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books from  
operation  of 
Act.

P A R T  V I.

M iscellaneous .

20 . T h e  P res ident o f the  U n ion  sha ll have pow er to  m ake such ru les1 as 
m ay be necessary o r desirab le  lo r  c a rry in g  ou t the ob jects  o f th is  Act.

A ll such ru les  sha ll be pub lished in  the  Gazette.

21 . T he  P res ident o f the U n ion  may by  n o tifica tio n  exclude 2 any class of 
books o r papers fro m  the  ope ra tion  of the w ho le  o r any P art o r Parts o f th is  A c t.
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THE PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) ACT.
CONTENTS.

Sections.
1 *  * * +
2 . D e fin itio n s .

C o n t r o l  o f  P r i n t i n g - p r e s s e s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s .

3 . D eposit o f se cu rity  by keepers of p rin ting-presses.
4. P ow er to  declare se cu rity  o r press fo r fe ite d  in  ce rta in  cases.
5. D epos it o f fu r th e r  security .
6. P ow er to  declare fu r th e r security  and pub lica tions  fo rfe ite d .
7. D eposit o f secu rity  by pu b lish e r o f newspaper.
8. Pow er to declare security  fo rfe ite d  in  certa in  cases.
9. D epos it o f fu r th e r security .

10. P ow er to  declare fu r th e r  secu rity  and newspapers fo rfe ite d .
11. Penalty fo r  keeping press or pub lish ing  newspaper w ith o u t m aking

deposit.
12. Consequences o f fa ilu re  to  depos it security  as requ ired .
13. R etu rn  o f deposited secu rity  in ce rta in  cases.
14. Issue o f search-w arrant.

U n a u t h o r is e d  N e w s -s h e e t s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s .

15. A u tho risa tion  o f persons to  pub lish  news-sheets.
16. P ow er to  seize and destroy unau thorised  news-sheets and newspapers.
17. P ow er to  seize and fo r fe it  undeclared presses p roduc ing  unauthorised

news-sheets and newspapers.
18. P ena lty  fo r  d issem inating unau thorised  news-sheets and newspapers.

Sp e c ia l  p r o v is io n s  r e l a t in g  t o  Se iz u r e  o f  C e r t a in  D o c u m e n t s .

19. P ow er to declare ce rta in  pub lica tions  fo rfe ite d  and to issue search-
w arran ts  fo r  same.

20. P ow er to  de ta in  packages c o n ta in in g  certa in  p ub lica tions  when im p o rte d
in to  the U n ion  o f Burm p.

1 F o r such  ru le s, see B lirm  a Gazette, 1938, P art I ,  p . 951.
2 For a lis t of exemptions, see Burma Gazette, 1938, Part I ,  p. 1039,
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Sections.

21. P ro h ib itio n  o f transm ission  by post o f ce rta in  docum ents.
22. P ow er to deta in  a rtic les  be ing  tra n sm itte d  by post.

P o w e r s  o f  H i g h  C o u r t .
23. A p p lica tio n  to  H ig h  C o u rt to  set aside o rd e r o r fo r fe itu re .
24. H e a rin g  by Special Bench.
25. O rde r o f spec ia l Bench se tting  aside fo r fe itu re .
26. E v idence  to  p rove nature o r tendency o f newspapers.
27. P rocedure in  H ig h  C ourt.
28. Service o f notices-
29. C onduct o f searches.
30. Ju risd ic tio n  b a rred .
31. O pera tion  o f o the r laws n o t barred .
32. D issem ina tion  o f contents o f p roscribed  docum ent.

THE PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) ACT.
[ I n d ia  A c t  X X I I I ,  1931.]) (9th O ctober, 1931.)

J *  *  *  *

2 . I l l  th is  A ct, unless the re  is any th in g  repugnant in  the  sub ject o r con text,—
(1) “  book ”  inc ludes  eve ry  vo lum e, pa rt o r d iv is io n  o f a vo lum e, pam ph le t

and lea lle t, in  any language, and every sheet o f m usic, map, ch a rt 
o r plan separa te ly  p rin te d  o r lith o g ra p h e d  ;

(2) “  docum ent inc ludes also any p a in tin g , d ra w in g  o r pho tograph  or
o th e r v is ib le  rep resen ta tion  ;

(3 } *   ̂ ^
(4> “  M agistra te  ”  means a D is tr ic t M ag is tra te  ;
(5) “ ne w sp ap e r”  means any pe riod ica l w o rk  con ta in ing  p u b lic  news or

com m ents 011 p u b lic  news ;
(6) “  news-sheet ”  means any docum ent o the r than a newspaper con ta in ing

p u b lic  news o r com m ents on p u b lic  news o r any m a tte r described  in  
sub-section ( / )  o f section 4 ;

(7) “ p re ss ”  inc ludes  a p rin tin g -p re ss  and a ll m achines, im p lem ents  and
p la n t and parts  the reo f and a ll m a te ria ls  used fo r  m u lt ip ly in g  docu­
m ents ;

(8) “ p r in t in g -p re s s ”  inc ludes a ll engines, m a ch ine ry , types, lith o g ra p h ic
stones, im p lem ents, u tensils and o the r p lan t o r m ateria ls used fo r  the  
purpose o f p r in tin g  ;

(9) ‘ 1 unauthorised newspaper ”  means—
(a) any newspaper in  respect o f w h ic h  the re  are n o t fo r  the tim e  be ing

Valid  dec la ra tions under section 5 of the Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t, 
and

(b) any new spaper in  respect o f w h ich  secu rity  has been requ ired
under th is  A ct, but has n o t been fu rn ished  as re qu ired  ;

(10) ;เ ท 1 lu .ho .'ise .l new s-shee t”  means any news-sheet o th e r than a
news-sheet pub lished  by  a person authorised  under section ]5  to  
pub lish  it  ; and

(11) a un lec la red  press ”  means any press o ther than a press in  respect of
w h ich  there  is fo r  the tim e  be ing a v a lid  dec la ra tion  under section 4 
of the  Press (R eg istra tion) A c t.

