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Civil war has destroyed the lives of many ethnic minorities

Inthis issue, B.U.R.M.A. looks briefly at the recent "reforms" initiated by Slorc. The
major issue facm? Burma continues to be the on-going civilwar. If sincere efforts by
the Slorc are not taken to end thiswar, all reforms initiated can not bring peace to
Burma. (See Politics, page 6)
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O 'n the 28th of April, the Slorc
regime's spokesman, Brig-Gen
Maung Hla, abruptIK announced on
the state run radlot at the military's
P(esent major 0 fenswe against t e
aren State had been halted in order
to show national spirit and good will.
This announcement came oIIowmg
Sirre's failure to capture Manerplaw
headquarters of the Karen Nat|onal
Union, by their deadline of Ma
(Burmese Armed Forces DaY)
ever Slorc d|d not makeany s atement
concerningtl elroffenswesa ainst the
ethnic Kachin Independent Army.
Even though the offlmal statement
was made jublic, Burmese troops
continued efforts to budd motor

roads leading to Manerp aw, and  Ag |

CIVIL WAR

a_porter. One_family recently inter-
viewed was a Burmese fishing family
of seven who came from south of Ye
tewa They said the fines demanded
were more than what they could earn.
One armer said he was supposed to

yance quota of 100 tins compared

h50tins lastyear, He does not even
grow as much s 100 tins.

One relief agency working closely
with the, refugees said that the border
population must be at least 70,000 by
now. As always it s dlfflcult to predict
what the numberswill be in the tuture,
The rains are still four to elgght weeks
away so it is expected that refugee
numberswill certainly increase before

that in the present offensives against
the Kachin querrillas, China has heen
assntmd the Burmese army, Chinese
trucks Trom Yunam province have
been spotted carryingammunition for
the Burmese arniy to mop up Kachin
resistance. A member of the K10 said
that China has not denied the KIO
statements about China's involve-
ments. _

Although the withdrawal of some
Burmese troops from the Man-
nerplaw area, the release of a small
number of political prisoners inside
Burma, and the promise to call a na-
tional convention in the near future

seems toindicate asoftening stance by *
Slorc, most Burmawatchers are™B

far from optimistic. According

nternational attention focused
S L o themalonal convenion n Ran- Ber e ol
troops in HtreeParWeeKyo OOH anad Its p OmISGS new COH- simply be another ploy of Slorc
See |ng Dog Mountain) near tltUtIOﬂ the'Slorc co aunch an todivertinternational attention
anneip aw However,” Slorc away from the border war. It
did withdraw some of th eir EVEN more VICI us e S0N CAM- will"take another six months
o0ps from other less strategic a| n a aIﬂSt t SesIna before the national convention
hill Lops surrounding Man- GOUt IS con- »lorc has promised to call could
ner t tt tt t fot trol be convened. That would be at

ABouHOOOprlsonerfrom the Stall rea 0 EII‘ Otal contro

various prisons inside Burma
have heen used as conscripted
laborers for constructing roads
and for carrying heavy supplies to the
troops in thé area durlngi he military's
}{ season offensive. 1n_this effort,
only prisoners facing criminal senten-
ces were used rather than political
risoners and dissident students,
oreover, civilians from the slums
and even from the relocated (satellite)
towns in suburban Randoon were
rounded up and forced to be con-
scripted lahorers and human mine
sweepers, Since the start of the dry
season offensive, at Ieast300ﬁr|soners
have died after being caught in the
exchange of fire hetween Store's
troops and ethnic Karen guerrillas.
Until the first of April, hundreds of
refugeeswere arriving at the Thal bor-
dereveryday from thévarious interior
areas and éven some of them came
from the Slorc controlled areas. The
reason most of the people gave for
fleeing from the government areas is
that Slorc's soldiers charge them at
|east 200 kyats per month Up to 5,000
kyats to be’exempted from Serving as
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over the country.

