
MYANMAR Thilawa SEZ 
Holdings Public Compa-
ny Limited (MTSH), list-
ed on the Yangon Stock 
Exchange (YSX) has an-
nounced a dividend of K150 
per ordinary share for the 
2025-2026 financial year. 
The total dividend payout 
amounts to K5.839 billion.

​The last purchase 
date to qualify for the 
dividend is 9 September, 
with the record date set 
for 14 September. The div-
idend distribution will be 
confirmed at the upcom-
ing 13th Annual General 
Meeting on 23 October, 
and payments will begin 

on 5 November. 
MTSH reported rev-

enue of K10.7 billion and 
a group net profit of K11.4 
billion for the 2025-2026 
financial year. The net 
profit margin reached 
106 per cent, driven by 
improved operational 

efficiency and expand-
ed revenue streams. 
MTSH will prioritize ex-
panding renewable en-
ergy capacity, optimizing 
asset management, and 
pursuing new longterm 
infrastructure projects. 
— TWA/KK

Vice-P resident 
U Nyo Saw, cur-
rently in Vlad-

ivostok in the Russian 
Federation to attend 
the 11th Far Eastern 
Economic Forum to be 
held in Vladivostok, met 
Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Russian Federa-
tion Mr Yury Petrovich 
Trutnev in Vladivostok 
at 3:30 pm local standard 
time yesterday.

During the meeting, 
they frankly exchanged 
views on Myanmar-Rus-
sia bilateral relations, 
cooperation in the ed-
ucation sector, the de-
velopment of Dawei 
Deep-Sea Port and Spe-
cial Economic Zone, and 
the implementation of 
cooperation in the ener-
gy, economic, trade and 
tourism sectors. They 
also discussed the top-
ics of the opening of the 
Consulate-General of 
Myanmar in Vladivostok, 
the Russian Federation.

In the afternoon, the 
Vice-President received 

Mr Anton Kobyakov, Ad-
viser to the President of 
the Russian Federation 
and Executive Secretary 
of the Forum Organizing 
Committee, and Mr Al-
exander Stuglev, Direc-
tor of the Roscongress 

Foundation, in Vladiv-
ostok, separately.

Also present at the 
meetings were Union 
Minister for Electricity 
and Energy U Ko Ko 
Lwin, Deputy Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs 

U Ko Ko Kyaw, Deputy 
Minister for Digital De-
velopment and Commu-
nications U Min Zeyar 
Hlaing, Myanmar Am-
bassador U Myo Moe 
Aung and officials. — 
MNA/TTA
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Winners awarded 
at 19th Performing 
Arts, Anyeint, 
Drama and Magic 
Competition

FOUR healthy tiger cubs 
were born to male tiger 
‘Jackson’ and female ti-
ger ‘Waing Chit’ at Ya-
danabon Zoological Gar-
dens between the night 
of 31 August and the 
morning of 1 September, 
according to the zoo’s an-
nouncement.

To ensure the proper 
care and maintenance of 
animals, the Htoo Zoos & 
Gardens Business Unit 
has invited foreign ex-
perts to conduct work-
shops and training ses-
sions. 

Additionally, they are 
implementing SEAZA 

guidelines within their 
facilities. As part of these 
efforts, an Animal Col-
lection Plan was devel-
oped to guarantee the 

long-term sustainability 
of animal species, which 
has now resulted in the 
birth of these four tiger 
cubs, the zoo stated.

The first cub was 
born at 10:06 pm, the 
second cub at 10:53 pm, 
the third cub at 4:09 am 
the following day, and the 
fourth cub at 5 am. 

The arrival of these 
four healthy tiger cubs 
is a joyous and proud 
achievement for animal 
conservation efforts and 
is also excellent news for 
animal lovers, according 
to Yadanabon Zoological 
Gardens. — MT/ZN

Vice-President U Nyo Saw holds meeting 
with Dy PM of Russian Federation 

4 healthy tiger cubs born at 
Yadanabon Zoological Gardens

Female tiger ‘Waing Chit’ and 
four cubs seen at Yadanabon 
Zoo on 1 September.

Vice-President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Nyo Saw exchanges 
handshakes with Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Mr Yury Petrovich 
Trutnev during their meeting in Vladivostok.

YSX listed MTSH – An aerial view of the Thilawa Special 
Economic Zone. 

MTSH to distribute K150 dividend 
per share for 2025-2026FY

Tripartite Talks Push 
GlobalStandard AgriTech, 

Product Quality
A virtual tripartite meeting 
was held in the final week 
of August between the 
UK-based Centre for Ag-
riculture and Biosciences 
International (CABI), the 
Embassy of Myanmar in 
London and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Livestock and 
Irrigation, according to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The discussions fo-
cused on providing Myan-
mar farmers with access 
to international-standard 
agricultural technologies, 
addressing ongoing chal-
lenges in the agriculture 
and livestock sectors, and 
helping local agricultural 
products meet internation-
al quality standards.

During the meeting, 
officials from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock 
and Irrigation outlined 
key priorities for Myan-
mar’s agricultural sector, 
including pest and disease 
control, human resource 
development for farm-
ers, integrated human, 
plant and animal health 
initiatives under the One 
Health approach, agricul-
tural technology dissemi-
nation, and the reduction 
of chemical residues in 
agricultural produce. Ex-
perts from CABI respond-
ed by proposing potential 
technical solutions tai-
lored to each focus area.

SEE PAGE 7
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ACCORDING to the observations at 6:30 pm MST today, due to the 
strong monsoon over the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal,  the 
Well-Marked Low-Pressure Area over Gangetic West Bengal and 
adjoining North Odisha coasts, India, and the strong development 
of the convective clouds such as rain or thundershowers are likely 
to be fairly widespread to widespread in Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon, 
Mandalay, Bago, Magway, Sagaing, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Re-
gions and Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan States 
with likelihood of isolated heavy falls in Upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Regions and Kachin, Kayin, Chin, Mon, 
Rakhine and Shan States from this morning to 4 September 2026. 

Squalls with rough seas are likely at time off and along the Myanmar Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls 
may reach 30-35 miles per hour. Wave height will be about 10-12 feet off and along  the Myanmar Coasts.
Advisory       

People should be aware of the strong monsoon over the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal, the Well-
Marked Low-Pressure Area over Gangetic West Bengal and adjoining North Odisha coasts, India, and the strong 
development of the convective clouds such as the heavy rainfall with strong wind, flash floods and landslides in 
the hilly areas and near small rivers and inland water transport and domestic flights.  — DMH

Issued at 8 pm MST on 1 September 2026

Heavy Rainfall Warning No 63 

(a)	 To enhance national prestige, integrity, and preserve the traditional 
cultural heritage of ethnic people

(b)	 To preserve national characteristics and promote the national spirit, 
cherishing traditional culture among the younger generation

(c)	 To explore, preserve and promote the sustainable development of tradi-
tional Myanmar arts 

(d)	 To function as a cultural and artistic institution that contributes to na-
tion-building 

Objectives of 27th Traditional Myanmar 
Cultural Performing Arts Competition 2026

Myanmar Gazette

Head of Service Organization appointed
THE President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has appointed Dr 
Tin Hsan, Pro-Rector of Technological University (Magway) of the Depart-
ment of Advanced Science and Technology under the Ministry of Science 
and Technology, as Rector of the same university on probation from the date 
he assumes charge of his duties. 

First-ever sarus crane 
breeding documented 

ACCORDING to the 
KTCCA, the first breed-
ing of sarus cranes for 
2026 has been docu-
mented in the Kyon-
kapyin-Tapseik Commu-
nity Conservation Area.

As part of its bio-
diversity conservation 
efforts, the KTCCA an-
nually monitors and re-
cords nesting data and 
breeding conditions of 
sarus cranes. With the 
active participation of 
locals, its first breeding 
for 2026 was recorded in 

July. 
These birds typical-

ly build nests and begin 
laying eggs during the 
rainy season. Sarus 
cranes usually lay one 
to two eggs at a time and 
breed only once a year.

The KTCCA is co-
operating with relevant 
organizations on bio-
diversity monitoring, 
educational outreach, 
fishery resource con-
servation, and technical 
support for the sustaina-
ble extraction and utiliza-

tion of natural resources.
Additionally, the 

KTCCA reported that 
around 100 bird species, 
including endangered 
birds, rare bird species, 
and resident bird spe-
cies, currently inhabit 
the area.

Furthermore, with 
the aim of providing 
supplemental income 
for locals, bird-watching 
programmes have been 
established alongside bi-
odiversity conservation. 
— MT/ZN

Images show sarus cranes in the Kyonkapyin-Tapseik Community Conservation Area.

IFB to host musical juggling 
performance
REVERIE — a Musical Juggling Perfor-
mance with Thomas Guerineau — will 
take place on 2 September at the Institut 
français de Birmanie in Yangon, with free 
entry.

Led by artists from Paris, Thomas 
Guerineau and Fane Dienebou bring an 
immersive experience that blends circus, 
dance, comedy, and visual poetry, offering 
audiences a fresh, accessible introduction 
to multidisciplinary performance, said IFB.

Step into Reverie, a contemporary 
circus performance where juggling be-
comes music, movement, and storytelling. 
Through choreographed motion, physical 
theatre, rhythm, and humour, everyday 
objects are transformed into expressive 
tools that reveal juggling as a true artistic 
language, it said.

It has been scheduled to open its doors 
at 6:30 pm, and interested attendees can 
register at https://forms.gle/jpujz2EmU-
m5UVpLN9 for free.

This event is jointly organized by the 
Embassy of France in Myanmar and the 
Institut français de Birmanie, in collab-
oration with Alliance Française Chiang 
Mai and the Service for Cooperation and 
Cultural Action (SCAC) of the Embassy of 
France in Bangkok. — MT/ZS

This image displays a poster for the Rêverie 
– A Musical Juggling Performance with 
Thomas Guerineau. 

El Niño Conditions News

a.	 Based on evaluations from the World Mete-
orological Organization and international 
climate centres, sea surface temperatures 
and atmospheric dynamics across the equa-
torial Tropical Pacific Ocean indicate may 
reach strong to very strong El Niño condition 
during September and very strong El Niño 
conditions is likely at the end of 2026.

 b.	 Although El Niño is a phenomenon that 
occurs in the Pacific Ocean, its impacts can 
generally lead to irregular rainfall patterns, 
higher day temperatures, abnormal storm 
activity, drought and other extreme weather 
events in the upcoming summer season.

 c.	 Therefore, all relevant sectors are kindly 
requested to take necessary precautionary 
measures in advance. — DMH

Issued on 1 September 2026
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A ceremony to award the 
winners of the 19th Per-
forming Arts, Anyeint, Dra-
ma and Magic Competition 
organized by the Directo-
rate of Public Relations 
and Psychological Warfare 
took place at the Hsinby-
ushin Hall of the Transit 
Centre in Nay Pyi Taw yes-
terday morning, attended 
by Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services General 
Ye Win Oo, who presented 
the overall championship 
trophy to the winners.

Chairman of the Psy-
chological Affairs and Pub-
lic Relations Committee 
Adjutant-General Lt-Gen 
Zaw Hein presented prizes 
to the winners in the magic 
contest.

Chief of the General 
Staff (Army, Navy and Air) 
General Ko Ko Oo present-
ed prizes to the winning 
troupes in the choral dance 
contests.

Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-

vices Commander-in-Chief 
(Army) General Kyaw Swa 
Lin gave prizes to the win-
ning troupes in the Anyeint 
contest.

Commander-in-Chief 
of Defence Services Gen-
eral Ye Win Oo awarded 
the overall championship 
trophy to No 2 Mobile Pub-
lic Relations Company.

The prize-winning 
troupes and artistes 
demonstrated their best 

song and dance perfor-
mances.

