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SLORC has heen vaunting the present National Conven-
tion as building a constitution for a democratic state.
Asean member countries have voicedthatthe = convention
IS asign of improvements In the Burmese political proc-
£sS.

However, Daniel Aung, a candidate oﬂ_\/lonngin Co
stituency during the 1990 general election, of
ferent perspectiVe on the National Convention.

Aung, 52, is.also chairman of Lahu National Develop-
ment Part (LNDPg. He attended the SLORC-sgonsore_d
National Convention from the start January 1993 until
the the most recent. adjournment, in April Aur&g left
Rangoon on 12 April and arrived on 1'May at Maner

ers a dlf:

plaw, jungle headguarters of allied rebel groups on the

Thal-Burma border.

Daniel Aung's statement:

| have lost all faith in the National Convention convened
by SLORC, because-

1{) The SLORC had prepared and laid down in advance
all the aims and objectives of the convention instead of
allowing the representatives to 1ay down the aims and
objectives of their own choice.

23 Similarly, the basic principle of the state constitution
t0 be drafted were laid down by the SLORC and repre-
sentative were merely asked about thelr appropriateness.
The sug(t;es_tlons given and positions formulated by the
representatives were never respected by the SLORC. It
ghrgpgg wentahead and adoptedthe principles of it's own

3) The principles of selecting the president it had adopted
would only allow the military to permanently monopo-
lize the executive power,

The attempt ofthe SLORC to downgrade the role of, and
eventually eliminate, the political ‘parties by imposing
various réstrictions on them is dramatically ‘opposed t0
the system of multPparty democracy. At present-
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a) A central executive committee member of a political
party. can travel onl_)r_ after re_Fortmg and receiving per-
misSion from the military unit concerned

bg Any vacancy in theI cenHaI exeﬁiltive committee dueA
t anh/v reason IS not allowedto e fi ed_bu*reductlon of
the number of members or resignation is allowed.

¢) Organizing committees of the political parties in vari-
ous townships are not allowed to engage In any organi-
zation activities.

g%_ln some townships, if the number of township com-
M ittee members has decreased belowfive, the committee
IS aholished without informing the parent party.

Nowada(ys, The SLORC is in the process of forming the
so-called Union Solidarity and Development Associa-
tion _(USDAg. | view thig'as an attempg by the SLORC
to trick or force the people to do whaf it vants, In some
\(VBag{BFJ)lke the previous Burma Socialist Program Party

a) People are forced to attend mass meeting or parades.

b) After forcibly%atheringthe eople inthis manner, t h %
ORC spreads the false propaganda that its program or
policies have been massively stipported by the people.

¢) The SLORC is sgending large amounts of state treas-
ury funds on on the association to serve Its own narrow
pUrpose.

After conadermg the facts given above, | reached the
conclusion that far from Serving an){ useful purpase In
the Interest of the FPeoRlle Aarepresentative continuing at
attend the SLORC National Convention would” be
sounaly condemned by history. In consequence, | came
over to the liberated areas tocontinue my struggle for
freedom and democracy.

U Daniel Aung
May 26, 1994,
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Key: ASSK=Aung San. Suu  Kyi
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UsS Cor%ress
son: resen at|ve In
=Mew

Rangoon Jehan Ra(ﬁ)eem
YorET?mesjeournallst Phlhp Shenon

On the National Convention

ASSK Before | sfate my views
woul %/outell me whatyou think of
" the National Conventlon

BR, Itisnot a serious effort Itisthe
nosition ofthe US thatthe 1990 elec-
lon results must be respected. We
haveno confidence thatthe [conven-
tion] process Is significant We have
pressed for a specmc t|metable fora
ransmonto emocracP/ Wewantto
know when there will be elections,
under what conditions they will be

eld. what International observers
Wil be permitted.

JR: | see the National Convention as
very formalistic. This continues to
worry me. | understand that in cer-
tain Circum stancesthere is aneed for
formalism and one must be caref u
notto see forma Ism Itselfas dange

ous, But there are aspects of 't
National Convention that beW|Ider
me. Debate seems very sterile.

PS: It is a sad display. | did have

access to the Cohvention at one

Rlomt and saw someth| R ca Ied t e
tere Includ |n

and other [eaders. T ey were tern

bly fearful. There was no real de-

bdte going on.

