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A pregnant Karen woman woumndied from axtilllery shzapmel.

As the civil war drags on, more and more innocent people are forced
to suffer. War cancels most of the basic human rights of people in-
cluding therrighttto food, security, happiness, home, and good health
care.

As long as the war continues to rage throughout Burma, the people,
especially those living in the rural areas, will not be guaramteed their
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DPNS Closuie

Duing December, due mainly to
thie tigihtening grip of Slorc over the
officially registered political parties
throughout the country, the militancy
of the people has increased. Burma’s
second stromgest party, the
Democratic Party for a New Society
(DPNS) was de-registered on the 6th
of December, 1991 and numerous key
candidates from the winning National
League for Democracy (NLD) have
being expelled from their party by
Slorc under suspicion of being in con-
tact with unlawful armed dissidients.
Obviouslly, Store’s onerous action
against the opposition is creating
desperation among the citizens, and
raising the question in their minds as
to whether a peaceful way to end
militarization and the undemocratic
system of the past 43 years can actually
be found. Consequently, tie takirmguyp
of arms as the hope for bringing about
change is intensifying the civil war in
Burma.

Recenlly, more than 100 members of
the expelled DPNS have armived in
Manerglaw, the headquarters of the
ethnic Karen on the Thai Burma bor-
der. The DPNS grew out of the All
Burma Students’ Federation Union
(ABSFU) which was actively involved
in the nationwide uprising in 1988.
After Gen. Saw Maung led the 1988
military coup, the ABSFU was recog-
nized as an unlawful organization by
the military. However the students
andyouths of the ABSFU had the op-
portunity to form a legal organization,
the DPNS, in order to organize the
strength and energy of the students
and youth under a political banner. By
that time, hundreds of the students of
ABSFU had already joined the armed
struggled alongside the ethnic
minority groups in the countryside.

Slorc then started a campaign
against the DPNS, arresting most of
the key leaders. Most all these leaders
were imprisoned and former chair-
man, Moe Thee Zun left to join with
the armed dissidents of the All Burma
Student Democratic Front. In the
middie of 1990, the next elected chair-
man, Aung Ze Ya was sentenced to
eight years imprisonment accused of
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anti-Slorc activities. Subsequently,
hundreds ofyouths amd studenits went
to the border areas and took up arms
while others went underground in the
urban areas. Following the last sup-
pression against DPNS on 6 Decem-
ber, there is no doubt that more
people will join to the armed struggle.
(Source: present chairman of DPNS,
Myint Zaw in Manerplaw)

Slore’s Season Offen-
sive Dry

On 1st October, clashes between
the Karen National Union (KNU)and
the Burmese military broke out in the
delta near Rangoon which is also one
of Burma’s most produictive rice areas.
Since then the Burmese army seems to
have taken a more aggressive stance
against the KNU. Gen Than Stawe,
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Burmese
Anmy, inaspeech tothe masses in Nga
Pu Taw township in the delta, said,
"We have hundreds of battalions to
crush any of the insurgents and we
have some advanced weapons which
have not been used in any of the battles
up to now." Gen Than Shwe added
that the military has many helicopters
to chase the insurgents as well. He
also called for cooperation from the
residents to rid the country of the in-
surgents.

Lastyear, China exported its sophis-
ticated weapons to Slorc. According
to Karen guerrillas, major clashes are
still happening in the west of the delta
and about 4,000 civilian have been
killed. Most of these were killed by
air-raids of the Burmese air-force.
(Source. Capt. Soe Min, KNU.)

In December there has been an
abrupt increase of more than 2,000
ethnic Karen civilian refugees the
Thai-Burma border due to the Bur-
mese army’s offensives in the Karen
State. Relief agencies trying to help
the refugees are having a hard time
keeping up with these imcreases.

On 17 December, Burmese troops
started shelling one of the Karen Na-
tional Union’s (KNU) outposts called
Nat Ain-Daung. After three days of
shelling, Burmese troops suddenly ap-
proached from the back of the outpost
by using Thai territory. Hours later,

about 700 Burmese troops occupied
the outpost Dissidentsin the area said
the people were caught by surprise as
they did not expect that the Burmese
troops would cross from the Thai
military’s observation posit

Apparenily, Slorc has also being
building motor-roads leading into the
ethnic areas. Civilians are forced to
contribute the expenses for the road
construetion and tie poor people who
are not able to eontribute the money
must_eonbtg;t;te' hgfd (l;gof suehl} as
eaftyin 6ads. ufee. Maf-
gure%a%ey distriet of KNU)

Moreover Slorc has asked the Thai
logging firms to take on the road con- {
struction in many areas in excliange
for lucrative teak logging concessions.

