecting the State from dan-
gers of disruptive and destruc-
tive elements, effective from the
morning of 20th July."

SLORC spokesman Kyaw San
said: 'The persons against
whom action has been taken
are restricted to their respective
abodes which they are presently
resident. Only their legal family
members who are on the house-
hold lists may go outside with
guards. They are not allowed to
see or visit foreign embassies
and political parties. Outside
individuals are also prohibited
from making contact with them
either in person or through
telephone; the State has taken
the responsibility of providing
medical treatment and health
care for them."

Kyaw Sann claimed that action
had been taken against the NLD
leaders because they "sowed
disunity between the army and
the people and discredited the
armed forces." Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi was accused of being a
communist and U Tin Oo
detained because he had said
that the general elections, sche-
duled for May next year, will not
be free and fair. This is the
SLORC's idea of democracy: "If
you don't believe that there's
going to be democracy, we'l
put you in jail'" Any comment
would be superfluous.
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In connection with the bomb
explosion at the Syriam oil
refinery near Rangoon on 7 July
1989, the SLORC-run Working
People's Daily reported on 18
July, "We have uncovered who
planted the bomb. We have
made strenuous efforts to unco-
ver the case .. you will see the
photographs of those who have
been arrested in connection
with the bomb explosion (i.e.
Than Zaw, Moe Kyaw Thu and
Nyi Nyi Oo - DAWN). The three
are already in our hands and
they have confessed. But we
have not yet caught the main
culprit (meaning Moe Thiha -
DAWN). He came to Yangon
from a camp in the jungle toget-
her with the explosives.".

The DAWN has also made
strenuous efforts to uncover the
real culprits and to find out who
actually planted this bomb.
These are our findings:

MOE THIHA, 24, is a former
youth organizer for the National
League for Democracy from
Rangoon who used to be in
charge of the local unit in
Syriam. He joined the NLD on
11 November last year - but left
for the Thai border on 1 April
1989 following constant harass-,
ment against leading NLD mem-
bers by the military. Since his
arrival at Thay Baw Bo a week
later, Moe Thiha has never left
the camp or the border area.
He is a singer and a poet who
has been recording songs and
music for distribution to the
other student camps along the
border. He has also been acti-
vely involved in setting up the
ABSDF's Jungle University at
Thaw Baw Bo. He has never

The Truth behind
the bomb blast

taken part in any military or
demolition training nor has he
been back to any town in Cent-
ral Burma since he left Rangoon
in April.

THAN ZAW, 27, is one of Moe
Thiha's friends and former col-
leagues in the Syriam branch of
the NLD Youth. He became
involved in the pro-democracy
movement last year, and his
younger sister, a Rangoon Uni-
versity student, was shot and
killed in the wake of the military

continued page 9

takeover on 18 September.
Moe Thiha points out that Than
Zaw believes in party politics
and has never advocated vio-
lence, nor has he participated in
any violent activity. The swollen
lips of Than Zaw in the picture
run by the Working People's
Daily could explain "the confes-
sion" he and his two friends
were supposed to have made
after their arrest.

NYI NYO OO, 25, is another of
Moe Thiha's friends. Nyi Nyi Oo,
Than Zaw and Moe Thiha all
worked together in the Syriam
branch of the NLD. They were

members of a legal, registered
folitical party, nothing more.

MOE KYAW THU, who is only
17, joined the NLD recently, Had
he been planning to engage in
demolition work as alleged, he
would not have exposed himself
to the Army by joining the NLD.

On the grounds that Moe Thiha
never left Thay Baw Bo and
hence could not have given the
three youths the explosives as
alleged, we assert that these
three-- and of course, Moe
Thiha are totally innocent. It is
no coincidence that this case
was trumped up shortly before
the SLORC placed Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and U Tin U under
house arrest.

We demand the immediate
release of Than Zaw, Nyi Nyi Oo
and Moe Kyaw Thu, We urge all
foreign embassies in Rangoon
and the international community
at large to take up this matter
with the SLORC,

The REAL culprits should not
escape unpunished either. We
accuse the Directorate of the
Defence Services Intelligence
(DDSI) of being behind this plot.
The trumped wup charges
against Than Zaw, Nyi Nyi Oo,
Moe Kyaw Thu and Moe Thiha
speak for themselves,
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MORE ABOUT ABSDF

. NAME OF THF. ORGANIZATION

The name ol the organization shall be known
as "All Burma Students' Democratic Front"
(ABSDF).

