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Agreement.

Five-Point Road Map of the State Administration Council

1. The Union Election Commission will be reconstituted and its mandated tasks, including the scrutiny of voter lists, shall be implemented in
accordance with the law.

2. Effective measures will be taken with added momentum to prevent and manage the COVID-19 pandemic.

3. Actions will be taken to ensure the speedy recovery of businesses from the impact of COVID-19.

4. Emphasis will be placed on achieving enduring peace for the entire nation in line with the agreements set out in the Nationwide Ceasefire

5. Upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008
Constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning party in accordance with democratic standards.

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends
closing of friendly basketball tourney to mark 2023 Chinese New Year festival,
launching of Chinese New Year festival

State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends the launching of the 2023 Chinese New Year festival at the National Indoor Stadium 1in

Yangon on 21 January 2023.

CHAIRMAN of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu
Kyu Hla attended the closing
of a friendly basketball tourna-
ment to mark the 2023 Chinese
New Year festival and launch-
ing of the Chinese New Year

festival at the National Indoor
Stadium 1 in Thuwunna in Yan-
gon yesterday evening.

At the closing of the basket-
ball tournament, athletes, Chi-
nese traditional dance troupes
and pompom dance troupes sa-
luted the Senior General.

In the tourney, the Chinese

embassy team and youth bas-
ketball team played the first
match and the Chinese embas-
sy team played with the Myan-
mar basketball veteran play-
er team in the second match.
The Senior General and wife
watched the matches.

At the launching of the New

Year festival, officials paid a
courtesy to the Senior General
and wife with the Chinese tra-
ditional shawl.

The Senior General and
the Chinese ambassador to
Myanmar pressed the button
to launch the festival.

The Senior General and

wife enjoyed the performance
of the Chinese dragon troupe
and visited the traditional ex-
hibition and shops. Then, they
viewed the launching of fire-
works to mark the Chinese New
Year festival.

SEE PAGE-3
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National Objectives for 76 Anniversary
of Union Day 2023

1. To strive for the perpetual existence of national solidarity and perpetuity of the Union
through the internal strength

2. Tomake collaborative efforts of all ethnic nationals to restore perpetual and durable peace

3. To join hands in harmony for ensuring the prosperity and food sufficiency of the nation as
two national plans through the Union spirit

4. To help develop all regions and states on equal terms and increase employment opportu-
nities with ensuring the health and fitness of the entire National people

5. To practise the genuine, discipline-flourishing multiparty democratic system through
fraternity, solidarity and united endeavours of all ethnic national brethren for building the
Union based on democratic and federal systems

Public Notice for elimination of violence

1. SO called "CRPH", "NUG" and "PDF" terrorist groups are unlawfully committing killings of monks, teachers, civil servants and general people and looting

under the pretext of saying "for the people".

2. Not rendering of encouragement, support and assistance to the "CRPH", "NUG" and "PDF" terrorists that are committing intimidations, killings and
destructive activities could be construed as protecting lives and property of general public.

3. Giving information secretly relating to bearing of their arms, ammunition and terrorists to authorities could be tantamount to protecting lives and
property of innocent people.

High-Level Delegation of
Royal Thai Armed Forces
departs from Myanmar

THE high-level delegation led
by Chief of the Defence Forces
of the Royal Thai Armed Forc-
es General Chalermphon Sri-
sawasdi, who attended the 8t
High-Level Committee Meet-
ing hosted by Myanmar, left for
Thailand yesterday by special
aircraft of the Royal Thai Armed
Forces via Mingaladon Airbase
Headquarters.

The Thai high-level dele-
gation was seen off by Yangon

Command Commander Maj-Gen
Nyunt Win Swe and wife, senior
military officers and wives, the
military attachés of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces (Army, Navy
and Air) to Myanmar and wives,
and officials.

The high-level delegation
paid homage to Shwedagon Pa-
goda and Chaukhtetkyee Pagoda
where they made donations, and
visited Bogyoke Aung San Mar-
ket yesterday morning.—MNA

Mottos for 76™ Anniversary
of Union Day 2023

1. Let’s go forward in joining hands among ethnic nationals
in unison

2. Let’s firmly join hands among national brethren of the
Union in unity

3. Energetic harmony and stronger unity represent the souls
of the Union

8 cases of COVID-19 reported on 21 January,

total figure reaches 633,799

MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases reached 633,799 after eight new cases were reported
on 21 January 2023 according to the Ministry of Health.
The total number of patients who have recovered from COVID-19 in the country reached
614,241, including nine new recoveries.
The death toll from COVID-19 in the country remained unchanged to 19,490 on 21-1-2023
with no new death reported from the pandemic.—MNA

The people are urged to receive vaccination of Covid-19 without fail as full-time
vaccination of Covid-19 and receiving booster shots can effectively mitigate

infection of the virus, severe suffering from the disease and increasing of death rate
based on the disease.
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(The excerpt from the speech made by Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Chairman of
the National Solidarity and Peacemaking Central Committee Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at
the 7th Anniversary of Signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) on 15 October 2022)

All ethnic national brethren urged to safeguard democratic system

OUR government is discharging State duties in line with the Constitution. I’d like to firmly say that our efforts following the Constitution and our standing for it are
to safeguard the Constitution which emerged under the democracy and safeguard the democratic system the people aspire to as well. Hence, I’d like to urge all
ethnic national brethren to safeguard the democratic system in cooperation with the government and walk on the track of peace.

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends
closing of friendly basketball tourney to mark 2023 Chinese New Year festival,
launching of Chinese New Year festival

The Senior General speaks on the occasion of the closing of the friendly basketball tournament and the launching of the 2023 Chinese New Year festival.

FROM PAGE-1

The closing of the friend-
ly basketball tournament was
held in conjunction with the
dinner to mark the launching of
the Chinese New Year festival
2023. First, the Senior General
and wife painted the Chinese
traditional lion statue in line with
Chinese traditions.

In his New Year wish, the
Senior General said this cere-
mony was to gather families,
brethren and relatives of the
same home and welcomed the
New Year. It was the valuable
reunification of the New Year.

Myanmar issued an an-
nouncement recognizing the
People’s Republic of China on
1 December 1949. The bilateral
diplomatic relations were initi-
ated on 8 June 1950, and it will
turn 73 years on 8 June 2023. On
1 October 1960, Prime Minister
U Nu and Premier Zhou Enlai
signed the boundary agreement.

Myanmar and China are
cementing the Pauk-Phaw re-
lationship, and both countries
are sharing more than 2,200
kilometres long border lines.
Many ethnics from Myanmar
are residing in China whereas
many Chinese settle in Myan-
mar peacefully. The neighbour-
ing countries sharing borders
with one another must be good
neighbours. So, Myanmar and

The Senior General and dignitaries watch the presentation of the Mingala dragon troupe.

China are good neighbours.
Myanmar is always standing
with the one-China policy of the
People’s Republic of China as
a good neighbouring country.
The Senior General expressed
thanks to China for recognizing
Myanmar as a dialogue partner
in the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization. China is an important
neighbour as well as a partner
country in strategic cooperation.
On the auspicious Chinese
New Year Day, the Senior Gen-
eral expressed his best wishes
for all Chinese people from the

The Senior General views the Chinese band from Yunnan Temple.

People’s Republic of China and
all Chinese people across the
world including in Myanmar to
be happy and auspicious in the
New Year festival and to have
economic development, good
luck, health and all wishes.

The Chinese ambassador
to Myanmar expressed thanks
to the Head of State for his at-
tendance at the Chinese New
Year festival for the first time.
He wished for both countries to
further strengthen friendly re-
lations. Then, the Chair of the
Chinese Chamber of Commerce
also made wishes.

The Senior General and wife
had the New Year dinner togeth-
er with those present. During
the dinner, a Chinese band from
Yunnan Temple performed en-
tertainment and the Mingala
dragon troupe presented dances.

Union Minister for Infor-
mation U Maung Maung Ohn
presented prizes to the Ministry
of Home Affairs, A-Studio, Great
Wall and Sweet Angel teams in
the basketball tourney. The Yan-
gon Region Chief Minister U Soe
Thein presented honorary med-
als to the players.

The Senior General and
wife enjoyed the entertainment
of Chinese traditional dance
troupes and artistes and pre-
sented the flower basket to them.
— MNA
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Tatmadaw members need to practise taking severe action against
enemies while contributing to the people: Senior General

State Administration Council Chairman Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets officers, other ranks and family members of Thandwe station

yesterday.

IF everybody strives for boost-
ing the State economy with mo-
mentum, Myanmar will reach
the middle class of the economy
among ASEAN countries in a
short time, said Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing in a meeting with
officers, other ranks and families
of Thandwe station in Rakhine
State yesterday morning.

Political progress

In meeting with Tatmad-
aw members and families of
Thandwe station, the Senior
General said that Tatmadaw is
serving the duties of State secu-
rity and defence, and rule of law
while cementing the multiparty
democratic system and taking
care of not occurring violent acts.
The Senior General explained
discharging of State responsibili-
ties by Tatmadaw after declaring
the state of emergency under the
political trend, and implemen-
tation of political, economic and
social objectives and policies and
objectives for all round develop-
ment and peace and stability of
the nation.