Asacounter plan, President Bo Mya
ofthe KNU instrucited commandets to
attack all road construction teams,
eenduet sabotage operations and ar-
test company workets in order to stop
the Bufffiese ariiy’s advance.

One of the KNU’s strategic stron-
gholds, Kawmoorah, which is located
opposite the Thai border town of Mae
Sod, has been heavily shelled since
the 23rd of December. According to
the Bangkok Pest (December 24,
1991) 17 perters fled 6 December 23
te Mae Sod in the morning, and were
arrested by Thai seldiers whe then
handed them ever again te the Biit-
mese seldiers that afternesnh. Iibsiwé
that they weuld be ejther iartured 6F
exeetiied: (

Currently, Slorcis forciblyrelocating
people into concentration camps in
the ethnie areas while still cartying out
heavy fighting with the ethnic armed
dissidents. The Burmese army has
seftan ultimatuea te the villages on the
frontline stating that if "“weheds sfany
guerrilias in year village, we will ie:
tallywipe itaae*. Ethpic peopleinihe
Kaehin and Karen areas have espe-
eially been fereed t8 releeate o
g?éﬂ%g& iR the geverAment esAtrelled
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Background

Eblldww‘mg Generall Ne Win’'s
military coup on March 2, 1962, the
economic sector of the country was
nationalized step by step. At the
present time ary military leader who
has a close relationship with General
Ne Win can be appointed to the direc-
torship level of the key positions in all
of the economic sectors, The military
leaders practiced the "Burmese Way
to Socialism" as a closed-door policy
which finally resulted in poverty and
starvation throughout the country.

Following the nationwide unarmed
democratic movement in 1888, which
was crushed brutally by the military,
the "new” military regime led by
General Saw Maung abruptly created
an “open door economic policy" which
they claimed was a "market oriented
economic system”. This attempt to
practice capitalism, however, is also
producing poverty and starvation for
at least 80% of the people who are
farmers, farm workers and urban-
poor. Only 5% of the upper class,
including the top military officials, are
able to exploit this new state economic
system. The military is obviously
manipulatimg the entire state
economics for the main purpose of
prolonging their power.

In reality, due to corruption within
the military regime, poor economic
planning, tremendous expenses of the
civil war and an unstable political
situation, none of the economic sys-
tems the military has designed have
ever been effective in building up the
country. Each economic system over
the past forty three years has simply
been developed to provide ary net
profits gained firom Burma'’s economy
to the military regime for the civil war.

According to "Insight Indochina®,
the defence services will use up at least
kyats 6.7 billion (US$ 1.09 billion) out
of the total 1991/92 national budget of
16.5 billion (US$ 2.7 billion). The
education budget, which gets the
second highest percent of the total
budget is only kyats 2.4 billion, or

ECONOMICS

hardware for carrying on the civil war.
Foreign Investments

Amding to Trade Minister Brig-

Gen David Abel and Agriculture and
Forestry Minister Lt Gen Chit Swe,
many foreign investment proposals,
including those calling for 80to 9Qyear
implementation, have been received.
He also claimed that foreign invest-
ments have totaled kyats 15 billion
(about US$245 million) since Slorc
promulgated the foreign investment
law in November 1988. Of this total,
about 800 million kyats have been in-
vested in the petroleum sector. (II-

20/12/91)
American Express

On 17 December 1992, Brig-Gen
David Abel revealed that the "Visa
Credit Card" which is going to be used
now is one of the biggest credit card
businesses in the world.

The Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank
signed a contract for credit card busi-
nesswith American Express Company
Ltd in October 1974. American ex-
press is one of eight American com-
panies investing in Burma. (WPD-
18/12/92)

Asia Development Bank

On 18 December 1992, Brig-Gen
David Abel received the executive
director of the Asian Development
Bank, Mr. Tan Son Chun and dis-
cussed economic corporation be-
tween Burma and ADB. (WPD-
18/12/91)

ChinaLean

Chian’s Huaxia Hainan Develop-
ment Construction and Business
Compamy loaned US$20 million
without interest to the Burmese
military regime. The loan will be used
to purchase rails, engines, coaches,
and linkage rail equipment from
*HHDCBC". (WPD-17/12/91)

