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M onsoon ra inclouds loom  overhead as 

M oham ed A m in  (facing cam era centre) 

and o the r fam ily  m em bers  rebuild  the ir 

she lte r w h ich  w as  destroyed during 

heavy m onsoon rains on the  n igh t o f 

Ju ly  6 2019. In the  space o f 25 days in 

July, au tho ritie s  in the  vast Rohingya 

cam ps had to  ass is t over 5 ,700 re fugee 

househo lds w ith  dam aged she lters.





FRUSTRATION IN A FRAGILE SETTING

For th e  la s t tw o  ye a rs , m ore  than  9 0 0 ,0 0 0  

s ta te le s s  R ohingya re fu g e e s  liv ing in th e  

ca m p s  o f  s o u th e a s t B ang ladesh  have fo cu sed  

on s tay ing  alive.

N e w  in fra s tru c tu re  and e ffo r ts  a im ed  at 

p rov id in g  th e  bas ics  o f  hea lth  care, nu tritio n , 

and w a te r, sa n ita tion  and hyg iene , have 

im p ro ve d  co n d itio n s  fo r  th e  ch ild ren  and 

fa m ilie s  w h o  fle d  p e rse cu tio n  and v io le n ce  in 

M yanm ar.

B u t as th e  re fu g e e  c ris is  d rags on, ch ild ren

and yo u n g  peop le  are c la m ou rin g  fo r m ore  

than  surv iva l; th e y  w a n t q u a lity  e d u ca tio n  th a t 

can p rov ide  a path to  a m ore  hope fu l fu tu re .

"I s tu d ie d  six  su b je c ts  back in M ya n m a r,"  

said A bdu llah , 18, w h o  lives in th e  K u tupa long  

re fu g e e  cam p, th e  la rge s t in th e  w o rld . "B u t 

w h e n  I a rrived  here , th e re  w a s  no w a y  I cou ld  

c o n tin u e ."

" I f  w e  do n o t g e t e d u ca tio n  in th e  cam ps,

I th in k  ou r s itu a tio n  is go ing  to  be d ire ,"  he 

added.

Ruma Akter, 10, 
picks spinach leaves 
th a t her fam ily  g row  
on the  ro o f o f the ir 
she lte r in Kutupalong 
re fugee. M any fam ilies 
g ro w  vegetab les to 
sup p lem e n t the  ra tions 
o f rice and dal th a t 
the y  rece ive fro m  aid 
agencies.
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M a rke t in the 
M oynerghena re fugee 
cam p.

The R ohingya fo u n d  re fu g e  a m ong  an a lready 

vu ln e ra b le  p o pu la tion  in th e  C ox's  Bazar 

d is tric t. A s  o f  A u g u s t 2019, a to ta l o f  1.2 

m illion  peop le  -  inc lud ing  6 8 3 ,0 0 0  ch ild ren  -  

w e re  in need o f  hum an ita rian  assis tance.

The va s t m a jo r ity  o f  th e  re c e n t a rriva ls live 

in f lim s y  bam boo  and ta rp a u lin  s h e lte rs  in 

w h a t is e ffe c tiv e ly  th e  w o r ld 's  la rge s t re fu g e e  

cam p. It is a p lace w h e re  -  d e sp ite  a sense  o f  

s ta b ility  -- th e  dange rs  o f  eve ryd a y  life  rem a in  

all to o  real.

B e tw e e n  21 A pril and 18 J u ly  2019, re fu g e e  

cam p a u th o rit ie s  reco rded  42 in ju ries  and 10

fa ta lit ie s , inc lud ing  s ix ch ild ren , because  o f 

m o n so o n  w ea the r.

The  ro o t causes o f  th e  v io le n ce  th a t d rove  th e  

R oh ingya  fro m  M yan m a r rem a in  un reso lved . 

C o n d itio n s  have no t been e s ta b lish ed  th a t 

w o u ld  a llo w  th e  re fu g e e s  to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  

hom es. The  re s u lt is th a t th e  Rohingya 

re fu g e e s  w ill rem a in  in B ang ladesh  fo r  th e  

im m e d ia te  fu tu re .

" I f  anyone  goes back to  M yanm ar, th e re  is 

no s a fe ty ,"  said Ro S a w yeddo llah , 18. "S o m e  

peop le  th in k  to  go to  a fo re ig n  coun try , bu t 

it 's  n o t good to  try  to  leave. A t  lea s t w e  are 

to g e th e r  h e re ."

BEYO N D  SURVIVAL 7
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Rozina A ktar teaches Level 4 s tud en ts  a t a 
U N ICEF-supported Learning C entre  in Kutupalong, 

w h e re  a n e w  curricu lum  is being ro lled out. 

"E duca tion - takes people fro m  the  darkness and 

brings the m  into the  ligh t," said Rozina. "W h a t 

drives m e is the  s tu d e n ts ' am b ition  to  learn."

' p '



Ml EDUCATION

FIRST STEPS TOWARDS 
QUALITY LEARNING

For ch ild ren  and yo u n g  peop le , th e  p ro trac ted  

s ta te  o f  lim b o  has a w o ke n  an in te n se  desire  

fo r  lea rn ing  o p p o rtu n itie s  th a t  p repare  th e m  

fo r  th e  fu tu re .

W h e n  th e  huge  in flu x  o f  re fu g e e s  began 

in 2017, UNICEF and p a rtne rs  responded  

by s e ttin g  up la rge n u m b e rs  o f  Learn ing 

C e n tre s  in th e  cam ps. For ch ild ren  unable 

to  fin d  space  in th e  C en tres , o th e r o p tio ns  

have e m e rg e d : re lig io us  sch o o ls  (m adrasas) 

p rov ide  fre e  lessons  in Koranic s tu d ie s , A rab ic 

and o th e r su b je c ts ; and p riva te  and g roup  

tu to rs  o ffe r  c lasses fo r  th o s e  w h o  can a ffo rd  

th e m .

By Ju n e  2019, th e  overa ll e d uca tion  sec to r 

had p rov ided  n on -fo rm a l e d u ca tio n  to

2 80 ,0 0 0  ch ild ren  aged 4 to  14. UNICEF 

and its  pa rtn e rs  have ensu red  access to  

lea rn ing  fo r 192 ,000  o f  th o s e  ch ild ren ,

en ro lle d  in 2 ,167 Learn ing  C entres.

A t th e  sam e t im e , th is  leaves a gap o f  over

25 ,000  ch ild ren  n o t a tte n d in g  any learn ing 

p ro g ra m m e s , w h ile  an add itiona l 640  learn ing 

ce n tre s  are needed.

F u rth e rm o re , an e s tim a te d  97 per c e n t o f 

a d o le sce n ts  and yo u th  aged 15 to  18 years  

are n o t en ro lle d  in any ty p e  o f  lea rn ing  fac ility .

Paren ts are co n ce rn e d  th a t th e  longe r th e ir  

ch ild ren  are dep rive d  o f  ed u ca tio n , th e  

g re a te r th e  r isk  th a t th e y  w ill be exp o sed  to  

e x p lo ita tio n  and abuse.

"E d u ca te d  peop le  have a va lue  w h e re v e r  th e y  

a re ,"  said M o h a m e d  H usse in , w h o  sends  tw o  

o f  his ch ild ren  to  a Learn ing  C e n tre  in C am p 

18. "W h e th e r  m y  son goe s  back to  M yan m a r 

or to  M alays ia  or a n y w h e re  e lse , th e  sam e  is 

tru e ."

Teachers like 19 year-old 
Ruma A khtar have been 
recru ited  from  the  local 
Bangladeshi com m unity .

© 
U

N
IC

E
F/

U
N

03
26

95
9/

B
ro

w
n



© 
U

N
IC

E
F/

U
N

03
26

97
4/

B
ro

w
n

Relig ious schools 
have helped o ffse t 
the  shortage o f form al 
learning opportun ities  
in the  cam ps.