Explanation:

The Front is a revolutiopary organization
represe_ntlngi students in the whole of "Burma who are
struggling Tor trug democracy. It has been,
nationally, as well as internationally recognized that
those who have been in the vanguart%olthe
resistance, movement against the Teactionary military
dictatorship in Burma are the students.

rogenies
of the indigenous people from all walks of |fegand
whereas théy have heen cha_mﬁlons In the struggle.
lor democracy and human rights denied to the entire
people in the country, they dre perceived as. leading
and’ representing the” struggle which is participated in
by the entire people. FOr that reason, the Front
Ieadm(t; the present revolution 1s also named as a
student organization.

Whereas the students are the beloved F

II. SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

TT¢ Fl«

The Hag has a Ieng_th ol 9 feet and a width
of 5 leet. [t"bears a white star in the upper left
hand corner on a red background._ The symbol of a
f|ghtm% peacock with the fiead painting towards the
while Star rests within a (l;olden circle “placed
proportionately in the center,

Piulanativn; -

The red color signifies courage and
determination. Gold signifies dignity and human
rights.

Tne fighting peacock signifiés the willingness
ol the student masses to sacrifice their lives and
flght with a spirit of c_ourage and determination.
The white star symbolizes democratic revolution

The circle in the center denotes repression.
The attitude ol the peacock lunging forwards so as
to break throu%h the circle signifies the struggle for
freedom and the desire to be ‘nd of the shackles of
repression.

Page../

1. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ABSDF

a) To liberate the oppressed indigenous
peoples) of Burma; W J

b) To achieve true democracy,-

¢) To terminate_the civil war, achieve internal
peac? and establish unity of the entire indigenous
peoples:

- ) To establish a Union that will progress
and prosper according to world standards.

V- RF-LIEF

It is our absolute beliel that the rule of a
government which_ is not truly elected by the people
and which has seized, by force, the executive power
from the people can only result in the deterioration
of ihe country.

It is our belief that the rule of leaders and
government based on democratic jdeology and human
fights, and respected by the people can™Successfully
build the future of the” country.

We firmly believe that a constructive
3overn_ment which is_consistent with that beliel and
eserving the trust of the people, will emerge.

V. PROGRAM
ABSDF will work for:

_a) the emergenq{_ of a democratic, truly
representativé and conStructive government which
will exercise the executive power in the
interests of the entire people

. b) the equality and co-existence of all
the indigenous ethnic groups ol the Union

¢) establishment of a State based on
democracy and which will progress and prosper in
accordance to world standards
VI CONVICTIONS

It is the conviction of ABSDF that:

_ .a) we are_revolutionaries fi[ghting with
high consciousness, gained from difficult experiences
in"life, for our Motherland

b) we, the loved progenies born of the



|e have to aIw s stand on the side of the
B Be and protect their Interests

c) we must always o pose %nd try
8gerthr0w any party or over me whic

i g ineion K} oty 10 1 b r§°p'e

VII. POL1GCY

” The ABSDF will fight on until the realization

a) true democracy in the Union of
Burma

Al citizens b) the full enjoyment of human rights by

the cessation of civil war and the
unity of all Phe indigenous ethnic groups

d) the extinction of the military cligue
and the forma tion of a democratic”government based
on sovereignty of the people

R the firm foundation of democracg
established in_order to prevent the emer?ence f the
evil system of one-party dictatorship in the future of
the Union of Burma.

REPORT FROM A VILLAGE VISIT

After the. students from our camp made mapy trips
Into the interior of Bur a to w# raa P Pe/ ep
scovere mor%a out eactﬁ life 0

gasants. ve seen that they are su ermeg
an serious djfficulties. ecause of thee réme Cy
% prlce of .rice, many of them exist on g on rice
Is(o P oaram of rice now costs a ut

¥ S, WhIC h s 100 much or the or |n erson to
ord r|ce is orbete rice ast ear It
Lstrue tha salarlhes of qovern ent wor er? has
een mcreasd bu 3/ F a very small
Percentaqe of the enti popu ation.  Fof the rest of
e pegple, t %re has ? ‘1 no |Hcrease In mcome
even tough the cost vmg as risen drastically,
and inflation continues to spiral upwards.

