
4. One-third part of the standard yard shall be called a standard foot, 
and one-thirty-sixth part of such a yard shall be called a standard inch-
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5- Any measure having stamped thereon or affixed thereto a certificate 
purporting to be made under the authority of the President of the Union or 
of any Government in India or Pakistan, and stating that the measure is of 
the length of the standard yard, or that a measure marked thereon as a foot or 
inch is of the length of the standard foot or standard inch, as the case* miy 
be, shall, when produced before any Court by any public servant having 
charge of the measure in pursuance of any direction published in the Gazette 
by order of the President of the Union, or by any person acting under the 
general or special authority of such a public servant, be deemed to be correct 
until its inaccuracy is proved.

6. A public servant having in pursuance of such a direction charge of 
such a measure as is mentioned in the last foregoing section shall allow any 
person to inspect it free of charge at all reasonable times and to compare 
therewith or with any measure marked thereon any measure which such person 
may have in his possession.

THE UPPER BURMA RUBY REGULATION.!

[Reg. XII, 1887.] (10th October, 1887.1

1. * * * *

2. In this Regulation, unless there is something repugnant in the subject 
or context,—

(1) “ precious stone ” or “ stone ” means ruby, spinel or sapphire, and
includes any other stone which the President of the Union may, 
by notification in the Gazette, declare to be a precious stone 
for the purposes of this Regulation ;

(2) “ stone-tract ” means a tract which the President of the Union has,
by notification in the Gazette, declared to be a local area in which 
precious stones are found ;

(3) “ native ” used with reference to a stone-tract, means a person
who was born, and during the five years immediately preceding 
the 10th October, 1887 3 has habitually resided, in the stone-tract :

(4) “ transport ” means to remove from one place to another within
the territory to which this Regulation extends ; and

(5) “ vessel ” includes anything made for the conveyance by water of
human beings or of property. * 2

> As its mure implies this Regu4tion ;;ppllies to Upper liurma only.
2 Date of commencement of this Regulation.
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3. Except as permitted by rules under this Regulation, no one shall—
(a) if he is not a native of a stone-tract, reside therein ;
(h) dig for or raise any precious stone in a stone-tract ;
(c) cut or dress any precious stone ;
(d) possess any precious stone in a stone-tract or, for the purposes of

trade in any place beyond the limits of a stone-tract ;
(e) buy or sell, or be otherwise a party to the transfer of, any

precious stone : or 
(/) transport any precious stone.

4. (l) The President of the Union may, by notification in the Gazette, 
make rules consistent with this Regulation to permit on such conditions and in 
consideration of such payments, if any, as he thinks fit, and to regulate, all or 
any of the following matters, namely :—

(a) the residence in a stone-tract of persons who are not natives
thereof ;

(b) the digging for or raising of precious stones in a stone-tract ;
(c) the cutting or dressing of precious stones ;
(d) the possession of precious stones in a stone-tract or. for the

purposes of trade, in any place beyond the limits of a stone- 
tract ;

(e) the purchase or sale of, or other mode of transferring, precious
stones : and

(/) the transport of precious stones.
(2) * * * *

5. (J) Rules under the last foregoing section may provide for the 
following among other matters, namely

(a) the grant of licences to do anything permitted by the rules to be
done ;

(b) the authority by which the licences may be granted ;
(c) the time and manner at and in which applications for the licences

are to be made ;
(d) the authority by which the conditions of the licences, and the

payments, if any, to be made therefor, are to be prescribed ;
(e) the powers which may be exercised for the purpose of enforcing

any provision of this Regulation or the rules or securing the 
fulfilment of any condition of a licence, and the authority by 
which those powers may be exercised ;

(/) the period for which any licence is to remain in force ;
(g) the authority by which fees may be prescribed for services

rendered to licensees and other persons under the rules, and 
the limitation of the amount of those fees :

(h) the authority by which forms may be prescribed for any of the
purposes of the rules ;

42 Upper Burma Ruby.
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(0 the exemption, absolutely or subject to conditions, of any precious 
stones from the operation of this Regulation or the rules ; and 

(/) any other matter for which it is, in the opinion of the President of 
the Union, necessary to make rules in the interests of the public 
or of the public revenue.