than but hopefully to not more than
0, a figure the relief programs
could manage, We can not rule’out a
major influxof new refugees the relief
a encg said.
he 28 April announcement by Slorc
raises questions as to whether or. not
an end to the offensive has really final-
ly arrived, However events during
darly April suggested that the Slort
re9|me Wwas lalinching an even more
infensive offensive a(l]alnst the ethnic
Kachin civilians. Villages have been
forcefully relocated or burnt down.
On 5 April 1992 Slorc's army regi-
ment No.38 and. 108 infantry unit
entered Prang Hu-Dung village in
Bhamao District and brutally “shot
Bazooka rockets into the  local
catholic church while the villagers
were attendlnd Sunday service. One
nun and 8 chifdren wére reported to
have been killed in the attack and
many more wounded.
On 13 April the Kachin Inde-
pendence Organization (KIO) stated

the start of the next dr}/ season.
As international attention
focused on the national conven-
tion in Rangoon and its
gromlses of a new constitution, the

lorc could launch an even more vi-
clous dry season cami)algn against the
Karen bases in a final attempt to wipe
out this constant threat to their total
control over the country.
Bens will the international community”P

e ready to mobilize the pressure
needed to helpforce Slorc to back off?
The answer to that depends on just
how effectively Slorc can not manipu-
|ate the interhational perspective of
the issues facing Burma today.

§gﬁjorc sRadio Announcements
Thailand

*Ban%(ok Post Thalland
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*Personal Sources
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O n the first of Apnl 1992 Slorc
announced thatforfiscal year 1092-93
the state has targeted the GDP at
3,866m kyats (about US$8977.6 m
lionat the official exchange ratel) The
overall growth rate is aimed at 5.8%
but at the same time the economic
deficit is about US$1 billjoa otaI
exports are targeted at about 4,236
million Kyats (about US$706 mrIIronZ
whileimports are expected to be abou
5,748 million kyats {US$958 millign).
Itis eneraII y dccepted that thereisa
Iarc{;e |scregancy between the figures
stated by Slor¢ and the economic
realities of the countr¥
Reportsindicate that about 16,7 mil-

AMion of the total national population of
ANELT million are living well

below the
overty line. This figure will continue
0 increase as the internal securrtg
defense budget is mo?pm up 20
billion kyats (US$3.4 billion) peryear.
This Is an increase of 17% from the
udget of 178 billion, 32%
from the 1090-01 budget and 27% of
the 1989-90 budget This is the first
trme these frdures have been made
ublic since the military took over
otal state power more” than thirty
years ago.

Whrle the military Junta has claimed
that theywil| attairi @ 11.0% growth in
the industrial sector this year, the
country Is facing many shortages.
Even in the caﬁltal city of Rangoon,
civilians face shortages of electricity
almost daily. Family-owned portable
felectric generators are pecoming es-
sential for the peoPIe of Rangoon in
order to insure that they have Tegular
and reliable electricity. These
shortages of electric_power also will
have an on- qomg effect on state in-
dustrial developments. The plans of
the state to increase electrical supplies
so that Burma is self sufficient in
power neverseem to materialize. The
old Law Pi Ta hydro rt)ower station
located in the Kayah State remains the
onlymajor distributor ofelectricity for
the state. Despite the serious
problems, the Slorc's 1991-92
economic report did not indicate the
actual needs of the nation for electric
power nor development plans in this
area. Itonly stated that present power
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Rroduction is 2478 million kilowatt-
ours
Meanwhile, nine forelgn oil com-
panies are Worklng in BUrma under

joint economic ventures with the
junta. They are carrying out extensive

oil exploration opérations both on
shore and off shore, but have not yet
discovered any major oil wells. Even
thoughtheyhave discovered some gas,
the process of developing these wells
to meet the needs of Burma will take
at least three more years.

The nine oil comPanles have each
made deposits of at least U85$ million
for_their contracts with the Slorc
regime which means benefits for the
Burmese military even though no
major oil discoveries have yet” been
made. These deposits seem not. to
have any beneflt on the lives of the
oea E) LPU lation who must now pay
almost US$13 (at the official exchange
rate foronegallon ofgason the illegal
market as there are severe shorta es
of fuel on the legal market It is
illegal market which suP ports th e
transportation services throughout
the country.

The re%rme has set animpossible tar-
get of 5:9% growth in the a?rrculture
sector Lastyear theworst flood in 50
years hit Burma's major rice produc-
Ing area, hadly affectrng the country's
rice supplies.” The flood left 3,500, 00
geoBe homeless and destroyed

00 acres of farmland along with
8 Lvillages.