This affects the peasants most seriously since he;(
have the lowest Income of the people.” Most of the
farmers now do not have. sufficient money to do
their yearly farmm(n; This will most certainly result
In  drastic drop In the total acreage under
cultivation this year, which will mean a drop in rice
production.

WE DISCOVERED MORE ABOUT THE ACTUAL LIFE OF THE PEASANTS

Page.../ b) we, the loved progenies born of the



SLORC's agétroach to solving this problem is to
drstrrbute ( to government employees and the
armed forces. THIs IS certarnl a srn because it will
cause starvation to most o ord |nar¥\ Peope in
Burma. Just as SL as carmed tha have
no responsibility to reform the equcation, healfth and
social ‘systems, “they will aIso claim " that " starvation
caused Dy their policies is not their responsibility
grnscgmhey nave no control over the economic

yst

Therefore who will finally. solve the hasic needs of
the peo%e before the elections in 19907 s it true
that SLORC has no responsibility for solving the
Broblems of the people after taking over power In a
loody coup a ams the will of the people? We
would' like to know the answers to these questions.

At the same time, he benefrs from he frshrn and
Iog%mg concessron which aw Maunr% as sol
to NS "friends” never reac the common p eope m
the villa ges we visit.  The extreme heav g hting
anng th borders simpl proves ha
mon |s c anneled Int the civil war and ms tead of

g geope IS used agarnst the peoRIe
Th se profrt earned rom the resources which
eoan the peope are only used to keep the

C In power, Can the civil war oW growing

In Burma ever be solved in this way?

Burma's rich natural tresFurﬁes which are hI
Brecrous mh | the urmese Feo e are
nue fhe war

eritance o
ern 3/ Fi o cont
a [peorp as well rin gthen their
mi |tary Icfatorship over t he peop Is this just?

The Burmese peogle mcludmg the peasants in the
drs tant villa ges we visit. can ot respect and admrre
overnme t which will no rop er?/ care or

Beﬁ . This is the reason t peoRe are fig tm
ack and refyse to give power the military” evén
ahg%uh)sht tttt]e military Used brutal armed suppression

|

We would like t urge all countries cooperatmg with
and supportrnd e military regime in Burma, {0 be
more aware Of the Burmese people's lives and
groper les. Put more pressure on the militar

ictafor, and help the Burmese people who dre
fighting for human  rignts.

Dr. Naing Aung
ABSDF

Those who were accused of been
behind the bomb blast

Than Zaw (27)
Photo from the
Working People®s
Daily
"y

Moe Kyaw Thu (17?)
Photo from the
Working People®s
Daily

Nyi Nyi Oo (25)
Photo from the
Working People®s
Daily

Moe Thi Ha (Zk)
Photo from the
Thay Baw Bo
camp
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An Analysis of Brig Gen Khin Nyunt's 5 Aug Press Conference:

Conspiracy ....
but by whom?

Last year's popular uprising for
democracy in the Union of
Burma by people from all walks
of life was undermined and disc-
redited as a plot of the Burmese
Communist Party (BCP) by Bri-
gadier General Khin Nyunt, This
is an out-right lie and an insult to
the will of the people.

Daw Khin Kyi, wife of our
national leader and father of the
Burma Army, was also accused
of having links with and sym-
pathy for the BCP. It was also
implied that Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi was under the influence of
the BCP and that all the student
leaders and opposition parties
had communist  connection,
Thus, all those who had particip-
ated in the popular democratic
uprising were accused by Khin
Nyunt as being directly or
indirectly involved in the BCP
conspiracy.

