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to Commodore Lambert; the Myowoon of Rangoon was recalled to Ava, in com-
pliance with the representations of the Bengal Government, there to have the
charges of extortion preferred against him, investigated and disposed of ; and on
the 14th of waxing Pyatho, 1213, there arrived from the Court of Ava, the
Narthawady Ayabine Pyee Shuay Down -Myowoon Thado Menggree Maha
. Meng tha Meéng Khoung Kyan, with orders to proceed to Rangoon as Plenipo-
tentiary ; Commodore Lambert then sent the interpreter Edwards to him to
request an interview, and the Ayabine told the interpreter that he must return
to him, and tell him on what day the Commodore proposed coming. This com-
munication took place in the’ morning, and &t about 10 a.m., the interpreter
Edwards, accompanied by some subordinate officers, who had all been drinking
to excess, came riding inte the ‘Ayabine’s court-yard, and overbearing all the
attempts made to stop them; they were, however, desired to wait, as the
Ayabine was then asleep, but they would not, and went off, and the man-of-war
afterwards weighing anchor and dropping down, the Ayabine sent off the Dallah
woon, the Yewoon, and Tseetkay, to her, to say that the provisions of the Yandaboo
Treaty would be henceforth respected; that the money taken from the two
English captains would be immediately returned; and that temporary accommo-
dation should be provided for the Commodore, befitting a great’Ambassador,
and where the two authorities could meet and discuss matters. The Dallah woon,
the Yewoon, and the Tseetkay, however, returned with a reply as contrary to
established etiquette as it was calculatéd to disturb existing relations between
the two countries, that the affair could only be settled by the Ayabine repairing
on board the frigate. Some time after, 4 p.m. of the same day, we merchants
having become alarmed, some of our wives got on board of ships, leaving their
husbands behind, and husbands went, and left their wives -behind, and our pro-
perty altogether suffered considerable damage on the occasion. Besides all this,
at 12 p.M. that night, the King’s ship ¢ Ratuna Yeng no woon” had her chain-
cable cut, and was forcibly carried off by two steamers. Eight Chullia vessels
were forced to quit the port without their papers, and under pain of being fired
into. The crews who had been thus threatened, came ashore to communicate
with their owners, but, in the meantime, their ships were forcibly carried away b
the steamers, and the shipowners and masters, Wustan, Mahomed Akhbar,
Marec ooddeen, and Mahomed, were left behind with some of their lascars;
these vessels had neither taken in their provisions, nor had they completed their
cargo, which was a great loss. In consequence, also, of the officer commanding,
Commodore Lambert, carrying the King’s ship off at night, with his steamers,
all the merchants, great and small, both at Rangoon and at Ava, have been put
to great trouble and vexation, and their occupation as merchants is gone. We,
therefore, pray that your Lordship will, in equity, issue such instructions as may
relieve us from our troubles, place our trade on its former footing, and restore

peace.

Inclosurev 1‘2 in No. 6.

The- Governor of Martaban to the British Commissioner at Moulmein.

[

' Janua’ry"2l, 1852.

Tikla Myo tsa Motama Myo Mingyee (Martaban Governor), Mingyee
Maha thinkha yah, informs-the Moulmein Mingyee and Ayabine Ming (Commis-
sioner and Principal Assistant Commissioner), that, forasmuch as peace and
tranquillity is the sole object in view between the two great kingdoms, a friendly
intercourse being established, traffic has ‘hitherto been carried on between the
merchants of the two countries without interruption.” In consequence, however,
of complaints having been preferred against the former Rangoon Myowoon,
that he oppressed foreign merchants, certain English officers were dispatched on
a mission to represent them. These officers arrived, and thirty-five days being
fixed as the period within whieh their dispatches were to be transmitted, and the
Royal answer received, while yet the mandate issued from the Shuay Shoot Tah
(the Golden Royal Court) was on its way to India, there came the intelligence
that the English oflicers had attacked and carried off the Kings ship out of the
port of Rangoon. Now the Govemoi'-?eneral of India simply appointed the
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Mission to treat ; they had no instructions to fight-; and, should this capture of
His Majesty’s ship prove the occasion of a fierce war, the trade between the twe
countries will be sacrificed for an unprofitable quarrel. It is not right that there
should be a war. The character of those in authority depends upon peace, and
a free and uninterrupted trade ; hence, therefore, the dispatch of these letters;
and it is requested that the English Government will return a full and explicit
answer to them.