T h e  C o m m a n d -
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices and his wife, the Dep-
uty Commander-in-Chief 
of Defence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) 
and his wife, and senior 
Tatmadaw officers from 
the Office of the Command-
er-in-Chief handed cash 
awards to the regiments 
and units which participat-

ed in the 19th Performing 
Arts, Anyeint, Drama and 
Magic Competition.

The Defence Services 
Commander-in-Chief and 
party cordially greeted 
members of the panel of 
judges, maestros and con-
testants.

Also present at the 
ceremony were the Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) 
and his wife, the Com-
mander-in-Chief (Air) and 
his wife and guests.

In the afternoon, of-
ficials of the Directorate 
of Public Relations and 
Psychological Warfare 
awarded prize winners in 
the respective events.

This year, contestants 
participated in 21 events 
including old songs, mod-
ern song, stereo songs, 
Anyeint, dancing, choral 
dance, duet dance, dra-
ma, traditional orchestra, 
modern band, magic and 
song composing contests. 
— MNA/TTA

Winners awarded at 19th Performing Arts, 
Anyeint, Drama and Magic Competition

POLICE personnel from 
township police stations 
across Yangon Region, in 
cooperation with traffic 
police and local adminis-
trative authorities, carried 
out operations yesterday 
to strengthen the rule of 
law and reduce crime.

As part of the op-
erations, police officers 
from Hlegu (Dapain), 
Hlinethaya (West) and 
Kyimyindine townships, 
together with members 
of the Bahan Town-
ship Traffic Police Unit, 
checked household guest 
registration records and 
conducted public aware-
ness activities on crime 

prevention. They also dis-
tributed crime prevention 
pamphlets and carried out 
road safety awareness 
campaigns encouraging 
people to use pedestrian 
crossings.

On the previous 
evening, police officers 
from Dagon Myothit, 
Kyauktada, Hmawby, 
Ahlon, Hlinethaya (West) 
and North Okkalapa 
townships conducted 
vehicle checks, inspect-
ed household guest reg-
istraation records and 
KTV establishments, and 
carried out bicycle and 
vehicle patrols. — Aung 
Thu/MKKS

Yangon Police intensify 
crime prevention operations

  PHOTO: REGION POLICE FORCE

YBS buses will not be per-
mitted to resume stopping 
at the bus stop in front of 
Maha Bandoola Park in 
Kyauktada Township, said 
Colonel Win Tint, Minister 
for Security and Border Af-
fairs of the Yangon Region 
Government.

The minister made 
these remarks during a 
Hluttaw session on 31 Au-
gust while responding to an 
inquiry by MP U Kyaw Lin,  
from Kamayut Township 
Constituency, No 2, who 
pointed out the conven-
ience of that stop as well 
as the inconvenience and 
safety risks of walking to 
a far stop for commuters.

Regarding this matter, 
combined inspection team 
conducted a field survey on 

3 August and found that the 
buses have been banned 
from using this stop since 
2021 due to security rea-
sons.

“Because this bus stop 
is situated right in front 
of Maha Bandoola Park 
and Yangon City Hall, the 
Yangon City Development 
Committee submitted an 

objection for security con-
cerns as well as its position 
directly facing the City Hall 
premises,” said the min-
ister.

Therefore, YBS buses 
will continue to operate only 
at the Pansodan bus stop, 
according to the regional 
government. —  TWA/ZN

YBS buses disallowed from resuming 
stopping at Maha Bandoola Park

Minister Colonel Win Tint answering a question at the 
Yangon Region Hluttaw.

ALTHOUGH the Thin-
gangyun General Hospi-
tal in Thingangyun Town-
ship, Yangon Region, 
does not have specialist 
cardiologists or neurolo-
gists, it continues to ad-
mit and treat patients as 
a teaching hospital affili-
ated with the University 
of Medicine 2.

Patients with heart, 
brain, and neurological 
illnesses receive emer-
gency exams, treatment, 
and lifesaving care from 
professors, associate 
professors, and gener-
al medicine specialists. 
Once their conditions 
have stabilized, they may 
be transferred by ambu-
lance to the North Okkal-
apa General Hospital. Ar-

rangements can also be 
made for admission to the 
Yangon General Hospital 
at the request of patients 
or their families.

The Thingangyun 
General Hospital also 
provides medical exam-
inations, care and treat-

ment to the public. The 
500-bed teaching hospi-
tal offers training in 20 
specialist disciplines and 
has been provided with 
the necessary medical 
staff, medicines, supplies 
and equipment. — ASH/
MKKS  

Thingangyun General Hospital delivers 
emergency care amid specialist shortage

A treatment ward at Thingangyun General Hospital.

Defence Services Commander-in-Chief General Ye Win Oo 
(R) is pictured presenting awards at yesterday’s event.



4 2   SEPTEMBER   2026
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMARwww.gnlm.com.mm

NATIONAL

CIRCULATION  & DISTRIBUTION
(+95) (01) 8604532,
Hotline - 09 255597511 
ADVERTISING & MARKETING
( +95) (01) 8604530,
Hotline - 09 251022355
marketing@gnlm.com.mm
subscription@gnlm.com.mm

w w w . g n l m . c o m . m m

Printed and published at the Global New Light 
of Myanmar Printing Factory at No.150, Nga 
Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,  Bahan Township, 
Yangon, by the Global New Light of Myanmar 
Daily under Printing Permit No. 00510 and 
Publishing Permit No. 00629.
gnlmnews@gmail.com, 
newsroom@gnlm.com.mm
www.gnlm.com.mm

w w w . g n l m . c o m . m m

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If you have any 
comments or would like to submit editorials, analyses or reports 
please email aungthuya@gnlm.com.mm with your name and 
title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to publish “Letter 
to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 words. Should you submit 
a text longer than 500 words please be aware that your letter will 
be edited.

PyinOoLwin’s VRFP income-
generating activities inspected

Ywangan’s MSY 
village project loans 
disbursed
THE Department of Ru-
ral Development, under 
the Ministry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Develop-
ment,  held a ceremony to 
disburse revolving funds 
under the Mya Sein Yaung 
(MSY) Village Project in 
Hlwasin Village, Ywan-
gan Township, yesterday. 

Ywangan Township 
Department of Rural De-
velopment Head U Thein 
Myat Htike explained that 
the revolving funds were 
provided under the MSY 
Village Project with the 
objectives of creating em-
ployment opportunities 
and increasing family in-
comes for rural residents, 
as well as implementing 
village development ac-
tivities with the increased 
revolving funds. Officials  
explained project activi-
ties, interest rates, loan 

periods and rules and 
regulations to be fol-
lowed, and handed over 
K59.65 million in revolv-
ing funds to members of 
the project implementa-
tion groups.

H l w a s i n  Vi l l a g e 
is implementing fam-
ily income-generating 
activities using K59.65 
million from the MSY 
Village Project. Under 
the supervision of the 
township department, 
members of the project 
implementation groups 
disbursed the 12th round 
of revolving loans at low 
interest rates to a total of 
93 members from the vil-
lage, including 71 people 
engaged in agricultural 
activities, 15 in livestock 
breeding and seven in 
trading businesses. — 
Cho Than Nyunt (Rural)

THE Department of 
Rural Development, 
under the Ministry of 
Cooperatives and Rural 
Development, conduct-
ed a field inspection 
yesterday to review the 
progress of household 
income-generating ac-
tivities financed through 
the revolving fund of 
the Village Revolving 
Fund Project (VRFP) in 
Nyaungpaw Village in 
PyinOoLwin Township.

PyinOoLwin District 
Department of Rural De-
velopment Head U Set 
Naing Tun and officials 
visited the village to in-

spect the progress of 
farming and livelihood 
activities being carried 

out with loans from the 
project’s revolving fund. 
He also met members of 

the village VRFP com-
mittee to examine wheth-
er the monthly financial 
records had been proper-
ly completed and urged 
committee members to 
expand small-scale fami-
ly income-generating ac-
tivities to increase family 
incomes.

A total of 52 project 
members engaged in 
farming and livelihood 
activities in Nyaungpaw 
Village have been provid-
ed with K52.3 million in 
VRFP loans, which are 
being regularly utilized 
for project activities. — 
Karan (Rural)

Insurance payout THB2M transferred to 
deceased Myanmar’s family

AN insurance payout of 
THB2 million, covered 
by a Myanmar migrant 

worker who tragically 
passed away in a traffic 
accident in Thailand, has 

been transferred to her 
family, according to the 
Myanmar Labour At-
taché Office. 

Daw Ohnmar Lwin, 
42, from DaikU Township 
in the Bago Region, lost 
her life in a traffic acci-
dent near a night market 
in Nakhon Pathom in 
April 2026. The Labour 
Attaché Office assisted 
her family in claiming 
the insurance coverage 
from a private insurer and 
successfully transferred 
the funds to her daughter, 
Ma Hnin Lae Lae Zaw, on 
the morning of August 31 

at their office. 
Myanmar migrant 

workers are encouraged 
to contact the Labour 
Offices during business 
hours if their rights are 
violated. Additional infor-
mation can be obtained 
from the following num-
bers: Call Centre: 02 
0030015; Labour Attaché 
(Bangkok): 06 1810845; 
Labour Officer (Bang-
kok): 06 52206952; Labour 
Attaché (Mae Sot): 06 
52206953; Labour Officer 
(Chiang Mai): 09 45866607; 
Labour Officer (Ranong): 
06 34818121.  — MT/ZS

FOR those who would like to read the Myanma Alinn, the Kyemon and the Global New Light of Myanmar, 
published daily by the Ministry of  Information, please visit  www.moi.gov.mm/mal, www.moi.gov.mm/km, 
www.moi.gov.mm/nlm and www.gnlm.com.mm/e-paper.

News and Periodicals Enterprise 

Daily newspapers 
available online

Officials oversee the progress of household income-
generation activities in PyinOoLwin Township.

An MSY fund disbursement ceremony is underway in 
Ywangan Township, southern Shan State.

An insurance payout of 2 million baht being transferred to 
the worker’s daughter on 31 August.
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MYANMAR’S football clubs 
and players have joint-
ly donated K100 million 
to support flood-affected 
communities in Ayeyawady 
Region.

The donation was 
handed over to the Ay-
eyawady Region chief min-
ister on 30 August.

The contribution was 
jointly made by the chair-
man of the Myanmar Na-
tional League (MNL), Shan 
United FC, Ayeyawady 

United Women’s FC, Yan-
gon United FC, Yadanabon 
FC, former Myanmar na-
tional team players, cur-
rent national team players 
and the M League.

The Ayeyawady Re-
gion chief minister ac-
cepted the K100 million 
donation and presented 
certificates of recognition 
to the participating football 
clubs and players for their 
support of the flood relief 
efforts. — TWA/KZL 

Football community donates 
K100M to flood victims

The K100 million donation jointly contributed by 
Myanmar’s football clubs and players being handed over 
to the Ayeyawady Region chief minister.

TORRENTIAL rains on 
30 and 31 August caused 
the Taninthayi River in 
Taninthayi Township, My-
eik District, Taninthayi Re-
gion, to rise to 25 feet and 
seven inches, exceeding 
the township’s danger level.

This level exceeds the 
township’s warning mark 
of 17 feet by eight feet and 
seven inches and surpasses 
the established danger lev-
el of 24 feet by one foot sev-
en inches. To accommodate 
residents from low-lying ar-
eas who have evacuated to 
safety, six temporary relief 
camps have been opened 
to provide emergency as-

sistance.
Under the guidance 

of the Union government, 
Tatmadaw and police per-
sonnel, firefighters, phil-
anthropic organizations, 
volunteer groups and resi-
dents are jointly providing 
emergency relief. They 
are distributing food, pro-
viding emergency medical 
care and assisting affected 
families at the temporary 
shelters.