In a Learn ing  C en tre  c lassroom  deco ra ted  

w ith  co lo u rfu l f lo o r  m ats , w a ll cha rts  and a 

cha lkboard , ch ild ren  s it in a se m ic irc le  on 

th e  floor. A s  M o h a m m a d  A lam , 13, ponders  

a m ath  equ a tio n  in th e  e xe rc ise  book 

b e fo re  h im , he h e s ita te s  and fu r ro w s  his 

b row . G lancing  up, he ca tch es  th e  a tte n tio n  

o f  h is teacher, Rozina Aktar, w h o  m oves 

to  M o h a m e d 's  s ide  to  he lp  as th e  o the r 

s tu d e n ts  co n tin u e  th e ir  w o rk  in near s ilence .

A t f ir s t  g lance, th e  sce n e  in th e  Learn ing 

C en tre  m ay n o t seem  th a t d if fe re n t fro m  tw o  

yea rs  ago, w h e n  th e  e m e rg e n c y  resp o n se  to  

th e  in flu x  o f  re fu g e e s  began. B u t M o h a m m a d  

has no tice d  a change.

"N o w  w e  have a b e tte r  plan (fo r le a rn ing )," 

he said. " I t 's  n o t like  b e fo re ."

A t th is  Learn ing  C en tre , and in a g ro w in g  

n u m b e r o f  o th e rs , UNICEF and pa rtne rs  

have begun e ffo r ts  to  p rov ide  a m ore  

c o m p re h e n s iv e  lea rn ing  approach.

" In  th e  b e g inn ing , w ith o u t m a te ria ls  or a 

cu rricu lu m  fra m e w o rk  o f  any kind, Learn ing 

C e n tre s  w e re  m o s tly  a b o u t p lay and 

d ra w in g ,"  said C harles  A ve lino , E duca tion  

M an a g e r w ith  UNICEF C ox's  Bazar Field 

O ffice . "N o w  w e  have tu rn e d  a corner. W e 're  

s ta rtin g  to  p u t in place co m p e te n cy -b a se d  

learn ing , s ta rtin g  w ith  th e  lo w e r (grade) 

leve ls . Th is  m arks  a q u a lita tive  ju m p  to w a rd s  

th e  k ind o f  e d u ca tio n  th e s e  ch ild ren  n e e d ."

The  q u a lita tive  ju m p  invo lve s  learn ing 

m a te ria ls  de ve lo pe d  by UNICEF and 

pa rtn e rs  as pa rt o f  th e  Learn ing  C o m p e te n cy

BEYO N D  SURVIVAL 11
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F ra m e w o rk  and A pp ro ach  (LCFA). Teachers

-  s o m e  fro m  local B ang ladesh  c o m m u n it ie s  

or s u p p o rt s ta f f  re c ru ite d  fro m  a m ong  th e  

re fu g e e s  -  rece ive  tra in in g  on co n te n t, 

p e d agogy  and s tu d e n t asse ssm e n ts .

In add ition , g re a te r in te ra c tio n  b e tw e e n  

te a ch e rs  and s tu d e n ts  is e ncouraged  and 

s tu d y  m a te ria ls  p rov ide  s tru c tu re  to  th e  

lessons. M u ltip le  c e n tre s  are n o w  c lu s te re d  

in one  loca tion , a llo w in g  fo r  peer tra in in g . The

ce n tre  w h e re  M o h a m m a d  a tte n d s  c lasses  is 

one  o f  f ive  s e t on a rid ge  o ve rlo o k in g  pa rt o f 

th e  cam p.

M o h a m m a d  is n o t th e  on ly  s tu d e n t to  

a p p rec ia te  th e  change. H is c lassm ate , 

10-year-o ld Thahira, has e m b ra ce d  th e  n e w  

m ate ria ls  p rov ided  in B u rm e se  and English.

"I fe e l th a t n o w  I'm  m aking  p ro g re s s ,"  she 

said.

M oham m ad Alam 
is one o f the  firs t 
children to  be tau gh t 
using the  Learning 
C om petency 
F ram ew ork  and 
Approach (LCFA) 
developed by UNICEF 
and partners.

BIG ISSUES REMAIN

D e sp ite  im p ro v e m e n ts , th e  sca le  o f  th e  

e d u ca tio n  ch a llenge  rem a in s  fo rm id a b le .

In th e  co n g e s te d  cam ps, space  re s tr ic tio n s  

have cu rta ile d  educa tiona l o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r 

y o u n g e r ch ild ren .

A b o u t 640  add itiona l Learn ing  C en tre s  are 

s till needed , m a in ly  in th e  m ore  dense ly - 

p o pu la ted  cam ps.

E duca tion  fo r g irls  lags even fu r th e r  beh ind. 

In m o s t cases, w h e n  g irls  reach puberty ,

12 U N IC E F ADVOCACY ALERT A U G U S T  2019



Children a t a UNICEF 
learning space 
in Cam p 18, in 
Kutupalong re fugee 
cam p.

th e y  are w ith d ra w n  fro m  schoo l by th e ir  

fa m ilie s . S u rveys s u g g e s t th a t chang ing  th is  

long s tan d in g  p rac tice  w ill be ve ry  d iff icu lt. 

H ow eve r, in itia tive s  such  as s ing le  sex sh ifts  

in Learn ing  C en tre s , are be ing  te s te d .

The LCFA is be ing  ro lled  o u t p rog ress ive ly .

So far, Leve ls 1 and 2 have been app roved  by 

th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  B ang ladesh , w h ile  Leve ls 

3 and 4 are be ing p ilo ted . B u t expand ing  th e  

LCFA approach  to  reach m ore  advanced grade 

leve ls  w ill requ ire  c lose  co llabo ra tion  w ith  

th e  M ya n m a r and B ang ladesh g o ve rn m e n ts . 

W ith o u t it, th e  ta s k  o f  p roduc ing  a fu lly - 

deve lo pe d , reg u la te d  and c e rtif ie d  cu rricu lum  

w ill be daunting .

" A t  th e  m o m e n t, w e  are try in g  to  p rov ide  

e d u ca tio n  w ith in  t ig h t  re s tr ic t io n s ,"  said 

Tom oo H ozum i, UNICEF B angladesh 

R e p resen ta tive . " I t  m ay n o t be as h o lis tic  as 

w e  w o u ld  like b u t w e  s im p ly  ca n n o t w a it  until 

co n d itio n s  are p e rfe c t."

"W h a t w e  ask o f  bo th  g o v e rn m e n ts  is 

fle x ib ility  to  a llo w  th e  use o f  th e ir  educa tiona l 

reso u rce s  -  fo r exa m p le , cu rr icu lu m , 

a ss e s s m e n ts  and tra in in g  m anua ls  -  in o rde r 

to  o ffe r  th e  b e s t poss ib le  q u a lity  learn ing  fo r 

R ohingya c h ild re n ,"  he added.

BEYO N D  SURVIVAL 13
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ADOLESCENTS RISK MISSING OUT

The sense  o f  fru s tra tio n  a m ong  th e  te e na g e  

boys w h o  can be fo u n d  w h ilin g  a w a y  th e ir 

t im e  on th e  pa ths and w a lk w a y s  o f  th e  

cam ps is unm is ta ke a b le . The va s t m a jo r ity  o f 

te e n a g e rs  do n o t a tte nd  c lasses or tra in ing , 

and even yo u n g e r a d o le sce n ts  fin d  litt le  to  do 

in th e  cam p.

On th e  w o o d e d  o u ts k ir ts  o f  th e  re fu g e e  

cam p, a g roup  o f  boys fo ra g e  fo r c rabs in th e  

m u d d y  w a te rs  o f  th e  N a f River,

A bdu l Karim , 14, said he had en jo ye d  school 

un til he had a ro w  w ith  h is te a ch e r and 

d ropped  out. He says th a t  fo r  ado lescen ts , 

th e  ca m p s  can be a dan ge ro u s  place, 

e spec ia lly  at n igh t.

se ll (m e th a m p h e ta m in e ) to  m e ,"  A bdu l said. 

"T h e y  t ry  to  co n v in ce  m e  th a t i f  I se ll d rugs  I 

can m ake  m o n e y  and buy m ore  th in g s  fo r m y 

fa m ily ."

For a d o le sce n ts  like A bdu l Karim  and his 

fr ien d s , UNICEF and pa rtn e rs  have deve loped  

a round 100 A d o le s c e n t C lubs and e s tab lished  

a n e tw o rk  o f  y o u th  ce n tre s  th a t  o ffe r 

psychosoc ia l s u p p o rt and c lasses in literacy, 

num eracy, life  sk ills  and voca tio na l skills .