D efinitions.
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D epo it of 
se cu rity  by 
keepers of 
p rin tin g - 
p resses.

P ow er to  
declare 
secu rity  o r 
press
lo rfeited  in 
ce rta in  cases.

C o n t r o l  o f  P r i n t i n g  P r e s s e s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s .

3. (1) A ny  person keeping a p rin ting -p ress  w ho  is re qu ired  to make a 
d e c la ra tio n  unde r section  4 ot the  Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t m ay be re q u ire d  by  
the M ag istra te  before w hom  the dec la ra tion  is made, fo r  reasons to  be recorded 
in  w r it in g , to deposit w ith  the M ag is tra te  w ith in  ten days fro m  the  day 011 w h ich  
the  dec la ra tion  is made secu rity  to  such an am ount, n o t be ing  m ore than one 
thousand rupees, as the M ag is tra te  m ay in  each case th in k  f i t  to  requ ire , in  
m oney o r the equivalent the reo f in  securities o f the  G overnm ent o f the U n ion  of 
B u rm a  01' the G overnm ent o£ In d ia  o r Pakistan as the person m aking  the deposit 
may choose ะ

P rov ided  th a t i f  a deposit has been requ ired  under sub-section (3) fro m  any 
previous keeper o f the  p rin ting -p ress , the secu rity  w h ich  m ay be re qu ired  under 
th is  sub-section m ay am ount to  th ree  thousand rupess.

(2) W h e re  security  requ ired  under sub-section ( / )  has been deposited in 
respect o f any p rin ting -p ress , and fo r a pe riod  o f three m onths fro m  the  date o f 
the decla ra tion  m entioned  in  sub-sechon ( / )  no o rd e r is made by  the  P resident 
o f the  U n ion  unde r section 4 in  respect o f such press, the security  shall, on 
app lica tion  b y  the keeper o f the press, be re funded .

(3) W henever i t  appears to the P resident o f the  U n ion  th a t any p rin tin g - 
press ke p t in  any place in  the U n ion  o f Burm a, in  respect o f w h ich  security  under 
the  provis ions o f th is  A c t has no t bsen requ ired , 01 ' hav ing  been requ ired  has been 
re funded  unde r sub-section (2), is used lo r  the  purpose o f p r in tin g  o r pub lish ing  
any newspaper, book o r o the r docum ent con ta in ing  any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  
representations o f the nature described in  Section 4, sub-section น ) , the P resident 
o f the U n ion  m ay, by  no tice  in  w r it in g  to  the keeper o f the  press sta ting  or 
describ ing  such w ords, signs or v is ib le  representations, o rde r the  keeper to 
deposit w ith  the  M ag istra te  w ith in  whose ju r is d ic tio n  the press is  situated security 
to  such an am ount, not be ing  less than  five hund red  o r m ore than th ree  thousand 
rupees, as the P res ident o f the U n ion  m ay th in k  f i t  to  require , in  m oney or the 
equ ivalent the reo f in  securities o f the G ove rn m e n t'o f the U n ion  o f B u rm a , o r the 
G overnm ent o f In d ia  o r Pakistan as the  person m aking  the  deposit m ay choose.

(4) Such notice shall app o in t a date, no t be ing  sooner than the te n th  day 
a fte r th e  date o f the issue o f the  notice, on or be fore  w h ich  the  deposit shall be 
made,

4. (1) W henever i t  appears to the  P res ident o f the U n ion  tha t any p rin tin g - 
press in  respect o f w h ich  any secu rity  has been o rdered  to be deposited under 
section 3 is used fo r  the  purpose o f p r in t in g  o r p u b lish ing  any newspaper, book 
or o th e r docum ent con ta in ing  any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representa tions w h ic h —

(a) in c ite  to  o r encourage, o r tend to in c ite  to  01' to  encourage, the
com m ission o f any o lfence o f m u rd e r o r any cognizable offence 
in vo lv in g  v io lence, o r

(b) d ire c tly  o r in d ire c t ly  express approva l o r a d m ira tio n  o f any such
offence, o r of any person, rea l or fic titio u s , w ho has com m itted  or is 
alleged o r represented to  have com m itted  any such offence,

o r w h ich  tend , d ire c tly  o r in d ire c t ly ,—-
(c) to  seduce any o ffice r, so ld ie r, sa ilo r o r a irm an in  the  m ilita ry , naval

o r a ir fo rce  o r any po lice -o ffice r fro m  his a llegiance o r h is  du ty , o r
1 (d ) to  b rin g  in to  h a tred  o r con tem pt the  G overnm ent established b y  la w  in  

the U n ion  o f Burm a o r the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f justice in  the U n ion  of 
Burm a o r any class o r section of persons res iden t in  the  U n ion  of 
B urm a o r to  excite  d isa ffection  tow ards the  said G overnm ent, o r

1 Substituted by the U nion of Burma (Adaptation o f Laws) O rder, 1948.
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(e) to  pu t any person in  fear o r to  cause annoyance to Ilim  and thereby
induce  h im  to  d e live r to any person any p ro p e rty  o r va luable  
se cu rity  o r to  do any act w h ich  he is no t lega lly  bound to  do, 
o r to  o m it to  do any act w h iฝ ! he is lega lly  e n title d  to  do , o r

(f) to  encourage o r in c ite  any person to in te rfe re  w ith  the a d m in is tra ­
tio n  o f the law  or w ith  the  m aintenance o f law  and o rder, o r to  
co m m it any offence, or to  refuse o r de fe r paym ent o f any land- 
revenue, tax, ra te , cess o r o the r due o r am ount payable to 
G overnm ent o r to  any lo ca l a u th o r ity , o r any re n t o f ag ricu ltu ra l 
land  o r any th ing  recoverab le  as arrears o f o r a long w ith  such 
ren t, o r

