
Myanmar Situation Update

(10 to 16 May 2021)

Summary:

One hundred days after the coup, the junta has pushed the region’s fastest-growing economy into an

economic and humanitarian disaster. The World Bank forecast shows that Myanmar's economy is

expected to contract by 10% in 2021, a sharp difference from the previous prediction of 5.9% growth in

October 2020. There is a possible banking crisis which leads to cash shortages, limited access to social

welfare payments and international remittances. Last week, Myanmar Kyat hit one of its lowest

compared to the USD.

The World Food Program also estimates that up to 3.4 million more people, particularly those in urban

areas, will face hunger during the next six months. Price rises, hurting the poor and causing shortages of

some essentials, including the costs of fuel and medicine.

The junta called to reopen colleges, universities and schools soon but many students and educators are

boycotting. As a result, around 13,000 staff had been suspended by May 8. The junta also announced job

vacancies for educational positions to replace striking staff.

Across Myanmar, the ordinary citizens have taken up any weapons available from air guns to traditional

firearms and homemade bombs and arms have spread in Chin state, Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay

regions. Mindat township in Chin State reported more intensified fights between the civil resistance

groups and the Myanmar military while clashes were reported in Myingyan township, Mandalay region

and Tamu township, Sagaing region.

According to our information, at least 43 bomb blasts happened across Myanmar in the past week and

many of them were in Yangon’s townships. It was reported that two people died and at least 21 people

were injured.

Media reported the junta continued to conduct air strikes across the villages in Kachin, Kayin, and Shan

states, leading to thousands of people fleeing their villages. The Ethnic Health Organizations (EHOs)

called on the international community to provide direct support to the ethnic areas as international aid

sent through central Myanmar was unable to reach EHOs. The media also reported that the IDPs in

Momauk township, Kachin State are in desperate need for emergency support.
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CSOs based in Thai-Myanmar border called authorities to consider measures for refugees on

humanitarian principles and make an effort to monitor, assess the situation closely while consistently

upholding both national security and humanitarian principles. They also urge Thai authorities to assess

the situation comprehensively based on correct information and reliable sources.

A DVB reporter, Min Nyo was sentenced by a military court to three years in prison for his reporting.

Three reporters from Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) and two activists from Myanmar have been

arrested in Thailand for illegal entry and face possible deportation. CSOs and foreign correspondents in

Thailand urged the Thai authorities not to deport them back to Myanmar.

Thai prime minister and Foreign Minister met with the UN special envoy on Myanmar Christine Schraner

Burgener to discuss the situation in Myanmar. The PM said he will not force those fleeing violence back

to Myanmar. The National Unity Government also called for foreign countries to introduce and expand

sanctions against the overseas relatives of Myanmar’s military council members.

As of May 16, a total of 3,998 people are currently under detention and among 92 are sentenced. 1,679

have been issued arrest warrants. 20 were sentenced to death and 14 to three years imprisonment1.

UEC member U Khin Maung Oo informed that there will be a coordination meeting with all the 91

political parties on 21 May and the main topic to discuss is about the use of the PR system. After the

coup, the junta appointed UEC requested political parties to send the proposals on the PR system and

some of the major parties such as NLD and SNLD rejected the proposal.

World religious leaders are giving special attention to Myanmar, Pope Francis offered a special mass for

the people of Myanmar on Sunday, 16 May 2021.

Timeline of events

Date Developments

10 May Ousted state councilor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will be tried in person at a special court in

Nay Pyi Taw which will be set up in Myanan Bonthe Street, Zayar Theikdi Ward, near the

State Counselor’s Nay Pyi Taw residence. Zabuthiri township judge will sit in a special

courtroom and the next hearing will be on May 242.

A public statement by General Saw Mutu Sae Poe, chairman of the Karen National Union

(KNU), urged stakeholders to follow the negotiation channel to solve Myanmar’s political

2 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-to-go-on-trial-at-special-court-in-naypyitaw.html

1 https://aappb.org/?p=15086
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problems. A KNU leader in the central committee said that it is the chairman’s personal

view and does not represent the whole organization3.

A village administrator from Hpakant township in Kachin state was killed by 3 unknown

people4.

A fight happened between the junta-aligned Border Guard Forces (BGF) and KNU/KNLA

in Brigade 5, Hpa-An district in Kayin state and found 11 BGF soldiers dead during the

fight5.