(2) A licence to dig for or raise precious stones in a stone-tract may 
impose on the holder thereof the condition that he shall, at the option of the 
authority granting the licence, or of some other authority appointed by the 
President of the Union in this behalf, or of some person upon whom the right 
of exercising the option has been conferred by the President of the Union by 
lease or other appropriate instrument under this Regulation, either—

(a) sell at his own valuation to that authority or person all or any 
stones which he or any person permitted by the licence to work 

• under him finds or raises, or
(h) pay on that valuation to that authority or person such duty in 

respect of the stones as the President of the Union directs and 
in accordance with such conditions, if any, as to the time, place 
and mode of payment as he may direct.

6. (/) If any person, in contravention of this Regulation or of any rule Offences, 
duly made thereunder, digs for or raises any precious stone, he shall, on 
conviction before a Magistrate of the first class, or, in a stone-tract, before a 
Magistrate of the second class specially empowered by the President of the 
Union in this behalf, be punished for each such offence with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to one year for the first offence, and to two years 
for any subsequent offence, or with fine, or with both.

(2) In either of the following cases, namely
(a) if any person, in contravention of this Regulation or of any rule

duly made thereunder, resides within a stone-tract, or possesses 
any precious stone in a stone-tract or for the purposes of trade 
in any place beyond the limits of a stone-tract, or buys or sells, 
or is otherwise a party to the transfer of, any precious stone, 
or transports any precious stone, or

(b) if any licensee fails or refuses to comply with any provision of
any rule duly made under this Regulation, or commits a breach 
of any condition of his licence,

he shall, on conviction before a Magistrate of the first class, or, in a stone- 
tract, before a Magistrate of the second class specially empowered by the 
President of the Union in this behalf, be punished for each such offence with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month for the first offence, 
and to six months for any subsequent offence, or with fine, or with both.

7. Subject to any rule under this Regulation, it shall be presumed in a Presumption 
prosecution under section 6. until the contrary is proved, that any stone for tl1"^0>ecu' 
which the accused person is unable to account satisfactorily is a stone in
respect of which he has committed an offence under that section.
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8- (/) Any stone in respect of which an offence under section 6 has been 
committed shall be liable to confiscation.

(2) When the offender is convicted, or when the person charged with an 
offence in respect of any stone is acquitted but the Magistrate decides that the 
stone is liable to confiscation, the confiscation may be ordered by the Magistrate.

(1) When an offence under section 6 has been committed but the offender 
is not known or cannot be found, the Deputy Commissioner, or other officer 
authorized by the President of the Union in this behalf either by name or by 
office, shall inquire into and determine the case, and may order the confisca
tion of the stone in respect of which the offence was committed :

Provided that the order shall not be made until one month has expired 
after the date of the seizing of the stone, nor until an opportunity has been 
given to the persons, if any, claiming any right to the stone of being heard 
and of producing evidence in support of their claims.

(4) When a stone not in the possession of any person cannot be satisfac
torily accounted for, the Deputy Commissioner or other officer may proceed 
with respect thereto under sub-section (J) as if it were a stone to which that 
sub-section applied.

(5) The Magistrate, Deputy Commissioner or other officer may, instead 
of ordering the confiscation of a stone liable to be confiscated, give the owner 
of the stone an option to pay, in lieu of confiscation, such sum as the officer 
thinks fit.

9. (1) Any officer authorized by the President of the Union in this behalf 
either by name or by office, who has reason to believe, from personal know
ledge or from information given by any person and taken down in writing, 
that any stone liable to confiscation under section 8 is to be found in any 
building, vessel or enclosed place, may, after sunrise and before sunset,—

(«) enter the building, vessel or place ;
(b) in case of resistance, break open any door and remove any other

obstacle to his entry ;
(c) search for and seize the stone ; and
W) detain and search, and if he thinks proper arrest, any person whom 

he has reason to believe to be guilty of any offence relating to 
the stone. ■

(2) Any officer authorized by the Deputy Commissioner in this behalf 
may—

(a) search for and seize, in any open place or in transit, any stone 
which he has reason to believe to be liable to confiscation under 
section 8 :

(/>) in a stone-tract, detain and search any person whom he has reason 
to believe to be gufity of any offence under section 6. and. if 
necessary, arrest that preson and any other person ip his 
company ;
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(c) elsewhere, detain and search any person whom be has reason to 
believe to be guilty of any offence under section 6, and, if that 
person has any stone in his possession, arrest him and any other 
person in his company.