(g) to induce a p u b lic  servant o r a servant of a loca l a u th o r ity  to  do
any act o r to  fo rbea r o r de lay to  do any act connected  w ith  the 
exercise o f his p u b lic  func tions  o r to res ign  h is  office, o r

(h) to  p rom ote  fee lings o f enm ity  or ha tred  betw een d iffe re n t classes o f
[persons res iden t in  the U n ion  o f B u rm a ]1, o r

( i )  to  p re jud ice  the re c ru it in g  o f persons to  serve in  any o f the  B urm a
forces, o r in  any police fo rce , o r to  p re ju d ice  the tra in in g , d isc ip line  
or a d m in is tra tio n  o f any such force,

3 (j'j *  *  *  *

the  P res ident o f the  U n ion  m ay, by no tice  in  w r it in g  to (lie  keeper o f such 
p rin ting -p ress , s ta ting  o r describ ing  the w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representations 
w h ich  in  h is  op in ion  are o f the nature described  above,—

(i) w here  security  has been deposited, declare such secu rity , o r any p o rtio n  
the reo f, to  be fo r fe ite d  to  [the  S la te ]1, or 

( ii)  w here  security  has n o t been deposited, decla re  the press to  be fo rfe ite d  
to  [th e  State],1

and may also declare a ll copies o f such newspaper, book  o r o th e r docum ent 
w herever found  in  the U n ion  Ox B urm a to  be fo rfe ite d  to [the  S tate]1.

Explanation 1.— N o expression o f approva l o r adm ira tion  m ade in a h is to rica l 
o r l ite ra ry  w o rk  sha ll be deemed to be o f the na ture described in th is  sub-section 
unless i t  has the  tendency described in  clause (a).

Explanation 2.— Com m ents expressing  d isapproba tion  of the  measures o f the 
G overnm ent o r A d m in is tra tio n  w ith  a v ie w  to ob ta in  th e ir  a lte ra tio n  by la w fu l 
means w ith o u t e xc itin g  o r a ttem p ting  to  excite  ha tred , contem pt o r d isa ffection  
shall not be deemed to  be o f the  nature described i ll clause (d) *  *  *  2 of 
th is  sub-section.

Explanation 3 .— Comments expressing d isapproba tion  o f the  a d m in is tra tive  
o r o th e r ac tion  o f the  G overnm ent o r A d m in is tra tio n  w ith o u t e xc itin g  o r a tte m p t­
ing  to e xc ite  ha tred , con tem pt o r d isa ffec tion  sha ll no t be deemed to  be o f the 
nature described in  clause ((/) *  *  2 o f th is  sub-section.

E xplanation 4.-— W o rd s  p o in tin g  out, w ith o u t m alic ious in te n tio n  and w ith  
an honest v iew  to  th e ir  rem ova l, m atters w h ich  are p ro d u c in g  o r have a tendency 
to  p roduce fee lings o f e n m ity  o r h a tre d  betw een d iffe re n t classes o f [persons 
res ident in  the  U n ion  o f B u rm a !1 sha ll no t be deemed to be w ords  o f the  nature 
described  in  clause (h) o f th is  sub-section.

*  t  . * * 3(2) A fte r  the  e xp iry  o f ten days fro m  the  date o f the issue o f a no tice  under 
sub-section (l)  de c la rin g  a secu rity , o r any p o rtio n  the reo f, to  be fo r fe ite d , the 
dec la ra tion  made in  respect o f such press under section 4 o f the  Press 
(R eg is tra tion ) A c t shall be deemed to  be annulled.

1 S ubstitu ted  by th e  Union of B urm a (A daptation of L aw s) O rder, 1948.
 ̂ D e le ted  ibicl.

3 E xp lana tio n  5 w as d e le ted  ib id .
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Deposit of
fu rther
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D eposit of 
secu rity  by 
pub lish er of 
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5. (1) W h e re  the  security  g iven in  respect o f any press, o r  any p o rtio n  
the reo f, has been dec la red  fo r fe ite d  tin d e r section 4 o r section 6, every person 
m aking  a fresh dec la ra tion  in  respect o f such press unde r section 4 o f the  Press 
(R eg is tra tion ) A c t sha ll deposit w ith  the  M ag is tra te  be fore w hom  such dec la ra tion  
is made security  to such an am ount, n o t be ing  less than one thousand o r m ore 
than ten thousand rupees, as the  M ag is tra te  m ay th in k  l i t  to  requ ire , in  m oney or 
the  equ iva len t thereof in s e c u rit ie s  o f the G ove rnm en t o f the  U n ion  o f B urm a o r 
the  G overnm ent o f In d ia  or Pakistan as the person m aking  the  deposit may 
choose.

(2) W he re  a p o rtio n  on ly  o f the secu rity  g iven in  respect o f such press has 
been declared fo r fe ite d  under section 4 o r section 6, any u n fo r fe ite d  balance s till 
in  deposit s h i l l  be taken as pa rt o f t ile  am ount o f security  requ ired  under sub­
section (1).

6 . (1) I f ,  a fte r se cu rity  has been deposited  under section 5, the  p r in tin g -  
press is  again used fo r  the  purpose o f p r in tin g  or pub lish ing  any newspaper, book 
o r o th e r docum ent co n ta in ing  any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representa tions w h ic h , in  
the  op in ion  o f the P resident o f the U n ion , are o f the nature described in  section 4, 
sub-section (1), the  P resident o f the  U n io n  m ay, b y  no tice  in  w r it in g  to the  keeper 
o f  such p rin ting -p ress  sta ting o r describ ing  such w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representa­
tions, declare—

(a) the  fu r th e r secu rity  so deposited, o r any p o rtio n  the reo f, and
(b) a ll copies o f such new spaper, book or o th e r docum ent w herever found

in  the  U n ion  o f B u rm a ,
to  be fo rfe ite d  to  [the s ta te ] 1.