The truth and falsity of, and the
justice and injustice behind
these accusations can be
viewed as follows:

Firstly, from recent history we
can see that the Burmese Soci-
alist Programme Party (BSPP)
had as its leading members
former cadres of the "Red Flag"
and the "White Flag" Communist
Parties and ex-members of the
left-wing  People's  Volunteers

Organization. In addition, U Chit
Hlaing, the chief theoretician of
the BSPP, was-also a political
cadre of the communist school
of ideology. Therefore, it comes
as no surprise that the ideology,
the programme and the activi-
ties of the BSPP were greatly
influenced by communism.

It is quite plain for all to see that
the Burmese Way to Socialism
advocated a one party dict-
atorship system and many com-
munist ideals, At the peasants
congress in 1963, Gen Ne Win
said that class consciousness
was of utmost importance and
that the interests of the workers
and peasants were what the
ruling clique really cared for He,
of course, was expounding the
fundamentals of communism.
Following the military coup in
1962, Ne Win and his cohorts
following the footsteps of all
communist governments, nation-
alized heavy and light industries
without any compensation
Therefore, if he has any sense of
criticism, Brig Gen Khin Nyunt
should be criticizing his mentors
first.

Of course, everybody is entitled
to his basic rights, and freedom
of thinking ancj opinion should
not be obstructed, This is
something that no one can

deny. But it is aiso a fact that
the ideology of the BSPP was a
gross copy of Marxism. So, if
Brig Gen Khin Nyunt is really
true to himself, he should arrest
Ne Win first for spreading com-
munist indoctrination in our
nation.

After 1962, and from 1963 to
1974, a lot of books on Marxism
and Leninism were on sale at
the Ava Book Store in Ran-
goon. These books in fine
glossy covers and papers were
sold at give away prices -- from
75 pya to 1.50 kyat. The shop
was run by BSPP members. So,
how can a person like Khin
Nyunt, who have always belon-
ged to the BSPP, say that he,
his cohorts and mentors have-
nothing to do with communism.
Yet, when it come to protecting
self-interests, Khin Nyunt find it
easier to label the others of
being led by the communists.

Khin Nyunt also said that a
certain Soe Myat Thu was
caught at the home of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi after meeting
her and waiting for a chance to
contact foreign missions there.
Soe Myat Thu had actually gone
back to Burma after he had
voluntarily resigned from the
ABSDF. The accusation that he
was there to contact diplomatic
missions was purely a fabricated
charge If the ABSDF wants to
contact foreign missions it can
easily do so through its mem-
bers all over the world and not
in Rangoon. The sham charges
by Khin Nyunt are merely an
attempt to discredit Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

From the observations made,
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we can draw the following conc-
lusions:

1. The present democratic revo-
lution does not belong to a
single class. It is a national
uprising supported by all the
classes and strata with the aim
of achieving genuine democracy
in Burma. The accusation that it
was led by the communists is
groundless. It is nothing but an
attempt to smear the popular
support of the people and to
create misunderstanding among
the people

2. We have made it clear that
our goal is to attain genuine
democracy and basic human
rights and it is being supported
by all the democracy-loving
nations of the world. Khin Nyunt
hoped to scare away this popu-
lar support by using the word
"communist”. No one will fall for
his propaganda which is based
on lies and falsities.

3. The falsified accounts of so-
called communist involvement
given by the military clique is to
break the solidarity of the stu-
dents, political parties, and the
revolutionary forces.

4. The soldiers of tfie Burma
Army have been fighting the
BCP for decades. They have
been trained by their comman-
ders to kill and suppress anyt-
hing labelled BCP. They did not
hesitate to massacre the
people, including the students
who had taken to the streets to
demand their just rights and
democracy, because they were
told that those demonstrators
were BCP members. The rel-,
ations between the people and
the Army have irreparably

damaged as a result of this
selfish act.

5. Today, the BCP is very weak
and there is little it can do in
terms of dictating activities that
can have any bearing on the
national scene. Militarily also, it
has been weakened by the
defection of the Wa revolution-
ary forces - the main strength
of the BCP - which have joined
forces with the Wa National
Organization. Despite this, Khin
Nyunt has thus made the BCP a
scapegoat and has accused it

of leading the massive popular
uprising on 8-8-88.