Junta-controlled state media reported that a state-owned Indian company (Indian Oil

Corporation) has expressed an interest in taking over and reopening a disused oil

refinery in Yangon’s Thanlyin township amidst fuel shortage concerns6.

Three Myanmar military soldiers were killed and 14 were wounded during a fight with

civilian resistance fighters in Taze township, sagaing Region7.

Three reporters from Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) and two activists from Myanmar

have been arrested in Chiang Mai province, Thailand for illegal entry and face possible

deportation. DVB also requested from the Thai authorities not to deport as DVB is

banned in Myanmar. The executive director said in a statement that “their life will be in

serious danger if they were to return” and appealed to the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for help8.

Karen Civil Society Organizations reported about 7,000 villagers from Hpapun district in

northern Kayin State are hiding in the Thai-Burma border area and they are in urgent

need of food, warm clothing, medicine, sanitation and clean water.9

9http://karennews.org/2021/05/people-displaced-by-burma-army-in-karen-state-facing-crisis-aid-workers-call-for-f
ood-medicine-clean-water-to-be-urgently-delivered/

8 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/myanmar-reporters-activists-arrested-thailand-2021-05-11/

7https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-killed-in-guerilla-attacks-by-civilian-fighters.ht
ml

6 https://cdn.myanmarseo.com/file/client-cdn/gnlm/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/1_May_21_gnlm1.pdf

5 https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1191850861252258

4 https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1192237517880259

3https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-armed-group-leader-condemned-for-backing-talks-with-junta.ht
ml
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Several US lawmakers have voiced against the recognition of Myanmar’s newly formed

National Unity Government (NUG), expressing concerns about the group’s exclusion of

the Rohingya issue10.

Thai Defence Ministry spokesman Kongcheep Tantravanich said that a total of 2,200

Myanmar people who crossed the Salween River have been offered shelter in the safe

zone with strict health and safety measures in place to prevent the spread of

COVID-1911.

11 May Aung Myo Min, the human rights minister of the National Unity Government (NUG) is

planning to coordinate with foreign affairs and immigration departments of foreign

countries to introduce and expand sanctions against the overseas relatives of

Myanmar’s military council members 12.

Protesters rallied in towns and cities around Myanmar to denounce its military rulers,

100 days after the generals' ouster of an elected civilian government pitched the country

into its biggest crisis in decades13.

Thirteen people of five men, seven women and a 16-year-old boy were arrested in

Dawei, Tanintharyi Region, as people gathered to protest on the 100th day of military

coup14.

3 bomb blasts occurred near Pyay General Hospital, Bago and 6 junta troops were

injured15.

A press freedom advocacy group and a foreign correspondents’ organization in Thailand

urged authorities to refrain from deporting three Myanmar journalists working for

Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) who were arrested in Chiang Mai for illegal entry into

the country16.

16 https://www.facebook.com/FCCThailand/posts/4000369743381279

15 https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1192968731140471

14 https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/on-100th-day-since-myanmar-coup-junta-troops-arrest-13-dawei-protesters

13 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/myanmar-marks-100-days-junta-rule-with-protests-2021-05-11/

12https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/nug-supports-sanctions-against-family-members-of-coup-leaders-human-righ
ts-minister-says

11 https://chiangmaione.com/featured/aid-shelter-given-to-2000-refugees-at-the-border

10https://www.dhakatribune.com/southeast-asia/2021/05/09/us-lawmakers-push-back-myanmar-s-nug-over-rohin
gya-issue
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Singapore's foreign minister Vivian Balakrishnan said Myanmar's army needs to

cooperate to end the crisis since the Feb. 1 coup and Southeast Asian countries should

keep pressing it to show restraint and start dialogue with its opponents17.

The People of the Salween River Basin Network called the Thai authorities to consider

measures for refugees on humanitarian principles along with making an effort to

monitor and assess the situation closely while consistently upholding both national

security and humanitarian principles. They also urged Thai authorities to assess the

situation comprehensively based on correct information and reliable sources18.

12 May Junta troops that were stationed in Myingyan’s Talokemyo village tract were besieged by

locals armed with hunting rifles & knives for about 20 hours to defend themselves from

attack by regime forces and withstood before forcing them to retreat. During the retreat,

six locals injured, 30 arrested and five others who managed to evade arrest are receiving

medical treatment in a safe location19.

A DVB reporter from Pyay in Bago Region, was sentenced to three years in prison under

Section 505a by a court inside Pyay Prison20.