{2) A fte r the  exp iry  o f ten days fro m  the issue o f a no tice  under sub-section
(1), the  dec la ra tion  m ade in  respect o f such press under section \  o f the  Press 
(R eg istra tion) A c t sha ll be deemed to be annulled.

7 . (1) A ny  p ub lishe r o f a newspaper w h o  is re q u ire d  to make a dec la ra tion  
u n d e r section  5 o f the  Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t m ay be re q u ire d  by the  M ag istra te  
before w hom  the dec la ra tion  is made, fo r  reasons to  be recorded  in  w rit in g , to 
deposit w ith  the  M ag is tra te  w ith in  ten days from  the  day on w h ich  the  decla ra tion  
is made secu rity  to such an am ount, no t be ing  m ore than one thousand rupees, as 
the  M ag is tra te  m ay in  each case th in k  f i t  to  re q u ire , in  m oney or the equ iva len t 
the reo f in  securities o f the  G overnm ent o f th e 'U n io n  o f B urm a or the G overnm ent 
o f In d ia  o r Pakistan as the person m ik in g  th e  deposit m ay choose ะ

P rov ided  tha t i f  a deposit has been requ ired  un d e r sub-section (ร) fro m  any 
previous pub lishe r o f the  newspaper, the  secu rity  w h ich  may be re q u ire d  under 
th is  sub-section may am ount to th ree  thousand rupees.

(2) W h e re  security re q u ire d  un d e r sub-section ( / )  has been deposited in  
respect o f any newspaper, and fo r  a pe riod  of three m onths from  the date o f the  
dec la ra tion  m entioned  in  sub-section (1) no o rd e r is made by the  P resident o f the 
U n io n  under section 8 in  respect o f such newspaper, the security, shall, on 
app lica tion  by the  pub lishe r o f the  newspaper, be refunded.

■ (.3) W henever i t  appears to  th e  P res ident o f the  U n ion  th a t a newspaper 
p ub lished  in the U n ion  o f B urm a, in  respect o f w h ich  secu rity  unde r the 
p rovis ions o f th is  A c t has no t been requ ired , o r having  been requ ired  has been 
re funded  under sub-section (2), con ta ins any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representa­
tions o f the  nature described in  section 4, sub-section ( l) ,  the P resident o f the 
บ ท !on m ay, b y  no tice  in  w r it in g  to the  pub lisher o f such newspaper, s ta ting  or 
describ ing  such w ords , signs o r v is ib le  representations, requ ire  the  pub lishe r to 
depos it w ith  the  M ag istra te  w ith in  whose ju r is d ic tio n  the  newspaper is pub lished

1 Substituted by the U nion of Burma (Adaptation of Laws) O rder, 1948.
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secu rity  to  such an am ount, not being less than five hundercl o r m ore than  three 
thous m d  rupees, as the P resident of the U nion may th in k  fit to  requ ire , in  money 
o r the equ iva len t th e re o f in  securities o f the G ove rnm en t o f the  U n ion  o f B urm a 
o r the G overnm ent o f In d ia  o r Pakistan as the  person m ak ing  the  deposit may 
choose.

(4) Such notice shall app o in t a date, n o t be ing sooner than  th e  te n th  day 
a fte r the  date o f the  issue o f the  no tice , on 01'  be fo re  w h ich  the  depos it sha ll be 
made.

8 . น )  I f  any new spaper in  respect o f w h ich  any security  has been o rdered  to 
be deposited unde r section  7 con ta ins any w o rds , signs o r v is ib le  rep resen ta ­
tio n s  w h ich , in  the  o p in io n  o f the  P res ident o f the U n ion , are o f the  nature 
described  in  section 4, sub-section (1), the  P res ident o f the U n ion  m ay, by no tice  
in  w r it in g  to  the  p u b lish e r of such new spaper, s ta ting  or describ ing  such w ords, 
signs o r v is ib le  rep resenta tions,—

la) w here  the security  has been depos ited , declare such secu rity , o r any 
p o rtio n  the reo f, to  be fo r fe ite d  to  [the  S ta te ]', o r 

(b) w here the  se cu rity  has no t been deposited, annul the  d e c la ra tio n  made 
by  the  p u b lish e r o f such new spaper un d e r section 5 o f the  Press 
(R e g is tra tio n ) A c t,

and m ay aliO declare a ll copies o f such newspaper wherever found  in  the U n ion  
o f B u rm a  to  be fo rfe ite d  to  [th e  S ta te ] l .

(2) A fte r  the e xp iry  o f ten days fro m  the  date of the issue o f a no tice  under 
sub-section (1) de c la rin g  a secu rity , o r any p o rtio n  the reo f, to  be fo r fe ite d , the  
dec la ra tion  made by  the  pub lishe r o f such newspaper under section 5 o f the Press 
(R eg is tra tion ) A c t sha ll be deem ed to  be annulled.

9. น )  W h e re  th e  se cu rity  g iven in  respect o f any newspaper, o r any 
p o rtio n  the reo f, is decla red  fo r fe ite d  unde r section 8 o r section 10 , any person 
m ak ing  a fresh  dec la ra tion  under section 5 o f the  Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t as 
p u b lish e r o f such newspaper, o r any o th e r new spaper w h ich  is the  same in 
substance as the  said newspaper, shall deposit w ith  the  M ag is tra te  be fo re  w hom  
the  de c la ra tio n  is made secu rity  to  such an am ount, no t be ing  less than  one 
thousand o r m ore than ten thousand rupees, as the  M ag is tra te  m ay th in k  f i t  to  
requ ire , in  m oney o r the equ iva len t th e re o f in  securities o f th e  G overnm ent of 
the  U n io n  o f B urm a o r the G overnm ent o f In d ia  o r Pakistan as the person 
m aking the  deposit m ay choose.

(2) W h ere  a p o rtio n  o n ly  o f the  security  g iven in  respect o f such newspaper 
has been declared fo rfe ite d  under section 8 o r section 10 , any u n fo r fe ite d  balance 
s t i l l  in  deposit snail be taken as p a rt o f the  am ount o f security  re q u ired  under 
sub-section น ) .