ASSK: It is very much a facade...In
Rangoon peoplé feel very much un-
der the eye of Big Brotfier. 1 think
the Nat|onal Convent|®n 1S a farce.
gopecantspea , Ifthey're gust
thére to nod thelr heads, then that 1
not a convention. | cannot accept it
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as seriously representing the will of
the people...Under current circum-

stances, there 1Sno use talking about
a multi- Part¥ democraoy Can you
visit party offices?

PS: | visited the NLD office here in

Rangoon and | have never seen peo-

ple S0 scared. They still had your

i)égt%re up, but they asked me o
Ve,

On Ethnic Groups' Opposition

BR: Do r%qou think the ethnic groups
are committed to democracy?

ASSK: In principle they are com
Ste Ts?eg (LP eragg/rsetrannoq:rtheat
can %uat%ntee the|r n hts. Buta@ng
same fime, | nowt 5 are su
mg | can understand them taking
thé steps they are taking.

| believe there is great suppart for
democracy, but péople are fnqht
ened. After thirty years of dictafor-
ship, it takes tine’to chan? The
Burmese people are very [ntelligent
aybe they are not as active asthey
should be for the|r ngrhts out they
are not easily fooled The musttr
to develop ?reater self-confidence.
Irrgtearné:lnona supportcanhelpinthis
g

On International Action

BR: As you know, there are many
Burmese' in the United States and
Europe, many Burmese dissicents in
Bangkok and the U.S. What would
you say to them?

ASSK: Iwoulg say "Unity." Theg
mus&nots uabole. tlsv normal

issident OU,RS to do us*t at.
But they simply must not= if they
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can't agree on somehhln , then *h%y
must Rutnon Ice. T |s oneo te
reaso ontw nt the focu to e
on. Indivi uas— ere can't
chiefs and no Indians.

PS: Butjtmay be useful internation-
aIOIyrto focuson a personality like
yours

AS K. 1 dop't mind being a figure
eé if that hﬁlﬁ utl thlﬁkmg
Burma Inthe long-term.

PS: How should the outside world
tlrcrenatteBdurma now? Should trade be
imi

JR: Trade does appear to bring
about an element of greater open-
ness. There does seem to be some
value in trade as an instrument for
Increasing international contact.

ASSK | think you_are all talklng
about sanctions. There are tw

schools of thought on them, and the
controversy seems never to have
been resalved People don't want tg
do anything that would be harmful
to ordinary”people. But is exntmg
trade with"Burma reaIIy helping th

People o aIIowmg %overn ent
0 dig in its heels?”Whic examP

to people cite of economic develop-

ment precedmg democratic devel-

opment?

BR. Professor Steinberg talks about
thea groachusedb Japan and Sin-
gapore, 1.e., In favor of greater en-
agement with SLORC.” They be-
leVe that aid should be increased
with conditions.

ASSK How do they believe this
will improve the situation?
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BR: But the S .ORC suggests [it] is
relaxing its policies. There is.an ap-
arent greement to work with fhe
achins, the permission_for
UNHCR to, work in Arakan State,
the permission for me to meet with
you They are grantmg all my re-
uests They say they are moying In
the rrght direction—"that is for the
United States to respond.

ASSK | can't follow your argu-
ment, | thought you were sug est
ing the SLORC "was actrng
sponse to economjc help, But now
you seem to pe saying they are doing
S0 In hope ofgetting economic help:
Are the improvements you talk
about the result of better economic
conditions and constructive engage-
ment or do they come abouj™as a
result of the SLT RCs hope for re-
celving concessions?..! am not sure
that the advocates of constructive
engagements are clear.

On the Conditions of Her House
Arrest

PS: What about the removal of the
quards from the street in front of
your house?

ASSK: They are all next store and in
tr)nalcg " bdon¥know how many there

PS: What about the stories of you
going on a hunger strike?

ASSK: Sometimes | did not eat be-
cause | had no food At one point
they came into my house without an
mvrtatron At”that Juncture I
wou dn't etagone in...the roe
the locks on the doors. Eventually
they apolagized and now onIy come
Inon my iMnvitation.

At one pornt I ran out of money. |
mrtraII)A had what money ‘was
In the housé. | then sold bathtubs,
later furniture, an air conditioner
They sold my furniture for me...I
was’ serjously malnourished for
about a four-five week period. | for
one have never broken any agree-
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ments | made with SLORC. They
can't say the same, At one point]
Was S0 weak Tcould not get out of

ed. Was It serious? The doctors
drd not come,

PS; What is the worst part of being
isolated?