The agnculture sector has, further
been hurt by the on-going civil war.
Clashes between armed Karen guer-
rillas and Slorc forces in the Telta
regionofBurmabroke out in October

of "last year and have continued
through February of 1992, Slorc
military forces have responded b

relocatlnﬂ an unknown number 0
Karen viflages suspected of having
contact with'the guerrillas and cuttmg
off all transportatlon routes into an
out of these areas. This seriously
hamRers rice production in this ared
which is one of the more productive
agriculture areas in the couyntry.
SBrious starvation is expected in the
camps set UR to hold the relocated
villagers as they can no _longer plant
and harvest their crops. The problem

will become most serious as the rainy
season comes the middle of May.

International reliefagenciesworking
along the Thai/Burma border alsg
note” that an_increasing number of
refu ees are farmers from deeper in-
side urma Th e[){]sayt ey are commg
to the border as they can'not produce
enough to pa¥ the taxes demanded b
local “Slorc” otficials. Their number’s
suggest that the rural economy is
rapidly collapsing

s, the economy of the population
declines, Slorc has been working hard
to increase their foreign exchange
reserves. In 1990, for example, foreign
reserves increased from_USS150 mil-
lion to US$550 miflion. This increase
can he attributed, for the most part, to
the Fore|gn Investment Law’ which
was issued in 1989. Many foreign
companies took advantage of this law
to |nvest In lucrative dealswhich simp-
)(] placed more cash In_the pockets of
fhe Burmese militaly. The law allows
for two types of investments, The first
IS an investment in which the foreign
company holds one hundred percent
of the capital invested. The second
type isajointventure made hetween a
foreign”investor and a citizen of
Burma with the share of the foreign
Investment bemrq at least 35% of to aI
capital, This faw brought about a

uick increase of forelgin exchange

starting with US$159 million in 1989
and increasing to US$310 in 1990. As
of September” 1991, the Slorc regime
had given permlssron to 1,089 limited
companies, 121 f orelgn companies
arr]rd branch offices and 658 partner-
ships.

Despite this increase in the flow of
cash Into the country, there has been
no positive development In the lives of
the people. This Is mainly due to the
extremely high expenses the Slorc
must pa¥ for internal security and for
their detence budget which is needed
tosuP press the democratic movement
and he struggle of the ethnic groups
for autonomy.

Sources

*ADB Qutlook (1991)
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*Bangkok ost (23-24/4/92)
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*Personal Sources
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THE CIVIL SERVICE

When the British colonial power
annexed Burma in 1885, the economic
structures of Burma were far behind
the modem world, So were the ad-
ministrative and educational systems.
Hence the British governmenthad to
rely on British and Indian citizens to
fill'various positions in the civil ser-
vice.

At that time, "The immediate need
was to create a class of people who
couldhelpthe British rule.” (AungSan
Suu Kyi, Burma and India, Some
AsPec_ts_of Intellectual Life' Under
Colonialism, Page 24) The education-
al system introduced by the British
ovérnment was_adjusted to, supp

e judges, magistrates, police ‘an
revenueofficialsrequired for the basic
needs of the new general administra-
tion. For the auxiliary servicessuch as
engineers, doctors and so on, where
spécial training was required, the
British governmentfound thatimport-
Ing forgigners was much easjer and
chea;l)er an training the indigenous
PEOpIE. :

Thus the colonial government suc-
cessfully established an effective and
stable bureaucratic machinery which
Pro_ved Instrumental_and efféctive |n
heir attempts to subjugate the people
of Burma. , o

Under that machinery each official
derived his authority throu%h his m-
mediate superjor and so on through a
chain of officials up fo the heads of
deP,ar_tments called directors. Every
official was subjected to .the

rescribed rules in all his activities.

fficialswere transferred frequentIY.

YoungBurmanswere enc,oura%ed 0
recognize that thosewhowished to get
on I the ranks of the British Empire
had to learn EWISh and acquire the
tr,uallments of a Western-styled educa-
lon.

This process ofcolonization began in
1825, Soon after the first Anglo-Bur-
mesewarwhen parts of Burma, name-
ly Arakan (Rakhine) and _Tennen-
sarim (Taninthayi), were yielded to
the British. The process was so_suc-
cessful that Arthur Phayre, the Chief
Commissioner ofBritish Burma, in his
regort fo the Home Affairs Depart-
ment of the Government of India in
1884, wrote ""The people of Burma as
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yet know very little of the British
government éxcept as a police, a
revenue, and a judicial power, _

C_ontemlpl_atmlq the vast market in
China, British India adopted a é)O|IC
to develop the material resources ¢
Burma _throu%h trade and_ economic
enterprises. Before colonial powers
came in, Burma was a closed society
to_tall¥ cut off from the outside world
with the scoPe of its economy very
limited for self-sufficiency only.