10. น )  I f ,  a fte r secu rity  has been deposited under section 9, the  newspaper 
again conta ins any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representa tions w h ich , in  the op in io n  of 
the  P resident o f the U n io n , are o f the  na tu re  described i l l  section 4, sub-section 
น ) ,  the P res ident o f the U n ion  may, by no tice  in  w r it in g  to  th e  pub lishe r o f such 
newspaper, s ta ting  o r describ ing  such w ords , signs o r v is ib le  representa tions, 
decla re—

(a) the  fu r th e r  secu rity  so deposited , o r any p o rtio n  th e re o f, and
(b) a ll copies c f such new spaper w hereve r found  in  the  U n ion  o f Burm a,

to be fo rfe ite d  to  [the  s ta te ]1.
{2' A fte r the e xp irv  o f ten days fro m  the  date o f the issue o f a no tice  under 

sub-section ( / ) ,  the  dec la ra tion  made by  the  p ub lishe r o f such new spaper under

1 Substituted by the U n ion  of Burm a (Adaptation of Laws) O rder, 1948.
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section ร o f the Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t sha ll be deemed to  be annu lled  and no 
fu r th e r dec laration in  respect o f such newspaper shall be made save w ith  the p e r­
m iss ion  o f the  P resident o f the  U nion.

11. (1) W h oeve r keeps in  h is possession a press w h ic h  is used fo r  th e  p r in t­
ing  o f books o r  papers w ith o u t m aking  a deposit under section  3 o r  section  5, as 
requ ired  by the P resident o f the  U nion o r the M ag is tra te , as the  case may be, 
shall on co n v ic tio n  by a M ag is tra te  be liab le  to the pena lty  to  w h ich  he w ou ld  be 
lia b le  i f  he had fa ile d  to make the  dec la ra tion  p rescribed by section 4 o f the Press 
(R eg istra tion) Act.

(2) W h o e ve r publishes any new spaper w ith o u t m aking  a deposit unde r section 
7 o r section 9, as requ ired  by the  P resident o f the  U n io n  o r the M ag istra te , as 
the  case m ay be, o r pub lishes such newspaper kn o w in g  tha t such secu rity  has not 
been deposited, sha ll on co n v ic tio n  b y  a M ag is tra te  be lia b le  to  the  pena lty  to 
w h ich  he w ou ld  be liab le  i f  he had fa ile d  to  make the  dec la ra tion  p rescribed by 
section 5 o f the  Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t.

12. น )  W h e re  a depos it is re q u ired  fro m  the  keeper o f a p rin tin g -p re ss  
unde r section 3, such press sha ll no t be used fo r  the p r in t in g  o r p u b lish in g  o f any 
newspaper, book o r o th e r docum ent a fte r the  e xp iry  o f the tim e a llow ed to  make 
the  deposit u n t i l  the deposit has been made, and w here a deposit is requ ired  fro m  
the  keeper o f a p rin ting -p ress unde r section ร, such press sha ll no t be so used 
u n til the  deposit has been made.

(2) W h e re  any p rin ting -p ress  is used in  con traven tion  o f sub-section (1), the 
P resident o f the  U n ion  m ay, by  no tice  i l l  w r it in g  to  t ile  keeper the reo f, declare 
th e  press to  be fo rfe ite d  to  [d ie  S tate] \

(3) W h e re  a deposit is requ ired  fro m  the  pub lisher o f a new spaper under 
section 7 and the  deposit is not made w ith in  the tim e a llow ed, the  dec la ra tion  
made by the  p u b lishe r unde r section  5 o f the Press (R e g is tra tio n ) A c t sha ll be 
deemed to  be annulled.

13. W h e re  any person has deposited any se cu rity  under th is  A c t and ceases 
to  keep the press in  respect o f w h ich  such se cu rity  was deposited, o r, be ing  a 
pu b lish e r, makes a dec la ra tion  un d e r section 8 o f the Press (R eg is tra tion ) A c t, he 
m ay app ly  to  the M ag is tra te  w ith in  whose ju r is d ic tio n  such press is s itua te  fo r the 
re tu rn  o f the  said secu rity  ; and thereupon such secu rity  shall, upon p ro o f to  the  
satisfaction o f the  M agistra te  and sub ject to  the  prov is ions he re inbe fo re  con ta ined , 
be re tu rned  to  such person.

14. W h e re  a n y  prin ting -p ress  is, o r any copies o f any new spaper, book  o r 
o th e r docum ent are, decla red fo r fe ite d  to  Lthe s ta te ]1 unde r section 4, section  6, 
section 8, section 10 o r section 12, the P res ident o f the  U n io n  m ay d ire c t a 
M ag is tra te  to issue a w a rra n t em pow ering  any p o lice -o fltce r, no t b e lo w  the  rank 
o f sub-inspector, to seize and  deta in  any p ro p e rty  o rde red  to  be fo r fe ite d  and to  
enter upon and search fo r  such p rope rty  in  any p rem ises—

(i) w here  any such p ro p e rty  m ay be or m ay be reasonably suspected to 
be, o r

(ii)  w here  any copy o f such newspaper, book o r o the r docum ent is kep t fo r 
sale, d is tr ib u tio n , p u b lica tio n  o r pu b lic  e x h ib it io n  o r is reasonably
suspected to  be so kep t.

U n a u t h o r is e d  N e w s - s h e e t s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s .
15. (?) T h e  M ag is tra te  m ay, by o rd e r in  w r it in g  and sub ject to  such co n d i­

tions  as lie  may th in k  f i t  to  im pose, au thorise  any person by  name to  pub lish  a 
news-sheet, o r to pub lish  news-sheets from  tim e  to tim e.

1 Substituted by the U n ion  of Burm a (Adaptation of Laws) O rder, 1948.
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(2) A  copy o f an o rd e r under sub-section ( l)  sha ll be fn rn ish e d  to  the person 

th e re b y  authorised .
(3) The M agistra te  m ay at any tim e  revoke an o rd e r made by h im  under 

sub-section (1).