ASSK: Itis worrying aboutm
ple. I listento thé B CWorI erv

ice as well as the BBC's Burmese

prog rammrnﬁ] VOA's Burmese
servrce and the Democratic Voice
of Burma, It isapit thRygam it |
can still hear 1t ~Mr. Richardson,
please have them unjam the DVB.

PS: Is ittrue they had to chanr{e your
%uards because”you tended o win
em over?

ASSK: When | would %o t0 the gar
den, Iwouldtalktothe butId n't
know If] Wont emover. T Ywere
awas being cha [%ed but T think
this was srm atter of course.
It IS atedrous jOb There used to be
fifteen guards inside the compound,
The onés insicle the comPound ap-
pear to come from severa agencres

At the back they are all from the
armg The ones on the street | be-
llev used to be at least partly from
the police. 1don't see guns.
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Michael brings classical music, and
my son more modern things. 1 like
the Pachabel canon and recentl
heard some Bocherini that | liked.
My son introduced me to the Grate-
ful Dead. Some of their songs are
quite pleasant | also like Bob'M

ley, especially his set of songs of
freedom partrcularly Stand
Your Righis.” | have probably read
hundreds of hooks.

On Her Role in Burmese Politics

ASSK Please don't mrsunderstand
me Lwhenls ay that | am willing to
talkto SLORC about ngt taking §art
In politics for. a specific period ofJ
time]. Whenl joingdthe democracy”
movement | made few promises,
But one | did make was that | would
work for the movement until we
achieve our goal. Not hoIdrng pub-
lic offrce rs not a problem f rme
P blic office IS not mg
there are certain vaIu S hat must
continue to be upheld

If they are afraid of somethmg, rf
they are serious, in thinking that |
have aneo-colonialist boq y behind
me, thenthey needto talktome. M
lo I{altres areto Burma. But| for ong
| not abuse other countrigs and
the International community, tQ
Brove my love. | am not surprised
the ualrfrcatrons for gresrdent
they are proRosmg orte ew con™
stittion,, These reflecttheir misun-
derstanding of democracy and the
Burmese geo le. How"can they
think someone, would place Burma
under forergn influence in a demo-
cratic Burma where one 1S In office
only so long as one engoys popular
support? The Burmes ﬁeople will
only support someone who has their
Intérests at heart,

I am not staying here out of fear that
the B urmes roeo ewr not or rve
me for eavr% nteear[u
when | return d to the cou tr ay
oneo m amr vrsrts Was s
Indirectly ad any. interest m
politics. I sardthentha ifever | was
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o et |nvoIve in Burmeé
olit cs |t ould ong frominside
he ?ountr ['would not liketoh ve
misled them In any way.
NCGUB and others %re domP then
best, butt ere must ﬁpeope re-
Pare to sta an wor for de oc
acy from Inside the country.
e ded here. Mareover, th pnnm
ﬁ]e 0 trﬁtng to drive someone out of
eir country Is unacceptable.

remain optimistic, |am optimistic
!) ture. d \so have”t n the
ﬁeogeo { We of courfe al
ave our faults. They are easily m-

(s

General Bo Mva
cea

The foIIowm%mterwew with Bo M |%/a President of the
KarenNational Union andt DemocrattcA
ance. of Burma (DAB) was con ucted by a rouP of
foretan teachers dunn\o their May visit to Manerplaw,

on Burma-

headduarters of the

Reporter: Whatdoyouthlnkaboutthe present SLORC's
cease fire announcement?

ﬁa :For me, the roomt ofpolttlcs |sto ursye our n(%hts
smeans It1s ecessar}/ FO“'[IC& solution
Since the gavernment s stil USInng| ﬁry coerclon, the

ce?seflrewnl be only temporar R/ until they resume their
oftensives. It won't'last for lorig.

Rep:What do you think about SLORC s offering peace
dialogue with your organization?

M a:As everyone knows] SLORC starts the militar
enstves wever, when th fg began of enng pe? e
talk W(i cons| ered that It could bea chance 0 Solve

olitical prob em olitical means.  This 1sw
gcce te p helr of ery ur wﬂ | is also to sofve pol\{ttcaﬁ

prob ems by the most political means possible.

Ifthey really want to talk, they must send an official
letter to'us first What we want'is an official message.