Tatmadaw officers 
from the Taninthayi Station 
observed the ongoing relief 
operations and coordinated 
the necessary assistance 
on-site. — MNA/TH

ON the night of 30 July, in Lay-
myethna Township, Ayeyawady 
Region, heavy rainfall and river-
bank erosion caused a sandbar 
breach beneath the Ngawun Riv-
er embankment, inundating local 
wards and villages. As a result, 
flooding has affected five urban 
wards and several villages in Lay-
myethna, as well as 14 wards and 
several villages across Hinthada, 
Yekyi, Ngathainggyoung, Kyonp-
yaw, and Kyaunggon townships.

Despite the widespread 
flooding, water levels in several 
townships have started to recede. 
Yekyi peaked at approximately 11 
feet and two inches on 24 August 
and has decreased by about three 
feet and two inches to reach eight 
feet yesterday. Ngathainggyoung, 
which reached a peak of 10 feet 

and nine inches on 23 August, 
has dropped by two feet and one 
inch to eight feet and eight inch-
es. Kyonpyaw peaked at 8 feet 
and one inch on 30 August and 
has fallen by 6 inches to 7 feet 4 
inches, while Kyaunggon reached 
7 feet one inch on 30 August and 
has decreased by two inches to 

six feet 11 inches.
In areas where floodwaters 

have receded, military person-
nel from the South-West Com-
mand, Myanmar Police Force, 
fire services, social aid organ-
izations, philanthropic groups, 
and residents are cooperating 
to clear away mud and debris 

from schools, hospitals, clinics, 
and monasteries. Relief efforts 
remain underway, including food 
distribution, emergency health-
care delivery, and broader reha-
bilitation assistance.

To prevent and control 
further water influx along the 
Ngawun embankment, reinforce-
ment operations on vulnerable 
sections are actively proceed-
ing using heavy machinery and 
labour teams. These technical 
measures include placing large 
geobags, filling sandbags within 
wooden post barriers, and driving 
steel sheet piles. Officials from 
the South-West Command have 
inspected these relief and preven-
tion operations to coordinate and 
support requirements. — MNA/
ST 

Relief operations underway 
as Taninthayi River rises 
above danger mark

Ayeyawady Floods Recede as Relief and Embankment Repairs Continue

THE Nyaungdonkyun 
embankment, along the 
Toe River, a tributary of 
the Ayeyawady River, has 
been affected by river-
bank erosion since the 
morning of 25 August. 
The affected section is 
between 11/6 and 11/7 
mileposts of the Nyaung-
donkyun embankment 
near Ganchaung Village, 
Nyaungdon Township, 
Ayeyawady Region.

To temporarily pro-
tect the embankment 
from further erosion, 

Tatmadaw personnel, 
members of the Myan-

mar Police Force, social 
organizations and res-

idents, with the assis-
tance of machinery, are 
placing sandbags at the 
base of the embankment 
slope, constructing a 
temporary embankment 
between 11/5 and 11/6 
mileposts and installing 
porcupine structures for 
riverbank protection.

Officials from the 
Yangon Command and 
relevant departments 
visited the site and co-
ordinated the necessary 
measures. — MNA/
MKKS 

Riverbank erosion threatens Nyaungdonkyun embankment

Well-Marked 
Low-Pressure 
Area Condition

Issued at 4 pm MST 
on 1 September 2026

ACCORDING to the ob-

servations at 3:30 pm MST 

today, the Well-Marked 

Low-Pressure Area over 

Gangetic West Bengal and 

adjoining North Odisha 

coasts- Jharkhand, In-

dia, persists. It is likely to 

move west-northwestwards 

across the interior part of 

North Odisha, Jharkhand, 

India, during the next 48 

hours. — DMH

Officials oversee ongoing relief efforts in Taninthayi 
Township.

Riverbank protection measures taken in Nyaungdon 
Township.

Ongoing collaborative relief efforts are pictured in Ayeyawady Region.
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THE Department of Ru-
ral Development, under 
the Ministry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Develop-
ment, opened a free mo-
torcycle repair training 
course in Sanphu Village, 
Hopong Township, yes-
terday to support rural 
livelihoods, create em-
ployment opportunities 
and increase family in-
comes during the 2026-
2027 financial year.

Pa-O Self-Admin-
istered Zone Leading 
Body Executive Member 
(Economy) U Khun Nyo 
Maung delivered open-

ing remarks. Hopong 
Township Department 
of Rural Development 
Head U Soe Lwin My-

int explained that the 
department assesses 
local products, market 
demands, labour require-

ments and local suitabil-
ity prior to offering vo-
cational courses. Zone 
leading body members, 
the Township Manage-
ment and Administration 
Committee chairman 
and officials then pro-
vided training materials 
to trainees.

A total of 20 train-
ees from Sanphu Village 
are attending the 30-day 
course, where two in-
structors will provide 
theoretical and practical 
lessons on motorcycle 
repair. — Maung Khaing 
(Rural)

Hopong opens free motorcycle 
repair training course

THE Department of Ru-
ral Development, under 
the Ministry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Develop-
ment,  conducted a field 
inspection yesterday to 
review the progress of 
household income-gener-
ating activities financed 
through the revolving 
fund of the Mya Sein 
Yaung (MSY) Village Pro-
ject in Takwan Village, 

Mongton Township.
Mongton Township 

Department of Rural 
Development Head U 
Min Oo and staff visit-
ed the village to inspect 
the progress of system-
atic farming activities 
being carried out with 
loans from the project’s 
revolving fund. He also 
met members of the vil-
lage MSY Village Project 

Management Committee 
to examine whether the 
monthly financial records 
had been properly com-
pleted and urged commit-
tee members to expand 
household income-gener-
ating activities while en-
suring systematic man-
agement of the revolving 
fund to prevent any loss 
or misuse.

The MSY Village 

Project was launched in 
Takwan Village during 
the 2015-2016 financial 
year. At present, conces-
sional revolving loans 
totalling K37 million 
have been disbursed to 
25 project members, all 
of whom are successfully 
operating local farming 
activities with support 
from the project funds. 
— Sein Lwin (Rural)

Mongton’s MSY income-generating activities inspected

SOME temporary flood 
evacuation shelters in 
Ayeyawady Region have 
begun to close, and the 
Ayeyawady Region gov-
ernment has arranged the 
necessary machinery, seeds 
and agricultural inputs to 
support the resumption of 
ploughing and cultivation.

The two temporary 
flood shelters that have 
recently been closed were 
located in Kanyinthaung 
Village-tract, Laymyethna 
Township, Ayeyawady Re-
gion.

“Of the 40 households 
comprising 134 people who 
had been taking shelter at 
the two temporary flood 
shelters that have now been 
closed, all have returned to 
their homes as floodwaters 
have receded in the areas 

where they live. Members 
of the Fire Services Depart-
ment are also carrying out 
rehabilitation work in wards 
and villages where the flood-
waters have receded,” an 
official from the Ayeyawady 
Region Government said.

Reports read that the 
relevant ministries and so-
cial organizations will work 
together to help restore peo-
ple’s livelihoods and enable 
their economic activities to 
return to normal.

At present, the Ay-
eyawady Region Public 
Health Department is con-
ducting health awareness 
campaigns on the dangers 
of snakes and diarrhoeal 
diseases. Rice and relief 
supplies are also being 
provided to flood-affected 
people. — ASH/KNN

Flood Shelters Shut 
as Ayeyawady Pushes 

Rehabilitation

Members of the Fire Services Department clear mud and 
rubbish from wards and villages after the floodwaters 
recede.

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is moderate to 
strong over the Andaman Sea and the Bay of 
Bengal. Weather will be a few clouds over the 
South Andaman Sea and the South Bay of Bengal 
and partly cloudy to cloudy over the North Anda-
man Sea and elsewhere over the Bay of Bengal. 
FORECAST VALID UNTIL NOON OF 2 Sep-
tember 2026: Rain or thundershowers will be 
scattered in Kayah State, fairly widespread in 
Mandalay, Magway, and Lower Sagaing Regions 
and Kachin, State and widespread in the remain-
ing Regions and States with likelihood isolated 
heavyfalls in Mandalay, Bago, Magway, Sagaing 
and Ayeyawady Regions and Kayin, Chin, Mon 
and Rakhine States. The degree of certainty is 
100 per cent. 
THE CONDITION OF CUMULONIMBUS 
CLOUD: The cumulonimbus clouds are develop-
ing in Magway, Sagaing and Taninthayi Regions 
and Chin, Rakhine and Shan States. The area 
along the cumulonimbus clouds movement, 
the weather phenomena such as strong winds 

accompanied by rain, thunder, lightning and hail 
may occur and therefore it is recommended to 
be aware of these phenomena in advance. 
STATE OF THE SEA: Squalls with rough seas 
are likely at times off and along the Myanmar 
Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls may reach 
30 miles per hour. Wave height will be about 10-12 
feet off and along the Myanmar Coasts.
OUTLOOK FOR THE SUBSEQUENT TWO 
DAYS: Moderate monsoon.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND 
NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 2 September 
2026:  Isolated rain or thundershowers. The 
degree of certainty is 100 per cent.
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 2  September 2026: 
One or two times rain or thundershowers. The 
degree of certainty is 100 per cent.
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 2  September 2026:                                         
Isolated rain or thundershowers. The degree 
of certainty is 100 per cent. — DMH

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
(Issued at 7  pm Tuesday, 1 September 2026)

A Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) signing ceremony 
between the Myanmar Busi-
ness Executives (MBE) and 
YOUTH International College 
(YIC) was held in Yangon on 
26 August.

The Collaboration & Stra-
tegic Partnership Committee of 
the MBE organized this event. 
The agreement aims to en-
hance cooperation between the 
two organizations in the fields of 
education, business, and youth 
development.

It was signed by MBE 
Vice-President 2 Daw Min Min 
Myintzu and General Secretary 
U Thein Oo, and YIC Found-
er & CEO Dr Zaw Linn and 
Co-founder Dr Yin Thu Aye, in 
the presence of other attendees 

including executive members, 
teachers, students, and repre-
sentatives. 

Under this MoU, both or-
ganizations will implement 
collaborative activities, includ-
ing exchange of students, joint 
teaching activities, internships, 
promoting Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprise programmes, 
visits and exchanges of schol-
ars, teachers, and resource per-
sons, business plan contests, 
matchings, and networking 
sessions, and Corporate Social 
Responsibility activities.

Moving forward through 
this MoU signing, both organ-
izations will work to promote 
mutually beneficial cooperation 
across various business sec-
tors. — MT/ZN

MBE, YIC ink MoU

The launch of the  free motorcycle repair training course 
in progress in Hopong Township.
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Tripartite Talks Push 
GlobalStandard...

FROM PAGE 1
initiatives under the 
One Health approach, 
agricultural technology 
dissemination, and the 
reduction of chemical 
residues in agricultural 
produce. Experts from 
CABI responded by pro-
posing potential technical 
solutions tailored to each 
focus area.

The parties also dis-
cussed formulating tar-
geted projects to assist 
farmers and established 
a Tripartite Working 
Group (TWG), compris-
ing representatives and 
experts from the Embas-
sy of Myanmar in Lon-

don, the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Livestock and 
Irrigation and CABI, to 
ensure timely and effec-
tive technical coopera-
tion.

Participants included 
relevant officials from the 
Embassy of Myanmar in 
London, the Permanent 
Secretary and agricultur-
al experts from the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation, the 
CEO and senior experts 
from CABI headquar-
ters, and specialists from 
CABI regional centres in 
China, Kenya, Pakistan 
and Malaysia. — ASH/TH

This photo features the virtual tripartite meeting between 
the UK-based Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences 
International (CABI), the Embassy of Myanmar in London, 
and the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation.