16. i l)  A n y  po lice -o ffice r, o r any o the r person em pow ered in  th is  beha lf by  
the  P res ident o f the  U n ion , may seize any unau thorised  news-sheet o r unauthorised 
new spaper, w herever found .

(2) A ny D is lr ic t  M ag is tra te , S ubd iv is iona l M ag is tra te  o r M ag is tra te  o f the firs t 
class m ay b y  w a rra n t au thorise  any po lice -o ffice r no t b e lo w  the ra n k  o f sub­
inspecto r to enter upon and search any place w here any stock o f unauthorised 
news-sheets o r unau tho rised  newspapers m ay be o r m ay be reasonably suspected 
to  be, and  such po lice -o ffice r m ay seize any docum ents found  in  such place w h ich , 
in  his o p in io n , are unau thorised  news-sheets o r unau tho rised  newspapers.

(3) A ll  docum ents seized unde r sub-section (1) sha ll be p roduced as soon as 
m ay be before a D is tr ic t M ag is tra te , S ubd iv is iona l M ag is tra te  o r M ag is tra te  o f 
the firs t class, and a ll docum ents seized under sub-section (21 sha ll be produced  as 
soon as m ay be before the C ourt o f the  M agistra te  w ho  issued the  w a rra n t.

(4) I f ,  in  the op in io n  o f such M ag is tra te  or C ou rt, any o f such docum ents 
are unau thorised  news-sheets or unau thorised  newspapers, the M ag is tra te  o r 
C o u rt may cause them  to  be destroyed. I f ,  in  the  o p in io n  o f such M ag is tra te  or 
C ou rt, any o f such docum ents are n o t unauthorised  news-sheets o r unauthorised  
newspapers, such M ag is tra te  o r C ourt shall dispose o f them  in  the m anner 
p ro v id e d  in  sections 523, 524 and 525 o f the Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure .

17. ( l)  W h e re  a D is tr ic t  M ag is tra te  o r S ubd iv is iona l M ag is tra te  has reason 
to  believe th a t an unauthorised news-sheet o r unauthorised  new spaper is being 
p roduced fro m  an undeclared press w ith in  the  lim its  o f h is ju r is d ic tio n , he may 
b y  w a rra n t authorise any p o lice -o ffice r n o t be low  the  ra n k  o f su b -inspec to r to  
en te r upon and search any place w he re in  such undeclared press m a yb e  o r m ay be 
reasonably suspected to  be, and i f ,  in  the o p in io n  o f such po lice -o ffice r, any press 
found  in  such place is an undeclared press and is  used to  p roduce an unauthorised 
news-sheet 01 unau tho rised  newspaper, he m ay seize such press and any 
docum ents found  in  the  place w h ich  in  his o p in io n  are unau thorised  news-sheets 
o r unauthorised newspapers.

(2) T he  p o lice -o ffice r shall make a re p o r t o f the  search to  the  C o u rt w h ich  
issued th e  w a rra n t and shall p roduce  be fo re  such C ourt, as soon as may be, a ll 
p ro p e rty  seized ะ

P rov ided  tha t where any press w h ich  has been seized cannot be re a d ily  
rem oved, the po lice -o ffice r may produce before the  C ourt o n ly  such parts  the reo f 
as he m ay th in k  fit.

(3) I f  such C ourt, a fte r such in q u iry  as i t  may deem requ is ite , is o f op in ion  
th a t a press seized under th is  section is an undeclared press w h ich  is used to  
p roduce  an unauthorised  news-sheet 01' unau tho rised  newspaper, i t  may, by  o rde r 
โท w r it in g , declare the press to be fo r fe ite d  to [the  S ta te ]1. I f ,  a fte r such in q u iry , 
the  C ou rt is no t o f such o p in ion , i t  sha ll dispose o f the press in  the m anner p rov ided  
in  sections 5 2 3 , 52 4  and 525 o f the Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure.

(4) T he  C ourt shall deal w ith  docum ents produced  before i t  under th is  section 
in  the m anner p ro v id e d  in  sub-section  (4) of section 16.

18. (1) W h o e ve r makes, sells, d is tribu tes, publishes o r p u b lic ly  e xh ib its  or 
keeps fo r  sale, d is tr ib u tio n  o r p u b lica tio n , any unau tho rised  news-sheet o r news­
paper shall be punishable w ith  im prisonm en t w h ich  may extend to  s ix m onths, or 
\v ith  fine, o r w ith  bo th .

1 Substituted by the Union o f Burma (Adaptation o f Laws) O rder, 194Q,
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(2) N o tw ith s ta n d in g  any th ing  con ta ined  in  the  Code o f C rim ina l P rocedure, 
any offence punishab le  under sub-section ( / ) ,  and any abetm ent o f any such offence, 
shall be cognizable.

S p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  c e r t a in  d o c u m e n t s .

19. W h e re  any newspaper, book o r o th e r docum ent w hereve r m ade appears 
to  the P resident o f th e  (Jnion to  conta in  any w ords, signs o r v is ib le  representations 
o f the nature described in  section 4, sub-section (1), the P resident o f the  U n ion  
may, by n o tif ic a tio n  in the Gazette, s ta ting  the grounds o f his op in ion , declare 
every copy o f the  issue o f the newspaper, and every copy  o f such book o r o the r docu­
m ent to be fo rfe ite d  to [the  State] , and thereupon any p o lice -o ffice r may seize the 
same w herever found  i l l  the  U n ion  o f B urm a, and any M ag istra te  may by w a rra n t 
authorise any po lice -o ffice r not be low  the  rank  o f sub-inspecto r to  en te r upon and 
search fo r  the  same in  any prem ises w here  any copy o f such issue o r any such 
500k or o th e r docum ent may be o r  m ay be reasonably suspected to  be.