Myanmar AirwaysteJakarta

Myanmar Airways will extend its
fligiits to Jakarta with effect from 9
January 1992. The current flight
No.UB 231/232 from Rangoon to Sin-
gapore will be extended to Sunday and
Thursday and flight No. UB 243/244
will fly Rangoon-Singspore-Jakarta-

Internatienal Menetary Fand

On 12 December 1991, avisitiiimg omis-
sion of the IMF led by Mr. J. R.
Dodsworth, met with Brig-Gen David
Abel, Minister for Planing & Finance
and Trade. The mission submitted its
findings and assessments of the
economic and financial situation of
Burma. (WPD-13/12/91.)

Bell Helicopter

The US based Bell Helicopter com-
pany has approached Slorc to supply
spare parts for their bell helicopters
andalsoto set up thejointwventurewiti
Myanmar Airways to carry out repairs
on Burma’s existing fleet of 20 Bell
helicopters which were supplied by
the US government for the purpose of
narcotic suppression in Burma.
Managing director Don Pantle of Bell
Helicopter Ltd. (Singapore) visited
Burma recently for talks with the
transport and communication minis-
try of Slore. (1120/10/91.)

Years ago, according to the *Karen
Bulletin® which also carried a photo as
evidence, ethnic Karen guerrillas shot
down one of these Bell helicopters in
the battle field. It was learnt that the
Burmese military has been using the
Bell choppers in their civil war rather
than for narcotics suppression.

Teak Expert to Thailand

The most important Burmese ex-
ports to Thailand are logs and
processed wood. In 1990/91, the two
export items were worth 1.2 billion
baht of Thailand’s total wood imports
of 1.3 billion baht. The value of the
wood products imported from Burma
to Thailand in the third quarter of
1991 zllome was aliready 1. Gl bt

It is expected that Burmese exports
of these items will increase to 2 billion
baht in 1992 (1USS$ is equal to about
25 Thai tuiint).

In Mid 1991, the military regime an-
nounced that a timber concession
would cost 30 percent more. Price ad-
justments include teak grade 1 from
US$2,000/ton to US$3,000/ton, lower
grade 1 from US$200/ ton to
US$300/ton, hard wood from US$180
to US$270/ton and soft wood from

about 14.5% of total spending. The | Singapore-Ramgwam. (WPD- | US$80/ton to US$120/ton.

vast majority of the budget goes to the | 14/12/91)

military for the purchase of military
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Report from the Shan
Human Rights Fonndietiom

Dnirlin]; the present dry season of-
fensive, the Burmese military has tyeen
moving through many of the ethnic
areas. For survival, they freely take
from the villagers what they need in
food and other goods including money
and gold.
Bang Matt, Si Sang Tewmship,
Seuthern Shan State.

An example of this abuse of power
comes from villlagers of Bang Matt, Si
Sang Township, Southern Shan State.
The villagers who made the complaint
are:

L. Mr. Lung Kyaung, age 62

2. Mr, Htau Tay Saw, age 54

3. Buddhist Monk, Oo Tumana

4, Mr. Lung Kyaung Waung, aged 58

Villagers of Ho Nang, Phat Suim and
Omun village also faced similar op-
pression.

From August 20 to September 6,
1991, Burmese military Company 1,2
and 3 of the 44th Light Infantry Regi-
ment (LIR) entered the area and
began harassing thexillagers, In Bang
Matt village, 10 of the best oxen were
taken. Pigs, chickens and vegetables
were taken from Lung Kyaung along
with his gold savings.

Htau Tay Saw was relieved of

some of his clothing, a wristwatch 'mEE eilizen*hu?mé ﬂm » M
eullure.: ant
recidencee:

and at least 30,000 kyats.

On August 30, the soldhers
entered the monastery and took
gold fioom Oo Tumana who is a
senior monk in the monastery.

HUMAN RIGHTS

2) If any dung from any livestock is
found within the compound, the
owner must pay a fine of 150 kyats.

3) If anykitchen utensils such as rice
and curry cooking pots, or frying plans
is found dirty and blackened, the
owner must pay a fine of 150 kyats.

4) Everything in the bedroom must
be absolutely cleanand tidy. All cloth-
ing must also be clean. 1fanyunclean-
liness is found, a find of 150 kyats will
be made.