The Senior General con-
tinued to say that the State

The Senior General cordially greets Tatmadaw members and families at the event.

economy declined with trade
deficiency in the term of the
previous government due to a
lack of encouraging the domestic
economy. So, local people went
abroad for working.

Efforts for enhancement of
State economy

The government encour-
ages domestic manufacturing
measures as well as MSME
businesses in order to surge the
economy.

If everybody strives for
boosting the State economy with
momentum, Myanmar will reach
the middle class of the econo-
my among ASEAN countries in
a short time. Encouragement
must be given to agriculture and
livestock farms so as to contrib-
ute to manufacturing measures.

Fulfilling needs of Tatmad-
aw members in welfare, ed-
ucation promotion

The Senior General stressed

the need to successfully under-
take military own and man-
ageable-scale agriculture and
livestock farms to support the
welfare of Tatmadaw members.
Tatmadaw has fulfilled the needs
of food, clothing and shelter of
Tatmadaw members and fam-
ilies.

Tatmadaw helps Tatmadaw
members enhance the education
qualification of their families. Li-
braries at regiments and units
have been provided books and

publications for their reading. As
Tatmadaw has provided assis-
tance for Tatmadaw members to
have knowledge and techniques,
they have to read books and
serve their duties loyal to the
State and Tatmadaw. Tatmad-
aw members need to exercise
practices of taking severe action
against enemies while contribut-
ing to the people.

Giving foodstuffs and cash
awards

The Senior General pre-
sented foodstuffs for Tatmadaw
members and families through
the commander and wife of the
Senior General cash for the sta-
tion maternal and child welfare
association through the wife of
the commander.

The Senior General pre-
sented an oil colour painting
portraying the violent attacks
of Myanmar’s royal troops led
by Maha Thiha Thura (Myawady
governor U Sa) under the com-
mand of General Maha Bandoola
on British troops taking positions
beside the lake near Panwa Riv-
er in Rakhine battlefield during
the First Anglo-Myanmar War
on 17 May 1824 AD during to the
commander of Western Com-
mand. — MNA
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SAC member MoHA Union Minister makes inspection
tours in Maungtaw of Rakhine State

STATE Administration Coun-
cil member Union Minister for
Home Affairs Lt-Gen Soe Htut
inspected the security measures
of the Myanmar Police Force
conducted in Kyeekanpyin, Zin-
paingnya, Myinloot, Inndin and
Kyeinchaung areas in Maungtaw
District of Rakhine State includ-
ing the unit building tasks, wel-
fare, agriculture and breeding
operations and met their family
members in the second week of
January.

During the visit, the officials
explained the security measures
for border areas, region and
unit-building tasks and the Union
minister instructed peace and
tranquillity, rule of law including
the illegal Bengali, trade, drug
eradication and communication.

Then, the Union minister
met the families of security forc-
es separately and talked about
the current security measures,
the emergence of the SAC, ac-
tivities carried out in line with

Union Minister Lt-Gen Soe Htut views the accommodations of police force members and their families.

the 2008 Constitution, prepara-
tions to conduct a fair and justice
election stated in the five-point
roadmap of SAC, the needs to
serve the duties showing the loy-
alty to the country in accordance
with the directives of the Head
of the State and national objec-

tives, relevant duties of Police
Force for the prosperity of the
country and food security and
other matters.

The Union minister also
inspected the accommodations
and instructed them to operate
agriculture and livestock breed-

ing, live in unity and carry out
security, and he provided cash
assistance.

Then, the Union minister
had lunch and dinner togeth-
er with police force members
and their families and watched
the performance of their family

members and provide cash as-
sistance.

During the meeting with
ward and village tract admin-
istrators, district-level depart-
mental heads and towns elders
in Maungtaw District, the Union
minister discussed the access to
water, road communication, vote,
education and health-related
matters, district-level inter-de-
partmental cooperation, ethics
to be followed by government
servants and other matters.

The Union minister also
checked the Kanyin Chaung
Economic Zone and Myan-
mar-Bangladesh border fence
construction work in the Myin-
loot area.

During the meeting with Ra-
khine State government officials
in Sittway, the Union minister
gave proper instructions based
on the presentations of depart-
mental heads, ward and village
tract administrators and border
guard forces. — MNA/KTZH

Magazine publication, luncheon
held for MoFA's 75" Anniversary
(Diamond Jubilee)

THE publication ceremony of
“Thar Kaung Tamarn” mag-
azine 2022 to commemorate
the 75" Anniversary (Diamond
Jubilee) of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs was held at the
ministry in Yangon yesterday.

Union Minister U Wunna

Maung Lwin, officials, mem-
bers of the publication, writ-
ers, advertisers and invitees
attended the ceremony, and a
luncheon was hosted for them
by the Union minister.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has published its an-

nual magazines since 1997,
and this bilingual - Myanmar
and English - “Thar Kaung
Tamarn” magazine 2022 is the
25" edition to mark the MoFA’s
75" Anniversary (Diamond Ju-
bilee). — MNA/KZL

MoEA Union Minister
receives Chiang Mai
Vice-Governor in Thailand

UNION Minister for Ethnic Af-
fairs U Saw Tun Aung Myint, who
arrived in Thailand for the 2
Ethnic Culture Exchange Pro-
gramme, received Vice-Gov-
ernor Mr Wiraphong Rhitrot
of Chiang Mai Province at the
guest hall of Chiang Mai Inter-
national Airport at 10 am local
time yesterday.

The two parties exchanged
views on the promotion of ex-

isting bilateral relations, coop-
eration for the socioeconomic
status of ethnic people in the
two countries and cultural and
vocational cooperation.

Also present at the meeting
were Kayin State Ethnic Affairs
Minister U San Ko, Taninthayi
Region Ethnic Affairs Minister U
Saw Martin Luther, Consul-Gen-
eral U Aung Kyaw Lin and rel-
evant officials. — MNA/KTZH

Union Minister U Saw Tun Aung Myint poses for the documentary group photo at the meeting yesterday.
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MoTC Union Minister makes inspections in Yangon Region

SAC Member Union Minister Admiral Tin Aung San inspects the maintenance work of riverbanks.

STATE Administration Coun-
cil member Union Minister
for Transport and Communi-
cations Admiral Tin Aung San
inspected the Water Resources
and Rivers Development De-
partment and beautification of
riverbanks implemented by the
department and riverside con-
servation sites in Pazundaung
Township and repaired RBE
coaches at Yangon Railway
Station in Mingala Taungnyunt

Township in Yangon Region
yesterday.

At the Department of Water
Resources and Rivers Develop-
ment, the director-general gave
a briefing on the ongoing pro-
ject activities while the Union
minister met the staff.

The Union minister re-
sponded that due to the abun-
dance of rivers in the country,
the Department of Water Re-
sources and Rivers Develop-

ment is one of the departments
that conduct waterways con-
servation and riverbank ero-
sion prevention activities. It
is responsible for finding and
maintaining main water sourc-
es, which are enhancing the
development of the agriculture
and livestock sectors, he added.

He urged them to establish
and design riverbank erosion
control work for good water-
ways to meet standards, to

fully utilize the equipment and
machinery, and to ensure doc-
umentation and information
security. The Union minister
also inspected the Reference
Library, vessels under con-
struction, the wet dock, ma-
chinery and office buildings,
and fulfilled the requirements.

The Union minister and
party proceeded to the brief hall
of 1,910-foot-long embankment
site implemented by the Water

Resources and Rivers Develop-
ment Department in Thuwunna
29 Ward of Thingangyun Town-
ship. After officials explained
the project, the Union minister
instructed them to cooperate
with township organizations
concerned to ensure greening,
cleaning and sanitation along
riverbanks.

Union Minister Admiral Tin
Aung San also inspected the
410-foot-long and 26-foot-wide
riverbank protection worksite
near Kamarkyi Housing in
Thakayta Township. He called
for coordination with relevant
township officials to ensure that
the area is always clean and
pleasant so that the public can
come and relax peacefully.

Afterwards, the Union min-
ister and party inspected the
completion of RBE (Rail Bus
Engine) coaches under reno-
vation for the expansion of rail
transport at the Yangon Railway
Station in Mingala Taungnyunt
Township, and coordinated the
necessary things. — MNA/KZL

Illegal timbers, consumer goods, foodstufts, industrial materials
and vehicles confiscated

THE on-duty teams under the
supervision of the Customs
Department conducted inspec-
tions on 18 January and confis-
cated 1,884 pairs of sport shoes
worth K5,652,000 that were not
declared in the Import Decla-
ration (ID) and three goods in-
cluding 516.96 kilogrammes of
Rotho ances sealing gel worth
K181,459,801 that were different
in the FDA approval from two
containers at the Asia World Port
Terminal container checkpoint.
The action was taken under Cus-
toms procedures.

