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Pyithu Hluttaw

Pyithu Hluttaw approves 
amendments to five bills
AT the 19th meeting of the 
current Pyithu Hluttaw (Low-
er House) session in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday, MPs agreed to 
amendments proposed by the 
bill committee to the Pest Con-
trol Bill and the Botanical Spe-
cies Protection Bill, which were 
returned by the Amyotha Hlut-
taw with amendments. 

The Botanical Species Pro-
tection Bill was sent back with 
35 amendments by Amyotha 
Hluttaw, three of which were 
approved by the Pyithu Hlut-
taw. 

During the meeting, U My-

int Soe, an MP from Pyawbwe 
Constituency, asked for a plan 
to invite foreign investment 
for vehicle manufacturing in 
Myanmar in order to stimulate 
the car market with cheaper op-
tions. 

In response to the ques-
tion, U Myo Aung, the Deputy 
Minister for Industry, said an 
Automobile Policy has been 
drafted by relevant ministries 
in April last year. Inviting for-
eign investment to produce cars 
at home is included in the draft, 
the deputy minister added.—
Myanma News Agency
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Ceremony held at Yangon 
General Hospital to celebrate 
free cleft-adjustment surgeries

THE availability of free oper-
ations to correct cleft lips and 
cleft palates was celebrated 
at a ceremony at the Training 
Centre of the Yangon General 
Hospital on Tuesday. The cer-
emony was jointly organised by 
the Regional Treatment Depart-
ment and the Yangon Region 
Women’s Affairs Organisation. 

Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Myint Swe said this was 
the 13th time the programme 
has been conducted by the 
Women’s Affairs Organisation 

since 2001. He offered his best 
wishes to patients who received 
the operations. Daw Khin Thet 
Htay, patron of the Women’s 
Affairs Organisation, received 
K3,600,000 from donors to the 
programme in 2015.  

After the ceremony, Chief 
Minister U Myint Swe and his 
party toured the facility and 
comforted the patients. This 
year, 78 patients received free 
operations at the hospital, up 
from 53 last year.—Myanma 
News Agency

A coordination meeting on 
transferring the duties of the 
Head of State and of the govern-
ment was held in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday.

The meeting, led by Na-
tional League for Democracy 
chairperson Daw Aung San Suu 

Kyi, included discussions on 
detailed plans for cooperation 
between the current government 
and the winners of the 8 No-
vember elections for a smooth 
transfer. 

The government side was 
led by Union Minister for Infor-

mation U Ye Htut, along with 
Deputy Director-General U 
Maung Maung Ohn and Director 
U Zaw Htay, while the Nation-
al League for Democracy was 
represented by U Win Htein, Dr 
Myo Aung and Dr Aung Thu.—
Myanma News Agency

Govt, NLD discuss smooth 
transfer of government duties

Japan-funded ADB project to support 
small businesses in Mon State
THE Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) announced yesterday that 
it will administer a US$3 million 
project funded by Japan to ensure 
job creation and income genera-
tion for small businesses in Mon 
State. 

The project aims to support 
entrepreneurs selling crafts and 
local food to tourists and residents 
in four townships—Chaungzon-
kyun,Kyaikto, Mawlamyine and 
Mudon—to raise their incomes 
and to give them new entrepre-
neurial opportunities, the bank 
said.

The four Mon townships lie 

on a road section that runs through 
the Greater Mekong Sub-region’s 
East-West Economic Corridor, 
linking Myanmar to Thailand, 
Laos and Vietnam. 

Under the project, local entre-
preneurs will have the opportunity 
to attend a capacity building pro-
gramme to help develop business 
management capabilities and links 
to suppliers and micro finance pro-
viders. Moreover, the project will 
finance the construction of a mar-
ket facility in Mawlamyine and a 
processing centre in Kyaikto. 

“The project aims to iden-
tify new craft and food product 

lines, provide technical, business 
and management skills to exploit 
them, and help small businesses, 
particularly those run by women 
and the poor, access affordable 
credit and links to new markets, 
giving incomes a substantial lift,” 
said Uzma Hoque, senior social 
development specialist for the 
ADB’s Southeast Asia Depart-
ment.

The ADB has acknowledged 
that tourism in Mon state offers 
substantial opportunities due to 
the popularity of the Kyaiktiyo(-
Golden Rock) Pagoda in Kyaikto. 
However, the bank pointed out 
that a lack of product knowledge, 
management skills and access to 
technology hampers small busi-
nesses from taking full advantage 
of this fast-growing industry.     

According to the bank, the 
project will cover 900 households 
across 12 villages in the four 
townships, targeting women to 
comprise 60 percent of the pro-
ject’s beneficiaries.

Along with the ADB’s assis-
tance, the Myanmar government 
and local communities will pro-
vide support equivalent to about 
$450,000, said the Manila-based 
bank. 

The project is scheduled for 
completion in December 2019.
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