2 0 .  T he  C h ie f C ustom s-officer o r o the r o fficer au thorised  b y  the  P res ident o f 
the U n ion  in  th is  beha lf may de ta in  any p ickag?  b ro u g h t, w he the r by  land, sea o r 
a ir, in to  the  U n ion  o f Bu-rna w h ich  he suspects to  conta in  any newspapers, books 
o r o the r docum ents o f the  nature described in  section 4, sub-section (?), and shall 
fo r th w ith  fo rw a rd  copies o f any newpapers, b soks  o r o th e r docum ents fo u n d  
there in  to such o ffice r as the P resident o f th e  U n ion  m ay appo in t in  th is  beha lf, to 
be d isposed o f in  such m anner as the  P resident o f the  U n ion  m ay d irec t.

21. N o  unauthorised news-sheet o r unau thorised  new spaper sha ll be tra n s ­
m itte d  by post.

2 2 .  A n y  o fficer in  charge o f a post-office o r  au thorised  by  the [D ire c to r -  
G enera l o f Posts and T e le g ra ph s ]* in  th is  b e h a lf may de ta in  any a rt ic le  o the r 
than a le tte r  o r  pa rce l in  course o f transm ission b y  post w h ich  he suspects to 
conta in  —

(a) any newspaper, book  o r o th e r docum ent co n ta in in g  w ords , signs or
v is ib le  representa tions o f the nature described in  section 4, sub­
section (1), o r

(b) any unau thorised  news-sheet o r unau tho rised  new spaper,
and sha ll d e live r a ll such a rtic les  to  such o ffice r as the P res ident o f the U n ion  may 
appo in t in  th is  beha lf, to  be d isposed o f in  such m anner as the  P res ident o f the 
U n ion  m ay d ire c t.

P o w e r s  o f  H i g h  C o u r t .

23. (1) Tne keeper o f a p rin tin g -p re ss  w ho has been o rdered  to deposit 
secu rity  unde r sub-section  (3) o f section 3, 01' the p u b lish e r of a newspaper w ho  
has been o rde red  to deposit security  under sub-section (3) o f section 7, o r any 
person hav ing  an in te res t in  any p rope rty  in  respect o f w h ich  an o rd e r o f fo r fe itu re  
lias been m ade under section 4, section 6, section 8, section 10 o r section 19 m ay, 
w ith in  tw o m onths fro m  the date o f such o rde r, app ly to  the H ig h  C ourt to  set 
aside such o rde r, and the  H ig h  C ourt shall decide i f  the  newspaper, book o r o the r 
docum ent in  respect o f w h ich  the o rde r was made d id  o r d id  no t conta in  any

* S ubstitu ted  by th e  U nion  of Burma (A daptation  of Law s) O rder, 1948.
* No»v th e  D irec to r of Posts, see Act XX V , 1950.
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w ords, signs 01" v is ib le  representations o f the na ture  described in  section 4, sub­
section ( / ) .

(2) T he  keeper o f a p rin ting -p ress in  respect o f w h ich  an o rd e r o f fo rfe itu re  
has been made under sub-section (2) o f section 12  on the  ground th a t i t  has been 
used in  con traven tion  o f sub-section (1) o f th a t section m ay app ly  to  the  H ig h  
C ourt to  set aside the o rd e r on the  g round tha t the press was no t so used,

2 4 .  E ve ry  such app lica tion  shall be heard and determ ined by a Special H earin g  by 
B ench o f the H ig h  C ourt composed o f three Judges. B en ch '

25. (1) I f  i t  appears to  the spec ia l Bench on an app lica tion  under sub- 9 rde.r °f 
section (1) o f section 23 tha t the  w ords, signs or v is ib le  representations con-
ta ined  in  the  newspaper, book o r o ther docum ent in  respect of w h ich  the  o rd e r setting  aside 
in  question was made w ere no t o f the nature described in  section 4, sub-section fo rfe itu re .
(1), the Special Bench sha ll set aside the order.

(2) I f  i t  appears to th e  Special Bench on an app lica tion  under sub-section
(2) o f section 23 th a t the  prin ting-press was n o t used in  con traven tion  o f sub­
section (1) o f section 1 2 , i t  shall set aside the o rd e r o f fo rfe itu re .

(5) W h e re  there  is a d iffe rence o f o p in io n  am ong the  Judges fo rm in g  the 
Special Bench, the  decis ion shall be i l l  accordance w ith  the  op in ion  o f the 
m a jo r ity  o f those Judges.

(4) W h e re  there  is no such m a jo r ity  w h ich  concurs in  se tting  aside the  o rd e r 
in  question, the o rde r sha ll stand.

26. On the hearing o f an a p p lica tio n  under sub-section (1) o f section 23 E v idence  to 
w ith  reference to any newspaper, any copy o f such newspaper may be g iven P1,0',*-' iylture 
in  evidence in  a id  o f the  p roo f o f the  na ture  or tendency o f the  w ords, signs 11*™‘๒ ' '  
o r v is ib le  representations conta ined in  such newspaper, in  respect o f w h ich  p a p e r s ,

the  o rd e r was made.
2 7 . T h e  H ig h  C ourt sha ll fram e rules* to  regulate the  procedure  in  the  case P ro cedu re  in 

of such app lica tions, the am ount o f the costs thereof, and the execution  o f H igh C ourt, 
orders passed thereon, and u n til such ru les are fram ed  the  practice o f such
C ourt in  proceedings o th e r than suits and appeals sha ll app ly, so fa r as may 
be p racticab le , to  such app lica tions.