On 18 January, a Bago Cus-
toms team captured 680 cartons
of Yogurt worth K10.2 million
without official documents from
a Nissan box truck (approxi-
mately K30 million) heading

from Mawlamyine to Yangon.
The action was taken under Cus-
toms procedures.

In addition, on 19 January,
a total of 22.5826 tonnes of ille-
gal teak and hardwood worth
K7,967,958 was seized in Bago
and Toungoo districts. The ac-
tion was taken under the Forest
Law.

On 19 January, an unreg-
istered Pajero car (estimated
value of K8 million) was captured
in Shwebo township and an un-
registered Canda 125 (estimated
value of K300,000) was seized in
Nanyun township. The action
was taken under the Export and
Import Law.

A team of the Myawady
Township Customs Department
confiscated two goods includ-

ing 10 two-wheel tractors worth
K22,764,000 from a Nissan car
(estimated value of K40 million)
near Thingannyinaung village
in Kayin State and the action
was taken under Customs pro-
cedures.

Moreover, officials made
inspections two vehicles (ap-
proximately K50 million) on
Tachilek-Kengtung-Taunggyi-
Meiktila road and captured
K22,136,000 worth of foodstuffs
without official documents. The
action was taken under Customs
procedures.

Therefore, 15 arrests (es-
timated value of K378,479,759)
were made on 18 and 19 January,
according to the Illegal Trade
Eradication Steering Commit-
tee. — MNA/MKKS

Confiscated commodities at Asia World Port Terminal container

checkpoint.

Seized illegal items in Shan State.
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Foreign demand drives sesame prices up

THE price of sesame seeds re-
bounded in Mandalay markets
on the back of strong demand by
foreign trade partners.

On 1January 2023, the prices
of sesame hit K140,000 per 45-viss
bag of Niger seed, K220,000 per
bag of brown sesame, K265,000
per bag of white sesame, K210,000
per viss of winter sesame and
K265,000 per bag of black ses-
ame (Samone variety). The
prices climbed to K150,000 for
Niger seed, K235,000 for brown
sesame, K295,000 for white ses-
ame, K245,000 per bag of winter
sesame and K305,000 for black
sesame on 20 January 2023. The
figures indicated a sharp increase
0f K10,000 to 40,000 per bag in the
past three weeks depending on
different varieties.

Although the volume of sesa-
me supply to Mandalay commod-
ity depot is still low, the reopening
of some border posts made the
trade activity alive. Moreover,
those traders are also buying
them to fill the inventory.

Myanmar’s sesame seeds
are primarily sent to China

through the border posts.

On 30 June 2022, the Foreign
Exchange Supervisory Commit-
tee (FESC) notified traders of
transactions for the exports of
agricultural products including
corn, rice, beans and pulses to
be made in dollars instead of Yu-
an-Kyat/Baht-Kyat direct pay-
ment for border trade settlement.

Therefore, export earnings
of the beans and pulses have to
be exchanged for the US dollar

The prices climbed to K150,000 for Niger seed, K235,000 for brown
sesame, K295,000 for white sesame, K245,000 per bag of winter
sesame and K305,000 for black sesame on 20 January 2023.

according to the reference rate
of the Central Bank of Myanmar
(K2,100). At present, the exchange
rate against the US dollar over-
the-counter market is around
K2,850. Nonetheless, there is a
large gap between the regulated
rate and the unauthorized rate of
the US dollar. As a result of this,
it affected exports of agricultural
products, traders said.
According to a meeting
(66/2022) of Foreign Exchange

Supervisory Committee, export
earnings of some items can be
made in Chinese Yuan and Thai
Baht in addition to the US dollar.

The CBM’s notice dated 18
November takes effect on those
export items; various pulses
(green gram, black gram, chick-
pea, pigeon pea), edible oil crops
(peanut, sesame seeds), corn,
rubber, fishery products (fish,
shrimp, crab, eel) and livestock
products (live cattle, hides, frozen

meat, dried meat).

The traders need to apply for
a licence to make Yuan or Baht
payments. As per the US dollar
policy, 65 per cent of earnings
must be exchanged to local cur-
rency at the CBM’s reference
foreign exchange rate, while ex-
porters can use 35 per cent of
export earnings or transfer or sell
them to Authorized Dealers or
others with an over-the-counter
rate within 30 days.

Last April, the world’s top
palm oil exporter Indonesia,
which is one of the main oil sup-
pliers to Myanmar, declared an
export ban on cooking oil export
toreduce the domestic shortage.
Consequently, Myanmar’s Trade
Department under the Ministry
of Commerce temporarily sus-
pended exports of oil crops (pea-
nut and sesame) from 9 May to
have oil self-sufficiency. Exports
of Myanmar’s edible oil crops re-
sumed as the world’s top palm oil
exporters returned to normalcy,
according to a notification dated
5 July 2022 released by the Trade
Department. — NN/EMM

Prices of fuel oil, gold and
dollar on 21 January 2023
Fuel Qil Price (Yangon)

Octane 92 K2,305
Octane 95 K2,385
Diesel K2,480
Premium Diesel K2,560
All of the prices are based on per litre.

GoldPrice

The reference price of high-purity .
gold set by YGEA K2,267,900 per tical
High-purity gold in the K2,810,000 per tical
gold market

Dollar Price

A US dollar set by

the Central Bank of Myanmar LD
A US dollar in the forex market K2,835 to K2,855
The above prices may change from time to time.

Fuel oil market sees K100 per litre
hike for Octane 92/95

ON 20 January 2023, the prices of
fuel oil were K2,200 per litre for
Octane 92, K2,275 for Octane 95,
K2,420 for diesel and K2,500 for
premium diesel.

On 21 January, the prices
declined to K2,305 per litre for
Octane 92, K2,385 for Octane 95,
K2,480 for diesel and K2,560 for
premium diesel. The figures in-
dicated an increase of K60-105
per litre depending on the types
of oil within one day.

The domestic fuel prices
vary following the price index
set by Mean of Platts Singapore
(MOPS), the pricing basis for
many refined products in south-
east Asia, according to the Su-
pervisory Committee on Oil Im-
port, Storage and Distribution
of Fuel Oil.

Consequently, the prices
touched a high of K2,605 per litre
for Octane 92, K2,670 for Octane
95, K3,245 for diesel and K3,330
for premium diesel in late April.

The committee is steering
the oil sector effectively to en-

sure adequate supply in the do-
mestic market and price stability
for energy consumers.

The committee is issuing
the daily reference rate for oil
to offer a reasonable price to en-
ergy consumers. The reference
rate is set on the MOPS’s price
assessment, shipping cost, profit
margin, premium insurance, tax
and other general costs.

The rates for regions and
states other than Yangon are
evaluated after adding the trans-
portation cost and the retail ref-
erence rates daily cover on the
state-run newspapers and are
posted on the media and official
website and Facebook page of
the department on a daily basis
starting from 4 May.

The committee is inspecting
the fuel stations whether they
are overcharging or not. The
authorities are taking action
against those retailers of fuel
stations under the Petroleum
and Petroleum Products Law
2017if they are found overcharg-

ing rather than the set reference
rate.

As per the statement, 90 per
cent of fuel oil in Myanmar is
imported, while the remaining 10
per cent is produced locally. The
domestic fuel price is highly cor-
related with international prices.
The State is steering the market
to mitigate the loss between the
importers, sellers and energy
consumers. Consequently, the
government is trying to distrib-
ute the oil at a reasonable price
compared to those of regional
countries.

Some countries levied high-
er tax rates and hiked oil prices
than Myanmar. However, Malay-
sia’s oil sector receives govern-
ment subsidies and the prices
are about 60 per cent cheaper
than that of Myanmar. Every
country lays down different pat-
terns of policy to fix the oil prices.
Myanmar also levies only a lower
tax rate on fuel oil and strives for
energy consumers to buy the oil
at a cheaper rate. — NN/EMM
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Build clean and tidy
towns and villages as
well as minds

VERYBODY needs to practise personal hygiene including

neat wearing individually. So also, they all have to keep

their towns, cities and the State clean and pleasant in order
to attract anyone as part of uplifting the prestige and integrity of
the nation.

A neat and tidy environment can create the physical and
mental moves of all the people in society. Clean, pleasant and
healthy environs can help all citizens enjoy physical and mental
well-being. It is a potent medicine for human beings. Only when
the environment where the people live individually is clean and
beautiful will towns and villages become clean cities and villages.

If so, the environments of these cities and villages will bring
good results in health conditions to society. Hence, officials of the

With COVID preparedness, China poised for safe, sound Spring Festival holiday

( j HINESE Lunar New Year
is just around the corner,
and as Chinese people

flock back home for family reun-

ions, what is the country’s COV-

ID-19 situation at present?

With medical services return-
ing tonormal and COVID response
measures in place at all levels and
in all sorts of venues, a safe and
sound Spring Festival holiday is
expected, according to officials and
health experts.