Villagers reported that, since it was
impossible to carry out this order to-
tally, the soldiers collected over 30,000
kyats from the villagers. They also
complained that this kind of order is
never given tovillageswhich are ethnic
Burman,

The Burmese military has also used
the Red Wa insurgent group to help
carry out harassment of the local
people. The Red Wa has signed a
cease fire with Slorc.

On October 29, 7 members of the
Red Wa group met some Shan mer-
chants from Lai Kha Township and
stole more than one million kyats from
them after threatening to shoot them.

Keng Tang Township, Eastern
Shan State

On October 18, Brigadier Kyaw Win,

Slorc commander of the Eastern

Two Burman colonels, Kak Sein
and Kyaw Win said that the demoli-
tion would take place in December.
However, the ancient building was
demolished on the 9th of November,
1991

Many people in the town, including
local Buddhist monks, wrote letters of
protest to the authorities stating that
the building should be left as it is a
special building for the Shan people
and important to keep it for future
generations. It is a very important
building to Shan culture and history.
These pleas were totally igmored.

Many Shan people fear that all an-
cient buildings of the Shan princes will i
be destroyed by Slorc in an attempt to
wipe out the Shan people, their
heritage and their culture.

On November 11, four people were
arrested in relation to this case. They
are:

1) Mr. Sai Sarm Tip Sho, aged 36

2) Mr. Sai Sarm Tip, aged 45

3) Mr. Sai Muong Pee, aged 55

4) Mr. Sai Win Myint, aged 45

The four, along with many other
people in the area, had written letters
protesting the demolition of the an-
cient residents of the Shan prince,
They were accused of political of-
fence, and are now in jail in Keng

htmcmdiand

Mary other villagers reported ' Of ouar: Sh!ﬁ_ﬁﬂtﬂl&

having their animals, food stocks,

money, gold and jewelry taken by; ¥ ‘Kyaa Oo

the soldiers under threat by guns.
MengToan Township, Eastera

Shan State

In the month of October, starting
from 9-10-91, tire commanding offiicer;,
togetherwith his jumior officers of tie
65th LIR, gave the following order to
the people of Mong Toan Township.

1) Qean up your residence com-
pound, and if any single grass blade is
found within the compound, the
owner of the compound must pay a
find of 150 kyats.

Command, left Taumpgyi the capital of
the Shan State, with his troops and
arrived in Keng Tung. The com-
mander and his party visited the an-
cient Haw (residence of the Shan
prince) of Sao Hpa Keng Tun in the
heart of the town near the lake. The
Burman commander said that the
building, the private estate of the Shan
prince, would be demolished and
replaced with a new 14-storey hotel.

Tung
Par SarTi Sawe Village,
Meong Nai Township, Seuthern
Shan State

On December 4, 1991, mem—‘
S bers of the 147th LIR, Company
M2 under the command of Ye
Myint arrived in Par Sar Ti Sauc
Village and ordered all the vil-
lagers to desert their village,
homes and land and move to
Mong Nai Township. The
people could only take what they were
able to carry with them.

For many generations, these village
people have earned their living as
farmers and livestock breeders. Now,
if they are forced to live in towns, how
will they survive without land, mice
fields and grasslands? Their lives will
only become more miserable.

B.URMA.
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Burma vs Bangladiesh

wuika the unstable political situa-
tion inside Burma has been intemsify-
ing, tensions between Burma and its
neighbor, Bangladesh, have also
broken out. On December 21, action
abruptly broke out on the 237
kilemeter-long Burina/Bangladesh
berder, following a Burfese Army
(BA) raid en a Bangladesh eutpest

Subsequemtly, Bangladesh officials
annoumnced that the attackwas against
a Bangladesh border guards’ out post
and one soldier of the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) as well as three civikians

kwere killed.

Nonetheless, Col. Than Tun, Deputy
Chief of the Burmese Military Intel-
ligence stated that the out post was
actuallly only an out post of Muslim
guertillas who have recently become
more active against the Burmese
militacy. Later, forelgn media reqrorts
elaimed that the Burinese military ad-
mitted that “there eould have been a
mistake ef errer* n the patt of BA
This admissien was made during talks
Beiween Maj. Abdwt Khalegue of the
BDR and Yun Yie ef ihe BA

Following the December 6 incident,
both sides immediately began rein-
forcing their troops in the area. As
many as 25,000 Burmese troops and
40,000 forces of the Bangladesh
military were brought into the tense
area durng the first week of January