Inclosure 13 in No. 6.

Colonel Bogle to Mr. Halliday.

Moulmein, Januwary 30, 1852.

ON Wednesday, the 28th instant, two messengers came over from Mar-
taban, bringing a letter to the Principal Assistant Commissioner, to say that a
party of our police up the Salween had attacked the Burmese village of Pagat;
that the people there had driven back the police; but, being apprehensive that a
more serious collision might take place, the Burmese authorities earnestly
requested that measures might be taken to repress any aggressive disposition on
the part of our people, and to preserve peace.

. It appearing to me, from the tone of the Burmese authorities, that the
intelligence they had sent was true, and that they were actuated by a very
friendly feeling, and not having received any report of the matter from any
other source, I thought that the best way of settling the affair was to get into a
steamer, and proceed to the spot at once.

I accordingly embarked in the “Phlegethon”™ at 4 p.M. of the 28th,
taking with me the Principal Assistant Commissioner of Province Amherst,
Lieutenant Hopkinson, and proceeded up the Salween. .

In passing Martaban, in the evening, we saw the Burmese messengers,
who had been sent back a few hours before, with the answer which I had
directed to be written to the Governor, assuring him of my unwillingness that
any acts of hostility should at present be perpetrated, and of my resolution to
have the matter, which he had brought to notice, immediately inquired into, just
about to land ; and in a very short time after this the steamer took the ground
close to the Martaban fortification, and remained fast for twenty minutes, within
short musket-range of the walls. The place was well filled with men, and I
observed a couple of guns mounted on the ramparts; but no advantage was
taken of the steamer being aground; and we remained unmolested until the tide
rose, and the ‘“ Phlegethon ”” proceeded on her voyage.

Nor did the Burmese appear to entertain any fears that we would annoy
them ; the wharf near their large pagoda, and their walls on which, when pass-
ing a fortnight before, 1 did not see a single soul, were now crowded with men
sitting quietly looking at us ; the red flag—emblem of war—was flying arrogantly
enough at many points all along the line; but women were also to be seen
seated along the bank, which indicated perfect confidence that the steamer had
not suddenly appeared within pistol-shot of the place with the intention of
harassing any one.

As I passed the two gun-boats employed in blockading Martaban, I
learnt from the Commanders of each, that a kind of war-boat, containing fifty or
sixty men, all dressed in red jackets, had proceeded up the Salween, about two
hours before. These men were, no doubt, dispatched as a reinforcement to the
village of Pagat.

In the course of the night, Lieutemant Hopkinson received a dispatch
from Mr. Dray, superintendent of river police, stating that, having been
directed to proceed to Pagat, to reconmoitre it, in consequence of its having
some days before been reported that an assemblage of armed men had
taken place there, and that they were engaged in stockading their position, and
threatened an attack on our villages, he had accordingly proceeded to recon-
noitre the place on Tuesday, the 27th instant, but that on approaching it (it i
situated on the right bank of the Salween), his party had been fired into, on
which he returned the fire, and seeing one large boat of a kind commonly used
for offensive purposes, though mnot absolutely deserving to be classed as a war-
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boat, he had seized it and carried it off, as also some six or eight other boats of
a smaller description. ' :

Next morning I arrived at the place where Mr. Dray was with thess
boats, but it appearing to me that they were not such as need be taken, I
ordered them to be towed to Pagat, which place I reached about noon. On
approaching it, a number of armed men moving about in the jungle, and hurry-
ing towards the landing-place, with muskets on_shoulder, were distinctly visible
from the deck of the steamer, and ameng them were a good many in red jackets,
some of whom, I bhave reason to believe, were the men who had been sent up
from Martaban the day before, and they seemed prepared to dispute any attempt
at landing. On getting close into the shore, it was, however, observed that
some men were at the water’s edge, as if awaiting a communication from the
steamer; they were accordingly hailed, and told to come on board, bringing
with them any headman who might be there; on which a boat immediately
pushed off, without the least hesitation, and without a single armed man, and in
it I was surprised to find the Martaban. official, who had the day before brought
the letter respecting the collision which had occurred, over to Moulmein, and
whom, at sunset, I had seen landing at Martaban.

From him I learnt, that during the night he had been dispatched by the
Governor of Martaban, to summon the chief of Pagat to his presence, and to
take every possible measure to prevent hostilities; and he assured me, that,
having pulled all night, he had arrived that morning, and had, in conformity
with his instructions, dispatched the chief to Martaban, and caused it to be
intimated to all the inhabitants of Pagat and the neighbourhood, that they were
to conduct themselves in the most peaceful manner possible, and to do nothing
that could be offensive to the English authorities; and he begged that the people
on the British side might receive similar orders.