The Tamu People’s Defence Force (TPDF) in Tamu Township, Sagaing Region has claimed

that it killed at least 15 soldiers in two separate clashes21.

Former NLD lawmakers of Rakhine state, Daw Ni Ni May Myint and Daw Chit Chit were

arrested by the military. They were also previously arrested by the Arakan Army (AA) in

Taungup Township in October last year while they were campaigning ahead of the 2020

general election.

Around 2,000 villagers are still at displacement camps elsewhere in Mansi and At least

15 villages emptied following the fierce fighting between the Kachin Independence Army

(KIA) and Myanmar’s military22.

Around 50 to 100 villagers, including women, children and three civilian resistance

fighters, were arrested in a raid by approximately 500 junta troops in Myingyan

22 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kia-launches-attack-to-seize-major-road-from-myanmar-junta.html

21 https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-attacks-on-regime-forces-in-tamu-leave-15-soldiers-dead

20 https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/dvb-reporter-from-pyay-sentenced-to-three-years-in-prison

19 https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/dozens-arrested-as-regime-forces-overrun-myingyan-stronghold

18 https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2113671/a-humanitarian-crisis-by-the-salween-river

17https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/myanmars-army-needs-cooperate-peace-singapore-says-2021-05-11
/
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Township, Mandalay Region after a prolonged shootout. Around 5,000 villagers have

reported fleeing their homes23.

The Junta opened job announcements for educational positions to replace striking staff.

On May 7, the regime extended the deadline for job applications, postponed written

exams and relaxed age limits. According to the representative committee for the

University Teachers’ Association, around 13,000 staff had been suspended by May 824.

Japanese parent company Kirin’s first quarterly report for 2021 released stated that

Myanmar Brewery’s operating profit from January-March 2021 fell 49.6 percent

compared to the same period in 2020, or by 2.5 billion yen (nearly US$23 million).

Revenue was also down by 46.7 percent, or 5 billion yen (nearly $46 million). Activists

say this as a “clear evidence that the mass boycott of military products by the people of

Myanmar is working.”25.

Myanmar's National Unity Government accused the Junta of crimes against humanity in

a new statement on the 100th day since the coup and vows to bring violators to

account26.

A number of tenants of a high-end office block, “Sule Square” in Yangon built on

military-owned land have moved out or are reviewing their leases, including McKinsey,

Coca-Cola and Reuters. Activist group Justice for Myanmar last month called on

commercial tenants of the complex of offices and shops to stop indirectly supporting the

army27.

Nekkei Asian revealed that Thailand's government has tapped its back-channel contacts

with Myanmar's armed forces to shape Its diplomatic options and Thai PM and

Myanmar Military Chief Min Aung Hlaing talked since the coup 28.

13 May The junta sentenced three more people to prison for incitement, one to two year, one to

three years and one to six years imprisonment on Article 505 (a) and 505 (b) of Penal

Code29.

29 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-junta-sentences-four-more-to-prison-for-incitement.html

28https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Thai-PM-and-Myanmar-junta-chief-stay-engaged-via-back-chan
nels

27https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/global-firms-leave-myanmar-office-block-with-military-ties-2021-05-
11/

26 https://www.facebook.com/NUGmyanmar/posts/116706623883311

25https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/new-evidence-of-plummeting-sales-means-myanmar-beer-boycott-is-workin
g-activists-say

24 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-looks-to-replace-striking-university-staff.html

23 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-detain-dozens-of-civilians-in-village-raid.html
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The junta imposed martial law on Mindat Township in Southern Chin State after the

town was bombarded by artillery in response to its weeklong-resistance. A 17-year old

teenager was killed and other six people got injured by the junta artillery30.

Hnin Pan Eain, a writer who formerly took part in the AAPP’s mental health assistance

program that was suspended after the coup, and her family were detained by the

Junta31.

The junta-appointed National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) and

the Arakan Liberation Party held a coordination meeting in Nay Pyi Taw for peacemaking

and regional development affairs32.

The Central Bank of Myanmar announces that it has auctioned off another $6 million at

an average exchange rate of 1,669.5 kyats on the dollar. 30 kyats below a similar sell-off

and one of the lowest rates in history33.

There was a shooting between the Karen State Border Guard Forces (BGF) and the junta

forces that killed 12 BGF and 3 Myanmar military soldiers, 3 locals also dead34.

Around 300 Junta forces raided and used heavy artillery in Chaung Oo in Sagaing Region

forced the whole village to flee35.