DICA: 200 companies fail to file AR 
in Aug 2026

TWO hundred companies 
were struck off the reg-
ister in August 2026 for 
failing to file annual re-
turns (AR) on the online 
registry system, MyCO, 
according to the Direc-
torate of Investment and 
Company Administration 
(DICA).

DICA stated that 200 
companies each in Jan-
uary and February, no 
companies in March, 400 
companies in April, 200 
in May, no companies in 
June, and 200 in July 2026 
failed to submit AR. 

DICA notified those 
companies, which failed 
to file their AR on MyCO, 
that they were struck off 
the register from the date 
of the directive, under 430 
(F) of the Myanmar Com-

panies Law, according to 
DICA’s notification.

A total of 7,300 com-
panies in 2025 and 19,000 
in 2024 also failed to sub-
mit the AR. 

The registration and 
re-registration of compa-
nies on the MyCO website 
commenced on 1 August 
2018, in keeping with the 
Myanmar Companies 
Law 2017.

All registered com-
panies need to submit AR 
on the MyCO registry sys-
tem within two months 
of incorporation, and at 
least once every year (not 
later than one month af-
ter the anniversary of the 
incorporation), according 
to Section 97 of the law.

Under Section 266 
(A) of the Myanmar 

Companies Law 2017, 
public companies must 
submit annual returns 
and financial statements 
(G-5) simultaneously. All 
overseas corporations 
must submit ARs in the 
prescribed format on 
MyCO within 28 days of 
the financial year ending, 
under Section 53 (A-1) of 
the Myanmar Companies 
Law 2017.

As per DICA’s report, 
thousands of companies 
were suspended for fail-
ing to submit AR forms 
before the due date. New-
ly established companies 
are required to submit 
ARs within two months 
of incorporation or face a 
fine of K100,000 for filing 
late returns. 

The DICA has no-

tified that any company 
which fails to submit its 
AR within 13 months will 
be notified of its suspen-
sion (I-9A). If it fails to 
submit the AR within 28 
days of receiving the no-
tice, the system will show 
the company’s status as 
suspended. Companies 
can restore their status 
only after shelling out a 
fine of K50,000 for the AR 
fee, K100,000 for restora-
tion of the company on the 
Register, and K100,000 for 
late filing of documents, 
totalling K250,000. If a 
company fails to restore 
its status within six 
months of suspension, 
the registrar will strike 
its name off the register, 
according to the DICA 
notice. — NN/KK

Trading Amount and Forex Rate in the 
Market on 1 September 2026

US$ Chinese yuan Thai baht Indian rupee

Exchange rates 3,653.00~3669.00 55700~558.70 125.30~125.70 43.60

Trading amount in the 
market

10,184, 678.18 5,216,102.00 31,324,084.33 -

MEB extends e-Pension 
services to 197 branches

UMFCCI holds international                
business fora

THE Myanma Economic Bank 
has announced that its Central-
ized e-Pension system is now 
available at 197 branches na-
tionwide as of August 2026.

MEB has upgraded from 
the legacy e-Pension system to 
the centralized version since 
September 2023.

The pensioners can check 
the branches that operate the 
centralized e-Pension system 
through www.meb.gov.mm and 
the Myanma Economic Bank 
Facebook page in a timely man-
ner, MEB notified government 
pensioners. 

The pensioners can with-
draw their pensions at any of 

the 197 branches equipped with 
the centralized system. They 
can also transfer their pension 
account from one branch to an-
other without needing to apply 
for a new e-Pension card. All 
services are free of charge.

The operating branches in-
clude four in Nay Pyi Taw, 24 in 
Mandalay Region, 29 in Yangon 
Region, 27 in Bago Region, 25 in 
Ayeyawady Region, 31 in Shan 
State, four in Kayin State, 19 
in Magway Region, 10 in Mon 
State, six in Rakhine State, 
five in Taninthayi Region, two 
in Kachin State, 10 in Sagaing 
Region and one in Kayah State. 
— NN/KK

THE Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar 
Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce and 
Industry (UMFCCI) 
has successfully or-
ganized business fo-
rums in India, China, 
Laos, Thailand, Rus-
sia, and Belarus over 
the past three months, 
UMFCCI President U 
Aye Win said during 
the federation’s central 
executive committee 
meeting held in the last 
week of August. 

The president 
noted that the forums 
have strengthened 

trade ties and opened 
new opportunities for 
Myanmar businesses.

Myanmar-Thai-
land business forum 
was held in Bangkok 
on 6 August, drawing 
approximately 240 
delegates, including 
about 160 Myanmar 
representatives and 
40 participants from 
Thailand.

During the meet-
ing, the UMFCCI pres-
ident urged members 
to uphold the feder-
ation’s rallying call 
that “the federation’s 
actions must meet 

international stand-
ards”. Participants 
also discussed experi-
ences from the over-
seas forums, ways to 
boost trade volumes, 
accessing quality con-

struction materials, us-
ing modern technology 
and organizing a work-
shop on enhancing in-
spection in line with 
standards and quality 
control”. — TWA/KK

UMFCCI’s central executive committee meeting.
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Persons with disabilities are members of society and an 
important part of it. As citizens, they are entitled to equal 
rights and opportunities on an equal footing with others. 

The responsible authorities must therefore take measures to 
create the necessary conditions for them to enjoy these rights 
and opportunities.

In fact, they should not be referred to as “disabled persons”. No 
one, whether able-bodied or living with a disability, can demonstrate, 
develop and utilize 100 per cent of their capabilities. There may 
be things that one person is capable of doing that another person 
may not be able to do. Conversely, a person with a disability may 
be able to accomplish with ease certain tasks that people with 
fully functioning limbs may be unable to perform. Therefore, those 
who may have disabilities but are capable of achieving should be 

recognized and encouraged 
to excel.

Therefore, as all people 
share the same human dignity, 
no one should discriminate 
against or look down on others 
based on whether they have 
a disability. Such conduct is 
shameful. Those who discrimi-
nate against or demean others 
are themselves incapable of 
understanding the truth of life 
and the essence of human ex-
istence. We should therefore 
refrain from discrimination 
and degrading treatment 
against persons with disabil-
ities, and walk together with 
them on the journey of life, 
hand in hand.

The State is making ef-
forts to fully implement the 
laws, rules and policies re-
quired for persons with dis-
abilities and to create equal 
opportunities for them in ed-
ucation, healthcare, employ-
ment and transportation. Like-
wise, members of the public 
should support one another 
and work together to build an 
equitable society.

The Ministry of Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment has opened nine schools 

under its administration to provide education, training, care and 
support for persons with disabilities, enabling them to learn and 
develop systematically. In addition, a school for young persons 
with disabilities has been opened in Ottarathiri Township, Nay 
Pyi Taw, and has begun providing care and support for children 
with disabilities.

Therefore, all citizens need to work together to support per-
sons with disabilities in developing the educational, mental and 
physical capacities necessary to live independently with minimal 
reliance on others. The State and the private sector should also 
cooperate in creating opportunities for them to enter the workforce 
in practice. Greater emphasis should be placed on creating employ-
ment opportunities suited to the diverse abilities and strengths of 
persons with disabilities, thereby helping improve their livelihoods 
and quality of life.

Lend a hand to persons 
with disabilities without 
discrimination

Therefore, all citizens 
need to work together 
to support persons with 
disabilities in developing 
the educational, 
mental and physical 
capacities necessary 
to live independently 
with minimal reliance 
on others. The State 
and the private sector 
should also cooperate in 
creating opportunities 
for them to enter the 
workforce in practice. 
Greater emphasis 
should be placed on 
creating employment 
opportunities suited to 
the diverse abilities and 
strengths of persons 
with disabilities, thereby 
helping improve their 
livelihoods and quality 
of life.

There is something beau-
tiful about rain – until we 
begin to count how many 

things we have to carry upstairs. 
A bucket. A bag of clothes. A box of 
documents. A child’s schoolbooks. 
A bottle of drinking water. And 
sometimes, the most important 
thing of all: the hope that the water 
will stop rising. For many people 
across Myanmar, this is not simply 
a rainy season. It is a season of 
uncertainty.

The sound of heavy rain, 
which once brought comfort, can 
now make families look outside 
their windows with concern. A 
river that usually moves quietly 
can become frightening. A famil-
iar street can disappear beneath 
brown water. A journey that nor-
mally takes ten minutes can sud-
denly become impossible. Flood-
ing changes ordinary life in ways 
that are difficult to understand 
until we experience it ourselves. 

A home is no longer simply a 
home when water begins entering 
through the doorway. A road is no 
longer simply a road when people 
cannot safely cross it. A farm is no 
longer simply a field when weeks 
or months of hard work are cov-
ered by water. And a rainy day is 

no longer simply a rainy day when 
a family begins wondering where 
they will sleep that night.

Across different parts of My-
anmar, heavy monsoon rain and 
rising water levels have affected 
communities, homes, roads, farms 
and livelihoods. Flood warnings 
during the monsoon season are a 
reminder that dangerous condi-
tions can develop quickly, particu-
larly in low-lying and flood-prone 
areas. But behind every warning 
is a human life.

We sometimes read about 
flooding on our phones, look at 
photographs for a few seconds 
and then continue with our day. 
Yet somewhere behind those pho-
tographs, someone may be sitting 
awake through the night. Some-
one may be holding a child close 
because the child is frightened. 
Someone may be trying to pro-
tect a few important belongings 
from the water. Someone may 
be looking at a field and silent-
ly calculating how much of the 
family’s future has disappeared 

beneath it. This is the human side 
of flooding that numbers cannot 
fully describe. 

A disaster is measured in me-
ters of water and damaged houses, 
but people experience it through 
memories, worries and uncertain-
ty. The old family photographs that 
become wet. The clothes that may 
never dry properly. The small shop 
that took years to build. The crops 
that were expected to provide 
income for the coming months. 
These things may look ordinary 
from the outside, but ordinary 
things often hold the greatest 
meaning in our lives. That is why 
flooding deserves more than tem-
porary attention.

We should not think about 
floods only when the rain becomes 
heavy or when photographs of 
flooded streets appear on social 
media. Preparation must begin 
while the sky is still clear. Families 
living in areas that are vulnerable 
to flooding should know where im-
portant documents are kept and 
protect them from water. Essen-

tial medicines, drinking water, dry 
food, flashlights, power banks and 
basic clothing should be prepared 
in advance whenever possible. 

A family should also know 
where it can move if the water 
rises quickly. These preparations 
may seem unnecessary on a nor-
mal day. But emergencies rarely 
wait for us to become ready. A 
few minutes of preparation can 
sometimes prevent hours of con-
fusion. Children should also under-
stand what flooding means. They 
should know that floodwater can 
be dangerous even when it looks 
shallow. Hidden holes, strong cur-
rents, damaged roads and unsafe 
surroundings can turn curiosity 
into tragedy.

Teaching children to respect 
water is not about making them 
afraid of rain. It is about teaching 
them to understand its power. The 
same lesson applies to all of us. 
We should respect nature without 
fearing it. 

Rain is not our enemy. The 
monsoon is part of life in Myanmar. 

It supports farms, fills rivers and 
provides water that communities 
depend upon. The problem begins 
when we forget that something 
essential can also become dan-
gerous when it exceeds what our 
surroundings can safely handle. 
This is why flood preparedness is 
not only about emergency bags 
and evacuation plans. It is also 
about the places where we live. 
Blocked drains, rubbish-filled wa-
terways and poorly maintained 
surroundings can make flooding 
worse. Protecting trees, keeping 
drainage areas clear and caring 
for natural waterways are simple 
responsibilities that can contrib-
ute to safer communities.