The relations between Bangladesh
and Burma have been steadiily worsen-
ing following the influx imto
Bangladesh of the Bangali refugees
sinee lastyear. Various Muslim resis-
tant greups ineluding the Rohin:
Selidarity Otfganization (RSO),
Araken Rohingya Islafie Front and
the Organization of lslamie Coh-
ferenee (OIC), have been fighting iA
Burtha fer their basie ethnie Fights foF
seme time already. The said
sinee last April and Juy, mere than

16,000 Muslita refugeés arrived iR
s et
hﬁu&hmﬁi VEBE 1At8 Bangladesh.
The situation between the Burmese

military, the Muslim guerrillas and the
Bangladesh military will probably

POLITICS

continue to worsen. According to
journalist Salamat All in Peshawar
Bangladesth, one of the Afagan
groups, comptised mainly of Egyp-
tlans and Algetians, and the Moros
from the Phillppines, haves been in-
velved in training the Arakanese
(Muslinas in the Arakah State). How-
ever, there will e mere talks between
Bangladesh ahd Burtha while beth
side are ifvelved in their preparations
f6F WaF.

Some observers speculate that the
Bangladesh/Burmatensions are a ploy
of the Burmese military to divert at-
tention away from their internal op-
pressive policies. Since the 1962
military coup, Ne Win has constantly
created ethnic conflicts in order to try
to unify the ethnic Burmans behind
him. If the military can convince
people inside Burma that the issues on
the Burma/Bamgladesh border are a
threat to the unity of the nation, per-
haps the anger presently growing
against the military and its
hardhanded rule over the people can
be diverted against the Muslims in-
stead. This is the "divide and rule®
policywhich Ne Win has used so effec-
tively over the past decades.

Universities Closed

On December 10 and 11, 1991,
demonstrationsbrokeoutiimn Rangoon
Universitty campus. Students
gathered to call for the release of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, who was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize on that day, and
to call for the return of the country to
d .

The demonstrations were quickly
broken up by the military who arrest
and beat some of the demonstrating
students. Following these demonstra-
tions, all universities aroumd the
country were once again closed.

On December 24, the Working
People’s Daily printed a speech by
State Law and Order Restoration
Coungill Secretary-1, Maj-Gen Khin
Nyunt in which, among many other
things, he explains the Slorc viewpoint
onthese demonstrations.

Khin Nyunt claimed, in his speech
that not more than 500 students took
partin the demonstrations which con-

sisted mostly of speeches and the
shouting of slogans.

In response, Slorc ordered the tem-
poradilly closing of universities and col-
leges "to prevent further spread of dis-
turbances begun by unscrupulous per-
sons.”

He went on to say that this has
brought much suffering upon over
40,000 students.

"Whether universities and colleges
are to reopem or not is up to the
teachers, thestudents and the parents.
It depends upon their desires and as-
surances and the systematic drawing
up of projects. As for the government
itwill solve the tasks according to law.”

Some observers feel that Slorc will
use this incident to clean out many
professors from the universities and
colleges. There are already meports
that before the universities are to
open, the professors must sign state-
ments of allegiance to the military
"government®. If they sign, it would
also mean that they would guarantee
that their students would never take
part in any demonstrations. Many
professors may feel itis safer for them
in the long run to rather resign. This
would be another serious blow to the
educational system which is already
extremaly short of qualified profes-
sors,

More NLD Repwesentatives
Canceled

@'n December 18, 1991, Slorc is-
sued an announcement of the cessa-
tion of five persons’ right to continue
to remain as Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentatives-elect. The five persons are:

1) U Kyaw Thwin of Kayan-1, Yan-
gon Division

2) U Khin Maung Swe of San-
gyoung, Yangon Division

3) U Khin Maung Thein of Khin-U-
1, Sagaing Division

4) Daw Khin San Hlaing of Wetlet-
2, Sagaing Division

5) U Chit Tin of Minhla Magway
Division

B.URMA.
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WHAT LIES AHEAD)

In this fourth article looking at the
future of Burma by reflecting on the
past, apevspective is given to the edisca-
tion probleras faciing Burma. Since die
1962 eoup of Ne Win, students have

been the glinea pigs of ihemilliary whe
have Ated With varieus eguea-

tenal %:rm based on Hheir giesses
Father ihan on BPERNE il i5.
mmmwmum
tional needs in the fulure?