The  c e n tre s  are pa rt o f  a b roader UNICEF 

s tra te g y  to  expand  access to  in teg ra ted  

hea lth , p ro te c tio n , lea rn ing  and o th e r se rv ices  

fo r an e s tim a te d  123 ,000  a d o le scen ts  

b e tw e e n  age 12 and 18.

(From l to  r) Abdul 
Sukkor, 15, Abdul 
Rahman, 14, M oham m ad 
Saber, 13, A bdul Karim, 
14, and Shahid, 13, take 
a break fro m  catch ing 
crabs in the  river near 
the  re fugee cam p w h e re  
the y  live.

"P e o p le  in th e  cam ps are a lw a ys  try in g  to "O u r  aim  is to  he lp  equ ip  a d o le sce n ts  w ith

14 U N IC E F ADVOCACY ALERT A U G U S T  2019
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15 year-old Yasmin Ara 
has been a ttend ing 
classes at a UNICEF- 
supported  ado lescen t 
cen tre  fo r the  past fou r 
m onths.

th e  sk ills  th e y  need to  deal w ith  m any  risks 

th e y  e ncoun te r, such  as tra ffic k in g , abuse, 

and -  in th e  case o f  g irls  -  ch ild  m a rria g e ," 

said UNICEF B ang ladesh  R ep resen ta tive , 

T om oo H ozum i. " In  b roader te rm s , w e  are 

he lp ing  th is  ge n e ra tio n  o f  yo u th  bu ild  th e ir  

ide n tity , and m ake  th e m  pa rt o f  th e  so lu tion  

to  th e  d if f ic u lt  s itu a tio n  th e y  fin d  th e m s e lv e s  

in ."

A t one a d o le sce n t c e n tre  o p e ra ted  by BRAC, 

a UNICEF partner, Yasm in Ara, 15, learns to  

s e w  w ith  a g roup  o f  a b o u t 20 o th e r g irls  her 

age. The  c e n tre  te a ch e s  th e  g irls  ta ilo ring ,

e m b ro id e ry  and th e  s im p le  e lec trica l sk ills  

needed  to  insta ll and repa ir th e  so la r panels 

th a t are w id e ly  used  in th e  re fu g e e  cam ps. 

T he y  are sk ills  th a t can g e n e ra te  in co m e  -  

and a w a rd robe .

L ike m any  w ith  a d o le sce n t daugh te rs , 

Y asm in 's  pa re n ts  w e re  at f ir s t  re lu c ta n t 

to  send her to  th e  ce n tre . B u t one  o f  th e  

fa c ilita to rs  co n v in ce d  th e m  to  a llo w  her to  

a tte nd  classes.

"N o w  th e y  can see  th e  p rog re ss  I have 

m ade, th e y  are happy fo r m e  to  c o m e  h e re ,' 

Yasm in said.

BEYO N D  SURVIVAL 15



12 year-o ld  S harm in  A k ta r (l) 

and her cous in , S hahinoor, 15 

s e t up th e ir  o w n  learn ing  ce n tre  

w h e re  so m e  22 yo u n g  ch ild ren  

c o m e  each m orn in g  to  do extra  

B u rm e se  language lessons.

The c lass is one o f  m any  ad hoc 

p riva te  in it ia tive s  th a t have been 

s e t up to  m e e t th e  de m a n d  fo r  

learn ing.

"W e  co n c e n tra te  on te a ch ing  

th e  ch ild ren  B u rm e s e ,"  says 

Shahinoor. "W ith o u t  it, w h e n  

th e y  re tu rn  to  M yanm ar, th e y  

w o n 't  be able to  c o m m u n ic a te  

so its  "very- im p o r ta n t."  ' L 1

5‘ ■

i l  * r



“I am like a fish out of water”

18 year-o ld  Shafi U llah s tu d ie s  by 

h im s e lf fo r fo u r hou rs  a day. He 

speaks good English, b u t th e re  is 

n o w h e re  fo r h im  to  a tte nd  class.

" In  M yan m a r I s tu d ie d  B u rm ese , 

Eng lish , m a th s , b io logy, phys ics  and 

ch e m is try . For tw o  years , I have no t 

had th e  chance  to  s tudy. W e  are 

h u n g ry  to  do so b u t w e  d o n 't  have 

any chance  to  s tudy. I am like  a fish  

o u t o f  w a te r. I am  like  a b lind  boy ."



A Clarion Call for Education
T w o ye a rs  a fte r h u ndreds  o f  th o u sa n d s  

o f  R ohingya re fu g e e s  s ta rte d  a rriv ing  in 

th e  C ox 's  Bazar d is tr ic t o f  so u th e a s te rn  

B ang ladesh , th e  need fo r  se rv ices  rem a ins  

d ire. S till su b s tan tia l gaps e x is t in hea lth , 

n u tr it io n , ch ild  p ro te c tio n  and w a te r, 

sa n ita tion  and hyg iene  se rv ices.

A m id  all th e s e  p ress ing  needs, one  above  all 

o th e rs  has b e co m e  a c larion  call fo r action: 

Q u a lity  e d u ca tio n  and sk ills  d e ve lo p m e n t.

In any e n c o u n te r w ith  a re fu g e e  -  ch ild  

or a d u lt-c o n v e rs a tio n  q u ick ly  tu rn s  to  th e  

absence  o f  a fo rm a l learn ing  s y s te m , and 

th e  d e e p ly  tro u b lin g  im p lica tio n s  th a t has fo r 

th e  ch ild ren  and a d o le sce n ts  in th e  re fu g e e  

cam ps.

It is n o t hard to  see w h y : as th in g s  s tand, 

a g e n e ra tio n  o f  R oh ingya re fu g e e s  are n o t 

be ing  g iven  th e  chance  to  deve lo p  th e  

esse n tia l sk ills  th e y  need to  g u a ran tee  th e ir  

long -te rm  fu tu re , w h e re v e r  th e y  e ve n tu a lly  

se ttle .

W h e n  th e  huge  in flu x  o f  R oh ingya  re fu g e e s  

in to  C ox 's  Bazar to o k  p lace in 2017, fin d in g  

a sa fe  space  fo r  ch ild ren  to  learn w a s  one 

o f  th e  to p  p rio r it ie s  fo r  th e  in te rn a tio n a l 

ag e nc ies  lead ing  th e  resp o n se . In th e  early  

m o n th s  o f  th e  c ris is , n u m e ro u s  Learn ing  

C e n tre s  w e re  q u ick ly  c o n s tru c te d . Local 

B ang ladesh is  w e re  h ired  to  te a ch  a longs ide  

R oh ingya  vo lu n te e rs .

G iven th e  e n o rm o u s  co n s tra in ts , th is  w a s  a 

co n s id e ra b le  a ch ie ve m e n t.

For m any  ch ild ren  in th e  cam ps, th e  Learn ing 

C e n tre s  w e re  th e ir  f ir s t  e xp e rie n ce  in a 

c lassroom . The reassu rance  o f  be ing  in a 

caring , se cu re  e n v iro n m e n t he lped  m any 

on th e  path to  re co ve ry  fro m  th e  tra u m a tic  

e xp e rie n ce s  th a t d rove  th e m  fro m  M yanm ar. 

It a lso co n trib u te d  to  h igh ra tes  o f  schoo l 

a ttendance .

B u t even  in th is  in itia l phase, th e  

s h o rtc o m in g s  o f  th e  in fo rm a l c lasses w e re  

soon obv ious.

Rohingya Children in 
a UNICEF-supported 
Learning Centre.



W ith o u t p rope r te a ch in g  and s tu d y  m a te ria ls , 

te a ch e rs  had to  im p ro v ise . C h ild ren  ga ined 

basic n u m e ra cy  and read ing  sk ills  in English 

and B u rm e se , b u t n o t m uch  e lse. For 

ch ild ren  and a d o le sce n ts  o lde r th a n  14, th e re  

w e re  no e d uca tion  o p p o rtu n itie s  ava ilab le  at 

all.