Burma 1ssues

Free Suu Kyi,

The Burma Peace Foundation has recently published Free Suu Kyi,
Free Burma (and don't forget the Burma), a seminal 199 page
dossier containing 78 documents related to Aung San Suu Kyi.
Release coincides with the start of an international campaign seeking
the unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and other political
prisoners in Burma. In addition to reproduced articles and essays
about, by and for Suu Kyi, BPF has compiled a comprehensive and
indispensable list of groups and individuals around the world working
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Free Burma

Suggested donation to cover the cost of printing and mailing is
US$15, checks payable to Fellowship of fteconciliation/Suu Kyi.
Mail to Free Suu Kyi, Free Burma, 6th Floor, 777 UN Plaza, New
York, NY 10017, USA.

i

|scu3ﬁ(es SLORC's
Ire ta

Though. we have ofﬂmgllx sent a letter, demandin
ﬁeace dialogue to be hel ﬁhtr countr theg hav
ot responded yet. - We wi accgpt on ew |C|a
correspondence We can not go an meetW||

wno ftvm%any response. ~ Thely geaceta offenng
IS only a lie. They are trying fooI tne world also.

‘Which foreign country will you prefer as a place to
taﬂ?wnh LRCq> y Wit youp d

a.Whaﬁever third country accepts us, we will talk to
RC there

Rep:As you said whatever counry is possible, did you
ap roacn/to your neighbors, Whlcn me%ns ThatlandX

m;sla tges we have tried. They seemed very reluctant to
tu

Rep:Why do you think Thailand is reluctantto respond?

ﬁqa | was told that if SLORC requests Thailand, the
g al_qovernment) will consider hosting talks. ~ [f
LORC doesn't, theyW|II not consider.

Source: Pa-cloh Thu Ye, Mergui/Tavoy District, KNU.
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Human Rignts Feature - Part Two

The second installment of an in-depth account of injustice and perse-
verance in Karen State's civil war zones, as recorded by the Karen

Human Rights Group's April report More SLORC Abuses: Thaton and
Pa'an Districts.

The SLORC orders women to Now SLORC 84 Battalion of 99 Diyision has a camp
orters, and if the don't go then he soldiers some and at the village. | know some of the officers' names
hands and feet Women ave 0 Ieave the|r children at atta '0“W making an ope ation fo the south and

home an go to the camp to carry things. The soldjers did many bad tfiings and killed many villagers.
say it will ust b6 Jof one ey bd’tthengkee them there Thykllledtvvoneonle In Noh La Plaw village, one
st sl el S
i startcrymg e they et 0 2 Sﬁtmaeng tﬁeen names, but they kil Ied DEO Ie in aImostever VI Igage

N\

women aren't allowed back until late at ni

The k|Iedtwo eop e|n father and
tshg%2%?,{}62%35'H§V29§0a“%‘9;§%rhtg‘rvse{}]ttﬁg‘??a”may”g%y his %/on In-law WP]O Just Went to cart tn/ Ir rice from the
son, ang along the wathe rivers fle|d3 Th ESLORhC sal\</v”t i
are flooded and we have to swim aon%t ewag/ S0t eg I|led hot
across with our loads. One woman f If h k fﬁense
from our village was carrying for %ss d/t tout |n tt:ﬁeu?]/
them in the raimy season, and while tat ”ﬁc thve er %0
crossm?afloo ed river she slipped 59“39 0l i : OUt“ 059“
and fell'over in the current. She eﬁtg”reddv't@“asréﬂ 0e Ioerres ”
couldn't swim and she hadaload 9n ol tem Bsut nov?/
50 Shejust sank, and her friend ust ind neonls coming back
rabbed her by the hair and had to % It arrEt nPth cm ogck G
ull her out to'save her, When
serid them. the first time we %eta area rXImuc 0 4ll teeeﬁ) et
tﬁgﬁrt‘dp?ﬂe\’\tﬁ|93tv3a?%?r?m{hle)t(ter Clear erFdS and] R\ant rice, but now
send a letter with charcogl chilies ue dare not do this anymre. \We

and a bullet inside: Most villages often receive the bul-  £aT,LWOrK s can t mprove our lives, and I very
let charcoal and chilies. We ggst received it once, and hard for s, 84 Battalion Ie%t 0“9”'ght at Non Lz

| went directly to the Can mmander and said, "Son, thg,‘.’n" aaggathgustos |ee£§“or fee one I rgtgrr]t“tihere(to sell
ttvtgadu(t?eetsrﬁ@'gn@ﬁvag Ay e IS rﬂf’(ther 0 1] S?” e % ol i il appen 1
coal means we'll burm down tnlewholevda eand e sa? g g\(]%asna g anl%m%g s e