Education

Smmy years ago, the first or-
ganized anti-British movement broke
out in Burma. Burmese students and
politicians boycotted the new educa-
tional plan adopted by the British
government. This new plan was
designed to transform Rangoon
Unmiversity into a high institution
preserved only for the elite who would
become the bureaucrats needed to
strengthem the existing colonial
machinery. The students wanted a
university which would produce
people who could respond to the
needs of the grassroots people.

The boycott of the university was in-
itiated by the students of Rangoon col-
lege, but it spread to all parts of
Burma. Although the boycott could
not achieve any significant response
from the British government, it gave
birth to hundreds of national schools
that sprang up in various parts of
Burma.

Following that uprising, the demand
for the establishment of a national
educational system became one of the
most highly emphasized slogans of all
student organizations and political
parties of Burma.

Following independence in 1948 the
Burmese leaders in power were
predomiimamtlly occupied with the
struggle to maintain their own political
power. This struggle was carried out
between the Amti-Fascist People's
Freedom League (AFPFL) and the
opposition National United Front
(NUF), between the difffiaremt factions
within the AFPFL itself, and between
the AFPFL government and the
various communist and ethnic or-
ganizations engaged in armed conflikcit

This confusion deprived the country
of the possiibility of organizing a na-
tional seminar on education. Only a
handful of people appointed by the
AFPFL governmemt were given
respomsitillity to adopt the education
policy for the country. Thus the
education policy created was unable
to reflect the real life, aspirations and
needs of the common people and stu-
dents.

Yet, atthe same time the government
led by U Nu allowed the university
council to enjoy academic freedom to
a certain degree. The university coun-
cil was the administrative body of Ran-
goon University with all the other col-
leges affilliated under it The Rangoon
University Students' Union (RUSU)
was entitled to appoint two repre-
sentatiives to the council. Thus the stu-
dents were given a voice in adopting
the regulations to be observed by the
students.

The escalation of the civil war caused
uneven budget divisions which had a
serious adverse effect on education in
the country.

In 1951 the sharp and sudden in-
crease in the price of rice on the world
market brought a bright future for tthe
rice exporting potential of Burma.
The government adopted a Pyidawtha
(Peaceful and Prosperous Country)
development plan upon the comple-
tion of which "each family will have a
two story house, a family car and a
monthly income of 800 kyats (ap-
proximately equivalent to the price of
2.5 ounces of gold). Under that plan,
the government decided to grant
stipendstothousamdsaf poorstudents
and to make education free for stu-
dents at all levels including univer-
sities.

But the further escalation of the civil
war and the sudden decline in the ex-
port prices of rice created a multiple
of problems for the government. Most
of the goals of this Pyidawtha plan
were left untouched.

One of the significant accomplish-
ments of the government during this
time was the mass education program.
The program intended to eradicate il-
literacy of the people in the remote
areas and rural areas, and to dissemi-
nate knowledge of modern civillizztiion

to all the people. Hundreds of young
students with the minimum qualifica-
tion of a matriculation certificate were
recruited and given ayeat’s training in
teaching, hygiene, physical exercise,
cooking ete. After the training they
were forfed inte small teams and
were seént te remete areas. The pre-
gram brought aBeut many pesitive
results i the rural areas.

After the ruling AFPFL party split in
1957, the victorious faction led by U
Nu ttied to re-approach the students.
RUSU delegations were allowed to
visit fereign countries and the goveri-
ment and the students began te
cooperate on some oecasions. As 4
result the first “All Burfa Students’
Edueatioh Seminar’ was held in Sep-
tember 1958 at the RUSY building:
Nu's gevernment paid all the expen-
Ses:

The fact finding committee of the
seminar was assisted by a score of the
most brilliant young academicians in
the country at that time. Thus the
seminar suecessfully adopted many
useful reselutions relating to eduea-
tioh. But befere U Nis's goveniment
had tife te study the resolutions of the
Students’ Edueation Seminar, Ne Win
siepped iR ¢B take aver the se-ealled
UiRteH M government”:

Meanwhile, the rector of Rangoon
University, Dr. Htin Aung, retired and
a new rector was appointed. Ne Win'’s
interimm government appointed Dr.,
Hla Myint, a Burman who had
workingas a professor of econoanies at
the London University for manyyears.
Dr. Hla Myint was a man of stiict dis-
eipline whe did net like te eneourage
the students’ uniens and their ae-
tivities.