We of the ABSDF believe that
the military clique has once
again failed in its attempt to
cheat the Burmese people and
the world. The Saw Maung
regime is a cornered beast
which will stop at nothing to
ensure its survival. With this in
mind, and for the sake of the
nation and the people, we will
be cautious but will spare no
efforts towards achieving
democracy.

A 7-Point Demand by ABSDF

The following demands are excerpts from the "Statement to All
the People" by the Central Committee of the All Burma Students'
Democratic Front, In the same statement, the ABSDF also
appealed to the international community to extract the same
concessions from the military clique,

1. To immediately revoke SLORC Orders No. 2/88, 3/89, and
4/89.

2. To immediately release the student leaders, the student
activists, the opposition leaders, and the other people now under
detention. Let it be known that we strongly condemn their
arrests,

3. To immediately release U Tin U, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and all
other political detainees,

4. To leave unharmed the parents who are forced to submit the
names of their "missing" children, To make public the namelist of
parents who were made to report about their student children.

5. To permit opposition parties the right to freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, and freedom of printing and publishing.

8. To guarantee that the military will remain genuinely neutral and
will always stand on the side of the people.

7. To permit supervision by international organizations until the
elections are over.
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THOUGHTS FROM ABSDF

often we are_asked you we think the present
Bu mese system will be ¢ anqed 50 t ha democrac
can pe burlt.  This is_a complex questjon, and on
which we can not easily answer fully in this news
bulletin..  However, we ‘wish to sharé some of our
Ideas with you.

H know, our mother Iad Bu math
oon 0 eadl a one ar\ty military t{rcao la syseof

or 26 Unertrsruewe tamosta
our hasfc democratic rights sph as freedom of
expression, ee om of “assembly, ana freedom of
press.

FrnaIIy he people took to the streets and actively
art |n eaceful demonstratrons demandrng
emo rac numan rights. They also called for
the transfer of state power to an Interim government
composed of genuine representatives of thé people

But the blo dthrrst miljt argwre ime ignored, the

wrshes of the peo pfe and aung military
clique held on"to their power by using the gun.

On the one hand the militar reqtme romised to

hold elections t gam rnterna rona recognition an
economjc aid. On. the other hang, t X prohr Ited
the basic, democratic rights and drstur

democratrc movements 0f the opposition par Ies.
Thousands of student activists and opposition party
members were arrested and ortured for their
Involvement in working for justice.

Therefore, we do not believe that there will be free
and. fair elections under. such a brutal mrIrtary
regrme Even |f they do hald elec fions, they will
rg t0 orce e fornfation of a coalitl |on government
composed of the National Unrty Par% former BSPP)
and other partres rnfluence 3/ ilita reqrme
|%enurne demacratic ﬁovernmen |t
e a govern ent which we migfit call a “guided

muI ti-party ~democracy".

We therefore demand an inferim ﬂovernment to
restore genuine democracy In Burma

The restoration of democracy depends on the
following factors:

LA split in the military, with the pro-democratic
soldiers ‘siding with the people.

2. International pressure on the government in the
form of economic and political hoycotts

3. Continued and increased mrhtar¥ pressure on the
government by the ethnic minority Torces.

4, Unity of the opposition parties and democratic
forces.

There are three schools of thoy ht rn the Burmese
arm One. groups wants to hol 0 their power
ontrolling the ent |re countr The second. group
wants to force awn b atrona Unrtg Party
trourq the elections. qrou D supports te
p e's call for free and farr elections. We must
ry every means possrhle to persuade these pro-
mograp é%plsgldrers to stand completely on the side

We of the ABSDF will try our utmost to organize
all the democrattc forces to come together in”unity.

International pressure plays a key role in the
restoration of democracy “in oyr country. If all the
democratic countries would refuse to recognize the
Saw Maung government, and would withiold
economic did,. the military regime wouId face_an
economrc crsis. This would” force them to it down

t the nedotratron table and compromise in the
transfer of_power to an Interim government Thrs IS
why we of ABSDF. continually Seek international
pressure on the military regimie.

0 transform Burma into a democratic
country hrough peacelul means. From the very
Deg rnnrn(I; we wan d to solve the problems of the
countr hrough political means, However the
mi rta regime oppressed the democratic forces
violently.