As the process of maodern estab-
lishment Began, the consequences of
thisseclusion cropped up encouraging
an influxof foreignerswho controlled
almost all the frade and economjc
enterprises, Thus the economic
power went into the hands of foreign-
ers; namely Europeans, Indians and
Chinese. For the younger ageneranons
of Burma who weré educated in
modern schools, the bestway, and.the
only way for.a better life_was to join
the'general civil services. This created
a favorable sityation for the British
authorities to select the most brilliant,
humble and industrious young per-
sons for appointment into the ap-
propriate positions according to the
choice of the authorities. Heénce the
ovi| services became one of the most
reliable machines of the British
government.

By. the turn of the century, as
patriotism grew in Burma, numerous
young Burmans were involved 1n
P0|Itlca| movements which were. in-

luenced be/ Western political
PhI|OSO hy, Butthe civil services kept
ar_away “from politics because the
British government proved to be too
sensitivé_concerning cases where Its
civil service employges were involved
In politics. Any civil service personnel
who were found to be related to any
P_olmcal movement were sure to he
ired, Not only the personpel themsel-
ves, but if anyone from their families
were found to be involved in politics
theywould certainly be fired. Cimited
numbers of positions in the civil ser-
vice and the sparing numbers of equ-
cated unemployed™ pushed the cvil
servants Into ever more, vulnerab|
conditions. Thus the civil servant in
Burma became one of the most loyal
sections ofthe people. But loyaltywas

to the “existing government." When-
ever there was a change of govern-
ment, the civil servants promptly
shlfttted their loyalty to the new govern-

en
J.S Furnivall, a respected British
scholar, wrote in his bpok An Intro-
duction to the Political Economy of
Burma, "..after the Brifish ?overn-
ment [eft Burma the officials were
screened and found loyal to the
Japanese; after the war they were
again screened and found loyal to
their former Brifish masters, and on
the attainment of independence they,
in general, loyally accepted service
under the Burmese government.
(Furnivall, J.S., Prefacg to the third)
addition of An Introduction to_the
Political Econom%/ of Burma. 1957)
Before WWII the loyalty of civil ser-
vants to the British government was
almost 100%. But after the war some
powerful organizations of civil sr-
vants emerded. The Ministerial
Services' Organization, All Burma
Teachers' Organization, All Burma
Medical Practitioners” Organization,
and the All Burma Fire Brigade were
active in their struggle for their rights
aswell as for the imdependence of the
nation. All of them were affiligted
with ~the Anti-Fascist Peoples
Freedom Lea%ue (AFPFEL), the politi-
cal front led by national leader
GeneraIAunann. .
In August 1946 all these orPam_za-
tions took part in the general strike
whichwas persopally ledoy AungSan.|
After independence somje went un-
derground while some disintegrated
voluntarily or did as instructed by the
\FPFL government. During the late
fifties the civil services organizations
were reorganized according to their
lines of employment. The Civil Ser-
vices Union was the broadest, but it
was_not as strong as the fabor or-
ganization, Though there were some
small scale token strikes, mostly
demanding an increase in salaries,
fairness in appointments, promotjons
and transferofemployees etc., nation-
wide strikes did not occur during the
eriod from 1948-62. Even so, durm?
he reign of the caretaker governmen
led by general Ne win (1958-60), a
number-of leaders of the civil service
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or,(t;anlzat_lonswe,re arrested d(to?ether
with leftist politicians and student
leaders) and tortured. Theywere then
sent to the prison on Cacos Island
about 400 kilometers from the nearest
coast to be kept there for one gear.. .
During that period (1948-6 P civil
servants were not overtly involved in
party politics. All the civil service or-
?anlzatlons en,{oyed independence
rom party politics, That admirable
R‘recedence was totally destroyed by
Ne Win and his %enerals after their
infamous coup in 1962. On March 28,
1964, the Revolutionary Council,
which was the council of generals
formed by Ne Win, issued a declara-
tion on riational unity prohlbltln%, all
organizations and political parties.
Later they founded the Burma
Socialist Program Party (BSPP) and
(invited all the civil servants to join the
BSPP. Although BSPP menibership
was not_compulsory, it became the
most reliable immunity certificate for
the civil servants which could save
them even_from disciplinary actions
for their misconduct = Party member-
ship was also a reliable prop for their
promotion. There were numerous
cases where non- art>{ officials, how-
ever qualified ana zealous in carrying
out their duties, were overtaken by
their juniors. Thus BSPP party mem-
berstiip became an all purpose license.