F ortuna te ly , th e  s itu a tio n  is changing . The 

Learn ing  C o m p e te n c y  F ra m e w o rk  and 

A pp roach  (LCFA), a s tru c tu re d  s e t o f  te a ch ing  

and lea rn ing  m ate ria ls , is be ing p ro g re ss ive ly  

in tro d u ce d  w ith  lessons  des ig n ed  fo r ch ild ren  

aged 4 to  14 in E nglish , M a th e m a tic s , and 

B u rm e se  as w e ll as L ife  S kills  (fo r Leve ls 1 

and 2) and S c ience  (fo r Leve ls  3 and 4). The 

c o n trib u tio n  to  th is  und erta k in g  o f  our va rious 

p a rtne rs  -- e sp e c ia lly  th e  nationa l NG O s -- has 

been im m e n se .

The fe e d b a ck  has been p o s itive  fro m  

s tu d e n ts , te a ch e rs  and paren ts . B u t th e re  

is s till m uch  to  im p rove . W e  n o w  have th e  

ta s k  o f  re fin in g  and expand ing  th e  learn ing 

p rocess, w h ile  m ak ing  it ava ilab le  to  all 

ch ild ren  and a d o le sce n ts  in th e  re fu g e e  

cam ps.

It is an e n o rm o u s  und erta k in g  fo r sure.

W h ile  s tre n g th e n in g  th e  q u a lity  o f  learn ing

fo r  yo u n g e r ch ild ren , an e n tire  a d o le sce n t 

cu rricu lu m  needs to  be e s ta b lish ed , o ffe rin g  

fo u nd a tio n a l sk ills  in lite racy  and n u m e ra cy  

a longs ide  m o re  practica l voca tiona l sk ills  

th a t can tra n s la te  in to  o p p o rtu n itie s  in 

e n tre p re n e u rsh ip .

Th is ta s k  can o n ly  be ach ieved  and ta ke n  to  

sca le  w ith  th e  fu ll backing  o f  a w id e  range 

o f  pa rtn e rs  inc lud ing , m o s t critica lly , th e  

g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  M yan m a r and B angladesh. 

Having access to  local reso u rce s  such  as 

te a ch e rs  w ith  th e  requ ired  language  sk ills , 

lea rn ing  m ate ria ls  and s tu d e n t a s s e s s m e n t 

to o ls  w ill be v ita l to  success.

The in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  m u s t a lso 

play its  part, m ak ing  ava ilab le  th e  reso u rce s  

needed  fo r  such  a large hum an ita rian  

undertak ing .

The s ta ke s  are h igh, and t im e  is aga ins t us. A  

g e n e ra tio n  o f  ch ild ren  is g ro w in g  o lde r day by 

day, and w e  m u s t m ake  su re  th e y  do no t lose 

hope  in th e ir  fu tu re s . W e  ca n n o t a ffo rd  to  fa il 

th e m .

Tomoo Hozumi
UNICEF R ep re se n ta tive , Bangladesh
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MEETING 
THE NEEDS 

OF ROHINGYA 
REFUGEE CHILDRE

9 year-old M oham m ad Ibrahim  surveys the  dam age 

done by heavy m onsoon rains th a t flooded parts o f 

Kutupalong re fuge e  cam p in Ju ly  2019.
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A  lack o f  e d u ca tio n  is on ly  one  o f  th e  

o b s ta c le s  ch ild ren  and fa m ilie s  fa ce  in th e  

C ox 's  Bazar d is tric t. A s  th e  e m e rg e n cy  

resp o n se  co n tin ue s , it  has be co m e

inc rea s in g ly  im p o rta n t to  p rov ide  se rv ices  th a t 

bu ild  b ridges  to  th e  local co m m u n ity , p ro te c t 

ch ild re n 's  hea lth  and n u trit io n , and o ffe r  safe 

w a te r  and san ita tion .

BUILDING BRIDGES 
BETWEEN THE COMMUNITIES

T hough  B ang ladesh  and its  peop le  have 

s h o w n  im m e n s e  ge n e ro s ity , th e  arrival o f  

th e  re fu g e e s  has had a s ig n ific a n t socia l and 

e c o n o m ic  im p a c t on th e  local p opu la tion , and 

on th e  fra g ile  land and fo re s t reso u rce s  in th e  

area.

T hough  so m e  b u s in e sses  have b e n e fite d

fro m  th e  re fu g e e  in flux , th e  b e n e fits  have 

been accom p a n ie d  by r is ing  in fla tio n , lo w e r 

da ily  w a g e s  and tra ff ic  co n g e s tio n  on th e  

n a rro w  roads lead ing to  th e  cam ps.

The re fu g e e  c ris is  p laced s tre s s  on 

c o m m u n it ie s  th a t a lready had s o m e  o f  th e  

w o rs t  in d ica to rs  fo r ch ild re n 's  w e ll-b e in g  in

Heavy tra ffic  a t the 
en trance to  Kutupalong 
re fugee  cam p.
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A  deep w a te r w e ll w ill soon 
occupy w h a t used to  be 
one o f fa rm er Syed Karim 's 
paddy fie lds. The w e ll w ill 
supp ly  the  nearby Rohingya 
re fugee cam p. " I w a s  a 
landlord and no w  I am a day 
labourer," says Karim. "Th is  
land w as  m y incom e ."

B angladesh. A s  a resu lt, UNICEF and o th e r 

agenc ies  have paid c lose  a tte n tio n  to  local 

c o m m u n ity  needs as th e y  resp o n d e d  to  th e  

re fu g e e  em ergency .

T hese  e ffo r ts  have inc luded  screen ing  

ch ild ren  fo r  acu te  m a ln u tr it io n , co n s tru c tin g  

new , d eep  w e lls  fo r w a te r  and p rov id ing  

hea lth  co n s u lta tio n s  fo r  th o u s a n d s  o f 

yo u n g  ch ild ren  in g o v e rn m e n t fa c ilit ie s  and 

c o m m u n ity  c lin ics.

In Ju ly  2019, UNICEF and C oast, a partner, 

opened  th re e  n e w  H o s t C o m m u n ity  

M u ltip u rp o s e  C e n tre s  (M P C s), w h e re  m ale  

and fe m a le  a d o le sce n ts  learn life  sk ills  

inc lud ing  ta ilo ring  and co m p u tin g .

S harm in  C hum ki, 16, w a s  a m ong  a b o u t 160 

a d o le scen ts  w h o  jo in e d  one  ce n tre  near 

K u tupa long  re fu g e e  cam p.

"T h e  ce n tre  has g iven  m e  a n e w  lease o f  

life ,"  S harm in  said, "a nd  a chance  to  earn 

so m e  o f  m y  o w n  m o n e y ."

M e a n w h ile , a n u m b e r o f  a d o le sce n t c lubs 

p rov ide  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  re fu g e e  and local 

c o m m u n ity  ch ild ren  to  in te rac t.

M arjahan R um i is a fa c ilita to r  at a ce n tre  

run by UNICEF pa rtn e r C O D EC  in Lam basia 

re fu g e e  cam p. S om e  40 ch ild ren  fro m  both 

re fu g e e  and h o s t c o m m u n ity  p opu la tions  

co m e  here  to  d iscu ss  shared issues such  as 

early  m arriage, re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  boys, and 

dangers  posed by d rugs  and tra ffic k in g .

The m ain o b je c tive  is to  m ake  th e m  

c o m fo rta b le  to g e th e r, and less sh y ,"  said 

M arjahan. "T h is  is he lp ing  bu ild  a b e tte r 

re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  c o m m u n it ie s ."
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DARKNESS EXPOSES WOMEN 
AND GIRLS TO DANGER

A w ay fro m  busier areas, 
w o m e n  and girls can be 
at risk.

A s th e  s itu a tio n  fo r  R oh ingya  re fu g e e s  has 

b e co m e  inc rea s in g ly  p ro tra c ted , ensu rin g  th a t 

th e  m o s t vu ln e ra b le  ch ild ren  -- e sp e c ia lly  g irls  

and ch ild ren  w ith  d isa b ilitie s  -- are sh ie lded  

fro m  v io lence , tra ff ic k in g  and o th e r th re a ts , 

rem a in s  as c ritica l as ever.