RETURNING TO NORMAL
The treatment of COVID-19

patients is smooth and orderly as

day-to-day diagnoses and treat-

Yanhong, director of the Health
Emergency Response Office of
the National Health Commission,
said at a press conference of the
State Council joint COVID-19 pre-
vention and control mechanism
on Thursday. The number of se-
vere COVID-19 cases in hospitals
nationwide reached its peak on 5
January and has dropped by 44.3
per cent as of Tuesday, Guo said.
She added that the numbers
of patients in fever clinics and
emergency rooms peaked on 23
December and 2 January, respec-
tively, and have decreased by 94
per cent and 44 per cent as of

have been declining in day-to-day
medical services centres, with 99.5
per cent of outpatients and 85 per
cent of hospitalized patients nation-
wide being non-COVID-19 patients
on Tuesday, Guo said. As for the
newly detected XAY.2 variant of
the coronavirus, Chang Zhaorui,
a research fellow at the Chinese
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention, said it is yet to be de-
tected in China. Chang warned that
personal protection measures are
still necessary, and that inbound
travellers who have COVID-19
symptoms should monitor their
health properly and seek medical

ENHANCING GRASSROOTS
AND RURAL RESPONSE

Community-level and rural
clinics are gearing up their COVID
response measures as the Spring
Festival travel rush is in full swing,

Guo Yanhong said that 98.8
per cent of township-level clinics
and community health centres
across the country have set up
fever clinics, which are required
to maintain normal operations
during the holidays.

Chinese health authorities
have also provided community-lev-
elmedical facilities with the neces-
sary equipment. Jiao Yahui, head

istration under the NHC, said that
1.17 million finger-clip oximeters
have been distributed to village
clinics across the country.
SOURCE: Xinhua

~
China’'s 40-day Chunyun or Spring
Festival travel rush, world's largest
human migration, is expected to
see about 2.09 billion passenger
trips made this year, up 99.5 per
cent from 2022 level, as passenger
volume rapidly scales up following
the optimized epidemic response
and amid the release of pent-up
demand on people’s travel, an
official with China’s Ministry of
Transport said on Friday. PHOTO:

administrative bodies and relevant departments are to shape
their assigned areas to be clean and pleasant regions without fail.

In this regard, everybody is responsible for cleaning their
environment and residences as much as they can. They have to

participate in sanitation tasks,
cleaning drains for proper flow

Dirtiness can tarnish of water, removing unneces-
. sary branches of trees and
1IM4dges of everybOdy bushes, spraying for preven-
and everything. tion of dengue haemorrhagic
All citizens of fever, cleaniqg watgr tar.lks
and systematically disposing
d lly d
Myanmar should of garbage for the sake of their
remove dirt in their SOC‘%tﬁrrenﬂy not only the
minds and in their government but local people
environs. Asaresult, ~ 2réactively striving for build-
h d ing theirresidences to be clean
their towns an areas with cleaning activities.
vill ages will have Those people are led by volur.l—
leali Hil teers who never focus on their
Cleanhmess winile selfishness but emphasize the
their minds will interests of the people and
the nation. Gradually, towns
be clean. If so, the and villages can be seen with
living standards and cle.anhness. So., clean rghglous
. edifices, prominent buildings,
health conditions of departmental offices, schools
citizens will improve and universities as well as
. parks and public places can be
day by daYv which seen one after another across
will be attractive to the nation.
. In fact, clean structures
visitors from abroad.

are physical progress. Actu-
ally, all the citizens need to
improve themselves to clean

their mindsets. Only when they can culture their minds to be clean
and beautiful will they and their environments be neat and tidy as
well as will their images be brighter. If they all understand such
a point, they will be easy to possess clean physical and mental

progress.

Dirtiness can tarnish images of everybody and everything. All
citizens of Myanmar should remove dirt in their minds and in their
environs. As a result, their towns and villages will have cleanliness
while their minds will be clean. If so, the living standards and
health conditions of citizens will improve day by day, which will
be attractive to visitors from abroad.

XINHUA
\

Oo Hnauk Mon Daing Hsin Gyin

(Brainstorming)

00 Hnauk Mon Daing Hsin Gyin was first
published in 2004 and this is the second
impression printed in November of 2022.
In his foreword to the second printing, the
writer said that he was once advised by
Professor Dr Than Tun, who said, “When
a writer thinks of publishing his book for a
second time ten or twenty years after the
first printing and if he or she has nothing to
add to or amend what was already written,
he is dead in the brain or his country has not
seen any development whatsoever.” Heeding
his mentor’s advice, he has added the latest
developments to the second printing.
Despite the new addition, the majority
of his materials written many years ago are
still reflecting the situations of these days.
This being so, he has added only two articles
to the chapter titled Idea Trend, the last
episode of his second edition. These days,
many people are talking about the art of ...,
the art of ... However, in those days, people

were interested in such articles starting with
theend of... theend of ... Among them, there
was an article titled, “The End of Ideology”.

In this book, the writer does not focus
on a particular ideology, but he just wrote
a collection of ideologies of different soph-
ists. His collection of different ideologies is
believed to enable the readers to make a
contrastive analysis of the diversified ideas
of different philosophers. This can also be
called a form of brainstorming.

As known to all, businessmen are doing
their business based on their ideas. One
businessman known as Lawrence Boss C
D has presented an innovative idea called
Rebel Thinking, which encourages people
to think in a different way from a different
perspective. He said, “Those who hold pe-
culiar ideas are not to the taste of the busi-
nessmen. That’s wrong. At a time when we
are struggling with uncertainty, a strange
way of thinking can pay.” To justify his be-

lief, the writer quoted a job advertisement
of a highly successful investment research
group, which says, “Those who have straight
thinking are not needed to apply. Only those
who think in a crooked way are encouraged
to apply.” In an article titled, “Let Khok
Than Ma Lo”, he wrote that the chairman
of the said investment group once remarked
that clapping hands at the conclusion of his
speech scares him because clapping hands
heralds the conclusion of his investment
group; what he hopes to hear is the words
of criticism. He said so because criticism
encourages the collection of ideas, thereby
creating breakthrough thinking. Additionally,
the readers will have a chance to know the
method of brainstorming to forge new ideas
from those attending a meeting.

The book includes four main sections:
Economic Idea, Social Idea, Cultural Idea
and Idea Trend.

[ |

Myanma Thamaing Lit Kwet Myar
(Missing Links in Myanmar Chronicle)

WHEN one talks about the his-
tory of Myanmar, the role of the
stone inscription cannot be left
out. Why so? The answer is that
the stone inscriptions tell the
background history of Myanmar.
It is the Egyptians who first in-
scribed the historical records on
the stone slabs. The tradition of
erecting the stone inscriptions
dated back to BC 3600 as assumed
by the researchers. In Myanmar;
this tradition is said to have com-
menced in Pyu Era according to
the historical shreds of evidence.
Itis said that the art of inscribing
the letters on the stone pillars can
be linked to the introduction of
Buddhism into Myanmar.

The most famous stone in-
scription in Myanmar is Myazedi

Kyauksar erected by King Raja
Kuma of the Bagan Dynasty. This
Kyauksar has four pages on which
the same thing is inscribed in four
different languages: Myanmar,
Mon, Pyu and Pali. Reading this
Myazedi or Raja Kuma Stone
Inscription enables the readers
to know the language, literature
and culture of the people in those
days. True, the stone inscriptions
provide historical kinds of evi-
dence.

However, there are missing
links in Myanmar chronicles. This
is the reason why the writer de-
cided to fill this gap by having
this book published. From his
research, the writer named Pro-
fessor Dr Than Htun, the Retired
Dean of the History Department

of the University of Mandalay, has
found the missing links in the My-
anmar chronicle as stated by the
stone inscriptions.

He explained the categories
of the stone inscriptions. The first
category is the original inscrip-
tions, which are ancient stone in-
scriptions. The second category is
the copy - the contents from the
original inscriptions are inscribed
on the new stone slabs. The third
category is the collection of stone
inscriptions mentioning similar
histories. They are also called
mixed inscriptions. Previously,
Professor Dr Than Htun used the
ancient, original stone inscrip-
tions only. Later; he has come to
realize that all three categories
should be used as references.

ments gradually resume, Guo Tuesday. COVID patient numbers treatment when necessary. of the Bureau of Medical Admin-
. . He said in his foreword that
Book Title - OoHnauk Mon Daing Book Title - Myanma Thamaing Lit he would like to apologize to
. . those who have inscribed the
Hsin Gyin LB two other categories for not
i : (Missing Links in having referred to them.
Writer - Kyaw Win _ This book includes five
Publishine H Tet LuK Myanmar Chronicle) chapters which deal with
ublishing fouse - et Lu Kyaw Writer -  DrThan Htun Manuha Kyauksar, Di Pya
R . . Thamot Kyauksar (1285), an im-
Publication Date - November 2022 Publishing House - Hnit Kala Myar portant one in history, finding
. S i the original stone inscription
(2" Edition) Publication Date November 2022 dated 10 September 1223 only
(2 Edition) after King Badon copied on 27
Price - K6,500 October in 1785, the historical
Price - K6,000 ’

evidence carried in an ancient
Mon Stone Inscription and the
historical evidence carried in a
stone inscription of Ava Era.