He was immediately assured that I had no other desire than that all
should remain quiet and peaceful, and, as a proof of my reluctance to avail
myself of the power at my command, I directed all the boats which had been
taken from Pagat, to be cast adrift from the stern of the “ Phlegethon,” and
restored to the Burmese, at the same time administering a stern warning to the
recipients, that if the people of Pagat, who are notorious robbers, put a foot on
the British side of the river, under the present state of affairs, they might
chance to receive a less agreeable visit from the steamer, at whose crew and
armament they gazed with considerable interest.

Having settled this matter to the entire satisfaction of the Burmese
functionary, and received his earnest protestations of a desire to remain at peace,
I visited several of our police ports and villages, where Lieutenant Hopkinson
issued such orders as seemed proper; we then returned towards Moulmein, but
again got aground under the walls of Martaban, and remained six hours hard
and fast, within pistol-range of the shore; during the time (it was night) we
could distinctly see crowds of Burmese around their watch-fires, but except just
when the steam was blowing off with the remarkable noise which it always
makes, they took no notice of us.

Now, coupling all the circumstances of this trip with the recent com-
‘munications from the Governors of Rangoon and Martaban, noticed in my letter
of the 27th instant, it appears to me probable that the pacific tone assumed by
the Burmese is in consequence of orders from the Governor of Rangoon, to
whom Martaban is now subordinate, or it may be dictated by weakness, and a
backward state of preparation.

- It is very true that a number of armed men, several thousands, have
been collected in Martaban, and that smaller bodies have been wsollested at
Pagat, and various other places along the frontier, and that these men conduct
themselves with much arrogance; as an instance of which I may mention that
about a week ago a message was sent, first in the morning, and repeated in the
evening, to the gun-boat * Trusty,” four 12-pounders, anchored on blockading
duty right in front of Martaban, to say that if she did not move out of shet she
would be fired into, but the threat was not attended to ; and none of our posts or
boats have yet been attacked ; on the contrary, an apparent desire has been shown
to avert hostilities, and to await in peace the fiat of the two Governments, or,
perhaps, I should say, of the Governor-General alone; whether this proceeds
from a pacific intention, or merely a desire to gain time, is a matter which will
I2
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soon develop itself; in the meantime the force now here, with the aid of a
steamer and gun- boa.ts, may be considered sufficient for all probable exigencies.

A river steamer would certainly be a valuable acquisition, and if it is
intended that a defensive course should be long maintained, I would recommend
that one should be sent down.

Inclosure 14 in No. 6.
Mr. Halliday to Colonel Bogle.

Fort William, February 13, 1852.

I AM directed by the Governor-General in Council to acknowledge the
receipt of your despatch by the ‘ Fire Queen,” received on.the 9th instant,
inclosing certain letters with translations; forwarded to you from Martaban, for
transmission to the Government of India.

It is not, I am directed to state, necessary that you should make any
reply to the letters which the Governors of Rangoon and Martaban have sent.

The Burmese authorities having thought proper to reject the demands
which the Governiment of India has made, that Government will proceed to
exact the reparation which has been unjustifiably withheld from it.

Should any further communications be received from the Burmese
authorities, you are requested to transmit them to me, with translatlons, to be
laid before the Governor-General in Council.

You will be informed by a future dispatch, of ‘the precxse nature of the
measures to be adopted by the Government of India, in order to compel the
Burmese Government to accede to its demands. :

Inclosure 15 in No. 6.
Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.

H.M.S. “Foz,” in the Rangoon River,
February 2, 1852.
I HAVE the honor to transmit a letter, with a translation by Captain
Latter, which I received to-day from the Governor of Rangoon, in reply to your
communication to him dated the 26th ultimo.

Inclosure 16 in No. 6
The Governor of Rangoon to Mr. Halliday.

Rangoon, February 2, 1852.

MAHAMENGLA MENGKHOMYGYAN (with titles), Governor of
Rangoon, informs Mr. Frederick James Halhday, Secretary to the Government
India (with titles).