D e sp ite  in v e s tm e n ts  in s tre e t ligh ts , n igh t 

can be pa rticu la rly  d a nge rous  fo r  g irls  and 

w o m e n , e sp e c ia lly  on th e  tre k  to  to ile t 

fac ilitie s .

"W h e n  th e  w o m e n  and g irls  go in to  th e  

w a s h ro o m  a t n igh t, th e y  are o fte n  ha ra sse d ," 

said 15 year-o ld  A zida B egum . "W h e n  th is

happens w e  sc ream , b u t th e re  are n o t a lw ays 

peop le  to  he lp  u s ."

S om e  fa m ilie s  try  to  so lve  th e  p ro b le m  by 

ins ta lling  p rim itiv e  w a s h in g  spaces a ttached  

to  th e ir  sh e lte rs . O th e rs  send  a m a le  re la tive  

to  a cco m p a n y  fe m a le  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  to  th e  

to ile t.

" In c re a se d  gender-based  v io le n ce  is part 

o f  a b roader and ve ry  w o rry in g  tre n d ,"  

says UNICEF C ox 's  Bazar Child  P ro tec tion  

M anager, W illiam  Kollie. "G ir ls  can be v ic t im s  

in d if fe re n t w a ys , so  fa m ilie s  t ry  to  p ro te c t 

th e ir  d a u gh te rs  in d if fe re n t w a y s  -  pe rhaps

24 U N IC E F ADVOCACY ALERT A U G U S T  2019
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by arrang ing  fo r  th e m  to  m arry  younge r, or by 

try in g  to  sm u g g le  th e m  o u t o f  th e  cam p  and 

ab ro a d ."

D e p a rtm e n t o f  Social S e rv ices  p rov ide  

m o n e ta ry  s u p p o rt to  ease  so m e  o f  th e  

financ ia l bu rdens.

Due to  the ir disability, 13 
year old Jahangir and his 
s is te r Hadia, 10, depend 
heavily on m em bers  o f 
the ir fo s te r fam ily.

To s u p p o rt w o m e n  and g irls , UNICEF and its 

p a rtne rs  have s e t up a se ries  o f  s ta tic  and 

m ob ile  Safe  S paces, as w e ll as ou treach  

a c tiv it ie s  in th e  cam ps. S ta ff  are tra in e d  to  

advise  w o m e n  w h o  have been v ic t im s  o f 

v io lence .

For ch ild ren  w h o  live  in th e  ca m p s  w ith  

fo s te r  fa m ilie s , UNICEF and th e  B angladesh

D isab led  ch ild ren  are esp e c ia lly  vu lne rab le . 

Jahang ir A llam , 13, and h is s is te r, Hadia 

B egum , 10, w e re  bo th  d isab led  by polio. 

N e ith e r can a tte n d  schoo l, due  to  th e  long 

d is ta n ce  o ve r uns tab le  te rra in  to  th e  nearest 

lea rn ing  cen tre .

"I w a n t to  go to  schoo l, b u t it 's  to o  d iff ic u lt, 

even  w ith  m y  w h e e lc h a ir ,"  Jahang ir said.
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Remembering a daughter who vanished

"T h re e  m o n th s  ago, A sm a  w e n t  to  th e  

m a rk e t and she  neve r cam e  h o m e ,"  she  

says. "I ke p t look ing  e v e ry w h e re , I th in k  

s o m e b o d y  to o k  her a w a y ."

"W h e n  I sm e ll her d ress , I re m e m b e r 

e ve ry th in g  a b o u t A s m a ."

" A t  f ir s t  th e y  c ried  all th e  t im e , and 

asked: "W h e n  w ill w e  see A sm a  again? 

W h e n  is she  co m ing  h o m e ? " B u t n o w  

th e y  d o n 't  cry. T hey are s ile n t."
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AT THE MERCY OF TRAFFICKERS

Abdul Aziz (r) to o k  the  risk 
o f paying tra fficke rs  to  
sm ugg le  his children to 
M a laysia  w h e re  he hoped 
the y  w o u ld  find  a be tte r 
life. Instead, the  children 
w e re  held fo r ransom  and 
on ly re leased a fte r m ore 
m oney w a s  paid.

In such  an e n v iro n m e n t, it is litt le  su rp rise  

th a t tra ff ic k e rs  se e k  to  p ro fit. The  dangers  

have increased  as ch ild ren  and fa m ilie s  

b e co m e  e ve r m o re  d e sp e ra te  to  leave th e  

re fu g e e  ca m p  in th e  hope  o f  m ak ing  a n e w  

s ta rt e lse w h e re .

The e x te n t o f  th e  tra d e  is u n kn ow n . B ut 

th e  U.S. D e p a rtm e n t o f  S ta te  says th a t 

tra ff ic k e rs  tra n s p o r t R ohingya g irls  fo r  th e  

sex tra d e  bo th  w ith in  B ang ladesh and 

abroad. T hey are a lso k n o w n  to  coerce  

R oh ingya  w o m e n  and g irls  in to  beco m in g  

sex w o rk e rs  by a b d uc tin g  th e m  or m aking  

b ogus  jo b  or m arriage  p roposa ls .

The  s to ry  to ld  by K a rim a*, 15, and her 

y o u n g e r b ro ther, A h m a d , is n o t unusual. 

T he ir a tte m p te d  escape  w a s  o rgan ized  by 

th e ir  fa ther, A bde l Aziz, and by th e  man 

Karim a w a s  e x p e c tin g  to  m arry  in M alaysia.

For a fe e , tra ff ic k e rs  agreed to  he lp  th e m  

m ake  th e  jo u rn e y  o u t o f  th e  cam p, and 

B angladesh.

Karim a d e sc rib e s  h o w  th e y  s lipped  past 

c h e c k p o in ts  o u ts id e  th e  ca m p s  and m ade 

th e ir  w a y  to  a bus s ta tio n  w h e re  th e y  w e re  

m e t by a tra fficke r.

B u t m id w a y  in th e  jo u rn e y , across th e  Indian 

border, th e  tra ff ic k e rs  locked  th e  s ib lings  

in th e  b a s e m e n t o f  an iso la ted  house.

"T h e y  ca lled m y  fa th e r and de m a n d e d  

m ore  m o n e y ,"  Karim a said. "A n d  th e n  th e y  

s ta rte d  bea ting  us. It w a s  te rr ify in g ."

A fte r  10 days, th e  te rm s  o f  re lease  w e re  

agreed, leaving Aziz in heavy d e b t to  

re la tive s  w h o  paid th e  ransom .

*  Names have been changed.
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UNICEF helps address female hygiene needs

: For 15 yea r old Azida B egum , th e re 's  no d o u b t 

; w h a t is th e  m o s t p rec io u s  pa rt o f  th e  supp lie s

■ (kno w n  as a d ig n ity  kit) w h ic h  she  ca rries  a w ay 

: fro m  th is  d is tr ib u tio n  o rgan ised  by UNICEF

; partner, DCA. "T h e  san ita ry  napk ins  -- it 's  ve ry

■ hard w ith o u t  th e m ,"  she  s a y s .A n  e s tim a te d  

: 2.4 m illion  sa n ita ry  pads are needed  m o n th ly  

: to  m e e t th e  n eeds  o f  w o m e n  liv ing  in th e

■ cam ps. Each d ig n ity  k it a lso co n ta ins  laundry

: soap, a b u cke t w ith  a lid, fe m a le  underw ea r, a 

: scarf, f lip  flo p s  and a so la r to rch .



*f  HEALTH

VIGILANCE AGAINST 
THE THREAT OF CHOLERA

From  th e  o n s e t o f  th e  re fu g e e  e m e rg e n c y  

in 2017, th e  d if f ic u lt  physica l co n d itio n s  in 

th e  ca m p s  fu e lle d  conce rn  o ve r a poss ib le  

cho le ra  ou tb reak. A nd  d e sp ite  th e  su cce ss  o f  

vacc in a tio n  ca m p a ig n s  th a t p rov ided  cho le ra  

vacc ine  to  m o re  than  1.2 m illio n  re fu g e e  and 

h o s t c o m m u n ity  ch ild ren  and adu lts , health  

o ffic ia ls  -  and fa m ilie s  -  m u s t rem a in  v ig ilan t.