In the chapter titled the
Stone Inscription of King
Manuha, he said that if one at-
tempts to try his pen on histo-
ry, he should have his focus on
contemporary records. He said
that first-hand knowledge mat-
ters most and that second-hand
knowledge or rewritings or re-
told stories are rather weak in
terms of historical value. This
being so, if one wants to make
research on Myanmar’s history
of the early Bagan period, the
contemporary historical re-
cords cannot be neglected-i.e.,
there are other stone inscrip-
tions that cannot be ignored.

Those who wish to study
the history of Myanmar as well
as those who have an interest
in stone inscriptions should not
miss this book.
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Tachilek border trade with China and Thailand
valued at US$10.154 min

ACCORDING to statistics
from the Ministry of Com-
merce, a trading volume worth
US$10.154 with China and
Thailand has been recorded
through the Tachilek border.

In trading with China and
Thailand, the export value of
$4.636 million and the import
value of $5.597 million was
pegged in December 2022.

In December 2022, the
export values of agricultural
products, forest products, fish-
ery products and others were
$0.106 million, $2.278 million,
$2.18 million and $0.072 million
respectively, totalling $4.636
million. Export products are
dried tea leaves, oranges, sawn
teak, shrimp and other items.

The import in December
2022 was worth $3.318 million
in investment products, $2.127
million in industrial raw mate-
rials and $0.72 million in con-

Truckloads are seen on the Mae Sai Road in Tachilek.

sumer goods, amounting to
$2.57 million in toto.
Cement, vehicles and ve-
hicle accessories, machinery
and equipment, glass con-
struction materials, electrici-

ty distribution and installation
equipment, mineral construc-
tion materials, iron and steel
construction materials, pe-
troleum products, vegetable
oil, chemicals, polish paints,

plastic raw materials, paper,
metal raw materials, soap,
furniture, sports equipment
and other items were import-
ed in December 2022. — TWA/
CT

Over 3,000 villages completed through Rural

Development Project in 2022-2023 FY

A total of 3,143 villages were
implemented through the ru-
ral development project in
the 2022-2023 financial year,
the Rural Development De-
partment mentioned.

In accomplishing the
rural development project,
the duties of the department:
the rural economic devel-
opment project, 174 units of

the Myaseinyaung project,
community-based projects
in six townships, the rural
development plan and the
cash for work project were
executed.

In addition, 14 rural
lighting projects, 2,043 ru-
ral water supply works, 817/1
miles of rural roads, 1,194
concrete bridges, 77 rural

housings, 787 model village
establishment projects, a to-
tal of 828 training sessions
and the oil crop extension
work were successfully car-
ried out in 490 villages.

The Rural Development
Department has managed to
function 3,192/0.69 miles of
rural roads and 3,170 rural
bridges, for the infrastruc-

ture development works, 863
villages with the grid system
and 1,027 solar panels as the
off-grid system, for the ru-
ral lighting projects. The de-
partment also provided 449
vocational training courses,
educating 8,438 trainees and
arranging employment for
971 trainees.—TWA/CT

Myanmar who
died in Thai
ship explosion
receive over
Baht800,000

THAI Ministry of Labour gave
over Baht800,000 as compensa-
tion to seven Myanmar work-
ers, who died in the Thai tanker
explosion that was docked at
a shipyard on the bank of Mae
Klong River in Samut Sakhon
province of Thailand.

The explosion of the oil tank-
er while it was docked to work on
a maintenance procedure on 17
January killed seven Myanmar
workers and injured two people.

Thailand Labour Minis-
try supported Baht50,000 for
the funeral of each victim and
Baht770,952 for death compen-
sation to bereaved families, to-
talling Baht820,952.

Moreover, Thai authorities
gave 10 years of wages as work
injury compensation to Myan-
mar workers who lost limbs and
70 per cent of one-year wages
as work injury compensation to
Myanmar workers with minor
wounds.

The Myanmar Embassy of-
ficial in Bangkok also provided
Baht5,000 per family of victims.
—TWA/MKKS

Bereaved families are pictured
after receiving compensations.

Myanmar ships over 200,000 tonnes of rice
worth $83 million to foreign markets in Dec

Rice bags to be exported to
foreign markets are loaded onto
the vessel.

MYANMAR conveyed 215,340
tonnes of rice and broken rice
worth US$83.107 million to for-
eign markets in December, ac-
cording to the statistics released
by the Ministry of Commerce.
Myanmar’s seaborne rice
exports to international trade

partners amounted to $41.746
million from over 99,550 tonnes in
December 2022, with over 66,190
tonnes to Asian countries and
over 33,360 tonnes to European
Union member countries.

Last month, Myanmar sent
18,410 tonnes to China, 26,100 to

Bangladesh, 15,860 to the Phil-
ippines, 4,800 to Indonesia, over
620 to Malaysia, over 300 to Hong
Kong and over 70 to Singapore.
Moreover, Myanmar conveyed
7,550 tonnes of rice to Poland,
4,090 to Spain, 2,750 to Italy, 2,440
to Bulgaria, over 2,370 to Por-
tugal, 1,950 to the UK, 1,500 to
Belgium, 1,400 to Lithuania, over
920 to Slovenia, 1,050 to Greece,

500 each to Croatia, Lebanon
and Germany, 250 each to the
Netherlands and Czech, 350 to
France and small volume to other
European countries respectively.

In December, Myanmar ex-
ported over 139,750 tonnes of rice
to China by sea and border chan-
nels. The export volume indicated
a decrease of 18,200 tonnes from
December.

Last month, Myanmar mari-
time trade saw over 47,050 tonnes
of broken rice exports valued at
$17.27 million, with 39,600 tonnes

to EU countries and about 7,450
to China.

In December 2022, over
28,540 tonnes of broken rice worth
$10.235 million were exported via
cross-border points, with over
27,200 tonnes flowing to China
and 1,330 to Thailand.

The overall broken rice
exports through maritime and
border trade routes were esti-
mated at 75,600 tonnes, which
was down by 15,000 tonnes from
November’s export volume.—
TWA/EMM



22 JANUARY 2023

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

www.gnlm.com.mm

HEALTH/PANDEMIC

WORLD

US strengthens organic food protocols to counter fraud

THE US Department of Agricul-
ture on Thursday unveiled new
rules to strengthen oversight of
the “organic” label on food, after
some significant fraud cases.

The final rule, the most sig-
nificant update to US organic
food regulations since 1990,
tightens certification require-
ments along the organic food
supply chain, requires certifi-
cates for imported goods and
beefs up inspection protocols.

To qualify for the fast-grow-
ing organic segment in the
United States, food must be
produced without the use of
most synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides, antibiotics or genetic
engineering.

The purpose of the new
rule is “to reinforce the trust of
consumers, farmers, and those
transitioning to organic produc-

Sales of organic food have more than doubled in the last 10 years, reaching $57.5 billion in 2021, according to
the Organic Trade Association. PHOTO: FREDERIC J. BROWN/AFP

tion,” said Jenny Lester Moffitt,
the agency’s undersecretary for
marketing and regulatory pro-
grammes.

“This success is another
demonstration that USDA ful-
ly stands behind the organic
brand,” Moffitt said of the poli-

cy, which goes into effect on 20
March.

Sales of organic food have
more than doubled in the last 10

years, reaching $57.5 billion in
2021, according to the Organic
Trade Association.

The OTA praised the new
rules, saying the policy “will
have significant and far-reach-
ing impacts on the organic sec-
tor and will do much to deter and
detect organic fraud and protect
organic integrity throughout the
supply chain.”

In a Federal Register notice
outlining the rule, the USDA
cited several cases of fraud in-
volving organic food.

In one case prosecuted in
Towain 2019, the defendant sold
some $142 million in non-organ-
ic grain over seven years, claim-
ing inaccurately the grain was
organically grown in Nebraska
and Missouri. Four individuals
were sentenced to prison in the
case—AFP

China to partially resume overseas
group tours, Japan not included

Photo taken on 22 September 2020 shows an interior view of the Beijing
Daxing International Airport in Beijing, capital of China. PHOTO:

XINHUA/REN CHAO

CHINA said Friday it will allow
group tours to resume to 20
countries starting 6 February
after it reopened its borders and
abandoned quarantine measures
earlier this month in a full depar-

ture from its strict “zero-COVID”
policy, but Japan was not among
the destinations.

Beijing suspended overseas
group tours in January 2020 amid
the spread of COVID-19. The 20

countries include Thailand, Indo-
nesia, and the Philippines.

In addition to group tours,
travellers will be able to resume
booking airline tickets and hotel
packages. The Chinese Culture
and Tourism Ministry said the
restart on a trial basis is “signif-
icant in promoting the recovery
and development of the tourism
industry”. China said in late De-
cember that outbound tourism
for Chinese citizens would be
resumed “in an orderly manner”
in accordance with the interna-
tional situation regarding the
pandemic. As Beijing reopened
its borders on 8 January, a num-
ber of countries, including Japan
and South Korea, have strength-
ened their border controls for
travellers from China to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 amid
fears over widespread infections
there.—Kyodo

US Supreme Court fails to find source
of abortion opinion leak

THE US Supreme Court said
Thursday that an eight-month
investigation that questioned
100 possible suspects had failed
to find the source of the stun-

ning leak last year of its draft
abortion ruling.