No single action can prevent 
every flood. But many small ac-
tions can reduce unnecessary suf-
fering. And perhaps that is how 
we should think about disasters 
in general. Not as problems that 
someone else will solve, but as 
challenges that require all of us to 
play a part. Because when water 
rises, kindness becomes practical.

A neighbour checking on an 
elderly person may prevent some-
one from being left behind. A per-
son sharing clean water may help 
another family get through the day. 
Someone lending a phone charger 
may allow an important message 
to be sent. A young person help-
ing carry belongings may save a 
family precious time. These acts 
may never appear in a newspaper 
headline. But they are the stories 
that hold communities together.

Floods have a strange way of 
reminding us of what truly mat-
ters. When water surrounds a 
house, nobody cares about having 
the most beautiful furniture. When 
a family is searching for a safe 
place, expensive possessions sud-
denly seem less important. When 
someone is frightened, a kind voice 
can be more valuable than many 
material things.

Disasters strip life down to its 
essentials. Safety. Family. Food. 
Clean water. Shelter. And someone 
standing beside us saying, “We 
will get through this.” Perhaps we 

should remember these priorities 
even after the water disappears. 
Because eventually, the rain will 
stop. The rivers will begin to fall. 
The roads will slowly reappear. 
People will sweep mud from their 
homes, wash their belongings, re-
open their shops and return to 
their fields. 

Life will begin to look ordinary 
again. But recovery is rarely as 
quick as the return of sunshine. A 
farmer may need another season. 
A shopkeeper may need months. A 
family may need time to rebuild a 
damaged home. And a person who 
spent a frightening night watch-
ing the water rise may carry that 
memory long after the walls have 
dried. This is why our concern 
should not disappear when the 
floodwater does.

Recovery deserves patience. 
It deserves understanding. And 
it deserves continued kindness. 
Perhaps the greatest mistake we 
can make is believing that once 
the water is gone, the problem is 
over. When that day comes, may 

we remember one simple truth: 
The rain may test our strength, 
but it is our compassion that tells 
us who we are.

Perhaps the true measure of 
a community is not how it looks 
when everything is going well, but 
how it responds when life becomes 
difficult.

When the water rises, we see 
more than flooded streets. We see 
people helping people. We see 
strangers becoming neighbours, 
neighbours becoming support sys-
tems and small acts of kindness 
becoming reasons to keep going.

The rain will eventually be-
come a memory. The water will 
recede, the roads will reappear, 
and the work of rebuilding will 
begin. But the compassion shown 
during those difficult days should 
not disappear with the floodwater.

May we carry that compas-
sion into the days ahead. Because 
when the water rises, so does our 
humanity – and sometimes, it is 
that humanity that helps us find 
our way back home.

By Min Min Zan

By Laura Htet 
(UDE)When the Water Rises, So Does Our Humanity

Every day, an ordinary 
household produces 
a surprising amount 

of garbage. In my home, four 
people live together, yet by the 
end of a single day we can fill 
approximately one large plastic 
bag with rubbish. Each person 
contributes only a small amount: 
a food wrapper, a disposable cup, 
a plastic packet, a used tissue, 
a bottle, or some leftover food. 
However, when these small 
things are collected together, 
they become a large and un-
pleasant burden. This simple 
experience has made me think 
not only about garbage, but also 
about human beings, our habits, 
our bodies, and the way we are 
eventually treated after death.

At first, household waste 
seems harmless. One plastic bag 
does not appear to be a serious 
problem. We may tie it tightly 
and place it outside the house, 
believing that someone will 
come and take it away. Yet gar-
bage does not disappear mere-
ly because it leaves our sight. 
It remains somewhere in the 
world. It is carried to a collection 
point, dumped beside a road, 

burned in the open air, buried in 
the ground, or left to decompose 
slowly. The plastic items that we 
use for only a few minutes may 
remain in the environment for 
many years. A convenient action 
in the present therefore creates 
a lasting problem for the future.

The problem becomes more 
serious when the municipal gar-
bage truck cannot come regu-
larly. In my neighbourhood, the 
garbage collection vehicle may 
arrive only about once a week 
instead of every day. During the 
days between collections, the 
bags of rubbish remain outside. 
Food scraps begin to rot, and an 
unpleasant sour smell spreads 
through the air. Flies, insects, 
stray animals, and sometimes 
disease-causing organisms 
are attracted to the waste. A 
place that should be clean and 
comfortable becomes dirty and 
unhealthy. The garbage is no 
longer simply an object that 
we want to remove; it becomes 
a living sign of neglect and a 
threat to the people who must 
live near it.

This situation also reveals 
an important truth about mod-

ern life. Human beings consume 
far more than they need. We buy 
products wrapped in several 
layers of plastic, use dispos-
able items once, and throw them 
away without thinking deeply 
about their destination. Many of 
us are careful about what enters 
our homes, but we are less con-
cerned about what leaves them. 
We want clean rooms, fresh food, 
and pleasant surroundings, but 
we often ignore the invisible 
system that must handle the 
waste created by our comfort. 
In this way, garbage reflects our 
lifestyle. It shows how much we 
consume, how carelessly we be-
have, and how willing we are to 
transfer our responsibilities to 
other people.

The municipal workers who 

collect garbage perform difficult 
and necessary work. They deal 
with bad smells, sharp objects, 
spoiled food, chemicals, and 
heavy bags so that society can 
live more comfortably. Never-
theless, they cannot solve the 
entire problem by themselves. 
Citizens must take responsibility 
for reducing waste, separating 
recyclable materials, storing 
rubbish safely, and disposing of 
it properly. A clean city is not 
created only by garbage trucks; 
it is created by the daily disci-
pline of every household.

I can still remove the gar-
bage from my home while I am 
alive. I can tie the bags, carry 
them outside, separate what can 
be reused, and try to keep my 
surroundings clean. These ac-

tions are small, but they remind 
me that responsibility begins 
with the individual. I should not 
wait for someone else to solve 
a problem that I have helped 
create. If every family produced 

less waste and managed it more 
carefully, the burden on munic-
ipal services would become 
lighter. Even simple changes, 
such as using reusable bags, 
avoiding unnecessary packag-

ing, composting organic waste, 
and refusing single-use plastic, 
could make a meaningful differ-
ence when many people practise 
them together.

However, the thought of gar-
bage leads me to a darker and 
more philosophical idea. One 
day, I will die. My body, which 
I now regard as the centre of 
my identity, will become some-
thing that others must handle. 
My family will carry me to a cem-
etery, where I will be buried or 
cremated according to custom. 
From one point of view, the 
dead body becomes a physical 
remainder that must be placed 
in a particular location and sep-
arated from daily life. In this 
sense, a human being may seem 
to become like another form of 
waste: something that has com-
pleted its useful existence and 
must be removed.

This comparison may sound 
harsh, but it forces us to question 
the meaning of human value. 
Are people valuable only while 
they are productive, healthy, 
attractive, or useful to others? 
Do we become waste when we 
can no longer work or speak? 

Of course, a person is not the 
same as a plastic bag. Garbage 
has no memories, relationships, 
feelings, or moral worth. A hu-
man being remains meaningful 
because of the love shared with 
others, the experiences remem-
bered by family and friends, and 
the influence left on the commu-
nity. Even after death, a person 
continues to exist in the stories 
and emotions of those who re-
main. The cemetery may receive 
the body, but it cannot receive a 
whole human life.

Nevertheless, the image 
of being discarded in a ceme-
tery contains an uncomfortable 
warning. Human beings often 
treat nature and one another as 
objects to be used and thrown 
away. We create rubbish when 
something no longer serves us, 
and we sometimes neglect el-
derly people, poor people, sick 
people, and workers when they 
are no longer convenient. A so-
ciety that does not respect its 
garbage workers may also fail 
to respect human beings who 
are vulnerable. 

SEE PAGE 11

The Waste We Create and  
the Lives We Leave Behind
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AI propels India’s next economic progress

Data centre backlash 
scrambles US midterm politics
Data centres drove up regional grid capacity costs by billions rapidly.
THE data centres pow-
ering America’s artificial 
intelligence boom have 
become an unlikely target 
in November’s midterm 
elections, as anger over 
rising electricity bills and 
noise turns Democrats — 
and a growing number of 
Republicans — against Big 
Tech.

Candidates in at least 
21 races across 18 states 
have aired television ad-
vertisements mentioning 
data centres this cycle, 
according to marketing 
data cited by US media, 
almost evenly divided be-
tween both parties.

On the grid serving 
Senate battleground Ohio, 
as well as 12 other states, 
demand from data centers 

drove up capacity costs by 
$9.3 billion in a single year, 
a 174 per cent increase, ac-
cording to an independent 
market monitor.

Anger over house-
hold bills has merged 
with a broader populist 
distrust of Silicon Valley, 
exposing lawmakers who, 

until recently, were court-
ing the sprawling server 
farms with tax breaks and 
promises of jobs and in-
vestment. — AFP

Growing data centre facilities spark intense public and political debate nationwide.  	
PHOTO: AFP/FILE

Ukraine’s nuclear plant has lost power supply: IAEA

THE Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant in Ukraine has 
been without off-site power 
for more than a week and is 
currently relying on emer-
gency diesel generators, 
the UN’s nuclear watchdog 
said Saturday.

The plant, which 
needs power to keep its 
six non-operating reac-
tors cool, has only a ten-
day diesel supply on site, 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency said in a 
statement.

It has not had a deliv-
ery to an off-site storage 

facility in about six months, 
but the plant had been sup-
plied with diesel Thursday 
and Friday from another 
off-site location, the IAEA 
added.

“The availability of 
diesel fuel is of paramount 
importance whenever a 
nuclear power plant loses 
off-site power,” said IAEA 
Director General Rafael 
Grossi.

“The current situation 
once again shows why re-
liable external power and 
secure supply routes are 
indispensable for nuclear 

safety and security.” The 
plant lost its regular power 
supply “following military 

activity on the northern 
side of the Dnipro River”, 
the statement said. — AFP

Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant faces critical external 
electrical power outage risks.  PHOTO: XINHUA/FILE

Chinese electric cars enter Zimbabwean transport market
ZIMBABWE’S drive towards 
electric mobility is gaining 
momentum, with growing 
interest in electric vehicles 
(EVs) signaling a shift toward 
more sustainable transport 
systems, as showcased at the 
Zimbabwe Agricultural Show.

At the six-day show, 
which ended Saturday in 
Zimbabwe’s capital, Hara-

re, the Central Mechanical 
Equipment Department 
(CMED), a state enterprise 
providing transport and logis-
tics services to both the pub-
lic and private sectors, drew 
public attention by displaying 
a range of EVs, including Chi-
nese models such as the Nio 
Firefly, Geely Riddara, and 
King Long electric commer-

cial vehicles.
Through these demon-

strations, the enterprise aims 
to introduce green technolo-
gies, build public confidence, 
and lay the groundwork for a 
national e-mobility ecosys-
tem.

“Our motivation is not 
simply to introduce electric 
vehicles but to demonstrate 

that sustainable mobility can 
work in Zimbabwe. We want 
to create awareness, give 
Zimbabweans an opportu-
nity to experience electric 
vehicles, and ultimately con-
tribute to the development 
of an e-mobility ecosystem,” 
Tarisai Muzorori, CMED 
public relations officer, told 
Xinhua. — Xinhua

Chinese electric vehicle models attract strong interest 
at Harare auto showcase.  PHOTO: XINHUA

VICE-PRESIDENT CP Radhakrishnan on Friday 
launched ‘Gnani Artha’, a sovereign AI stack com-
prising Evon 3.3 and Plexus, developed by GNANI AI, 
at Uprashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. According to 
the Vice-President’s Secretariat, Evon 3.3 is a large lan-
guage model, while Plexus is a platform that connects 
AI intelligence with real-world work and institutions. 

