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Announcement o f  the Legal Counsel for the G a m bia-M yanm ar case at the

International Court of Justice

The National Unity G overnm ent (N U G ) takes seriously its duty to the victims o f  violence, 

and is com m itted to pursuing justice  for all those w ho have been the victims o f  military 

aggression.

The case currently before the International Court o f  Justice concerning military operations 

against the Rohingya in 2 016 and 2017 is therefore o f  the highest importance to the NUG 

and to all the people o f  M yanmar.

W e have already announced the appointment o f  United Nations A m bassador U Kyaw 

M oe Tun as acting alternate agent, the only person authorised to engage with the Court 

on  beha lf  o f  M yanmar.

The National Unity Governm ent has also informed the Court o f  its decision to withdraw 

the preliminary objections, so as to proceed to consider the merits o f  the case.

W e a re today announcing new legal team to work with A m bassador Kyaw M oe Tun and 

the National Unity Government to take forward M y an m ar’s case. This team consists of: 

Professor Jean-M arc T houven in : Professor T h o u venin is Secretary-General o f  The Hague 

A cadem y o f  International Law, Associate M em ber o f  the Institut de Droit International, 

and Professor at the University Paris Nanterre. H e is M em ber o f  the Board o f  the French 

Society for International Law and o f  the Editorial Board o f  the Annuaire Francais de Droit 

International. He is a Partner o f  the Paris Law Firm Sygn a Partners, and since 1992 has 

acted and acts as counsel and advocate before the International Court o f  Justice, the 

Perm anent Court o f  Arbitration, the International Tribunal for the Law o f  the Sea, and the 

European Court o f  Justice.

Steven Pow les QC: M r Powles is a specialist criminal lawyer in international courts with 

particular expertise in hum an rights, false imprisonment and war crimes. He has appeared
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before the European Court o f  Hum an Rights and other international tribunals, and is the 

author o f  a leading practitioner text on international law.

The N UG will work closely with its legal team to advance its case at the International 

Court o f  Justice.

At the sam e time, the National Unity G overnm ent continues to gather and submit evidence 

o f  hum an rights abuses. It has granted jurisd ic tion  to the International Crim inal Court for 

all crim es covered by the Rome Statute since 2002, and it seeks the support o f  all those 

w ho care about human rights and ju s t ice  to work with it for the good o f  the people o f  

M yanmar.
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