The unprecedented leak,
which the court called “one of
the worst breaches of trust in its

history,” revealed it planned to
overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision that had guaranteed
a woman’s right to abortion.
—AFP

AFTER a two-year COVID-19
break, the International Green
Week, a leading trade fair for
food, agriculture and horticul-
ture, opened to visitors again
here on Friday.

Until 29 January, the Green
Week offers a global market
overview of the food industry
and the “largest range of re-
gional specialties”, according
to the organizers. Around 1,400
exhibitors from 60 countries
welcome an estimated 300,000

Berlin Intl Green
Week resumes after
COVID-19 break

visitors, 100,000 less than in the
pre-pandemic years.

The fair is “the showcase
par excellence of the agri-
cultural and food industry,”
Germany’s Minister for Agri-
culture Cem Oezdemir said in
his opening speech. “The way
we eat has a significant impact
on what agriculture produces,
how it produces it — and what
the consequences are for peo-
ple, nature and the climate.”
—Xinhua

STEFAN ZEITZ/XINHUA

People visit the exhibition zone of Berlin during the International
Green Week (IGW) Berlin in Berlin, Germany, 20 January 2023. The
IGW Betlin, an international exhibition of the food, agriculture and
gardening industries, opened on Friday and will last until 29 January
, attracting around 1,400 exhibitors from all over the world. PHOTO:
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Elite Davos forum
‘sitting target’ of
conspiracy theorists

A Swiss Alpine town where
heads of state and business
titans huddle for a week of
debate: the World Economic
Forum in Davos is an ideal tar-
get for conspiracy theorists
pushing the idea of an elite
cabal running the world.

Celebrities, billionaire ty-
coons and world leaders have
gathered in Davos to discuss
the knottiest issues facing hu-
manity — from the Ukraine
war to climate catastrophes
and even the threat of disin-
formation.

But the annual gathering
itself has become a magnet
for wild falsehoods such as the
WEF wants people to eat bugs
instead of meat to fight food
insecurity.

What gives oxygen to such
farcical theories is what ob-
servers call behind-the-scenes
deal-making between business

leaders, a WEF fixture that
fuels the notion that it is led by
a shadowy cabal working for
private gain under the garb of
solving public issues.

“The World Economic
Forum is a target of misin-
formation and disinformation
because it occupies a singular
space in the public conscious-
ness: a gathering of the world’s
most powerful and influential
economic actors in a forum
that showcases and celebrates
both,” said Michael W Mosser,
executive director of the Glob-
al Disinformation Lab at the
University of Texas at Austin.

“The WEF’s opacity, cou-
pled with its conviction that
economic globalization is a
net positive for humanity,
lends itself to charges that it
is out of touch with ‘everyday’
people,” Mosser told AFP.
—AFP

Police officers stand guard at the entrance of the Congress centre in
the alpine resort of Davos, on the opening day of the World Economic
Forum annual meeting in Davos on 16 January 2023. PHOTO:

FABRICE COFFRINI/ AFP

US takes ‘extraordinary’
steps to avoid looming default

THE US Treasury began taking
measures Thursday to prevent
a default on government debt,
as Congress heads towards
a high-stakes clash between
Democrats and Republicans
over raising the nation’s bor-
rowing limit.

Such “extraordinary
measures” can help reduce
the amount of outstanding
debt subject to the limit, cur-
rently set at $31.4 trillion, but
the Treasury has warned that

the tools would only help for a
limited time — likely not longer
than six months.

“I respectfully urge Con-
gress to act promptly to protect
the full faith and credit of the
United States,” said Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen in a let-
ter to Congressional leadership
Thursday.

She added there is “con-
siderable uncertainty” on how
long the measures can last be-
fore risking default.—AFP

Western climate subsidies risk
hitting emerging markets: IMF

THE head of the IMF warned
Friday that Western subsidies
to combat climate change and
encourage the transition to clean
energy sources risked hitting
the economies of the developing
world.

The United States under
President Joe Biden has passed
the Inflation Reduction Act ARA)
which contains sweeping subsi-
dies and tax cuts worth around
$370 billion for reducing green-
house gas emissions, making it
the largest-ever US programme
to combat climate change.

The European Union is con-
sidering responding in kind amid
fears that the IRA will encourage
businesses to move factories and
production to the United States
at a time when it is trying to
strengthen its industrial base.

“My biggest concern is that
something that in principle is
very good to accelerate the tran-
sition to the green economy by
using public money to step up
private investment... may not
serve well the emerging markets
and the developing world,” IMF
head Kristalina Georgieva said
at the World Economic Forum
in Davos, Switzerland.

She warned that the sub-

The Net Zero Industry Act would propose a series of clean technology
objectives for 2030 and is aimed at competing with the US Inflation
Reduction Act, a $369 billion green subsidy package that the EU fears
will damage European industries. A BMW staff member connects a
BMW i3 electric vehicle (EV) to a charging point in London. PHOTO:
REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE/ TOLGA AKMEN / AFP

sidies could lead to technology
and production transfers from
poorer emerging countries to
the rich world.

“If we are to strive to get the
industrialised world clean and
we don’t think about the emerg-
ing markets, we are all cooked,”
she said.

Speaking alongside Geor-
gieva, French Economy Minis-
ter Bruno Le Maire defended
government backing for efforts
to accelerate the transition away

from fossil fuels.

“The key question is not
‘China first’ or ‘America first’,
or ‘Europe first’: the key ques-
tion is climate first,” he told the
audience.

Also speaking in Davos on
Tuesday, EU Commission chief
Ursula von der Leyen announced
plans for a “sovereignty fund”
and a “Net Zero Industry Act” to
defend Europe’s industrial base
from US and Chinese industrial
subsidies.— AFP

China’s green transition to contribute positively
to global growth — Davos participants

WITH increased investment in
the green energy sectors, China
will contribute very positively to
global growth, said participants
at the Davos meeting.

During this year’s World
Economic Forum (WEF) Annual
Meeting, which opened on Mon-
day, climate change was among
the top concerns for participants,
with China’s role in the world’s
transition to green energy enter-
ing the spotlight.

China is one of the largest
investors in solar energy, wind
energy and battery storage,
which are all high-growth sec-
tors, Leslie Maasdorp, vice-pres-
ident and chief financial officer of
the New Development Bank, told
Xinhua during an interview at
the WEF. Noting that one in two
electric vehicles sold worldwide
is in China, Maasdorp said China

can play a crucial role in stim-
ulating the low-carbon growth
strategy of the world economy.

“What impressed me the
most is that almost everyone
here is talking about transfor-

mation towards new energy,”
said Forest Tu, president for
sales and marketing with China’s
battery producer Contemporary
Amperex Technology Co Limited
(CATL). —Xinhua

Aerial photo taken on 16 February 2022 shows a photovoltaic power
station in Yongren County of Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Prefecture,
southwest China’s Yunnan Province. PHOTO: XINHUA/CHEN XINBO
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Japan convenience
store sales rise 3.7% to
all-time high in 2022

CONVENIENCE store
sales in Japan rose 3.7 per
cent on a year-on-year ba-
sis to arecord 11.2 trillion
yen ($87.2 billion) in 2022,
as customers returned
after the government
lifted COVID-19 restric-
tions and promoted a
domestic travel subsidy
programme, an industry
body said Friday.

The same-store sales
of seven major conveni-
ence store operators grew
for the second consecu-

tive year, thanks to robust
sales of items such as
boxed lunches, rice balls,
frozen food products and
soft drinks, according to
the Japan Franchise As-
sociation.

Sales were boosted
as buying daily necessi-
ties in bulk at one loca-
tion, which became popu-
lar under the coronavirus
restrictions, has become a
long-term trend, accord-
ing to the association.
—Kyodo

Convenience store sales in Japan rose 3.7 per cent on
ayear-on-year basis to a record 11.2 trillion yen ($87.2
billion) in 2022. PHOTO: KYODO

Elon Musk takes stand in
Tesla tweet fraud trial

TESLA CEO Elon Musk
took the stand in a Cali-
fornia fraud trial on Fri-
day, accused of lying in
tweets about taking the
auto company private,
punishing investors.
Musk was called

to testify by lawyers for
angry investors who ac-
cuse him of costing them
millions of dollars in 2018
with untrue tweets about
having funding secured to
buy out shareholders at
$420 a share.—AFP

(roogle announces 12,000 job cuts

GOOGLE’S parent com-
pany Alphabet announced
about 12,000 job cuts global-
ly on Friday citing a chang-
ing “economic reality”, be-
coming the latest US tech
giant to enact large-scale
restructuring.