Afterthe February-March elections
in 1960, when U Nu’s Union Party wion
a landslide victory, the students’ politi-
cal activities came into life again
makingthe new rectorferd uneomiort-
able. The rector resigned in disgust
and left Burma to eontinue his profes-
s6rship in the West

The new rector was Dr. Tha Hla, a
professor of geology in Rangoon
Unmiversity. Being a former chairman
of the Rangoon University Students’
Unien in pre-war days, he was detet-
mined to make some significant con-
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tribution in the coordinated effort of
politiciams, academicians and stu-
dents to accomplish much needed
educational reforms. Before he could
do anything, Ne Win staged the
military coup in March 1962, and Dr.
Tha Hla was forced to retire on May
31,1962

Since the start of the military regime,
out of a succession of four education
ministers appointed by Ne Win, only
one has been a true academic, while
the remainingthree have been military
men. The first was Brigadier General
Tham Pe (Navy), succeeded by
Colonel Hla Han. Both were mem-
bers of the ruling Revolutionary
Council. The third was Dr. Nyi Nyi, a
professor of Geology. He was fol-
lowed by Colonel Kyaw Nyein.
| Within a period of less than two
years, the regime had to close the
universities two times because of
students’ displeasure with the state of
the country. The first time was in
1962, following the July 7 massacre,
and the second was on November 16,
1963. Following the second forced
vacation, the regime decided to intro-
duce a new educational system which
would be in line with their new “Bur-
mese Way to Socialism®, The task of
draftingthe new education system was
given to Dr. Nyi Nyi, the deputy mini-
ster under Colonel Hla Han.

Dr. Nyi Nyi recruited some of the
formerstudent leaderswho supported
Burmese Socialism. (Most students
leaders protested the coup and op-
posed Burmese Socialism. Many
were arrested and many fled to take
refuge in the communist controlled
areas.) They selected some portions
of the resolutions adopted by the
Students’ Education Seminar held in
1958, added some new portions and
adapted some political terms from the
“Correlation of Man and His Environ-
ment" which is the theoretical guide of
the Burmese Socialist Program Party
(BSPP). Thus the new “system of
socialist education® was proposed
which was approved by the military
dictators,

Some significant elements of the new
system were:

1. Basic Education

1.a The middle school was extended
to 8th standard. Formerlly it ended
with the 7th standard.

Lb After passing 8th standard, stu-
dents were divided into two classes:

a) Those students who obtained
higher marks were entitled to learn
science in high school.

b) Those who obtained lower marks
could only learn subjects in the arts.

2. Higher Education

2.a The academic terms of the
universities were changed to mesh
with the internatiomal institutes. The
actual intention of this change Was to
avoid the 7th of July.

2.b Wie majoring system was intro-
duced to change the existing system in
which studemts were “jacks of all
trades, but masters of none", accord-
ing to the words of Hla Han.

2.c Admission into a major field
would be decided according to the
marks obtained on the final examina-
tion. This was called the ILA system
(Intelligence Level and Aggregate
marks system).

2.d The universities were decentral-
ized, promoting many faculties to
university status. Thus the faculty of
engineering became the Institute of
Technollogy, the faculty of medicine
became the Institute of Medicine, etc.

But instead of producimg more
qualified students, the educational
level of the country dwindled.

Bi-lingualism, practiced previously,
was abolished. Thus Burmese be-
came the medium of study. But due to
a lack of enthusiasm among the staff
assigned to faciliitate this, the transla-
tion of publications and text books was
never carried out seriously.

Teachers had to translate and print
the required chapters and resources
themselves. Thus the university stu-
dents were left with no full textihooks,
not to mention reference books, The
necessity to purchase each chapter
separately made the cost of education
much higher. University education,
without text books and references, be-
came purely a rote learnming ex-
perience.

With production in the country
declining, and factory after factory
closing, jobs became scarce. Com-
petition became more intense, and
first priority for job openings was
given to relatives of the VIPs (The
term VIP referred to higher party and
council authorities.) Second priority
wenttorelatives of the party and coun-
cil members from lower levels. The
majority of the students, therefore,
had little prospect for a job or for a
securefuture.

Professors, and those responsible fior
giving exams, were forced to slip the
exam questions to the children of VIPs
a fewdaysearly. For example, iin 1972,
out of nearly 100,0@Dstudents who ap-
peared for the university entrance ex-
amination, only two students gained
distinction in all the ix subjects. One
was Kyemon Win, the- youngest
daughter of strong man Ne Win, and
the other was Maung Htoo Han, son
of Colonel Hla Hanwhowas them min-
ister of education.