With reference to the demand of an expressmn of deep regret for the
circumstance of the deputation of officers sent by Commodore Lambert on the
6th of January last, being said to have been publicly treated with disrespect ;

With reference to the being willing immediately to make good the sum of
9,948 rupees, said to have been extorted from Captains Lewis and Sheppard, by
the former Governor of Rangoon ;

With reference to being willing to receive a Resident with all honor due to
his rank and station, in conformity to the VIIth Article of the Treaty of
Yandaboo ;

That with reference to the above three points, if they are acceded to
by the Governor of Rangoon, first, the ship belonging to the King of Ava, which
has been seized, will be given back; secondly, the blockade now existing will
be raised, and perfect concord restored.
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~ ‘With reference to the above points contained in your letter, I, the Governor
of Rangoon, taking them into my careful consideration, g1ve the following
reply :—

On the 6th of January, 1852, Commodore Lambert, at midnight, took
away the ship belonging to His Majesty the King of Ava. On the following
day, I sent the Deputy Governor of Rangoon to represent to Commodore
Lambert, that the act of taking His Majesty’s ship by stealth, and unjustly, was
in no wise in accordance with the acts proper to two great nations. :

Commodore Lambert stated in reply, that his reason for seizing the King’s
ship was, because a deputation of subordinate officers sent by him had not been
received.

Commodore Lambert then wrote a letter to the Prime Ministers of Ava, as
also a transmitting one to myself, which were delivered to one of my subordinate
officers. These letters were to the effect, that he, Commodore Lambert, had
seized the King’s ship, because the pecuniary claims under discussion had not
been satisfied.

‘What Commodore Lambert expressed, as above stated, both verbally and
in writing, was not in conformity with the custom of great nations. This the
Government of India arc aware of ; moéreover, being aware of it, they have
written a friendly letter, evincing their wish that the long-existing good under-
standing between the two nations should be renewed and commerce and com-
munication restored as they were before.

- Therefore, as soon as the officer which the Govemment of India is prepared
to appoint in conformity with existing treaties, shall arrive, a satisfactory and
amicable arrangement can be made of the payment of the 9,948 rupees extorted
from Captains Lewis and Sheppard ; also with reference to the re-delivery of the
King of Ava’s ship, seized by Commodore Lambert. :

-With reference to the question of the disrespect said to have been shown
to the deputation sent with a letter by Commodore Lambert, it should be borne
in mind, that the English officers have been stating their own version of the
case, and consequently, whilst shielding themselves, they have thrown all the
blame on the other side.

Inclosure 17 in No. 6.

Minute by the Governor-General.

(Extract.) February 12, 1852.

THE dispatch of Commodore Lambert dated the 2nd instant, contains
the reply of the Governor of Rangoon, to the letter from the Government of
India, dated the 26th ultimo.

That letter contained the ultimatum of the British Government. It
required—

Ist. That the Government should transmit a written apology for the insult
to which the British officers had been subjected at Rangoon on the 6th of
January last.

2nd. That he should pay, immediately, the sum of 9,900 rupees, demanded
as compensation to Captain Sheppard and Captain Lewis.

3rd. That he should consent to receive in due and fitting manner, the Agent
who should be appointed under the Treaty of Yandaboo.

If the Governor of Rangoon should at once make these concessions, the
Government of India agreed to send an Envoy for the adjustment of every
difference, and the King’s ship was to be restored.

The reply of the Governor of Rangoon, far from making the required
concessions, has evaded them all.

The demand for an apology on account of the insult offered to British
officers at Rangoon is practically rejected, with a remark most offensive in the
inference it implies.

The reparation to the persons plundered has not been paid.

There is no consent given to an Agent being received.

The reply of the Governor, after reiterating complaints of the proceedings
of our officers, simply states that the Envoy of rank, to whom reference was
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made, should be sent, and that conference would then be held regardmg
payment of reparation, and the restoration of the King’s ship.

This letter leaves to the Government of India, in my deliberate judgment, no
alternative but to exaect reparation by force of arms.

If, allured by the specious appearance of a desire for reconciliation,
eontained in the Governor’s suggestion that an Envoy should now be sent, the
Government of India shall acquiesce in that request, it will suffer itself to be
decoyed into a feeble and false position.

It will, in so doing, openly abandon every demand for reparation it has so

peremptorily and justly advanced. It will tamely submit itself to national
insult. It will give reasonable ground, for all who desire it, to assert, that the
offensive accusation of its officers, by the Governor of Rangoon, must needs be
true, since his treatment of those officers, and his subsequent accusation of
them, are alike unresented; and not only so, but they are themselves superseded
by another negotiation. In one word, the position of the two Governments will
be suddenly and wholly reversed.
* These acts on the part of the Government of India will, umloubtedly, be
misconstrued ; its motives in so acting will be misunderstood ; and, in the eyes
of the Burmese Nation, and of every Eastern people that is looking on, the British
Government, having relinquished the demands it had peremptorily advanced, and
having abandoned the officers it was bound to uphold, will, unquestionably, be
regarded as having submitted to humiliation and avowed defeat.