We demanded democracy peacefully, but they
responded with bullets. “What weré we to dg?
We hope for the best, but we must prepare for the
worst. - The Burmese people will never give up therr

We hope

dream of democracy and so they wil| continue’ their
3\/ truggle through alf means until” finally the victory is
ABSDF

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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THE PRESS AND THE MILITARY REGIME

NEWSPAPERS IN BURMA

pllowm Ne Win's coup on March 2. 1962,
all newspapers were nationalized. At that time,
the ?overn ent allowed three Burmese Ianguage
apers and two English language_papers to” be
rinted. They werethe "Bo™Ta" Tal d Loke
haH', "Kyel-man”, "Guardian®, and he
"Working People's” Daily".

All oi these newspapers were srm ly the vorce
of Ne Win, and proyided the. peopl wrh the
news which he decided was | tan g
aIso used the p ges 0l these Bapers 0 thre en
peope For éxample, In July ol 19?
mrr rgl blew up the, Student Union byilding |n
Ran% n Universi 1y in an aft empt to destroy
student protest. ~ The following the
newspaipers told t e students, Thrs fime we
used a small amount oi explosives. The
next trm we can use a lot more.

In 1972, the Burma Socialist Program Party
BSPPJ 'was  formed, and the newSpapers became
the common voice 0i this part Most ol the
editors came 1rom the milj and writ ers and
reporters were prohipited irom  describin

stakes made the party, or from m km

sugges 10ns on how the government might

|u ction “better.  News concerhing events InSide
Burma, and even International news, was first
rewritten to folow the military_dictatorship's
line and then 1t was printed. “The peqple,
therefore, could. never: leamn the truth from the
paRers ‘Ne Win used this media to try to
control the minds of the eople an manr ulate
their understanding of Iintérnal and Internatl onaI
events,  The papers also became the tool of N
Win to publrply attack anyone who drsagreed
with his_ideology. ~ Since“they were the “only
rsteJurSce of news, many people” believed this

w

Through the newspapers, the military reorme
could “resent news which only showed the
r(];ood side of _their policies. They could pnnt
umorous articles to make peoplé forget their
problems, and they could print” articleS which
would help create” conflicts between the different

relr ous roups and different nationalities in

Isunderstands were also created
between the people, between the people and the
students, as well as between the people and the
armg However the BSPP was always given
good reports In the paper.

| was born in September of 1965. All of my

thinking, educatron an r%/ %rs ectives
were anrp lated by the reqire 't r? their
News aper 1 can not see the truth fior_ reality

clearly. head can not turn ejther left or
right. The propaganda is just aboyt all the
Information | received i my formative years.

FoIIowrno Saw Maun%s coup on Sep tember 18,

1989, only one Burmgse lan uasge an one

Eng ish | nguage new paper allowed to be
e( These aie the “Loth Thar" and the
Wor mg Peoges Dall A militar buIIetrn

called "Dot Yae Dot Y&' is also printed.

Throu? these three papers Saw, Maun and the

top militar Th rulers send terr voice t

Bveoh) ey have n? Killed the people
therr ns, but also wth their

gropagan a The voice of the lpeople can never

e heard through the newspapers

Now the mrtlrtar¥ eg me IS usrnt? itical

B B T B

attac S against t | eagu

Democra] and |s er Daw Aqu San Su
have trre to cont se t eople

0 wha Aun san S

or, and . have even ¢ arged er wrh erng pro-

communist,

This ex errences shows us that Ne Win and
Saw Maung truly fear the voice of the people.
Even thou the pple have eyes mouths, and
hands, and” can speak and write eloquently, Ne
Win and_ Saw M ung neve- give them the
o porunrt to express their_greams and desires
through thie publi press Thrs has been the
case srnce arch 2,

Yae Chan
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8.8.89

IRMA

(N BURMA

0 NE Y E AR
MEMORIAL CEREMONY FOR
OUR FALLEN COMRADES

IN BURMA ORGANIZED BY
THE ACOB ( ACTION
COMMITTEE FOB DEMOCRACY
IN BURMA)

8.8.89, In Front of the
Burmese Embassy in

Bangkok (Photo)