Welcoming the launch of Gnani Artha, Radhakr-
ishnan said the combination of Evon 3.3 and Plexus 
reflects the growing strength of India’s technology 
ecosystem and demonstrates that Indian engineers can 
not only use frontier technologies but also build them.

Radhakrishnan said technology has transformed 
dramatically, from the era of typewriters and limited 
use of personal computers to today’s age of Artificial 
Intelligence and Large Language Models. — ANI

NASA launches new cosmic mapping 
telescope
NASA is preparing to launch its new flagship space tel-
escope on Sunday, embarking on a multi-year mission 
to create an unprecedented map of the cosmos and 
shed light on some of the biggest mysteries in physics.

Designed to take a panoramic view of the vast 
reaches of space, the Roman Space Telescope “will 
help unlock the secrets of the universe,” US President 
Donald Trump said Friday during a ceremony at NASA 
headquarters in Houston, Texas.

Standing over 12 metres (39 feet) tall, the state-
of-the-art observatory is scheduled to launch from 
Florida at 7:26 am (1126 GMT) aboard a SpaceX Falcon 
Heavy rocket. — AFP

Firms build software internally using AI

ORGANIZATIONS are increasingly using agentic coding 
tools to build software in-house in lieu of purchasing it, 
according to a McKinsey report titled “The state of AI in 
2026”. Nearly a third of respondents (32 per cent) report 
that their organizations have decided against buying one 
or more software products or features because they could 
be built internally with agentic coding tools. 

The trend spans several sectors, with technology 
companies leading the shift away from external software 
procurement. Across industries, 41 per cent of respond-
ents in the technology sector report forgoing software 
purchases in favour of internal development using AI 
coding tools. — ANI
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JAPAN’S oldest per-
son, Shigeko Kagawa, a 
115-year-old resident of 
Nara Prefecture, western 
Japan, died late last week, 
the Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Welfare said 
Monday.

Fuyo Kishimoto, a 
114-year-old woman in 
nearby Kyoto, is now the 
country’s oldest person. 
The ministry said Kagawa 
died Thursday.

Born in 1911, Kagawa 
graduated from a medical 
school in 1934 and worked 

for about three years in the 
obstetrics and gynecology 
and internal medicine de-
partments at a hospital in 
Osaka, according to a local 
medical association.

She opened her own 
clinic in Nara Prefecture 
in 1937. Kagawa contin-
ued practising as an ob-
stetrician-gyanecologist 
and internist into her 80s, 
contributing to community 
healthcare. In 2021, she be-
came the oldest torchbear-
er in the Tokyo Olympic 
torch relay. — Kyodo

Shigeko Kagawa. (Photo courtesy of Yamatokoriyama city)   
PHOTO: KYODO

Japan’s oldest person, 
115-year-old woman from 
Nara Prefecture, dies

The Waste We Create and the Lives We Leave Behind

FROM PAGE 9
The way we handle waste 
therefore expresses the 
kind of society we are 
building. Care, dignity, 
and responsibility should 
continue even when 
something is unpleasant, 

old, broken, or no longer 
useful.

The connection be-
tween people and garbage 
is ultimately a lesson about 
limits. We are temporary 
creatures living in a limit-
ed world. Our homes, our 

cities, our bodies, and the 
objects we produce will 
all eventually change and 
disappear. Because life is 
temporary, we should not 
consume thoughtlessly 
or leave our problems for 
future generations. We 

should live with great-
er awareness: creating 
less waste, respecting 
the people who manage 
it, and remembering that 
everything we throw away 
goes somewhere.

My household’s single 

bag of garbage may seem 
insignificant, but it repre-
sents a much larger hu-
man problem. It contains 
the evidence of our daily 
choices and the conse-
quences we prefer not to 
see. I can remove the bag 
today, but I cannot remove 
the responsibility behind 
it. And when my own life 

ends, I hope that people 
will remember that I was 
never merely something 
to be discarded. I was a 
human being who shared 
the same fragile world, 
created both beauty and 
waste, and had the duty 
to leave that world a little 
cleaner, kinder, and more 
dignified than I found it.

Japan survey finds 
support for child 
social media limits, 
teens less keen
A majority of people aged 
15 to 39 in Japan approve 
of limiting children’s use 
of social networking servic-
es, but support was lowest 
among teenagers, a gov-
ernment survey showed 
Monday, highlighting a 
generational divide.

Support was above 50 
per cent in all age groups 
for both genders, but high-
er among women than 
men, topping 70 per cent 
among female respondents 
aged 35 to 39, according to 
the first large-scale survey 
of its kind by the Children 
and Families Agency.

In July, an agency 
expert panel said in an in-
terim report on protecting 
children who use social me-
dia that discussions should 
be stepped up on whether 
to introduce uniform age-
based usage restrictions. 
The latest findings are ex-
pected to be used in future 
debate.

The online survey from 
20 May targeted about 
100,000 male and female 
respondents nationwide 
under the age of 40 and the 
agency released prelimi-
nary results by age group 
and gender. — Kyodo

“Spider-Man: Brand 
New Day” tops North 
American box office for 
5th straight weekend
SONY and Marvel’s su-
perhero film “Spider-Man: 
Brand New Day” remained 
at the top of the North 
American box office, taking 
in US$22.2 million during its 
fifth weekend in theatres, 
according to data released 
by measurement firm Ren-
trak on Sunday.

Based on the Marvel 
Comics character Spi-
der-Man and starring Tom 
Holland in the titular role, 
the film has grossed $891.5 
million in North America 
and $2.332 billion worldwide, 
making it the fourth-high-

est-grossing film of all time.
The live-action animat-

ed comedy film “Coyote. 
Acme”, released by Ketch-
up Entertainment, opened 
in second place, earning 
$15.5 million during its de-
but weekend. 

Universal Pictures’ 
epic action film “The Odys-
sey” landed in third place, 
taking in $14.3 million in 
its seventh weekend in 
theatres. The film has now 
grossed a domestic cume 
of $563.8 million and a glob-
al cume of $1.553 billion 
through Sunday. — Xinhua

China’s summer box office edges up  
as diverse slate lifts market
CHINA’S summer movie 
season is on track to close 
Monday with total box 
office revenue estimat-
ed at around 12.5 billion 
yuan (US$1.84 billion), up 
slightly from about 12 bil-
lion yuan a year earlier, 
marking a second consec-
utive year of growth for 
the June-August window, 
according to data from 
ticketing platform Mao-
yan. Admissions rose 
to about 340 million, in-
creasing from 321 million 
in 2025 and 284 million in 
2024. These figures remain 
well short of the 2023 sum-
mer season’s record 20.6 
billion yuan revenue and 
504 million admissions, 
but industry observers 

pointed to the quality 
and range of this year’s 
slate as a bright spot after 
several sluggish seasons. 
“Kung Fu Soccer”. direct-
ed by Stephen Chow and 
released 11 July, topped 
the season with 2.3 billion 

yuan. Three other films, 
namely restaurant-set war 
drama “Once Upon a Time 
in the Middle East” (1.9 
billion yuan), animated 
fantasy “All Wishes Come 
True” (1.8 billion yuan) and 
Hollywood’s “Spider-Man: 

Brand New Day” (1.5 bil-
lion yuan), each cleared 1 
billion yuan.

Christopher Nolan’s 
“The Odyssey” took in 
roughly 600 million yuan. 
Further down the chart, 
crime drama “V”, war 
film “Crossing” and ac-
tion thriller “The Furious” 
brought in 400 million, 290 
million and 200 million 
yuan, respectively. Anima-
tion studio Light Chaser’s 
“Three Kingdoms: The 
Beginning,” the first in-
stalment of a planned tril-
ogy retelling the classical 
epic, earned just 90 million 
yuan but drew critical ac-
claim, suggesting a possi-
ble slow-burn following for 
the franchise. — Xinhua

Spectators line up for ticket check next to a poster of the 
film “Once Upon a Time in the Middle East” at a cinema 
in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong Province, 24 August 
2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA
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A sell-off of bonds from 
key countries worldwide 
deepened on Tuesday, 
sending government 
borrowing costs soaring 
and equities lower as in-
vestors fretted that ener-
gy-driven inflation would 
force central bankers to 
hike interest rates.

The latest bout of 
fighting between the Unit-
ed States and Iran has 
pushed oil prices higher, 
stoking the fears of tight-
er monetary policy that 
could weigh on economic 
growth.

Heavy selling sent 
the interest rate on 30-
year UK government 
bonds to the highest 
since 1998, while the 10-
year yield surged to a level 

not seen since the global 
financial crisis of 2007-08.

Japan’s 10-year bond 
yield touched a 30-year 
high of three per cent, 
reflecting worries about 
plans for massive govern-
ment spending.

The yield on the 30-
year US Treasury bond 
stood at 5.27 per cent, not 
far from levels last seen 
in 2007, while the 10-year 
yield rose to its highest 
level since January 2025.

“The bond sell-off 

has... been a global affair,” 
said Deutsche Bank’s Jim 
Reid.

He said the “main 
culprit was the weekend 
escalation in the Middle 
East that saw the US and 
Iran exchange strikes for 
the first time since late 
July”.

European stocks 
tumbled, with Frankfurt 
shedding more than one 
per cent and London also 
falling as trading resumed 
after a public holiday.

Official data showed 
that eurozone inflation 
hit a three-year high at 
3.3 per cent in August, 
cementing expectations 
that the European Central 
Bank would raise interest 
rates next week. — AFP

Global bond sell-off deepens 
on inflation concerns

A monitor in Tokyo’s Chuo Ward shows the benchmark 
10-year Japanese government bond yield hitting 3.000 
per cent on 1 September 2026.  PHOTO: KYODO

Foreign visitor 
numbers fall at 
Cambodia’s Angkor 
in Jan-Aug
CAMBODIA’S famous An-
gkor Archaeological Park 
saw a 29-per-cent year-on-
year drop in international 
visitors during the first 
eight months of 2026, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment released Tuesday.

A total of 474,993 for-
eign tourists visited the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site from January to Au-
gust, said the press release 
from the state-owned An-
gkor Enterprise.

It generated US$22.54 
million in ticket revenue, 
marking a 27.4-per-cent 
decline compared to the 
same period last year, the 
statement said.

The downward trend 
persisted through August, 
with foreign arrivals falling 
eight per cent year-on-year 
to 46,770, while monthly 
ticket revenue dropped 8.4 
per cent to $2.22 million, 
the statement added.

Cambodian Minister 
of Tourism has recently 
attributed this signifi-
cant drop to compound-
ing challenges, including 
technology-enabled scam 
networks, border friction 
with Thailand, and Mid-
dle Eastern geopolitical 
conflicts that have driven 
up fuel prices and damp-
ened international travel 
demand. — Xinhua

Tourists gather to watch the sunrise at the Angkor Wat 
temple in Siem Reap province, Cambodia, on 22 March 
2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Thailand’s manufacturing sector 
maintains growth in Aug
THAILAND’S manufac-
turing sector remained in 
an expansion territory in 
August, driven by strong 
increases in output and 
new orders, while busi-
ness optimism reached 
its highest level since Jan-
uary, a survey showed on 
Tuesday.

The South-East 
Asian country’s manufac-
turing purchasing man-
agers’ index (PMI) came 
in at 53.8 in August, mar-
ginally down from 54.2 in 
July, signalling a further 
solid improvement in 
overall operating condi-
tions, according to S&P 

Global.
A PMI reading above 

50 indicates growth in the 
goods-producing sector, 
while a reading below 50 

reflects contraction.
The upturn resulted 

from a sharp rise in man-
ufacturing output, mark-
ing the second-fastest 

growth rate so far in 2026, 
thanks to improved de-
mand and new customer 
acquisitions, S&P Global 
said in a statement.