S u p p l e m e n t a l .
28. E ve ry  notice under th is  A c t shall be sent to a M agistra te , w ho sha ll Service of 

cause i t  to  be served in  the  m anner p rov ided  fo r  the service o f summonses under notices, 
the  Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure ะ

P rov ided  tha t, i f  service in  such m anner cannot by the  exercise o f due d iligence 
be effected, the serving o fficer shall, where the  notice is d irec ted  to the  keeper o f 
a press, a ffix  a copy the reo f to  some conspicuous p a rt o f the place w here the  
press is situate, as described in  the keeper’s dec la ra tion  unde r section 4 of the 
Press (R eg istra tion) Act, a n d  w h e r e  the  no tice  is d irec ted  to  the  pub lishe r o f a 
newspaper, to  some conspicuous pa rt o f the premises w here the  pub lica tion  of such 
newspaper is conducted) as g iven in  the  pu b lish e r’s decla ra tion  under section 5 o f 
the said A c t ; and thereupon the  no tice  shall be deemed to  have been du ly  served.

29. E ve ry  w a rran t issued unde r th is  A c t sha ll, so fa r as i t  re la tes to  a search) C onduct of 
be executed in  the  m anner p ro v id e d  fo r  the  execution  o f search-w arrants under searches, 
the Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure.

30. E ve ry  dec la ra tion  of fo rfe itu re  p u rp o rtin g  to  be made under th is  A c t Jurisdiction  
shall) as against a ll persons, be conclus ive  evidence th a t the fo r fe itu re  th e re in  barred.

1 F o r such ru le s , see H igh  C ourt N otification No. 10 (G enl.), d a ted  12th M arch, 1940 as 
am ended by N otification N o. 8 (G enl.), d a ted  26th A pril, 1950, a t p. 487 of th e  H igh C ourt Ruler, 
and O rd eri, T h ird  Erlition.

15
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re fe rre d  to has taken place, and no proceed ing  p u rp o rting  to  be taken under th is  
A c t shall be ca lled  in  question by any C ourt, except the H igh  C ourt 011 app lica tion  
under section 23, and 110 c iv il  o r c r im in a l proceeding, except as p rov ided  by th is  
A c t, sha ll be in s titu te d  against any person fo r any th ing  done o r in  good fa ith  
in tended  to be done under th is  A ct.

31. N o th in g  he re in  con ta ined  sha ll be deemed to  p reven t any person fro m  
be ing  prosecuted unde r any o th e r la w  fo r  any act o r om ission w h ich  constitu tes 
an offence against th is  A c t.

1 32. ( 1) W h o e ve r publishes, c ircu la tes  o r repeats in  p u b lic  any passage from  
a newspaper, book or o th e r docum ent, copies w hereo f have been declared to  be 
fo rfe ite d  to  [the  State]2 un d e r any law fo r  the tim e  be ing  in  force, shall be 
punished w ith  im prisonm en t fo r  a te rm  w h ich  m ay extend to  s ix m onths, o r w ith  
fine or w ith  bo th .

(2) N o C ourt shall take cognizance o f an offence punishable under th is  section 
unless the  P resident o f the U n ion  has ce rtif ie d  th a t the passage pub lished , 
c ircu la te d  or repeated conta ins, in  the  op in ion  o f the  P resident o l the  U n ion , 
sed itious o r o th e r m a tte r o f the nature re fe rred  lo  in  sub-section (1) o f section 99A 
o f the  Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure, o r sub-section ( / )  o f section 4 o f th e  Press 
(E m ergency Powers) A ct.

THE PUBLIC ORDER (PRESERVATION) ACT.
[ B u r m a  A c t  X V I ,  1947.] (3 rd  A p r il,  1947.)

W iiereas  i t  is expedient to make provisions fo r preserving peace and order 
in  certain areas ; *

I t  is hereby enacted as follows ะ—
1. ( / )  T h is  A c t may be ca lled the P ub lic  O rd e r (P re se rva tiาท) A c t, 1947.
(2) I t  shall come in to  fo rce  at once, and shall rem ain  in force u n til such 

date as the P resident o f the  U nion may by n o tifica tio n  declare i t  to  be no longer 
in  force.

(.?) I t  sha ll extend to  such areas3 as the P res ident o f the  U n ion  m ay, fro m  
tim e  to  tim e , by n o tifica tion , specify, and the  P resident o f the U n ion  may, in  such 
n o tifica tio n , exclude the ope ra tion  o f any provis ions o f th is  A c t fro m  such areas.

4 2. In  th is  A c t, unless the re  is any th ing  repugnant in  the sub ject or 
con tex t,—

(i) “  the Code means the Code o f C rim in a l P rocedure ;
(ii) “  p re ju d ic ia l act ”  means the  fo llo w in g  acts—

(a) any act d ire c tly  o r in d ire c t ly  connected w ith  any u n law fu l a c tiv ity
hav ing  fo r  its  ob jec t the  sm uggling o f op ium  or dangerous drugs 
con tra ry  to  any la w  fo r  the tim e  be ing  in  fo rce  ; 01*

( b )  any act which d irec tly  or in d ire c tly  abets or facilitates the commis­
sion o f any offence in respect o f firearm s o r am m un ition  con tra ry  
to the  A rm s A c t fo r  the tim e being in  fo rce  ; o r

น) any act which d irec tly  or ind ire c tly  abets or facilitates the smug­
gling of m ineral ores or concentrates contrary to any law for the 
time being in force ; or

1 T h is  section  w as o rg in a lly  section  5 of In d ia  Act X X III  of 1932. T h e  B urm a L aw s 
(A daptation) Act, 1940 (B u n n a  A ct X X V II of 1940) d irected  th a t s e c t iวท 5 of that Act should  be

ร ฟ ้, 1ร ฺร ่i ร ร พ ท , ,  (A dap ta tion  ๙  L aw .) O r d „ .  , « 8.
3 F o r a list of a reas  to  w hich  th is  Act is  extended, see H om e D ep artm en t N otification 

No. 1419, dated  19th D ecem ber 1947 (Burm a Gazette1 1947, P art I, p. 850), and  sam e  D ep artm en t 
N otification. No. 2, dated  6 th  Jan u a ry  1949 {Burma Gazette, 1949, P a r t I, p . 43).

„รินb stit 'i ted  by  Act IV , J9531