A joint statement was released by journalists networks condemning the imprisonment

of a DVB reporter in Pyay for 3 year which made threats to the press freedom in

Myanmar36.

Fighting between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the military regime has

intensified in Mansi Township, Kachin State. Clashes have been going on there for three

days and the junta launched airstrikes in Madan Yang village twice37.

37https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fighting-between-kia-and-junta-forces-intensifies-in-northern-myanma
r.html

36 https://www.facebook.com/Myae-Latt-Journalist-Network-321410688200706/

35 https://www.facebook.com/myanmarnownews/posts/2105988782882182

34 https://www.facebook.com/KICNewsPage/posts/1680348238816657

33https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-coup-latest-Junta-sells-off-scarce-dollars-as-kyat-cras
hes

32 https://www.gnlm.com.mm/nspnc-meets-alp-officials/#article-title

31 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-writer-and-family-detained-by-junta.html

30 https://www.facebook.com/theirrawaddy/posts/4415354285176061
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The junta raided civilian resistance fighters' camps making homemade firearms and

bombs and undergoing military training in Chaung-U Township, Sagaing Region.

Myawaddy TV claimed that two were arrested in the raid and that 220 homemade

firearms, 24 air guns and 80 homemade bombs were seized.

A 21-year-old in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Township was tortured to death in regime

custody38.

Karen media reported that Tham Hin Refugee camp, one of the nine refugee camps on

the Thai-Burma border is in complete lockdown after reports of 59 positive COVID-19

cases. Situation Made it difficult to get food supplies as traveling in and out of the camp

was restricted39.

14 May Japanese freelance journalist who was arrested on 14 April while covering the aftermath

of the Myanmar coup returned to Tokyo, after charges against him were dropped as a

diplomatic gesture.

In Kayin State, bomb blasts were reported at 2 places in Hpa-An including at the house

of the member of State’s Administration Council and 2 people were injured due to the

explosion40. The junta appointed village administrator and a clerk were also killed in

Thantaunggyi41.

IDPs in Momauk township, Kachin State are desperately needed for emergency

support42.

A pro-democracy activist in Monywa, Sagaing Region was murdered after being set on

fire in an unprovoked attack43.

A lawyer for senior NLD leader Win Htein called on a court in Naypyitaw to reject

evidence presented against him during his first in-person hearing and his next hearing is

scheduled for May 2844.

44https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/lawyer-for-win-htein-objects-to-evidence-presented-by-plaintiff-in-sedition-c
ase

43 https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/activist-in-monywa-dies-after-being-set-on-fire-in-horrific-attack

42 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=saved&v=1208784686261053

41 https://www.facebook.com/KICNewsPage/posts/1680545218796959

40 https://www.gnlm.com.mm/2-village-administrators-killed-in-thantaunggyi-kayin-state/

39 http://karennews.org/2021/05/tham-hin-refugee-camp-goes-into-lockdowns-59-covid-19-cases-test-positive/

38

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myingan-resistance-fighter-turns-up-dead-after-one-day-in-regime-custody-wit
h-signs-of-torture
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Despite the martial law in Chin State, fighting is ongoing and six military trucks were

seized today by the Chinland Defense Force (CDF)45.

UN special envoy on Myanmar Christine Schraner Burgener met with Thai Prime

Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha to discuss the violent turmoil in Myanmar and Prayut said

that he will not force back people fleeing violence in neighboring Myanmar46. Thai

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs also met with her to exchange

perspectives and views on the situation in Myanmar47.

Dr. Sasa, the Union Minister of International Cooperation and NUG Spokesperson and

former Myanmar’s Special Envoy to the United Nations addressed to media

organizations from 12 countries on the Asian Continent in providing information and

assistance that need to support the people of Myanmar48.

Japan announced to provide emergency grant aid of $4 million through the World Food

Programme for food assistance in Myanmar. The grant will help WFP to provide

assistance to some 600,000 people in Yangon. WFP also estimates that up to 3.4 million

more people, particularly those in urban areas, will face hunger during the next six

months49.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that Australian diplomats have begun talking to

Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG) but Australia has decided against

imposing additional sanctions50.

15 May Seven died and several people got injured during the attack by the military in Mindat,

Chin State using heavy artillery. It is also reported that the Myanmar military used the

civilians as a human shield.51.

