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Sputnik - which in Russian means companion or tellow fraveller -
was built to a relatively basic design, yet relayed torrents of data
about Earth’s upper atmosphere encoded in its "beep, beep” signal.

Radio antennas

Two-millimetre-
thick aluminum
outer casing

Instrument
box containing
three silver-zinc
batteries and two
one-watt radio
transmitters

— Ventilation

fan to circulate
nitrogen gas
within the
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R-7 LAUNCHER
The 30-mefre-
tall rocket that
launched Sputnik
Quter was a modified
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ballistic missile

Inner casing
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