In th e  to w n  o f  Teknaf, a 30-bed tre a tm e n t 

ce n tre , run  by th e  B ang ladesh-based 

In te rna tiona l C e n tre  fo r D iarrhoea l D isease 

R esearch , is one  o f  fiv e  sp e c ia lis t un its

e s ta b lish ed  w ith  UNICEF sup p ort. It se rves 

ch ild ren  fro m  bo th  th e  re fu g e e  and local 

c o m m u n itie s .

"W e  need to  be ready, ju s t  in ca se ,"  said 

UNICEF C h ie f o f  H ea lth , M aya Vandenent. 

"A n d  th a t app lies  ju s t  as m uch  to  th e  h o s t 

c o m m u n ity  as it d oes  to  th e  re fu g e e s  in th e  

c a m p s ."

The  sa m e  approach  has led UNICEF to  

s u p p o rt th e  ren o va tio n  o f  m a te rna l and 

n e w b o rn  w a rd s  a t th e  nearby T ekna f pub lic

A  m o the r holds her baby 
a t a spec ia lis t Diarrhoea 
T rea tm ent Centre. A  sim ple 
d iagnostic te s t is used 
on s too l sam ples o f each 
pa tien t w h o  com es to 
the  cen tre . Those w h ich  
te s t positive  fo r the  vibrio 
cho lerae bacteria are sen t 
to  the  capital, Dhaka, for 
con firm a tion . M o s t tests  
are negative.
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A now ara  is a vo lun tee r 
C om m un ity  H ealth  w o rke r 
a t a UNICEF-supported 
Prim ary Health Centre.
B ack in M yanm ar, she 
w a s  a trad itiona l birth 
a ttenda n t w h o  de livered 
over 3 0 0  children. 
Now adays, A now ara 's  jo b  
is to  persuade m others  to  
make use o f the  cen tre 's  
expanded services, and to 
de liver the ir babies there 
under proper m edical 
superv is ion . Som e cases 
arrive a t night, e ither carried 
on s tre tch e r by po rte rs, or 
by the  cen tre 's  am bulance.

hea lth  co m p le x . S upp lies , e q u ip m e n t 

and tra in in g  fo r  m e d ica l s ta f f  w e re  a lso 

p ro v id e d .

In th e  cam ps, a n e tw o rk  o f  P rim ary  H ealth 

C en tre s  (PHCs) p rov ide  ro u tin e  m aterna l 

and neona ta l care a round th e  c lock. The 

PHCs fo c u s  on pe rsuad ing  p re g n a n t w o m e n  

to  m ake  use  o f  th e ir  se rv ices  and address 

cu ltu ra l ba rrie rs  to  seek ing  care. For exam p le , 

w o m e n  are assured  th a t th e y  w ill be trea te d  

by fe m a le  s ta ff.

"W e  are bu ild ing  t ru s t  a m ong  th e  re fu g e e s  

s lo w ly ,"  said Dr. A tiq  Rahm an, w h o  w o rk s  

at a PHC run by R esearch, T rain ing and 

M a n a g e m e n t In te rna tiona l, a UNICEF partner.

A  la rger n u m b e r o f  hea lth  p o s ts  p rov ide  drop- 

in hea lth  se rv ices  fo r re fu g e e  p a tie n ts  o f  all 

ages. S u rveys s h o w  th a t th e  m o s t fre q u e n t 

co m p la in ts  are re sp ira to ry  illnesses, skin 

in fe c tio n s , and s to m a ch  a ilm e n ts . B e tw e e n  

A u g u s t 2017 and June  2019, nearly  270 ,000  

co n s u lta tio n s  fo r  ch ild ren  yo u n g e r than  

5 w e re  co n d u c te d  in th e  fa c ilit ie s , w h ich  

UNICEF supports .

"O u r  p rio r ity  is to  m ake  su re  re fu g e e s  are 

m ore  a w a re  o f  hea lth  is s u e s ,"  said Dr.

U m y Sharka, w h o  w o rk s  at one  hea lth  post 

ope ra te d  by th e  NGO P artners in H ea lth  and 

D e ve lo p m e n t, a UNICEF partner. "T h a t's  w h y  

w e  are p u ttin g  so m uch  e m p h a s is  on p a tie n t 

co u n se llin g  and e ncourage  re fu g e e s  to  co m e  

and see  u s ."
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YOUNGEST CHILDREN 
REMAIN AT RISK

W h e n  th e  big R ohingya in flu x  began tw o  

ye a rs  ago, m a ln u tr it io n  w a s  seen as one 

o f  th e  m o s t c ritica l th re a ts  fac ing  young  

ch ild ren . T he y  had fle d  one  o f  th e  p o o re s t 

reg io n s  o f  M yan m a r and end ure d  an a rduous 

jo u rn e y  w ith  litt le  to  sus ta in  th e m . An in itial 

su rve y  revea led  th a t 19 per c e n t o f  re fu g e e  

ch ild ren  under 5 w e re  su ffe rin g  fro m  acu te  

m a lnu tr itio n .

W ith in  a year, th a t fig u re  had fa llen  to  11 

per cen t, th e  re s u lt o f  in te n s ive  e ffo r ts  by a 

range o f  hum an ita rian  agenc ies  under th e  

g o v e rn m e n t's  leadersh ip . S u rveys  revea led

a s im ila r d rop  in cases o f  se ve re  acu te  

m a ln u tr it io n  (S A M ), th e  m o s t d a nge rous  fo rm  

o f  th e  cond ition .

"T h e  s itu a tio n  has s ta b ilis e d ,"  says Karanveer 

S ingh, U N IC E F's N u tritio n  M anage r in C ox's 

Bazar. "E ve n  so, th e  s itu a tio n  in th e  cam ps 

is a cause  o f  g re a t conce rn , due  to  th e  poor 

hyg iene  and sa n ita tion , o v e rc ro w d in g  and 

th e  h igh c o s t o f  p rov id ing  a ch ild  w ith  an 

adequa te  n u tr it io u s  d ie t."

C ritica l w o rk  is d one  by a round 1 ,000  sk illed  

c o m m u n ity  v o lu n te e rs  w h o , w ith  UNICEF

W hile  cases o f severe 
acu te  m a lnu trition  (SAM) 
have fallen, m any fam ilies 
surv ive on a m eagre d ie t.
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O ne year-old Ibrahim  is 
recovering fro m  severe 
acu te m a lnu trition  in 
Kutupalong M a kesh ift 
S tabilisation Centre.

su p p o rt, sc ree n e d  an average  o f  135 ,000  

ch ild ren  fo r  m a ln u tr it io n  e ve ry  m o n th  in 2019. 

A ro u n d  8 ,500  ch ild ren  w e re  re fe rre d  fo r 

o u tp a tie n t tre a tm e n t.

The m o s t s e ve re ly  m a lno u rish e d  ch ild ren  

are tre a te d  in sp e c ia lis t S tab ilisa tio n  C entres.

A t one  such  ce n tre , run by UNICEF partne r 

A c tio n  A g a in s t H unger (ACF), each o f  th e  

s ix te e n  beds is o ccup ied  by a ch ild  under th e  

age o f  tw o  su ffe rin g  fro m  SA M .

The ch ild ren  d isp lay  th e  te ll- ta le  s igns  o f  

th e  co n d itio n : a g a u n t fa ce  w ith  large eyes, 

p a in fu lly  th in  lim bs , and a r ibcage  p ro trud ing  

fro m  th e  chest.

O ne-year-o ld  Ib rah im  w a s  b ro u g h t in by his 

m o the r, Fatem a, th re e  days ago. T re a tm e n t 

w ith  spec ia lized  th e ra p e u tic  m ilk  and v ita m in  

s u p p le m e n ts  have m uch  im p ro ve d  th e  baby 's  

c o n d itio n , a lth o ug h  he is s till p a in fu lly  th in . 

"W h e n  m y  ch ild  f ir s t  becam e  ill, I w a s  

fr ig h te n e d ,"  says Fatem a. "B u t  I am  m uch  

happ ie r n o w  because  I k n o w  he is in safe 

h a n ds ."

O nce  d ischa rged  fro m  th e  C en tre , Ibrahim  

w ill rece ive  fu r th e r  tre a tm e n t -  inc lud ing  

h ig h -p ro te in  R eady to  U se T h e ra p eu tic  Food 

(RUTF) -  a t an o u tp a tie n t cen tre .