In 1966 the Workers' Council, later
to be called the Workers' Asiayone
(Qrganization) was founded and most
of the civil Servants and manual
laborers became members. Nearly all
of the leaders came from the military
and the policy and programs of the

Workers' Asiayone were prescribed
by the BSPP. Hence the organization
wasmmply an instrument of the BSPP
to control the civil servants and
workers.

On June 6, 1974, workers and ad-
ministrative staff members of almost
all factories in Burma (al| factories
were State owned because the military
regime_confiscated all private busi-
nesses in 1963-64) launched a nation-
wide strike demanding an increase in
salary and improvement ofwork sites.
After a few days Ne Win sent armed
soldiers to crush the boycott and they
massacred more than”100 workers,
several hundred otherswere wounded
and thousands were arrested and im-
prisoned. From that time on workers
and civil servants never attempted
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%?aln to, organize another hoycott
ley decicled that the hestway to Solve
the ‘problems created by the rlsm?
prices of consumer goodswas to stea
what ever they could. Everyda
workers as well &s civil servants woul
sneak a few sheets of paper or a num-
ber of pencils or whatever else they
could out of their offices. On the other
hand, they had to make some small
money from their clients so that tips
becarie a must for everyone who had
an occasion to deal with any govern-
ment office. Without tips even a
simple case could take months, if not
years. Eventually money became as
powerful as BSPP memb,ershlE): In
determining status in the society. Cor
ruption broadened to every corner of
Burmese society. Office workwas left
unattended. The maxim, ""No work.
No Problem. No danger." became
evetrmore popularamong the civil ser-
vants.

Military officerswere sent to various
civil dePartments, with the assignment
to tackle corruption. However; within
a fewyears they became champions of
corruption. TTie civilian officials lost
their life long ambitjons to become the
heads of respective departments,
managingdirectors, director generals,
or directdrs because these posts were
reserved for mllltarY ersonnel only.
~When the Political Pension Law was
introduced on October 18, 1980, the
entire administrative system turned
from bad to worse. A person in civil
service had to work for more than
fwenty years to become entitied to a
full perision. But a person who be-
came a counci] member of any level -
township or. divisional or central - be-
came qualified for a full pension after
amerefouryearsasacouncil member.
This new law further damaged the al-
ready spoiled mentality of the services
personnel. . .

Still small money obtained from tips
or stealingvarious materjals could not
solve the™ financial, problems of the
broad masses of civil servants. Havmq
no legal organizations to represen
them ‘and having no other means to
E)_resent their grievances, dissatisfac-
lon accumulated year after¥ear.

When students protested the BSPP
regime’s demonetization order in Sep-
tember of 1987, the civil servants
silently supported them since the
students' demand to retract the
demonetization decree was identical

to their aspirations. When the 1988
uprising broke out in August,. the
9overnment emPIo,yees refrained
hemselves from taking part because
they feared retaliation Dy the regime.
Butwhen Dr. Maung Maung betame
?remdent on August 19 and declared
hat a plebiscite Would be conducted
theywere dellghted. Thelrdellghtdld
nof last long Decause the BSPP party
officials distributed hundreas of
placards and banners to every factory
and administrative office and depart-
ment to be posted. The banners and
placards said, "We support the one
party system!"™ However those
placards’and banners backfired and
were the last and final thrust which
emboldened the civil servants to sup-
port openly and to take part in the
nationwide™ uprising for democraC}/.
Employees from edch and every o

fice, even the emBIo ees of the tate
council office, BSPP headquarters of-
fice and war office took to the streets.
The entire government machinery
came to a stand still.

It is note worth¥, that some offices
continued to function throughout the
struggle, not for the government but
for the welfare of the public. The Post
and Telegraph Office functioned
without any trouble, apparentlg more
smoothly than before. The, Elgctric
PowerCorPoratlonwasfunctlonlngso
smopthly that there was not a single
blackout during the period of one and
a half months during the uprising (in
R,an%oon, blackoutS were” common
with two or three or even more black-
outs every week). The civil servants
have proven thattheyare real servants
of the people. They have proven that
the corruption “that occurred
everywhere in Burma during the last
three decades is due to the System of
government and the political” system,
and that the mentality of the civil ser-
vants dependson the general situation
of the country.