The layoffs come a
day after Microsoft said it
would reduce staff num-
bers by 10,000 in the coming
months, following similar
cuts by Facebook owner
Meta, Amazon and Twitter
as the previously unassail-
able tech sector battles a

major economic downturn.
“Over the past two
years we’ve seen periods of
dramatic growth. To match
and fuel that growth, we
hired for a different eco-
nomic reality than the one
we face today,” Alphabet
CEO Sundar Pichai said
in an email to employees.
“We’ve undertaken
a rigorous review across
product areas and func-
tions to ensure that our peo-
ple and roles are aligned
with our highest priorities
as a company,” Pichai said,

Google's offices in Dublin. The tech giant employs more
than 7,000 people in Ireland PHOTO: PAUL FAITH/AFP

adding that the workforce

roles we’re eliminating re-

would be reduced by flect the outcome of that

around 12,000 roles. “The

review.”— AFP

China’s major coal-producing province
accelerates digital transformation

AT Chindata Group’s
big-data industrial park
in Linggiu County of Da-
tong City, hundreds of
thousands of servers are
running round-the-clock
to support high-tech enter-
prises nationwide in such
fields as Al, autonomous
driving and quantum com-
munication.

The development
of the digital economy
is advancing in Datong,
known as China’s “coal
capital”. The coal-pro-
ducing heartland in north
China’s Shanxi Province
boasts one eighth of the
country’s coal reserves.

While phasing out
outdated coal produc-
tion capacity, the city has

been looking for alterna-
tive industries for long-
term growth. With years
of efforts, it has become
the province’s pioneer in
promoting the digital econ-

omy in an effort to achieve
high-quality development.

The city has built
a total of 140,000 data
centre design racks and
established a server ca-

pacity of up to two million
units. Its computing output
has become a new point
of growth in a city which
traditionally relied on fossil
fuel resources.—Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V MAERSK VERACRUZ VOY.NO. (301W)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V MAERSK
VERACRUZ VOY.NO. (301W) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 22-1-2023 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of MITT/MIP where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SEALAND MAERSK ASIA PTE LTD.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO GENESIS VOY.NO. (190N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
GENESIS VOY.NO. (190N/S) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 22-1-2023 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES

Yangon Sailing Club
Annual General Meeting

All members of Yangon Sailing Club are invited to attend the Annual
General Meeting to be held as follows:

Date
Place

29 January 2023
Yangon Sailing Club
Time 10:30 hrs
Hon. Secretary
Yangon Sailing Club

Ads [eEN
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PM Modi is one of the most powertful

persons on planet: UK lawmaker

BRITISH Parliamentarian Lord
Karan Bilimoria on 19 January
referred to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi as “one of the most
powerful persons on the planet”,
while underscoring the impor-
tance of the UK’s ties with the
fastest-growing major economy
in the world.

“To conclude, as a boy, Nar-
endra Modi sold tea at his father’s
tea stall at a railway station in Gu-
jarat. Today he is one of the most

powerful people on this planet as
Prime Minister of India,” UK MP

Lord Karan Bilimoria said during

a Parliament debate.

“Today India has the pres-
idency of the G20. Today India
has the vision to become, in the
next 25 years, the second-larg-
est economy in the world with a
GDP of USD 32 billion. The Indi-
an Express has left the station.
It is now the fastest train in the
world--the fastest-growing ma-

jor economy in the world. The
UK must be its closest and most
trusted friend and partner in the
decades ahead,” During the de-
bate on ‘The Importance of the
Relationship Between the United
Kingdom and India’, Lord Bilimo-
ria said India has now overtaken
the UK and is the fifth largest
economy in the world and is also
the fastest-growing large econo-
my in the world, with 1.4 billion
people.—ANI

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated virtually in the G20
Extraordinary Summit on Afghanistan on 12 October 2021.

PHOTO: AFP/FILE

Saudi rules out Israel normalization without two-state solution

The White House opposes settlement construction and views it as an
obstacle to any eventual peace agreement with the Palestinians.

PHOTO: AFP/FILE

SAUDI Arabia will not normalize
ties with Israel in the absence
of a two-state solution with the
Palestinians, the kingdom’s top
diplomat has said, according to
a tweet by the foreign ministry
on Friday.

The comments by Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud on the
sidelines of the World Economic
Forum in Davos came as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu discussed normalization
with Saudi Arabia in talks with
White House National Security

Advisor Jake Sullivan in Jerusa-
lem on Thursday.

“True normalization and
true stability will only come
through... giving the Palestini-
ans a state,” Prince Faisal told
Bloomberg at the summit.

Saudi Arabia, the world’s
largest oil exporter;, is a close
partner of the United States but
it has repeatedly refused to nor-
malize ties with US-ally Israel
due to its occupation of Pales-
tinian territories.

The US-brokered Abraham

Accords in 2020 saw the king-
dom’s neighbours — the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Bahrain
— establish full diplomatic ties
with Israel.

Netanyahu has repeatedly
expressed his desire to see Saudi
Arabia join the list.

In their talks on Thursday,
Netanyahu and Sullivan dis-
cussed “measures to deepen
the Abraham Accords... with
an emphasis on a breakthrough
with Saudi,” the Israeli leader’s
office said.—AFP

Russia to sell much-

needed oil and gas

to Pakistan

PAKISTAN will start import-
ing oil and gas from Russia by
March on terms that will ensure
“mutual economic benefit”, the
nations said in a joint statement
on Friday.

Since the launch of its mili-
tary offensive against Ukraine,
Moscow has been targeted by
Western economic sanctions
and has sharply reduced its
hydrocarbon deliveries to Eu-
rope, turning to Asia to com-
pensate.

“Both sides agreed that af-
ter consensus on the technical
specifications achieved, the oil
and gas trade transaction will
be structured in a way such that
it has mutual economic benefit
for both countries,” the state-
ment said. “The process will be

completed in March,” it added.

It followed the end of a
three day visit by Russian Ener-
gy Minister Nikolay Shulginov
to Islamabad.

The Pakistani government
announced in early December
that Russia had agreed to ex-
port oil to energy-starved Pa-
kistan at a reduced price.

Russian crude oil has been
subject since December to a
European maritime embargo
and a price cap decided by the
EU, the G7 and Australia, two
measures intended to deprive
Moscow of significant revenue.

In response, Russia an-
nounced that it would ban from
1 February the sale of its oil to
foreign countries that comply

with the price cap. —Xinhua

China’s gas imports from Russia
double in 2022 amid Ukraine crisis

CHINAS imports of liquefied nat-
ural gas and pipeline gas from
Russia more than doubled in 2022
from ayear earlier in value terms,
official data showed Friday, indi-
cating Beijing has been indirectly
supporting Moscow’s war effort
in Ukraine financially while West-
ern nations impose sanctions on
Russia. China’s pipeline gas im-
ports from Russia soared some
2.6 times from the previous year
to $3.98 billion in 2022, while that
of LNG imports jumped some 2.4
times to $6.75 billion, according to
the Chinese General Administra-
tion of Customs.

In 2022, China’s crude oil
imports from Russia also grew
44.0 per cent to $58.38 billion. By
volume, Beijing’s oil and LNG
imports from Russia expanded
8.3 per cent and 44.0 per cent, re-

A staff member walks past pipelines in a section of the China-Russia
east-route natural gas pipeline in Heihe, northeast China’s Heilongjiang
Province, 19 November 2019. PHOTO: XINHUA/WANG JIANWEI/

FILE

spectively. China did not release
its pipeline gas import volume
from Russia. The rise in value
terms was bigger than that in

volume, reflecting higher energy
prices following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in February last
year—Kyodo
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Chris Hipkins to be New
Zealand PM

New Zealand's new prime minister Chris Hipkins speaks to the media
outside Parliament in Wellington on 21 January, 2023. PHOTO: AFP

NEW Zealand’s former Covid-19
response minister Chris Hipkins
will replace Jacinda Ardern as
prime minister after receiving
the only nomination from fellow
MPs, the ruling Labour Party
said Saturday.

The 44-year-old senior politi-
cian must be formally endorsed
by the party’s caucus on Sunday
to take over as the country’s 41
prime minister, after Ardern’s
shock resignation on Thursday.

“The Labour Party caucus
will meet at 1 pm on Sunday to
endorse the nomination and
confirm Chris Hipkins as Par-
ty Leader,” said a statement by
senior Labour Party member
Duncan Webb.

As leader of the governing
Labour Party he will also be-
come prime minister.

Hipkins, currently the police
and education minister, will take
his party into an uphill battle to

win general elections in October,
as it lags in latest opinion polls.

Ardern, a global figurehead
for progressive politics, stunned
New Zealand announcing her
abrupt exit from office, less than
three years after securing a sec-
ond term in a landslide election
win.

The 42-year-old — who
steered the country through
natural disasters, the Covid pan-
demic, and its worst-ever terror
attack — said she no longer had
“enough in the tank”.

‘Tough and capable’

Ardern said her decision to
step down was “tinged with sad-
ness” but after having made the
announcement she had “slept
well for the first time in a long
time”.