M a ln u tr it io n  is an issue  in th e  local 

B ang ladesh i c o m m u n ity  as w e ll. In 2017, 

su rve ys  s h o w e d  s im ila r ra tes  o f  child 

m a ln u tr it io n  in h o s t c o m m u n it ie s  to  th a t o f 

th e  a rriv ing  re fu g e e s . In 2018, a n e tw o rk  o f 

60 C o m m u n ity  N u tritio n  V o lu n te e rs  screened  

ove r 28 ,000  ch ild ren  fo r m a ln u tr it io n , o f 

w h o m  419 w e re  tre a te d  in in -p a tie n t S A M  

un its  in C ox 's  Bazar and o th e r urban cen tres .

Specia lis t S tabilisation 
C entres tre a t the  m ost 
severe ly-m alnourished 
children.
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

PIPED NETWORKS GIVE MORE 
FAMILIES ACCESS TO SAFE WATER

V ie w e d  fro m  above, it  is n o t hard to  see 

w h y  th e  R oh ingya  cam ps p re se n t such  a 

ch a llenge  to  th e  ag e nc ies  try in g  to  im p rove  

w a te r, sa n ita tion  and hyg iene  se rv ices  fo r 

th e  fa m ilie s  liv ing  th e re . The cam ps occu p y  

severa l th o u sa n d  acres o f  h illy  fo rm e r 

fo re s t land. The  lack o f  space  m eans  th a t 

th e  bam boo  s h e lte rs  are o fte n  b u ilt inches 

apart. W h ile  th e  n u m b e r o f  access roads has 

increased , m any parts  o f  th e  cam p  can on ly  

be reached  on fo o t, o fte n  a long n a rro w  and 

s te e p  paths.

U ntil rece n tly , m o s t ca m p  re s id e n ts  depended  

on un re liab le  handp u m p s , w h o s e  w a te r 

w a s  fre q u e n tly  co n tam in a te d . H ow ever, 

th e  s itu a tio n  is ch a n g ing .A s  o f  M ay  2019,

2 50 ,0 0 0  re fu g e e s  liv ing in th e  cam p area 

u nder U N IC E F's re s p o n s ib ility  had access 

to  w a te r, m o s tly  a t c o n v e n ie n tly  loca ted  tap 

s tands. The  aim  is to  have p iped  w a te r  to  all 

re fu g e e s  in th e  e ig h t cam ps by th e  end o f 

2019.

"A c c e s s  to  sa fe  w a te r  is sp read m uch  m ore  

e ve n ly  a round th e  p o pu la tion  n o w ,"  said 

Dara John son , th e  UNICEF C h ie f o f  W ater, 

S an ita tion  and H yg iene  in Bang ladesh. "P ip e d  

n e tw o rk s  are a m ore  sus ta inab le  so lu tio n , and 

a lso m ake  it  easie r to  ch lo rina te  th e  supp ly  

and red u ce  th e  r isk  o f  c o n ta m in a tio n ."

A  fu r th e r  p rio r ity  is to  im p ro ve  opera ting  

s tanda rds , so th e  s ys te m  runs s m o o th ly  

and can w e a th e r  th e  flo o d in g  th a t o fte n  

a cco m p a n ie s  th e  long m o n so o n  season.

Solar p o w e r has e m e rg e d  as a use fu l 

innova tion . In one area o f  K u tupa long  cam p, 

a huge  95 ,00 0  litre  w a te r  ta n k  to w e rs  above 

th e  she lte rs . The  w a te r  th a t su p p lie s  th e  tank  

is pum p e d  up a t a rate  o f  240 litre s  a m in u te  

fro m  an 800  fo o t-d e e p  bo reho le . The  p o w e r is 

p rov ided  by a s e t o f  large so lar panels.

The  fa c ility  is one  o f  th re e  o p e ra ted  by

UNICEF partner, NGO Forum  fo r Public 

H ea lth , and m e e ts  th e  n eeds  o f  13 ,500 

re fu g e e s . P ro jec t coo rd ina to r, M u sh a rra f 

H usse in , said so la r p o w e r is se n s ib le  in 

ca m p s  w ith o u t an e le c tr ic ity  n e tw o rk .

A  vo lun tee r sho w s a 
re fugee ho w  to  use chlorine 
tab le ts  to  d is in fe c t w a te r 
con ta iners and ensure the  
w a te r is safe fo r drinking.

34 U N IC E F ADVOCACY ALERT A U G U S T  2019
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Faecal s ludge plants 
increasing ly provide a 
hyg ienic so lu tion  to  the 
cam p 's san ita tion needs.

G irls co llec t w a te r from  
a tapstand supplied w ith  
sa fe  w a te r fro m  a deep 
borehole.

" I t  is an a u to m a tic  s ys te m  th a t dep en d s  

on natura l p o w e r,"  H usse in  said. " I t 's  a big 

im p ro v e m e n t."

In th e  co n g e s te d  cam ps, sa fe  d isposa l o f 

faeca l s ludge  is a n o th e r se riou s  cha llenge.

In U N IC E F's area o f  re sp o n s ib ility , th e re  are 

a b o u t 12 ,500 la trines. C urren tly , UNICEF 

o p e ra te s  53 faecal s lu d g e  s y s te m s , each o f 

w h ic h  se rv ices  a b o u t 200 la trines.

M o s t la trines  m u s t be m anua lly  e m p tie d . B u t 

one  faeca l s ludge  p lant, in C am p 7, rece ives  

th e  w a s te  th ro u g h  g ra v ity - f lo w  p ipes, w h ic h  

a llo w s  liqu id  and so lid  to  be sepa ra ted  on th e  

w ay. The p lan t is concea led  u nder a co n c re te  

cover, w h ic h  con ta ins  th e  w a s te  -  and th e  

sm e ll.

W h ile  W A S H  s o lu tio n s  have evo lved , 

co n s id e ra b le  e f fo r t  is be ing  p u t into 

enco ura g in g  sa fe r hyg iene  p rac tice s  in to  

th e  cam ps. M an y  re fu g e e s  c o m e  from  

c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  open  d e fe ca tio n  is 

co m m o n . The issue  is be ing add ressed  using 

a c o m m u n ity  e n g a g e m e n t m e th o d o lo g y  th a t 

has p roved  su cce ss fu l in B ang ladesh and 

o th e r co un tr ies .







Radio listener groups spread vital messages
Radio lis te n in g  g ro u p s  are an im p o rta n t m eans  o f  passing 

v ita l in fo rm a tio n  on hea lth  and o th e r issues to  th e  cam p 

co m m u n ity . V o lu n te e rs  like  18 year-o ld  Prya Barua (in red 

sh irt) p lay e p iso d e s  o f  B e g g u n u r Lai, a p ro g ra m m e  des igned  

and d e ve lo pe d  by UNICEF and its  pa rtn e rs  fo r  R oh ingya and 

h o s t c o m m u n ity  aud iences. P ro g ra m m e s  are a lso p roduced  

fo r  y o u th  lis te n e rs  and p re se n te d  a t ove r 200 a d o le sce n t 

lis te n e rs  c lubs. Radio se ts  have been d is tr ib u te d  across th e  

ca m p s  to  en su re  th a t th e  c o m m u n it ie s  are k e p t engaged 

and invo lved  in c ritica l issues  th a t con ce rn  th e m .



Call to action
Context: W here the Ultimate Solution Lies

This report focuses on the situation o f Rohingya children living in the camps o f southeastern 
Bangladesh. However, the ultimate solution to this crisis is to  allow the Rohingya refugees 
to  voluntarily return to their form er communities in Myanmar, safely and in dignity, to live as 
full members o f society in peace and harmony w ith  their neighbours. UNICEF calls on the 
Government o f Myanmar to  establish conditions that would allow such a return as soon as 
possible.

We also call on all concerned actors to ensure that the Rohingya people themselves are 
closely consulted on any decisions regarding their futures.