U
chilies mean we'll cook your animals mtocurry He Sherefuse tatn| ht fesh ?etthe
fold me, |f We St your vdlage on fire then everyone Hled hath the mot?ter anthe Kio and 4t | emIO In e

|n our Vil a eW|II have to flee, including ?rnln she saw dthat thgy wered ne and ase the

Matner, and then ever thlngyou leave |ntn/e village soldiers if they did It and'the "No, ma
becomes ours, The 0n¥ tlnq 1gotwas {0 Utg the 'rejust | o%tsomewhere yT e SLORC gdeters
orblern]elsnetogrether with the chilly," They're ma these d to searen for their enemies, just to destroy

ey 1é Ust wrong. they T wrong! - But o make 1oq fe and o restevdll ers. Last
me, I'm ettmgyo Jsolean tgf qht)and shootqthem If tamgsseas N 99D|v|s|on 5 fsl Ing negr w
| do any Ing against tkem it will have to be slowly bit (inf Slee |n% gMounta(tl 50 th g or(?ere
by bit wllggee ers tis d ofe, two or t reeﬁ rs form
eachVillage. They put them in a small house that fits
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8| h eople and tied their hands and feet so they were
ﬁl sta Fr)rdrﬁr? facin each other,f I in each side.of the
ut g ders a e them,, - Why are you doing

this?" and the soldiers said" Don Y(OU know? ber: use
tne rrngworm dero%ato \k// term for aren rebes she

us ere hut e rg e as ¥oua bout them you say
%ou ontknow h/t Ing. 8u re fere.
ome of the wome rswhowere tig upthere
neede to brea?]tfeed therr babre? and s me had

prought their child rengong A erfe %them  they
|ust fiaq to put their habies town to sleep n the dlirt.
hat's how 99 Division treats 8eoEIe Now We have
heard_th at these 99 Division troops will go home, but
the 33 Division will stay.

When their trucks explode the SLORC puts all the
blame on_villagers even though it has nothing to do
with us, The SLORC's eneniies do that, not s

LLORC comes here to find their enem Ies, S0 their ene-
mies find them too and hlow up therr trucks, but then
the SLORC orders the villagers to pay for the truck
We explain to them, "Son, We didn't plant the mine,
your enemies did, but when your truck explodes you
come to us Why dogs this Hiave anything to do with
us?" T answer eopeof%/our own natronalrty
did thrsb causete don't love you, So.you have o
Pay for it. They know that, |fthe¥ do this youIIhave
07ay, sowhy do the¥ do it?" 1told them; "Because
yoli came outhere to
a way to fight back but then you op press us g/ e
man in com ensation rom Us." He answeréd

That's fiot oppression. We ontoprrtressyou We

can't find them and make them P or it,'so we come,
toyou Instead and then maybe they won't do it again."

There was a truck that exploded about the be inning
of Febryary at Tah Paw, not far roma canp.
At the time | was on mg ag nome romT aton town
The mine estroyed th tr ksote C ordered
the vrllagers tg galw ey r ntwant to
pay, hecause their vil aehasonI% housesan they
can;t afford it or get the'money. S0 the vl agers ust
kept quiet and hoRed that the SLORC wouldn't hother
to come and get the money. But instead the SLORC
came rnto therr vrllade and shot their guns beside and
above all the p eo"e 0 rrghtent em.” Then they
started shouting, Iyou Raytemone weII
kill all of you In this'village" AlF'the women, men, old
people and children were afrard S0 they started collect-
Ing money among themselves. Some Of them djan't
have any money S0 they took the nee they had for the
next qné or twa months, sold it for maney and then
%ave it,_After paying, people had no food to eat and
ad to find some way to get some food. At the same
time other villages had to pay too: Noh Aw Hla had to

Burma 1ssues

fqht them, so of course the find
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&aly 50,000, Noh La PIaw 50,000, Pwa Ghaw 50 000
. See 50,000, Pan Ta Ray 50,000 and D a
50,000. Forjust one truck ey asked this

money— they are only coming here to do busrness
How can the people Not get poor when they do this?