They are now being relentlessly
PUH_IS ed by the Slor¢ for showing
heir genuing competence and for
demonstrating their aspirations
during the upnsmg. Tens of
thousands have lost their jobs.
Thousands have been imprisoned.
Many more are now kept under con-
stant’surveillance.
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O n April 24, 1992 Slarc issued
Declaration No 10/92 which stated
that General Saw Maung had been
replaced by General Than Shwe as
Prime Minister of Burma. The an-
nouncement was 3|?ned by Mafor
General Khin Nyunt, Secretary-1 of
the State Law and Order Restoration
Council. General Than Shwe was also
appointed Chairman of Slorc and

efence Services Commander-in-
Chief. At almost the same t|me Slorc
also announced that Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi's family had been given per-
mission tovisit herafter moré than two
years total isolation, and that the
military campaign against Man-
nerplaw. would bé ended (see Civil
War article in this issue).

Declaration number 11/92 also
stated that Slorc would carry out the
foIIome measures: -

the. persons arrested and
detained politically, those for whom
there are no reasons to endanger the
security of the State, will be released
promply;

b) Inaccordance with the State Law
and Qrder Restoration Council Dec-
laration No 1/90, dated the 27th July,
1990, the State Law and Order Res:
toration Council will, in respect of the
conveningofthe national Convention,
meet and co-ordinate within two
months, with the leaders of the Hlut-
taw (Parliament) Representatlves of
political parties existing lawfully an
Individual Hluttaw Representatives;

¢) The State Law and Order Res-
toration Council will convene the Na-
tional Convention within six months
in order to lay down the basic prin-
ciples for the drafting of a firm and
stable Constitution, “after meeting
and coordinating as mentioned in
subclause (b) abave.

Thesesudden "reconciliatory" moves
by Slorc caught many péople by
surprise and raised the question as to
whetheror not Slorcm|g t, indleed, be
changing Its policy, softening its stand
and Opening the way for a peaceful
solution to“the long civil conflict in
Burma. Yet there arevery few, if any,
Burmese who seem to”take these
moves seriously. One older Burmese
man who has watched changes taking
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place in Burma for many decades now
exprlamed this skeptmsm as follows:
here are rumors that we ethnic
peoPe are omgt secede from |§
nion. It we warlted to do So we wou
have done it In 194% 19 when the
overnment was |n a helpless |tuat|on
eare%;oln tosubmit our eso ution to i
Eegarl ament Thgtrso ution would
ur roposal to |scusse In the
parlla ent.

These were the wgrdso Sa0 Hhun

Hkio, a amous and Inf ueritla Shan

State’.leader, when he ex ame te

situation to Prf]me nister U

nd anothgr ethnic e der, Sao Wunn
aya fate, {0 tbget er accorﬁganle
a his way hack home

ust fttheBurma Broadcastln rV|ce

mgte

%In Ran on arteratten
rst nce
tnic ea ers an

essmn atvvo ycon er
rominent
po |t|C|ans The day was March 1,
The o ference had heen called
Nuwitht elntentlono garn} %% ga?
as |rat|os nd d Haan s of fhe ethnic
peoples which cou prowge |5ﬂovern
etW| valuable datafor ainending
teconstltunon ,

Bet UNU's mtientﬁans ere nevertohe
rea Izeq, . Barely three nours after Sao
kun Hkio an ?ao Wunna [eft U Nu
a etachment o tro sarrlve atU
Nus 0use and too away at

%eraﬁmtg) i Tauﬁcg(e:ersa 0 z

calmln éhat th erred%’ ?so Inorder
t0 save die Unidn from fnter |on1
Fromthat oment the civil war, whi
was already slowly rowm
country, be ans read gnra R/ toa
partso the n|| res&Jt a
eEFH.% O e PLOpery 8n
esop Iurma !
e co
economic hase led to the 1988 uprisi
e Idt 0 95
In W (i d;ougans of urban eg
were kille

f the countrY]

The str ?
for democ¥aﬁy contlunge WltIe ?/a%t

tlon %ﬁaglgenoerODDeenﬁc?ccrtan? r\teehJ ﬁ

A
ate tne elections ang estroy the op-
position.

