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Statem e nt by D r Sasa regarding U SA  and UK sanctions on  military  Generals ’ business 

M yanm ar Econom ic Corporation (M EC ) and M yanm ar Econom ic Holdings Limited (M E H L)

I am  delighted and grateful to learn today that the USA  and UK have once again show n strong global 

leadership targeting coordinated sanctions on the illegitimate military regime in Myanm ar.

The military regime has stolen democracy and freedom from our people and then poured out atrocities 

against innocent civilians. I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the USA  and UK, w ho have 

taken a stand for the people of M yanm ar w ho have suffered so  much and for so long. These sanctions 

target the source of wealth and Income of military Generals w ho have killed innocent people and 

committed ethnic cleansing against the Kachin, Karen, Kayah, Shan, M on, Rakhine, Chin and 

Rohingya. These same Generals are guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity. They have 

repeatedly committed these crimes over many years. Specifically, in 1988 and 1997 when they killed 
hundreds of innocent unarmed students. In 2007 when they stood against peace-loving Buddhist monks 

during the Saffron revolution. In 2017 against the Rohingya population and now  again in 2021, where they 
have killed more than 300 on the streets of M yanm ar and illegally detained more than 2500 Including 

democratically elected leaders, our State Counsellor Daw  Aung San Suu Kyi and our President, U W in Myint.

These same military Generals have stolen both our country’s wealth and our freedom by their smoking 

guns. These two holding companies, M yanm ar Economic Corporation (MEC) and Myanm ar Economic 
Holdings Limited (MEHL) have for many years been the means by which the military Generals have 

plundered our nation 's riches and wealth for their ow n advantage. They continue to use this wealth to kill, 

destroy and wipe out the people of Myanmar.

W e have been calling on the world to take targeted coordinated tougher sanctions, both economically and 

diplomatically. W ithout these, the military Generals will never understand what they have done. They have 

no regard for the sanctity of life, hum an rights, democracy, justice and international law. They have turned 

the military into a project to protect themselves rather than the people. They have used the armed forces 

to keep themselves in power at the expense of the people. They are content to live In a nation where they 

can murder people on the streets, and as long as they are in power, my people, the people of M yanm ar, 

have no future.

The international community must continue to use all the power it has to weaken and stop the Tatmadaw 

military Generals, whose illegitimate actions cannot be allowed to be repeated again and again in the 
history of Myanm ar. The threat to their personal finances, to the world and to their Income, matters more 

to them than the freedom  of our people, peaceful and courageous people of Myanm ar. Through stronger, 

tougher, coordinated, targeted sanctions, the military Generals, their families and their supporters will 

finally start to bear som e of the consequences of their crimes.

I therefore, urge all heads of governments and states around the world, to please follow the leadership of 

the USA  and the UK, cooperating together and Imposing targeted, stronger and tougher sanctions against 

the illegitimate military regime, the individuals in charge, the military companies and their subsidiaries, 

including sanctions on  their business on financial, insurance services, oil and gas, timber and Jem stone.