The also ordered mone?/ from our village and other
|4ges around us even houqh we are not close to Tah
Paw When | got home people in ourvrllaoe Were say-
Ing "They\I/Ie ordered, us to pay 50,000 kyats-- what
can we do?" We decided this isn't rrdht We can't
pay again and ifwe had to pay it would be better to
run away someplace far away and live there. Sowe
decided to ot therrcam andteIIthem bravely that
we can't p arm enwet d the camp commander he
answered other, | don" know an hmg about this,
mgr{]o IS Justto Sit'in my office and follow orders
above, | have to ask you for ever thrng We need,
like leaves forthe roof, firewood, ;[)]ort 1S, couriers, la-
bourers and bamboo, but the truck has to do with the
military, not me." I said, "But son, you are the mili-
tary." hrnkabout it The soIdrers ave asked us for
so much mone%t atwe don'th ave It, and the truck ex-
loded far frofh us so this has nothing to do with us.
ven worsg, they said Ifwe don't pay theK |l Kill us
and burn down urvrIIarIre IS this tHe rrg tthrng to
do Just then an 84 Ba taIron offrcern med
Vo Sog Mm cam rnhoIdm(rr 0or 50000 kPrlat in
his hand which the other vil ges had paid
spoke suddenly Mot er, what are you taIkrng about?
ou dontnee tota %/ou just need top ay us 50,000
kyat. | control th earea ere Whatever T ask for, |
havetogetrt So | said, "Son thrstrmewedont
have the’money. To b % ‘would destroy a | of us, S0
we can't,” Hesar U have to pa rnotyour
whole.village will burn." Thenanofrcerfrom 302
Battalron iImLer Klaw came inand said he'd alread
warne the vrIIagesrnhrs areathatthey would have to
pagr any truc sexploded. | "You're al-
s ask mg for mone sowhy dontyou gust kill eve-
rone In th vrllagew ile youTe at it?" He said,,
kay, ifyou dor't pay we will."

Then I went to their other camp and taIked to the camp
commander, and he said, "Mother, I'll help you write a
Ietter t0 the Battalron commander— but don't give it to
him in mr{] andwriting, just copy it down. andthen

Ive rtto im." He saftto write; " Battalion Com-

ander, ifa truck explodes in our area we will pa P y but
not if 1t explodes at Tah Paw." Two days latey | went
to the other camR and gave them the letter. Since then
they've said nothing, but now another truck has ex-
plodled in our area So we have to pay anyway.

Continued in the next edition of Burma Issues
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News Briefs...

SLORC and Laos

SIF]n_ agreements

A delegation of |gh officials led bg/ General Than Shwe

visited L.aos on thé 9th of June. Thé Burmese delegation

included Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt, Fore’\hgn Minister-Oh

Gyaw, Economic Planing Minister- Maj. Gen. David
el, Agriculture Minister- Maj..Gen. Mymt Aung and

Information Minister- Col. Mya Thant.

It was the first foreign visit for Gen. Than Shwe after
bem&; appointed as Chairman of SLORC in April 1992,
On June 13 the two countries signed three important
a?reements: 1) demarcation of thie 236 km houndary
afong the Mag Kong River, 2) establishment of a joint
border committee, and 3) tourism cooperation.

Closer relations between the neighbors was si?n_als
SLORC's successful attempts to bréak international iso-
lation after it's brutal_su? ression on the nationwide

democracX movement in sources: BP (940610),
TN (940614).

Burma army demol-

iIshes mosque.
On June 5, Burmese soldiers demolished a mosque for
the expansion of a road in Thingan Nyinaung, about 19

Km west of the Burmese bordertown Myawaddy on the
Thai border.
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Though local Muslims pleaded with the soldiers to save
70 year old mosque, their requests were ignored  Wit-
nesses claim that the soldiers were heavily drunk  Mus-
lims are now fear the destruction of other mosques along
the road- sources: BP(940608), Personnel

Japan demands re-

lease of Suu KXI
508 of 763 legislators in the lower and upper houses of
Japan's parliament signed a letter demanding that the
Burmese military reléase Nobel Peace Prize” L aureate
Aung San Suu Kyi  Organizers saX that the diet also
called for the release ofarestimated 1,000 ofher political

prls%ners, and cession of power to the civilian govern-
ment.

The letter was addressed to UN. Secretary General

Boutros Boutros-Ghali. Japan has not been &s vocal as

the United States, and European countries in protesting

human rights abuses In Burma. It has continued to deliver

aid promised before the junta seized power in 1988 and

rBecentIy several influential legislators have visited
urma.

Legislator, Shokei Arai, a close aIIaY of Foreign Minister
Koji Kakizawa, said that the legislators who Rave visited
?glreefs% dthat aid should"be restimed only If Suu Kyi s
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