Meanwhile, new busi-
ness inflows climbed no-
tably in August, extending 
the sequence of growth to 
16 consecutive months. 
Despite that, the latest 
survey recorded a frac-
tional drop in employment 
numbers across the man-
ufacturing sector, which 
contributed to capacity 
pressures as evidenced 
by another moderate ac-
cumulation of unfinished 
work. — Xinhua

FURNITURE giant Ikea 
said Tuesday it was cut-
ting prices by up to 28 
per cent on around 1,500 
products in Europe as of 
1 September in order to 

woo customers hit by the 
rising cost of living.

Ikea has reduced 
its prices several times 
in recent years, even 
as it caused a hit to the 

company’s revenue and 
profit in its most recent 
earnings report. “There’s 
a long-term commitment 
about lowering the prices 
to our customers,” Jakub 

Jankowski, the manag-
ing director of Inter Ikea 
Group, the multinational’s 
main holding company, 
told AFP in an interview. 
— AFP

Workers work at the Great Wall Motors (GWM) 
manufacturing plant in Rayong, Thailand, 12 January 
2024.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Ikea cuts prices on 1,500 products in Europe

Anthropic signs $35B 
computing deal with 
startup backed by Nvidia
ANTHROPIC signed a 
$35 billion deal for access 
to cloud computing power 
from a US-based startup 
backed by Nvidia, adding 
to a string of such deals 
clinched by the artificial 
intelligence (AI) develop-
er amid fierce competition 
for advanced computing 
power. The San Francis-
co-based AI lab has agreed 
to a six-year deal with 
Lambda, a source familiar 

with the deal told AFP.
Based in San Jose, Cal-

ifornia, Lambda provides 
access to AI cloud com-
puting services. Lambda 
will secure access to a data 
centre being built by anoth-
er company, Hut 8, which 
mines bitcoins and builds 
data centres, including one 
in Texas that Anthropic will 
tap for computing power, 
according to media reports. 
— AFP
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Frozen “bento” delivery services 
gaining traction, witness market grow

FROZEN “bento” meals 
— ready-made main and 
side dishes served on a 
single plate —- are gain-
ing popularity in Japan, 
with market growth aid-
ed by subscription-based 
home delivery services.

A variety of meals 
that can be microwaved 
and quickly served are 
available, some rich in 
vegetables and others ca-
tering to the needs of peo-
ple with chronic illnesses 
or the elderly.

The frozen bento 
market is projected to ex-
pand to 217.4 billion yen 
($1.36 billion) this year, a 
7.9 per cent increase from 
the previous year, accord-
ing to research institute 
Fuji Keizai Co.

Major companies 
such as seasoning and 
food maker Ajinomoto Co 
and Japanese-style pub 
operator Watami Co have 
also entered the frozen 

bento market.
Greenspoon Inc, a To-

kyo-based company that 
delivers vegetable-rich 
frozen soups and oth-
er items, is also among 
them. Its foray came with 
the launch last December 
of Deli Bento, a series of 
frozen plate meals rich in 
vegetables.

The company’s pres-
ident, Ren Kurosaki, 
said, “The upcoming con-

sumption tax cut will also 
boost demand for eating 
at home, and we expect 
the market to expand,” 
referring to the govern-
ment’s plan to reduce the 
consumption tax rate on 
food and beverages from 
the current eight per cent 
to one per cent next April.

Each bento consists 
of a main dish, a side, 
and a salad. Customers 
can choose from about 35 

main dish options, such as 
green curry. For a 12-meal 
subscription set, the price 
per meal is 886 yen.

In July, the company 
also launched a corpo-
rate meal service with 
installed freezers in offic-
es, allowing employees to 
purchase meals directly 
from them.

Dr Tsurukame Kitch-
en, a frozen meal delivery 
service for restricted diets 
is supervised by medical 
specialists and registered 
dietitians. It is offered by 
a group company of Kura-
dashi Co, which under-
takes social contribution 
initiatives centred on food.

Five courses are of-
fered to meet restrictions 
on salt, carbohydrates, 
calories, and other nu-
trients. Those on a low-
salt diet can choose a 
meal with no more than 
two grammes of salt.  
— Kyodo

Supplied photo shows a green curry bento box offered by 
Greenspoon Inc, based in Tokyo.  PHOTO: KYODO

Brazil criticizes US 
tariffs as unjustified
BRAZIL on Monday reiterated its dissatisfaction with US 
tariffs on Brazilian products, saying the tariffs were “un-
justified and inconsistent” with international trade rules.

Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira and Develop-
ment, Industry, Trade and Services Minister Marcio Elias 
Rosa expressed this position during a virtual meeting with 
US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer.

In a joint statement, the Brazilian ministries said Brazil 
was unfairly treated and that the justifications presented 
by Washington in investigations under Section 301 of the 
US Trade Act of 1974 did not reflect Brazil’s actual practic-
es. Despite the differences, the two countries agreed to 
continue negotiations. Technical meetings, either virtual 
or in person, will be held in the coming weeks, followed by 
another ministerial meeting to assess progress. — Xinhua

China to tax foreign individuals’ 
dividends from foreign-invested 
enterprises
CHINA will impose a 20 per cent individual income tax 
on dividends and bonuses that foreign individuals receive 
from foreign-invested enterprises starting 1 September, 
Chinese authorities said on Tuesday. Exemptions from 
such tax, implemented in 1994 to encourage foreign 
investment and support China’s opening-up policy, have 
now been revoked as the country works to streamline pref-
erential tax policies and build a unified national market, 
according to a joint announcement from the Ministry of 
Finance and the State Taxation Administration. — Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V XO LUCKY VOY.NO. (X2619E)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V XO LUCKY 
VOY.NO. (X2619E) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 2-9-2026 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of MIP where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M 
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301185
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S TI2 LOGISTICS PTE LTD

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V MCC SHENZHEN VOY.NO. (632W)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V MCC 
SHENZHEN VOY.NO. (632W) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 2-9-2026 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of MITT/MIP where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M 
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301185
	 Shipping Agency Department
	 Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S MAERSK A/S.

S Korea’s July online 
shopping grows 7.3% 
on demand for cars, 
mobile devices
SOUTH Korea’s online 
shopping transactions 
rose 7.3 per cent from a 
year earlier to 25.1 trillion 
won (US$18.3 billion) in 
July, led by cars and mo-
bile devices, according to 
the Ministry of Data and 
Statistics.

The online sales of 
cars and car accessories 
jumped 31.1 per cent amid 

surging online purchases 
of models from the US au-
tomaker Tesla.

Online demand for 
mobile devices soared 
37.5 per cent due to the 
launch of new smart-
phones, while those for 
food and beverages, food 
delivery services, and 
home appliances rose in 
single figures. — Xinhua

A woman walks through the alleys of an electronics 
market in Seoul on 29 May 2026.  PHOTO: AFP

Indonesia posts US$3.70 bln trade 
surplus in 1st 7 months of 2026
INDONESIA recorded a 
trade surplus of US$3.70 
billion in the first seven 
months of 2026, Statis-

tics Indonesia (BPS) said 
Tuesday. BPS Deputy for 
Distribution and Services 
Statistics Ateng Hartono 

said exports from January 
to July reached $167.03 bil-
lion, up 4.43 per cent from 
the same period last year, 

driven partly by an increase 
in exports of nickel and its 
derivatives. Meanwhile, im-
ports rose 19.94 per cent 
year on year to $163.33 
billion, with imports of 
electrical machinery and 
equipment increasing 22.38 
per cent. — Xinhua
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THE United Nations 
must play a key role in 
global affairs, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
said on Tuesday. 

“There is no doubt 
that the United Nations 
belongs and should con-
tinue to play a central 
role in world affairs,” Pu-
tin said at the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Plus meeting. 

The attention to 
SCO’s activities in the 
world continues to grow, 
Putin said. 

The whole potential 
of the United Nations has 
not yet been seen, and it is 
important to make efforts 

to increase its effective-
ness, Vladimir Putin said.

“Nevertheless, the 
potential of the United 

Nations seems to be far 
from being fully devel-
oped. And it is important 
to make efforts to in-

crease the effectiveness 
of its activities and ex-
pand the representation 
of its bodies, including in 
the Security Council, with 
the countries of the Glob-
al South and the East. In 
general, to adapt to the 
changing realities that 
have emerged in global 
politics and economics as 
a fundamental change,” 
Putin said.

Not everything in the 
work of United Nations 
satisfies Moscow, but it 
has always been this way, 
Putin said, adding that the 
UN Charter must remain 
the key source of interna-
tional law. — SPUTNIK

UN must play key role in 
global affairs – Putin

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Council of 
Heads of State in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.   
PHOTO: SPUTNIK

JAPAN and the United 
States have agreed to 
further enhance cooper-
ation in the space trans-
portation business by 
standardizing part of the 
review procedures when 
Japanese firms launch 
rockets from US sites and 
vice versa, Japan’s Cabi-
net Office said Tuesday.

Japan’s National 
Space Policy Secretar-
iat and the US Federal 
Aviation Administration 
signed a memorandum of 

cooperation on Monday, 
also aimed at stream-
lining regulations and 
intensifying information 
sharing.

“We would like to 
build a system adaptable 
to space business, which 
is widely expanding in a 
variety of forms,” said 
Takatsugu Ryuzaki, di-
rector general of the sec-
retariat in charge of the 
country’s space develop-
ment and utilization, af-
ter the signing. — Kyodo

Japan, US agree 
to intensify 
cooperation in space 
transport business

Takatsugu Ryuzaki (R), director-general of the Cabinet 
Office’s National Space Policy Secretariat, and Bryan 
Bedford, administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration, shake hands after signing a memorandum 
of cooperation in Washington on 31 August 2026. (Photo 
courtesy of the Cabinet Office)  PHOTO: KYODO

INDONESIA’S National 
Research and Innovation 
Agency (BRIN) is devel-
oping a groundwater mon-
itoring system aimed at 
reducing the risk of forest 
and land fires, particularly 

in peatland areas.
Albertus Sulaiman, 

head of BRIN’s Climate 
and Atmospheric Re-
search Centre, said the 
system is designed to 
monitor groundwater 

conditions in peatlands, 
detect changes that could 
indicate increased fire 
risks, and track carbon 
emissions from these ar-
eas. “Groundwater level 
data can serve as an early 

warning system to identify 
when land begins to be-
come vulnerable to fires, 
as declining groundwater 
levels cause peatlands to 
become drier,” Sulaiman 
said Tuesday. — Xinhua

THAILAND will halve the 
length of visa-free stays for 
tourists from more than 60 
countries and territories to 
30 days, effective 15 Sep-
tember, the foreign minis-
try said Tuesday.

Tourism is vital to the 
South-East Asian nation’s 
economy, but officials say 
the move is part of an effort 
to curb crime involving for-
eign nationals. A string of 
recent arrests has included 
foreigners accused of drug 
offences, sex trafficking 
and operating businesses 
such as hotels and schools 
without proper permits.

Under Thailand’s 
current tourism scheme, 
travellers from more than 
90 countries — including 
Europe’s 29-nation Schen-
gen area, China, India, the 
United States and several 
South American countries 
— are eligible to visit for up 
to 60 days without a visa.

The reduction to 30 
days visa-free applies to 
over 60 countries and terri-
tories, including China, the 
United States and 27 EU 
countries, the Thai foreign 
ministry’s consular affairs 
department said on Tues-
day. — AFP

Indonesia develops groundwater monitoring 
system to reduce peatland fire risks

Qatar says mediation 
efforts intensifying 
to resolve Strait of 
Hormuz crisis
QATAR said on Tuesday 
that diplomatic efforts 
with its regional partners 
are intensifying to reach a 
swift solution to the Strait 
of Hormuz crisis, warning 
that leaving the issue unre-
solved would lead to further 
escalation.