In the past tw o  years, an immense humanitarian e ffort led by the Government o f Bangladesh 
has stabilized the situation in Cox's Bazar. But the task o f meeting the day-to-day needs of 
the Rohingya is ongoing, while providing for their longer-term needs -  and especially those 
related to  education -  remains a major challenge requiring the full support o f the international 
community.
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In order to  protect and guarantee the rights o f Rohingya refugee children in accordance w ith 
the Convention on the Rights o f the Child, and to  preserve their hopes o f a better future, 
UNICEF makes the follow ing Call to  Action:

UNICEF calls on the Governm ent of Bangladesh to:

• F ac ilita te  th e  expans ion  o f  th e  Learn ing  C o m p e te n c y  • P rio ritize  b irth  re g is tra tio n  fo r all R oh ingya  ch ild ren  

F ra m e w o rk  and A p p roach  (LCFA), and a poss ib le  born  in B ang ladesh  (w h ich  is n o t th e  sam e as 

a lte rn a tive  c u rr icu lu m , so ch ild ren  in th e  e q u iv a le n t g ran ting  th e m  Bang ladesh  c itizensh ip ) and resu m e  

o f  p re -p rim a ry  to  G rade 10 can p ro g re ss ive ly  learn b irth  re g is tra tio n  fo r all ch ild ren  in C ox 's  Bazar

d is tr ic t
• T oge the r w ith  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  M yanm ar,

fa c ilita te  th e  use o f  nationa l educa tiona l reso u rce s  • R ecogn ize  th e  re fu g e e  s ta tu s  o f  all R oh ingya

-  fo r  exam p le , cu rricu la , a s s e s s m e n ts  and tra in in g  ch ild ren  and th e ir  fa m ilie s  liv ing  in B ang ladesh , and

m anua ls  -  to  he lp  p rov ide  q u a lity  e d u ca tio n  fo r  s ign  th e  1951 C o n ve n tion  and P ro toco l R e la ting  to

R oh ingya  ch ild ren  th e  S ta tu s  o f  R e fugees  and th e  1961 C o n ve n tion  on

th e  R educ tion  o f  S ta te le ssn e ss
• S u p p o rt th e  p ro v is ion  o f  life  sk ills  and live lihoods

fo r a d o le sce n ts  in o rde r to  add ress  th e  fru s tra tio n  • Take add itiona l s te p s  to  p ro te c t g irls  and w o m e n  

and sense  o f  h e lp le ssn ess  th a t has b e co m e  so ins ide  and o u ts id e  th e  cam ps, inc lud ing  m easu res  to

w id e s p re a d  p re ve n t and ta ck le  tra ff ic k in g

UNICEF calls on the international com m unity to:

• C o n tin u e  to  s u p p o rt th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  B ang ladesh  • W h ile  re sp e c tin g  th e  hum an  r ig h ts  o f  R ohingya 

and hum an ita rian  a c to rs  as th e y  p rov ide  life -sav ing  re fu g e e s , co n tin u e  to  w o rk  w ith  g o v e rn m e n t and 

hum an ita rian  a ss is tance  fo r R ohingya ch ild ren  and civ il s o c ie ty  in M yan m a r and B ang ladesh to w a rd s  

fa m ilie s  in B ang ladesh  long -te rm  so lu tio n s  to  th e  re fu g e e  c ris is

• P rovide  s u p p o rt to  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  M ya n m a r • S u p p o rt th e  p rov is ion  o f  q u a lity  e d u ca tio n  and 

to  c rea te  th e  co n d itio n s  fo r  th e  sa fe , d ig n ifie d , sk ills  fo r  all R oh ingya  ch ild ren , inc lud ing  g irls  and 

vo lu n ta ry  and sus ta in ab le  re tu rn  o f  R ohingya a d o le scen ts , w h o  are a t risk  o f  be ing  exc luded  

re fu g e e s
• In ve s t in th e  sus ta in ab le  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  C ox 's

• H e lp  fin d  so lu tio n s  th a t es ta b lish  and p ro te c t th e  Bazar d is tr ic t by su p p o rtin g  fa m ilie s  and ch ild ren  

r ig h t o f  all R oh ingya  ch ild ren  to  have a n a tio na lity  fro m  bo th  re fu g e e  and h o s t c o m m u n it ie s

UNICEF reiterates its com m itm ent to realizing these critically important priorities and to 
working in partnership w ith  the Governments o f Bangladesh and Myanmar to achieve 
common goals for children, wom en and vulnerable groups -  regardless o f ethnicity, religion 
or any other status.
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UNICEF BANGLADESH ROHINGYA RESPONSE 
HIGHLIGHTS 2017-19

CASH ASSISTANCE 
A N D  CASE 
M A N A G E M E N T  
PROVIDED TO 6,026 
CHILDREN

170,000 CHILDREN 
BENEFITED FROM 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SUPPORT (2018)

COVERING
250,000 PEOPLE 
IN 8 C A M P S  
W IT H  W ATER, 
SANITATION AND 
HYGIENE %

4

VACCINATED
1,235,000 CHILDREN 
A N D  ADULTS AGAINST 
CHOLERA (1,033,000 
REFUGEES AND 202,000 
HC) IN 2018

W T
% / %

239,000 PR IM AR Y 
HEALTH
CONSULTATIONS 
FOR CHILDREN 
UNDER 5

UNICEF SUPPORTS 
17 HEALTH 
FACILITIES 
IN ROHINGYA 
REFUGEE CAMPS

192,000 CHILDREN 
4-14 YEARS W ITH  
EDUCATION IN 
CAMPS

LIU

2,167 LEARNING 
CENTRES OPEN 
IN CAMPS

SUPPLIES,
ETC FOR 23,088 
STUDENTS IN 
HOST COMMUNITY

© o r

UNICEF OPERATES 
35 OTPS A N D  2 
STABILIZATIO N  
CENTRES IN 
CAMPS

42,000 CHILDREN 
TREATED FOR S A M  
2017 - 2019

330,000 PEOPLE 
REACHED 
WITH CRITICAL 
MESSAGES 
THROUGHOUT 2018

* C4D = Community 
engagement & accountability

< previous page 
Part o f Kutupalong - Balukhali 
expansion site , la rgest o f the 
re fugee cam ps, and hom e to  
over 630,000 Rohingya people

>  next page
Refugees a t w o rk  re in forc ing 
a cam p esca rpm ent ahead o f 
m onsoon rains.

42 U N IC E F ADVOCACY ALERT A U G U S T  2019



© 
U

N
IC

E
F/

B
ro

w
n

UNICEF FUNDING NEEDS 2019

PROGRAMMES FUNDING REQUIREMENTS (USD) FUNDING GAP (USD)

NUTRITION

HEALTH

WASH

CHILD PROTECTION /  GBV

EDUCATION

COMMUNICATION 
FOR DEVELOPMENT

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

TOTAL

18,000,000

19,773,645

35.700.000 

18,835,658

47.000.000

4.200.000

9.000.000 

152,509,303

43%

58%

49%

14%

48%

7,702,753

11,562,085

17,468,908

2,701,648

22,390,969

V ///////////A  39% 1,648,170

43% 3,860,197

44% 67,334,730

* Includes unallocated funds 
Source: UNICEF
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A d vo ca cy  A le r t au tho r 

Simon Ingram

R eporting  and research

Alastair Lawson-Tancred, Karen Reidy

P ho tog raphy

Patrick Brown, Zhantu Chakma, 
Thomas Nybo, Bashir Ahmed Sujan

Layou t and des ign  

Giovanna Burinato

A d vo ca cy  A le r t is a b rie fin g  se ries  th a t 

p re se n ts  th e  co re  ch a llenges  fo r  ch ild ren  

in c ris is  loca tions.

R ohingya ch ild ren  are a m ong  an e s tim a te d  

28 m illion  ch ild ren  w o r ld w id e  w h o  have been 

u p ro o te d  fro m  th e ir  h o m e s  due  to  co n flic t, 

p o ve rty  and e x tre m e  w ea the r.



UNICEF ADVOCACY ALERT

For fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n , p lease  con tac t:

AM Sakil Faizullah
UNICEF Bangladesh 
asfa izu llah@ unice f.o rg

Alastair Lawson-Tancred
UNICEF C ox 's  Bazar 
a la w so n tan cred @ u n ice f.o rg

for every child

mailto:asfaizullah@unicef.org
mailto:alawsontancred@unicef.org

