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T he Republic  o f  the Union o f  M yanm ar w elcom es the interac tive dialogue with the High 
C om m issioner for H um an R ights on M yanm ar, as w ell as O H C H R 's corresponding report on 
the ' S ituation o f  hum an rights in M yanm ar since 1 February 2 0 2 2 '.1

High C om m issioner T urk was blunt in telling the H um an R ights Council that " [t]he disregard 
and contem pt fo r hum an life and hum an rights that are continuously dem onstrated  by the 
m ilitary constitute an outrage to the conscience o f  hum anity ."2

O H C H R  has also delivered a strong report  on the ' catastrophic ' hum an rights situation in 
M yanm ar and the illegal m ilitary ju n ta ’s grave hum an rights v iolations and probable crim es 
against hum anity and w ar crim es. Further, its report catalogues som e o f  the constructive actions 
taken by the N ational U nity G overnm ent consistent with M yanm ar’s international obligations.

O H C H R ’s collective updates are strikingly fam iliar in their content and findings. Each periodic 
report since the ju n ta ’s failed pow er grab  in 2021 has recorded fresh peaks in m urders, 
executions, disappearances, torture, sexual v iolence, and the ju n ta ’s b locking o f  hum anitarian 
aid and use o f  forced displacem ent and starvation as tactics o f  war.

E m boldened by ' continuous and absolute im punity ',3 the ju n ta  has intensified its use o f  heavy 
w eapons against civilians over the past year. A ccording to H igh C om m issioner Tu rk, a irs tr ikes 
against civilian locations increased by 141% and artillery shelling o f  com m unities, including 
hospitals, schools and p laces o f  w orship, increased by over 100 % .4

O H C H R  has also docum ented clear ju n ta  acts o f  terro r and collective punishm ent, including 
villagers being burned alive, the hostage-taking o f  children, and a 1,200%  increase in houses 
burnt or destroyed in ju n ta  operations.5 Significantly , O H C H R  attributes these wi despread and 
system atic atrocities to  the ju n ta ’s leadership:

O H C H R  docum ented consistent tactics and patterns o f  abuse across the country 
confirm ing that the m ilitary operates as a solid and coherent structure, im plying

1A/HRC/52/21.
2See 'Statement by Volker Turk, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 6 March 2023'.
3 A/HRC/52/21 at para. 5.
4See 'Statement by Volker Turk'.
5 See A/HRC/52/21 at para. 21 and High Commissioner Turk's statement.
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know ledge o f  its leadership o f  com m ission o f  atrocities and/ or, at m inim um , failures to 
foreseeably prevent them .6

A ccountability  is essential. On b eh alf o f  M yanm ar, the N ational Unity G overnm ent w e lcom es 
O H C H R ’s call for the Security Council to  refer the situation in the country to  the International 
C rim inal C ourt (IC C ), as well as its acknow ledgm ent that no public response has yet been 
issued by the ICC to the N ational U nity G overnm ent’s July 2021 statem ent accepting  the 
C ourt’s ju risd ic tion  for crim es com m itted  in M yanm ar since 1 July 2002 .7

Furtherm ore, there has been no discern ible im provem ent in the lives o f  the Rohingya despite 
the  generosity  o f  M yanm ar’s neighbours. The R ohingya arc no c loser to returning hom e, with 
O H C H R  reporting  that conditions in R akhinc State rem ain unconducive for safe returns and 
that persistent security  concerns have w orsened .8 Yet this situation does not rem ove the 
N ational U nity G overnm ent’s responsibility  to  the Rohingya, including m uch needed progress 
on citizenship rights. O H C H R ’s report acknow ledges that the N ational Unity G overnm ent ' has 
com m itted  to abolish ing the N ational V erification system  and adopting a new and inclusive 
citizenship law in accordance with its 2021 " Policy Position on the Rohingya in R akhine 
State"'.9  W e stand by these com m itm ents.

The National U nity G overnm ent also accepts O H C H R ’s calls on all parties to adhere to their 
international obligations, to ensure full, unrestricted, predictable hum anitarian  access to all 
persons in need, and to cooperate with international hum an rights and accountability  
m echanism s. Further, we support H igh C om m issioner T urk ’s entreaty that all parties 
strengthen their efforts to ensure civilian protection.

F inally, the N ational Unity G overnm ent fully endorses the High C om m issioner’s call on the 
Council to respect the dem ocratic will o f  the M yanm ar people. To High C om m issioner Turk:

[t]he elections o f  N ovem ber 2020 m ade clear that w hat the people o f  the country w anted 
w as to continue the hard-w on path o f  dem ocratic  reform . It is critical that the co u n try 's  
future is decided by a process led by the people o f  M yanm ar.10

On b eh alf o f  the Republic o f  the Union o f  M yanm ar, the N ational U nity G overnm ent will 
continue to serve in accordance with the dem ocratic will o f  the people as expressed in 2020 
and consistent w ith M yanm ar’s intern ational obligations. W e will also strengthen our 
partnerships w ith UN M em ber States to translate recent international m om entum  on M yanm ar, 
including at the Security C ouncil, into tangible im pact on the ground.

* * *

6 A/HRC/52/21 At para. 11.
7 A/HRC/52/21 at paras. 76 and 65.
8 A/HRC/52/21 at para. 39.
9 A/HRC/52/21 at para. 43.
10See 'Statement by Volker Turk'.
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