(3) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure relating to searches 
under that Code shall, so far as they can in the circumstances for the time 
being be made applicable, apply to searches under sub-section (/) and sub
section (2).

(4) In either of the following cases, namely :—
(n) if an officer authorized to act under sub-section (/) enters, without 

reasonable ground of suspicion, any building, vessel or place, or
(b) if' an officer authorized to act under sub-section (/) or sub-section 

(2) vexatiously and unnecessarily makes any search or detains 
or arrests any person,

the officer shall for every such offence be punished with fine which may extend 
to five hundred rupees.

(5) Where an officer is sentenced to a fine for an offence under the last 
foregoing sub-section, the Court imposing the fine or confirming the sentence 
may presume, for the purposes of section 545 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, that injury has been caused by the offence and that substantial 
compensation is recoverable by civil suit in respect of the injury.

10. (/) A Magistrate may issue his warrant for the arrest of any person 
whom he has reason to believe to have committed an offence under section 6, 
or for the search, by day or by night, of any building, vessel or place in which 
he has reason to believe any stone liable to confiscation under section 8 to be 
kept or concealed.

(2) Warrants issued under this section shall, so far as the circumstances 
for the time being admit, be executed in accordance with the provisions of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure.

11. (/) A person arrested or stone seized under section 9 shall be for
warded without delay to the officer in charge of the nearest police-station.

(2) A person arrested or stone seized under section 10 shall be forwarded 
without delay to the Magistrate by whom the warrant under that section was 
issued.

(J) The police-officer or Magistrate, as the case may be, to whom a person 
or stone is forwarded under sub-section (/) or sub-section (2), shall, with all 
convenient despatch, take such measures as may be necessary for the disposal 
according to law of the person or stone. 12

12. When an officer makes an arrest or seizure under section 9 or fKtion
10. he shall, within forty-eight hours next after the arrest or seizure, make a 
full report of all the particulars of the arrest or seizure to his immediate 
official superior.

Upper Burma Ruby.

Issue of 
warrants by 
Magistrates.

Disposal of 
persons 
arrested and 
stones seized.

Report of 
arrests and 
seizures.



46 Upper Burma Ruby.

Obligation 
to give in
formation of 
offences.

Power for 
President 
to grant 
lease.

Recovery of 
arrears of 
fees, duties 
and rents.

Acquisition 
of land for 
lessee.

13. A police-officer, railway-servant, carrier of goods for hire or person in 
the employ of such a carrier, who is aware of the commission of or of the 
intention to commit an offence under section 6. shall be legally bound to give 
immediate information, orally or in writing, of the commission of or intention 
to commit the offence to a Magistrate, or to a police-officer above the rank of 
constable.

14. The President of the Union may grant by lease or other appropriate 
instrument, with respect to all or any stone-tracts or to any stone-tract, the 
right to exercise the option referred to in section 5. sub-section (2).

15. (/) Any fee, duty or other money due to the Government under any 
rule or licence made or given under this Regulation, and any money due to the 
Government from a grantee under the last foregoing section, may be recovered 
from the person from whom the money is due, or from his surety, if any, as 
if it were an arrear of revenue. 1

(2) Nothing in sub-section (/) shall be construed to affect the right of the 
Government to proceed by suit, in addition to or in lieu of any process autho
rized by that sub-section, for the recovery of any such money as is mentioned 
in the sub-section,

16. If, in the opinion of the President of the Union, the acquisition of 
any land on behalf of a grantee under section 14 is desirable for the purposes 
of this Regulation, the President of the Union may, at the request of the 
grantee, proceed to acquire the land under the provisions of the Land Acquisi
tion Act and, on payment by the grantee of the compensation awarded under 
that Act, and of the charges incurred by the Government in connection with 
the proceedings, the land shall vest in him, subject to such conditions, if any. 
as the President of the Union may in each case prescribe.
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* See sections 41 and 47 of the Upper Burma Land and Revenue Regulation.