I have sincerely desired, and have earnestly laboured, for the preservation
of peace; but I cannot, con51stently with the duty whlch I owe to the State,
consent to purchase a present peace at so costly a price.

The commencement of war is an act of such solemn importance, and
involves so deep a responsibility, that I consider it right to pass in review the
events which have led, so rapidly and so unexpectedly, to the present hostilities
with Burmah, in order to absolve the Government of India from the reproach of
having lightly sought a quarrel, or insufficiently striven to avert it.

For many years past complaints, from time to time, have been made of
acts of oppression and of violation of Treaty by the Burmese Governors. . None,
however, had been brought forward of sufficient extent or significancy, to call for
the formal notice of this Government.

But a few months ago, representations were addressed to the Government of
India by the captains of two English merchantmen, setting forth very gross acts
of violence and outrageous violation of the rights of British subjects by the
Governor of Rangoon. The facts appeared unquestioned,—the right of those
persons to claim the protection of their Government, and through it to obtain
redress and reparation, was undoubted.

The Government of India accordingly requested Commodore Lambert, in
command of certain of Her Majesty’s ships, to proceed to Rangoon, for the
purpose of representing the wrong that had been done, and of seeking redress.

The rank of that officer, and his standing, not merely pointed him out as
the proper officer to be entrusted with this demand, but seemed to render it
inexpedient that any officer of less rank sbould be employed while he was present.
Commodore Lambert was supplied with precise instructions for his guidance;
and it was specially enjoined upon him, that no act of hostility should be com-
mitted, though the reply of the Governor should be unfavourable; nor until
definite instructions,* regarding such hostilities, should be given by the Govern-
ment of India.

Upon his arrival at Rangoon, Commodore Lambert found it, in his
judgment, impracticable to treat in any way with the then Governor of that
province ; and, as the most probable mode of conducting the matter to a peace-
able conclus10n, he transmitted, at once, the letter from the Government of
India to the King of Ava, requiring the removal of the Governor, and the repa-
ration claimed for the injury done to the captains of the ships.

In due time, an answer was received at Rangoon from the King. It was
éouched in friendly terms, and promised that the Governor should be removed,
and that redress should be afforded.

The Governor was accordingly removed, and his successor arrived at
Rangoon.
~ In reply to a message which was conveyed to him on the 5th of January,

* Letter of Secretary to Government, October 31, 1851.
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the Governor stated that * he would be most happy, at any time, to receive any
communication from the Commodore.”*

On the following day, the 6th of January, a deputation, headed by Captain
Fishbourne, the next officer in rank to Commodore Lambert, proceeded to the
- Governor’s residence, for the purpose of delivering to him a letter from the
Commodore, on behalf of the British Government.

. The officers were refused admittance. .

, Assuming that there was, in the deputing of these officers, a neglect of
strict form, although (be it observed) no such forms had been attended to on: his

- own part, by the Governor of Rangoon, whose letter had been conveyed to the
Commodore by officers of the humblest rank, and admittance had been freely
granted to them ; admitting, I say, that ceremonial had not been duly observed,
the omission affords no justification whatever, for the insult and contumely which
were publicly heaped vpon these officers, the known agents, for the time, of the
Government they served.

They were not merely denied admittance to the presence of the Governor,
upon pleas whose falsehood was proved by his own messages at the time; but
they were not permitted to enter within the door. No officer was deputed to
them for explanation; one official after another passed them without notice,
while standing in the public court, under the heat of the sun, and when they
sought shelter from its rays, they were bidden to go under a shed provided for
the lowest classes of the people when attending the courts.

No further notice was taken of their presence, and the officers, after long
delay, at length were compelled to retire from the door. ,

The persons of the officers were known, their mission was known, their
approach had been announced ; and although the omission of ceremonial form
to which I have alluded, might have given to the Governor a plausible pretext
for declining to receive the officers in person, his own conduct in the trams-
mission of his communications had greatly weakened that pretext; while nothing
could justify the gross, deliberate, and studied affront which was put upon the
British Government, in the person of its officers, conveying a communicatioa on
its behalf to the Representative of the King of Ava.

