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Today, the Network for Human Rights Documentation-Burma (ND-Burma) releases Rights-
Based Reform: ASEAN Five Years on from the 5-Point Consensus. This latest briefing
paper calls attention to the lack of meaningful action by ASEAN, specifically the 5-Point
Consensus (5PC), which has failed in its credibility and implementation. The people of
Burma reject the 5PC and have repeatedly called for its reform. ASEAN must acknowledge
the reality that the junta has never intended to adhere to the 5PC. As violence continues
to wage in the country, urgent action and attention by the regional bloc is long overdue.

The 5PC is based on five key pillars: a halt to the violence, inclusive dialogue, mediation
through a special envoy, and unrestricted access for humanitarian aid. Five years later,
civil society organizations continue to call for a response that acknowledges the people's
aspirations, including by ensuring that the military junta is denied any position of power,
authority, or legitimacy. The junta’s relentless violence and deliberate attacks on
democratic forces undermine protections for vulnerable groups. It is also indicative of
their refusal to adhere to calls to end the ongoing air and ground strikes.

The military junta has continued to escape accountability for its actions. The lack of
international response has only encouraged the regime to violate the human rights of
ordinary people, perpetuating the cycle of impunity. A new approach by ASEAN is
urgently required. In this latest briefing paper, ND-Burma members reiterate the ongoing
calls by civil society for ASEAN to sever all ties with the terrorist junta and provide
protection and support to all those affected by the regime’s ongoing human rights
violations and the weaponization of humanitarian aid. Additionally, the paper calls on
ASEAN to pursue justice in Burma by holding the military accountable for perpetrating
war crimes and crimes against humanity, and to prioritize justice and accountability
under international law.



Moving forward, ASEAN needs to work with partners to increase pressure on the junta to
end ongoing attacks on civilians. At the same time, it should expand humanitarian access
through local civil society networks that support vulnerable groups. The 5PC must be
reformed and not accepted as the sole tool for holding the junta accountable. Active
efforts are essential to protect civilians, secure the release of political prisoners, and
allow the free flow of life-saving humanitarian aid through cross-border channels to reach
all areas without restrictions.

While ASEAN shares the concern of the people when it comes to stability, this cannot be
achieved by a military regime that bombs its citizens and imprisons critics. True stability
is only possible by supporting Burma’s pro-democracy movement, listening to their needs,
and setting conditions that protect civilians while allowing real political participation.
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The Network for Human Rights Documentation-Burma (ND-Burma) comprises 13 organizations representing diverse ethnic
nationalities, women, and former political prisoners. Since 2004, ND-Burma member organizations have documented human
rights abuses and advocated for justice on behalf of victims. The network has nine full members and four affiliate members.
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