Political commentators
have lined up to condemn the
social media abuse that was in-
creasingly directed at Ardern
before her resignation.— AFP

Arizona dismantles shipping
container wall on US-Mexico border

A wall of shipping containers in-
stalled just a few months ago by
the then-governor of Arizona at a
$100 million cost to US taxpayers
was being dismantled Friday.

Republican Doug Ducey
ordered the huge line of ship-
ping containers to be placed at
the frontier between the United
States and Mexico, during the fi-
nal months of his administration,
in what he said was a bid to stem
illegal immigration.

But after being sued by
Washington for putting the
containers on federal land in
the Coronado National Forest,
Ducey — who has since been
succeeded by Democrat Katie
Hobbs — agreed in December
to remove them.

“I couldn’t believe that
Governor Ducey thought that
it was a good idea,” said Debbie
McGuire, as a truck barreled
down a dusty road carrying an
empty container away.

“It’s absolutely ludicrous. To
put containers that weren’t going

The container wall is being dismantled after being installed just a few
months ago at a cost of $100 million to US taxpayers. PHOTO: AFP

to work ever to keep anybody
out,” she told AFP.

“I just can’t believe he
thought it was a good idea. Ri-
diculous, and a total waste of tax-
payer money.” Ducey’s container
wall effort began in the middle of
2022, and quickly ran into opposi-
tion, with critics slammingitas a
cynical political move that would

damage the environment and
make no difference to the num-
ber of illegal border crossings.

Opponents said the cor-
rugated containers, which
snaked like a huge cargo train
for four miles (seven kilometres)
through federal lands, divided
an important conservation area.
—AFP

Trump, lawyers
sanctioned nearly US$1
min over Clinton suit

The suit, which Middlebrooks tossed out last year, claimed that
Clinton, who lost the 2016 presidential election to Trump, and
others had created a false narrative that his campaign had colluded

with Russia. PHOTO: AFP

A federal United States judge
sanctioned former president
Donald Trump and his lawyers
nearly US$1 million yesterday
for a “frivolous” suit claiming
Hillary Clinton had tried to rig
the 2016 election.

District judge John Mid-
dlebrooks said the Republican,
who is seeking to return to the
White House in 2024, exhib-
ited a “continuing pattern of
misuse of the courts” and had
filed the suit “in order to dis-
honestly advance a political
narrative”.

The suit, which Middle-
brooks tossed out last year,
claimed that Clinton, who lost
the 2016 presidential election
to Trump, and others had cre-
ated a false narrative that his
campaign had colluded with

Russia. Trump had sought
US$70 million (RM300.37 mil-
lion) in damages.

But the suit “should nev-
er have been brought”, Mid-
dlebrooks said in the 45-page
written court order.

“Its inadequacy as a le-
gal claim was evident from the
start. No reasonable lawyer
would have filed it. Intended
for a political purpose, none
of the counts of the amended
complaint stated a cognizable
legal claim,” the judge wrote.

The order also sanctions
Trump’s lawyer Alina Habba.

The pair are jointly and
severally liable for the total
amount of sanctions imposed
by Middlebrooks to cover the
defendants’ legal fees and
costs of US$937,989.39.—AFP

Air India fined over passenger’s
mid-air urination scandal

AIR India has been fined
$37,000 for its handling of an
incident in which a drunk
senior US bank executive
was accused of urinating on
a female passenger, Indian
media reported.

The man allegedly re-
lieved himself on the 72-year-
old woman seated in business
class on a 26 November flight
from New York to New Delhi,
an incident dubbed “peegate”
by the media.

The Indian Directorate
General of Civil Aviation also
fined Air India’s director of

in-flight services 300,000 ru-
pees in addition to the carri-
er’s penalty of three million
rupees ($37,000), reports on
Friday and Saturday said.

The flight’s pilot also
had his licence suspended
for three months for “failing
to discharge his duties” to
ensure safety and discipline.

The banker, Indian na-
tional Shankar Mishra, was
allowed to disembark as
normal when the aircraft
landed in India and no im-
mediate action was taken.
—AFP
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Myanmar women's team to play friendlies
abroad ahead of Paris Olympic qualifiers

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
State Administration Council

Nine Objectives

1. Political affairs

(a) To build a Union based on democracy and federal-
ism, through a disciplined and genuine multiparty
democratic system that is fair and just.

(b) To emphasize the achievement of enduring peace
for the entire nation in line with the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

(¢) To continue implementing the principle of peaceful

The Myanmar Women's Team pose for a group photo during an international match. PHOTO: MFF

THE Myanmar women’s nation-
al team will compete in overseas
warm-up matches ahead of the
2024 Paris Olympics Asia Zone
First Qualifiers to be played in
April.

The Myanmar women’s na-
tional team has been training
since the second week of Decem-
ber for the international compe-
titions to compete this year.

The Myanmar Football
Federation is planning to play a

friendly match for the Myanmar
national women’s team, which
will compete against a national
team from the Asian region.
The women’s squad will
play an international friendly in
February or March. The team is
made up of 35 preliminary play-
ers and is handled by Daw Thet
Thet Win as the head coach.
The Myanmar women’s na-
tional team is placed in the same
group as Iran, Bangladesh, and

Maldives in the qualifiers which
will be held from 3 to 11 April.

The Myanmar women’s
team will compete in the Paris
Olympic qualifiers in April and
the SEA Games in May. After
half ayear, if they succeed in the
ASEAN Women’s Championship
and the first stage of the Par-
is Olympics, they will continue
to compete in the second and
third-stage qualifiers. — Ko Nyi
Lay/KZL

2. Economic affairs

of the economy.

people.

production.

3. Social affairs

characteristics.

co-existence among countries through an inde-
pendent, active and non-aligned foreign policy.

(@) To enhance production based on agriculture
and livestock through modern techniques and
strengthen all-round development in other sectors

(b) To develop a stable market economy and promote
international investment in order to enhance the
economic development of the entire National

(c) Topromote and support local businesses to create
employment opportunities and increase domestic

(a) To ensure a strong and dynamic Union spirit, the
genuine spirit of patriotism.

(b) To respect and promote the customs and tradi-
tions of all National peoples and preserve and
safeguard their cultural heritage and national

(c) To enhance the health, fitness and education
quality of the entire nation.

Murray's heroic Australian
Open run over in round three

ANDY Murray’s 4:05 am fin-
ish eventually caught up with
him at the Australian Open as
the Briton bowed out in typi-
cally defiant style to Roberto
Bautista Agut in round three
on Saturday. The 35-year-old
Murray was clearly feeling the
effects of his epic five-setter
in round two, which started
on Thursday but ended in the
early hours of Friday.

The 24™*-seeded Spaniard
Bautista won 6-1, 6-7 (7/9), 6-3,
6-4 and faces unseeded Tom-
my Paul of the United States
in the last 16. Former world
number one Murray, who
has a metal hip following ca-
reer-saving surgery four years
ago, was 3-0 down in a flash in
the first set.

But the three-time Grand
Slam champion had Marga-
ret Court Arena firmly in his
corner and a huge cheer went
up when he finally got on the
board, holding serve for 3-1.

It was to be only a tempo-

rary reprieve as the Spaniard
raced away with the first set in
a lopsided 29 minutes.
Murray held serve to
start the second set but he ap-
peared sluggish, having been
forced to five sets in both his
previous matches.—AFP

Andy Murray was clearly
struggling against Spain’s
Roberto Bautista Agut. PHOTO:
MANAN VATSYAYANA / AFP

‘Incredible’ Odegaard fulfils potential to fuel
Arsenal title bid

MARTIN Odegaard is leading
Arsenal’s unexpected charge
towards the Premier League
title as the Norway midfielder
finally fulfils the potential he
showed as a teenage wonder-
kid.

When table-toppers Arse-
nal host Manchester United on
Sunday, Odegaard will be centre
stage in the kind of glamour
fixture that was supposed to be
his birthright.

Hailed as the most gifted
teenager of his generation, Ode-
gaard made his senior debut
for Stromsgodset in 2014 at the
age of 15 and became Norway’s
youngest-ever player later that
year.

He chose Spanish giants
Real Madrid from a host of
suitors in 2015 and became the
youngest player in the club’s
history, aged 16 years and 157
days.

But he struggled to live up
to the hype in the unforgiving
Madrid glare and was sent out

Arsenal's Norwegian midfielder Martin Odegaard heads the ball during
the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur
and Arsenal in London on 15 January 2023. PHOTO: AFP

on loan a number of times.

Those spells in relative ob-
scurity at Heerenveen, Vitesse
Arnhem and Real Sociedad sug-
gested Odegaard might not fulfil
his early promise but he was
thrust back into the spotlight
when Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta
took him on loan for the second
half of the 2020/21 season.

Even then, Real’s decision
to sell him to the Gunners for
about £30 million ($37 million)
in 2021 was interpreted as ev-
idence he would not make the
grade at the highest level.

But with his career in need
of a major reset, Odegaard has
seized his chance in the Pre-
mier League. —AFP
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