Speaking at the foreign 
ministry’s weekly media 
briefing, ministry spokes-
person Majed Al Ansari 
said discussions remained 
underway with Qatar’s me-
diation partners, including 

Oman and Pakistan, follow-
ing a series of diplomatic 
visits and consultations in 
recent days.

Al Ansari said that 
there was no “tangible re-
sult” yet to announce but 
that further outcomes of 
the discussions and visits 
would be disclosed in the 
coming days, adding that 
diplomatic efforts over the 
past several days had cen-
tred on resolving the situa-
tion in the Strait of Hormuz. 
— Xinhua

This file photo taken on 19 February 2025 shows the Strait 
of Hormuz.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Thailand shortens 
visa-free stays for 
dozens of nations 
from 15 Sept	



15www.gnlm.com.mm
2  SEPTEMBER  2026
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

SPORTS
Mandalay, Yangon reach men’s 
Sepak Takraw final

Chelsea agree to sign Atalanta's Ahanor, 
with Palace loan for this season
CHELSEA signed Atalanta de-
fender Honest Ahanor in a deal 
worth a reported £40 million ($54 
million) on Tuesday, but the teen-
ager will spend this season on loan 
at Crystal Palace.

Ahanor, 18, will swap Serie 
A for south London during his 
temporary spell at Palace before 
joining Chelsea officially in 2027.

He made 22 league appear-
ances for Atalanta last season 
having moved from Genoa a year 
ago, making his debut for Italy in 
a friendly against Luxembourg 
in June.

The move to UEFA Confer-
ence League winners Palace will 
mean the teenager will get Pre-
mier League experience as cover 
for Chadi Riad, who ruptured an 
anterior cruciate ligament against 
Everton.

"I'm very happy to be here and 
to be a part of this great family," 
Ahanor told Palace's website.

"To be at one of the best clubs 
for young players in the Premier 
League is something which makes 
me grateful and excited."

Alongside a photo of Ahanor 

holding up a Chelsea shirt, the 
Blues said on their website: "Chel-
sea has agreed a deal to sign Ital-
ian international Honest Ahanor 
from Serie A side Atalanta, with 
the defender officially joining in 
2027.

"Ahanor, 18, made 35 appear-
ances for Atalanta last campaign, 
his first season in Bergamo having 

arrived from Genoa in July 2025, 
and his excellent form at club level 
saw him earn his first two senior 
appearances for the Italian nation-
al team back in June."

Meanwhile, Chelsea striker 
Marc Guiu has joined RB Leipzig 
on a five-year deal for £14.5 million, 
bringing to an end a two-year stay 
at Stamford Bridge. — AFP

MANDALAY Region 
and Yangon Region 
have reached the men’s 

four-player team final 
of the 2026 Inter-Re-
gion and State Sepak 

Takraw Championship, 
while Ayeyawady Region 
and Mon State have ad-
vanced to the women’s 
final.

In the men’s semifi-
nals, Mandalay defeated 
Kachin State 2-0, while 
Yangon beat Bago Re-
gion 2-1. Bago then de-
feated Kachin 2-1 in the 
third-place match.

In the women’s sem-
ifinals, Ayeyawady de-
feated Yangon 2-1, while 
Mon State beat Sagaing 
Region 2-0. Yangon se-
cured third place with a 

2-0 victory over Sagaing.
The women’s final 

between Ayeyawady and 
Mon State will be held at 
2 pm on 2 September, fol-
lowed by the men’s final 
between Mandalay and 
Yangon at 3 pm at Wunna 
Theikdhi Gymnasium A 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

The f inals  and 
prize-giving ceremony 
will be broadcast live 
on MRTV-4 HD, MRTV 
Sports Channel and 
MRTV Entertainment. 
Admission is free. — 
MNA/KZL 

Myanmar U20 head 
coach calls on fans to 
support team in Asian 
Cup qualifiers

Sepak Takraw finals to be broadcast live on MRTV
THE 2026 Inter-Region 
and State Sepak Takraw 
Championship finals and 
prize-giving ceremony 

will be held at 2 pm on 
2 September at Wunna 
Theikdhi Gymnasium A 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

The event will be 
broadcast live from 1:45 
pm Myanmar Stand-
ard Time on MRTV HD 

Channel, MRTV Sports 
Channel and MRTV En-
tertainment Channel. — 
MNA/KZL 

MYANMAR U20 head 
coach Ryuji Sueoka said 
he greatly respects and ap-
preciates the support of 
Myanmar football fans and 
invited them to attend the 
team’s upcoming matches 
and cheer them on.

He made the remarks 
at a pre-match press con-
ference on 30 August 
ahead of the 2027 AFC 
U20 Asian Cup Qualifica-
tion – Development Phase 
Group K tournament.

“Our objective is to 

progress from this stage, 
and we will focus on taking 
each match one at a time,” 
Ryuji Sueoka said.

He added that the 
team had gained consid-
erable experience over the 
past two years and that the 
players had made signifi-
cant progress. 

Myanmar U20 captain 
Thet Paing Soe also said: 
“We will fully follow the 
coach’s instructions. The 
whole team is ready for the 
tournament.” — TWA/KZL 

Myanmar U20 head coach Ryuji Sueoka (L)  at the pre-
match press conference.

Union St-Gilloise's Belgian defender (27) Louis Patris and Atalanta's Italian 
defender (69) Honest Ahanor fight for the ball during the UEFA Champions 
League - League phase, Matchday 8 - football match between Royale Union 
Saint-Gilloise and Atalanta BC at the RSC Anderlecht Stadium in Brussels, on 
28 January 2026.   PHOTO: AFP

Hong Kong, China to 
send 580 athletes to 
2026 Asian Games

HONG Kong, China will 
send about 580 athletes 
to compete in 38 sports at 
the 20th Asian Games in 
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, the 
Sports Federation & Olym-
pic Committee of Hong 
Kong, China (SF&OC) an-
nounced at a flag presenta-
tion ceremony on Tuesday.

The Asian Games will 
take place from 19 Septem-
ber to 4 October, with Hong 
Kong, China sending a del-
egation of more than 800 
members, including ap-
proximately 580 athletes.

"With events span-
ning multiple cities, this 

edition of the Asian Games 
presents significant chal-
lenges to the delegation's 
support and coordination 
work. Drawing on years 
of experience, SF&OC will 
continue to serve as the 
strongest support for ath-
letes, attending to every 
detail of their participation 
so that they can compete 
without distraction, focus 
entirely on their perfor-
mance, give their best, and 
strive for excellence," said 
Timothy Fok Tsun-ting, 
president of the SF&OC 
of Hong Kong, China. — 
Xinhua 

Teams clash in a high-air duel at the 2026 Inter-Region & 
State Sepak Takraw Championship.
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UN must play key role in 
global affairs – Putin

Xi expects stronger foundation, 
brighter future for China-Russia ties

CHINESE President 
Xi Jinping said on 
Monday that, under 

his and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s strategic 
guidance and through the 
joint efforts of both sides, 
the foundation of Chi-
na-Russia relations will be-
come ever stronger, their 
progress ever steadier, and 
their future ever brighter.

Xi made the remarks 
in a meeting with Putin on 
the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) Summit 2026 in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

Xi said that during the 
successful state visit of Pu-
tin to China in May, he and 
Putin made arrangements 
to steer bilateral relations 
towards higher-quality and 
higher-level development 
from a strategic and long-
term perspective, and 
reached consensus on 
deepening cooperation 

between China and Rus-
sia across various sectors 
under the new circum-
stances.

The competent au-

thorities of the two coun-
tries are actively imple-
menting the consensus, 
with substantial results 
already made, Xi said, 

adding that exchanges and 
cooperation between the 
two sides have maintained 
a strong momentum. — 
Xinhua

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2026 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 31 August 
2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

Eastern Economic 
Forum 2026 opens in 
Vladivostok with over 
5,000 participants
THE 11th Eastern Eco-
nomic Forum (EEF) is 
officially underway on 
Russky Island in Vladiv-
ostok, running from 1 to 4 
September with a packed 
agenda centred on Far 
East development.

More than 5,000 par-
ticipants from over 70 
countries and territories 
are attending this year’s 
forum, with prominent 
delegations arriving 
from China, India, Mon-
golia, Japan, Korea, and 
several ASEAN member 
states.

The Chinese delega-
tion is being led by Vice- 
Premier Ding Xuexiang, 
underscoring Beijing’s 
focus on economic co-
operation with Russia’s 
Far East.

The business pro-
gramme features over 
100 sessions covering 
investment, technology, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, and international 
cooperation. Howev-
er, the Northern Sea 
Route development has 
emerged as the heavy-
weight topic of the fo-
rum, with participants 
closely watching the 
corridor’s potential to 
reshape global shipping.

The plenary ses-
sion on 3 September 
will feature addresses 
from Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Indone-
sian President Prabowo 
Subianto, and Mongolian 
Prime Minister Nyam-
Osoryn Uchral. — SPUT-
NIK

People visit the exhibition hall of the 11th Eastern 
Economic Forum in Vladivostok, Russia, 1 September 
2026.  PHOTO: XINHUA

India endures hottest Aug since records 
began in 1901: weather bureau
INDIA endured its hot-
test August since records 
began in 1901, with the 
country’s mean tempera-
ture reaching 28.01C, the 
India Meteorological De-
partment said.

The mean temper-

ature was 0.67C above 
the long-term average 
for August, the depart-
ment said, releasing the 
results at the end of the 
month.

It broke the previous 
record for August set in 

2023, when the mean 
temperature was 28.0C, 
it added.

India’s  monsoon 
rainfall was 16 per cent 
below normal in August, 
the meteorological de-
partment said, which in-

creased heat, due in part 
to El Nino conditions.

El Nino is a natu-
rally occurring climate 
phenomenon that brings 
worldwide changes in 
winds, air pressure and 
rainfall patterns. — AFP

Iran condemns EU support for US 
economic operation against Iran
IRANIAN Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Esmaeil 
Baghaei on Monday con-
demned the EU’s support 
for a US economic oper-
ation against Iran, say-
ing that Europe could no 
longer claim “strategic 
autonomy”.

Baghaei made the 
remarks in a post on the 
social media platform 

X in response to an EU 
statement issued Mon-
day at the G20 Finance 
Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors meeting 
in Asheville, the United 
States.

The EU said it “wel-
comes efforts (aimed) at 
ensuring that Iran ceases 
its destabilizing activities 
and engages in peace 

negotiations with good 
faith, also through ad-
ditional economic pres-
sure, including through 
the US-led Operation 
Economic Outcast”.

“Europe can no 
longer speak of ‘strategic 
autonomy’ while merely 
executing Washington’s 
orders,” Baghaei said. — 
Xinhua

US releases details of its oil deal with 
Venezuela

THE US government 
released details of its oil 
deal with Venezuela in a 
fact sheet posted on the 
White House website on 
Monday, after President 
Donald Trump announced 
the agreement.

Under the agree-
ment, Venezuelan interim 
authorities have granted 
North American Blue En-

ergy Partners (NABEP), 
a privately held company 
and the country’s sec-
ond-largest private oil 
producer, 100-year con-
cessions for 17 oil fields 
with proven reserves of 
approximately 65 billion 
barrels. In turn, NABEP 
has granted the US De-
partment of War’s Office 
of Strategic Capital a 35 

per cent equity stake in 
its corporate parent. The 
company has also grant-
ed the US Department 
of State the right to pur-
chase, at production cost, 
20 per cent of the output 
from all current and future 
fields it operates, as well 
as the right of first refusal 
to purchase the remaining 
80 per cent. — Xinhua
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