De Elte the landslicle v[!ctor of the
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The people of Burma, as well as
much of the international’ commumtyk
have seen many unsubstantial "peacé
overtures from the BSPP such as the
Peace ne?0t|at|ons in 1963 which col-
a sed aftersixmonths, the formation

of an Interim Unity Advisory Board in
November 1968 whose advice was to-
tallyignored by the BSPP, the transfer
of power from, the military to civilian
rule in 1974 in which the military
leaders, including Ne Win, 3|m5)Iy
took off their uniforms, the mult
party general elections in 1990 after
which"the leaders of the victorious
NLD party were imprisoned and par-
liament was never convened. of
these actions proved to 3|mply be
strategies by the military to corifuse
and further manjpulate” the people.
With these experiences behind them,
the people of Burmawill bevery reluc-
tanttoplace muchhopeon the present
promises of Slorc.

Other Burmawatchers point out the
following issues:

1) By replacing Saw Maung and im-
med|a eI){ suggsestmg that reforms are
takin pace lorc”is trying to con-
vince the people of Burma and the

(contmued as POT JTTCS on page 7)
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Asian Human Rights Com-

T he Asian Human Rights Commis-
sion based in Hong Kong has
produced a campaign kit to. belp
groups and organizations whowish to
Support the movement for peace and
human rights in Burma, The profes-
swnallr produced kit contains a
chrono_ogg of political and economic
events inBurma from 1962 to 1989, a
sheet giving facts and figures on
Burma’s economy and another sheet
giving some suggestions for a Burma
campaign. Two post cards and a lat/ge
poster are also a part of the kit This
lis an excellent resource for anyone
whowants to know more about Burma
and who wants to get creatively and
effectively involved In supporting the
peace mgvement for Burma. 1t can be
ordered from:_Burma Campaign, ¢/o
Asian Human Rights Commission, 4th
Floor, 57 Peking Road, Kowloon
Hong Kong

POLITICS

(continued from page 6)

International .community that the
person responsible for the past three
and a half years of failure was Saw
Maung himgelf. In fact, Saw Maung
was a powerless man controlled by Ne
Winand Khin Nyunt (Ne Win's hand-
picked assomaté, both of whom are

still controlling what

happe,ns in Burma, Few peogle expect
anything new under Than Shwe who
may alsh be a E)owerless frontman for
those who really control the power in
Burma. o
2) Slorc has "ended" their military
campal%n against Mannerplaw be-
cause, they were unable to take the
base in March as they declared they
would, because they have suffered ex-
tremely heavy loses and the morale of
their troops Is very low, and because
the rains are startln(t; which will mean
more difficulties for them to keep sup-
lies rolling in to their forward posi-
lons.  Karen forces around Man-
nerplaw also report that Slgrc troops
have only_been withdrawn from posi-
tions which are not so important
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Canadian Friends of Burma

T'he Capadian Friends of Burma,
based in Ottawa, have been active in
trying to bring about changes in the
Canadian governments position
regarding Petro-Canada’s invest-
ments in"oil exploration in_Burma.
They are also encouraging the
Canadian t];overnment to recognize
theNationaf Coalition Government of
the Unign of Burma (NCGUB).
Theseactions are carried out together
with leaders of other national associa-
tions in Canada including labor
teachers, churches and international
development agencies. They have
also rajsed funds to help with medical
work along the Thai/Burma border.

Mgﬂese Relief Center -

T he BRCJapan recently carried out
two demonstrations calling for Thai
?overnment officials to have merc
owards refugees from Burma, an
calling for an international hoycott of

strateglcallg. Itis not clear if the total
number of Slorc troops,in the area has
actually decreased or If they have just
been relocated to nearby positions.

It seems quite clear that Slorc will
probably continue their Mannerplaw
campaign as soon as the next dry
season_ begins. in about six months,
This will coincide with the opening of
the national convention in Rangaon.
If Slorc can focus international dtten-
tionon Rangoonand this national con-
vention, they mightheable to carry out
their offensive ‘against MannerPIaw
with less pressure” against them from
theinternational comm.u_nltf/. _

3). The release of political prisoners
by Slorc can only he taken seriously if
they release all ROlItICEﬂ prisoners In-
cluding Daw Aung San Suu Ky,
Presently they seent to be releasing
only those who are much older and i
wedk health, or those already dis-
missed from their parties. Without the
release of the major qpposition
leaders, a national convention can not
draw upaconstitutionwhich meets the
requirements of the opposition, and