The National Unity Government (NUG) urged the international community to take

immediate action to end all violence of the Junta and protect the defenceless people of

51 https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=4152600518134626&id=167011980026853

50https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/myanmar-situation-very-bleak-as-australia-reaches-out-to-government
-in-exile-20210513-p57roa.html

49 https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/japan-to-donate-4m-in-food-aid-to-myanmar/2241972

48 https://www.facebook.com/105838768320086/posts/121567110080585/

47https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/dpm-united-nations-special-envoy-myanmar?cate=5d5bcb4e15e39c3060006
83e

46https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/un-envoy-asks-thai-leaders-aid-in-ending-crisis-in-myanmar/2021/05/1
4/5125270a-b4a7-11eb-bc96-fdf55de43bef_story.html

45 https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1195775774193100
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the Mindat, Chin State as the Junta sent more forces and used heavy artillery on

civilians52.

A member of the NLD party from Hsipaw was killed on his way to Tant Yan township

from Hsipaw53.

After 72-hour long fierce fighting between junta forces and civilian resistance forces,

Junta occupied the Mindat and the resistance forces had to retreat as they worried they

would harm the locals who were trapped. But the report says the Junta forces continued

shooting although civilian resistance forces retreated54.

During the press conference, a UEC member U Khin Maung Oo informed that there will

be a coordination meeting with all the 91 political parties on 21 May and the main topic

to discuss is about the use of the PR system55.

Media reported that security officials of the junta regime are requesting bribes from the

parents of children from wealthy families who have been arrested for anti-regime

protests. It reported that some families have been asked for 5,000,000 kyats (about

US$3,200) or more in exchange for promise which later turn out to be false56.

A fire broke out at the municipal market in Shwebo, Sagaing Region that the market

turned down to ashes. Media reported the shopkeepers had refused to sell military

personnel while offering discounts for striking government employees57.

One killed and five injured by the bomb attack at a Denko Petrol Station in North

Oakkalapa Township, Yangon58.

Free Japanese journalist said there was prisoner abuse and he had collected harrowing

testimonies from his fellow inmates in Insein Prison59.

US Embassy Rangoon called on the military to cease violence against civilians as the

Junta’s use of weapons of war against civilians, including this week in Mindat, is a

59 https://www.gnlm.com.mm/military-tribunal-to-take-effective-action-against-terrorists-in-mindat/

58 https://www.facebook.com/theirrawaddy/posts/4424336654277824

57 https://www.facebook.com/theirrawaddy/posts/4420303184681171

56https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-extorting-cash-from-wealthy-parents-of-detained-prot
esters.html

55 https://www.facebook.com/BBCnewsBurmese/posts/4128417047214149

54 https://www.facebook.com/myanmarnownews/posts/2108039016010492

53 https://www.tachileik.net/mm/news/26622

52 https://www.facebook.com/NUGmyanmar/posts/118006803753293
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further demonstration of the depths to which the regime will sink in order to hold onto

power60.

16 May The junta set up a military tribunal to take actions against the people participating in the

attack together with Chinland Defense Force in Mindat61.

The Prime Minister Mahn Win Khaing Than from NUG requests the civilians during his

speech to understand as it takes time to be a well-equipped People Defense Army62.

A leader from Chinland Defense Force said the abducted 3 police officers and an

informer will be punished to death as SAC did not respond to the exchange of detainees.

The SAC detained over 60 civilians and those were beaten during interrogation63.

Shooting between junta troops and civilian resistance fighters in Chin State’s Mindat

continued in the west of the town on Sunday, despite the regime occupying the town on

Saturday. Around eight resistance fighters have been killed and approximately 20 were

injured in shootouts64.

Union Ministers of National Unity Government, Chair and members of CRPH, leaders of

civilians from Mindat and local MPs met for the crisis of Mindat and looked for the

solution on safety, health and emergency humanitarian support to those who are forced

to flee65.

Prepared by,

Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)

17 May 2021, 1.30 pm (Bangkok time)

65 https://www.facebook.com/NUGmyanmar/posts/118359787051328

64 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chin-civilian-resistance-continues-to-fight-myanmars-junta.html

63 https://www.facebook.com/khitthitnews/posts/1196846600752684

62 https://www.facebook.com/385165108587508/posts/1197015164069161/

61 https://www.gnlm.com.mm/military-tribunal-to-take-effective-action-against-terrorists-in-mindat/

60 https://www.facebook.com/122393807842447/posts/3956573411091115/
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