After quelling four successive stu-
dent movements from 1974 to 1976,
the regime decided to hoodwink the
people and the internatiomal com-
munity into thinking positive changes
were coming abowit

A second new educational system
was put forth. More than forty
regional colleges were opened. The
Director of Higher Education, U San
Tha Aung, a former professor of
physics, was charged with the duty of
advertising the new system to the
public which he reluctantily did.

This new system dispersed students
throughout the country, depriving
them of any possibility to group
together or to initiate any kind of
movement. The new system created
thousands of new teaching jobs, most
of which were immediately filled by
relatives of the army and party offi-
cials, the majority of who were totally
unquedlified.

These unqualified teachers proved
to be a great help to the military
regime in that they provided the
authorities with every detail about
everything happening in the respec-
tive colleges, and they also helped by
giving the children of army and party
officials the maximum marks, making
them eligible for admission to the most
highly regarded universities such as
the Institute of Medicine, Dental Col-
lege, Institute of Technmollogy, etc. As
a result, within a few years the educa-
tional standards of the country
plunged to become the lowest in
Southeast Asiia.

However, the failare of the system
was noticed by Ne Win only when his
own daughter, Sanda Win, failed to
qualify for a special entrance exam
held in London in the late 1970s. Only
then did Ne Win realize that the
educational standards of Burma had
plunged to such a hopeless level. Con-
sequemntlly, Ne Win ordered Kyaw
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Nyein to work out a new educational
system with English as the main lan-
guage of instruction. This third new
system began to function in 1980.

The new system was so hastily imtro-
duced that there was not enough time
to give the teachers adequate English
training. Students had to look for
qualified tutors to help them, creating
additional financial burdens for their
paremts. The private tuition business
boomed. Many brilliant government
teachers, even though they did not
have adequate trainimg, became
caught up with the new system and
began to give private tutoring to stu-
dents. Through this, they could earn
much needed additional income.

The regime was quick to respond to
this new development In October
1984, they promulgated a new law
limiting the total number of students
to 160 for each private teacher, with a
monthly tuition fee of 10 kyats per
student. The law completely
prohibited government teachers from
teaching for private income. For any
teacher who broke this law, the
punishmentwas 3years inmprrisomment
with a 30,000 kyat fine.

The students going to the secret
tutorial classes had to secretly carry
their books as though they were con-
traband. This situation created imme-
diate anger among the students and
teachers towards the military regime.

After the 1988 coup, the military dic-
tators have shown even deeper dis-
trust towards the intelligentsia. More
than ten thousand educated people
have faced the vengeance of Slorc.
More than 200 professors and lec-
turers have been sacked. Many others
have already left the country in search
of new jobs, and many more are trying
to follow suit

With the loss of most of the qualified
and experiemced professors and
teachers, the already inadequate and
outdated educational system in the
country can only get worse.

There is little hope that the military
regime now ruling Burma can bring
any positive change to the chaos they
have already created within the educa-
tional system of the country. With lit-
tle or no knowledge in administering
educational institutes, or developing
appropriate educational models, the
military leaders will certainly continue
to flounder along, providing their own
kin with benefits for a better future at
the expense of the vast majority of the
people who could perhaps make a
positive diffierence for the country if
given a good chance.

Ittherefore rests on the shoulders of
the opposition groups to bring a new
educational vision to Burma. For
them to do this, they must first do a
very detailed and comprehensive
reflection on the past experiences of

the education sector in the country.
The problems of the past must be
avoided such as developing an educa-
tion system which simply trains elite
bureaucrats to create top-down
development for the country, educa-
tion curriculums which do not
respond to the village needs, and con-
stant changing plans which confuse
not only the students but the teachers
as well.

Secondlly they must do very careful
action\ research into the specific
needs at the village level. The
Peasantry must be involved in this ac-
tior\ research as deeply as possible.
Only an educatiomal system which

responds direetly to thelr €nces
andp Aeeds can be sustainable for the
leng Fun.

This process will take time and a latif
of effort, thutwitthiout 2 commitiment to
this process it is possible that, even in
the opposition areas, an educational
syster whieh uses the people as ex-

erimental guinea pigs might develep.

eople, especially the peerest in the
eeuntiy, must Be the subjects of
education, et the ebjects, as if that is
8 Bagp%ﬁ; these peerest of the pesF
must Rave direet ahd §lggﬂlﬂééﬂ£iﬂvel=

vement in determining what kind sf
education system is fnally put inis
Prachce iR the countey:
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