Thai Airways as a means of pressuring
the Thai government to withdraw IS
support of the Burmese military
reqlme. They .are also planning t0
hold a Festival for Burmese
Democracy during which they will try
to raise more JaPanese awareness f
the suffering of the people in Burma
and the role’ which Japanese invest-
ments plays in keeping Slorc alive.

gl Burma Can:

T'he International Burma Campaign
has been established 1 Washington
DChy human rights and peace grouﬁs
from” many countries ‘around the
world. The IBCwill try to help coor-
dinate international campalﬁ]ns. They
are actively promoting the Pepsi
boycott supgortlng the campaign to
frée Aung. San Sty Kyi and Other
political prisoners, distributing infor-
mation and encouraging many other
activities,

more |mpor_tantl,¥4 the needs of the in-
digenous minorities.

_ A national convention and the
writing of a new constitution must be
superseded bY _talks with the
Democratic. Alliance of Burma
(DAB) Inwhich the grievances of the
ethnic minorities can be aired and ef-
forts be made to deal with the root
causes of the four-decade-old civil
war. This canonly be donewhen Slorc
calls a total cease fire with all the eth-
nic minorities and withdraws their
troops from these ethnic areas.

Shartly after the 1990 elections, the
winningNLD party suggested that the
1947 constitutiori, drawn up_ while
Britain still had a presence in Burma
be used to govern the country unti
stahility allowed the writing of"a new
documenttomeet the present realities
of the country. Slorc leaders scuffed
at the idea saying, "how can a constitu-
tion for an indépendent state written
under a colonial government be reli-
able?"  Political “activists in Burma
today are asking, ""How.can a constitu-
tion written under a dictatorship be a
reliable and democratic one?

B.URMA.



Hong Kong Investment

The Hong Kong based "Winner Co.
Ltd" forme aiomtventurewnh Sigre
on 7 April 1992. Total investments for
the JV Is Burmese Currencg K/!at
10,400,000 (about US$1,733,333). Ad-
dress of the ™ Winner Co." is:
Mr. Yue Kwok Hung,Director,
2nd Floor, East Ocean Center,
98, Granville Rd.,,
Kowloon, Hong Kong.
* Note: Please send protest let-
ters to the above address.
Source.. (WPD-9/4/92.)

gzﬁg@mrelgesof Universities

Burma's military intelligence chief
Maj-Gen Khin Nyunt, announced on
April, that the Universities and col-
leges would open again, The an-
nouncement was made at the meetl_n%
of the "Education Committee"” whic
was formed on September 2. All the
universities and colle%es were shut
down for the second time since
December last year because of the

May 1992

NEWS IN BRIEF

students' anti-Slorc demonstrations.
Khin Nyunt also announced the new
education lawsset up toinsure that the
students'anti-Slorcmovementswould
notstartup again. He added that Slor¢
had already approved the opening of
a sperate university for the University
Correspondent Course.
Source: (WPD'8/4/92)

atoo[%ping Logging Conces-

Slorg's minister of Forestry, Lt-Gen
Chit Shwe stated that "as soon as the
contracts date expire, timber extrac-
tionwork at extraction camps (of Tha
logging concessions) In the border
area should be stoRped". He did not
elaborate, but_perhaps this is due to
tensions in Thai-Burma border
relationships stemming_from Slorc’s
accusations that local” Thaj military
commanders are helping the ethnic
Karen resistance.
Source: (WPD-8/4/92.)

Hr'r\llﬁ e%)& &/atlon on Mus-

O n2nd April, an UN delegation led
By Mr. Jan Eliasson, UN Under
Sécretary for Humanitarian Affairs,
arrived 1n Rangoon to observe the
Muslim refugee crisis along the
Burma-bangladesh border.

On 3rd April, the delegatlon |eft for
aone-dayvisitto the border to find the
actual facts of the current Muslim
refugee problems. o

On 4th April, the delegation visited
the relocated town ofDagon MyoThit
In the suburbsof Rangoon. .

On 6th ARFH the delegation held a™”
meetingwith Maj-Gen
the morning. UNDP resident” repre-
sentative Gerd Merrem also attended
the meetln%. The delegation left from
Burma on the same day. _

On 7th April, the press in Thailand
reported that Mr. Jan Eliasson felt he
had made progress in negotiating the
return of at least some of the Muslim
refugees.
Source™  (WPD-3-5-7/4/92)
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