No apology whatever was made by the Governor of Rangoon; that which
the Commodore required was rejected, and none was offered in any other form.

On the contrary, the Governor of Rangoon addressed to the Government
of India a letter, accusing the officers, on the occasion to which I have referred,
of having presented themselves in a state of intoxication; thus aggravatmg the
insult he was bound to repair.

Since this imputation has been placed upon record, I think it right to
express my conviction, that if such conduct were not altogether incredible in
any British officer engaged in a formal mission to a foreign Governor, at noon-
day, the unimpeachable character of Captain Fishbourne is in itself a sufficient
guarantee that no one permitted to accompany him could be in any degree open
to so scandalous a charge. The statement is truly that which I have designated
it—an insult at once to the officers employed, and to their Government, to
which it has been addressed.

The act of the Governor of Rangoon, in refusing admittance to the
deputation, under the circumstances of insolence and contumely which I have
described, and in withholding all amends for his conduct, was rightly viewed by
the Commodore as a rejection of the demand he had been sent to make. He at
once established the blockade which had been enjoined as the consequence of
such rejection.

No blame could have attached to the Government of India, if it had
sought no further for the reconciliation of these differences, but had proceeded
to exert its power for the enforcement of its rights. But the desire of the
Government of India for an amicable adjustment of existing differences was
genuine ; it sought no conquest, or pretext for war.

The terms of the letter from the Governor of Rangoon, in respect of the
conduct of the officers, would have justified the Government in treating it with
contemptuous silence. The rejection of our demand for reparation would have
justified an enhancement of the demand. But, in its desire for the maintenance
of peace, the Government of India did not reject the letter of the Governor, or

* Captain Latter’s Report.
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" enhance its demands for reparation. It raised no new difficulties, and once
again renewed its exertions for reconciliation.

It demanded only an expression of the Governor’s regret for the treatment
to which the officers had been expcsed, the payment of the original compensa-
tion, and an honourable reception for the Agent whom the Treaty of 1826
entitled us to depute. :

These most just and moderate terms hawe been, one and all, evaded ; and
thus the Government of India‘is thrown back upon the alternative, which it
formally announced to the Goverror; would be the result of his failing to
acquiesce in our demands, namely, the exaction of reparation by our own

ower.

P If it be objected, that the main cause of the present rupture appears to
be but a question of form ; that a great Government may well afford to treat
such petty slights with mdlﬁ'erence and that it' would be wise for the Govern-
ment of India to pass by unnoticed as well the offence itself, as the present
refusal of pology for it, rather than’ to be drawn’ by it into all the evils of a
war with Burmah, I desiré to record my fixed conviction, that the'Government
of India will commit an error, periloas’ to its own security, and at variance with
real humanity, if,- acting on this view, it shall yield to the pretensions of the
Burmese, and shall now patch up a hollow and unsubstantial peace.

Among all the nations ‘of the East, none is more arrogant:in its pre-
tensions of superiority, and none more pertinacious in its assertion of them,
than the people of Burmah. With them, forms are essential substance, and
the method of communication and the style of address are not words, but acts.

The conduct of the Governor of Rangoon towards the British officers, on the
6th of January, would have been felt as ignominious by the lowest subordinate
at his Durbar, if he had himself been subjected to it. The ignominy inflicted
on these ofﬁcers, if it be not resented, will be, and must be, regarded, as the
humiliation of the Power they serve. The insult has been persisted in to the
last. The form of address- in the letters of the Burmese officers has been that
employed towards other inferiors ; and in the conveyance of their official com-
munications, a studxed d1srespeot the most elaborate insolence, have been
exhibited. -

Were all this to be passed over, and friendly relations renewed, the ground
thus gained by the Burmese ‘would be fully taken advantage of. The oppres-
sions and exactions to which British subjects at Rangoon have been exposed
would be redoubled ; the impracticable discourtesies which have been the steady
policy of the Government of Ava since the conclusion of the Treaty of 1826,
and which have driven away one British Envoy after another from Ava, and
subsequently from Rangoon (till for many years past there has been no Repre-
sentative of this Government in Burmah at all), would be habitually practised
towards the Agent who may be placed at Rangoon ; and, within a very brief
period of time, the Government of India would be reduced to the same alterna-~
tive which it has now before it, of either abandoning its subjects, and acknow-
ledging its inability to protect them, or of engaging in a war; on which it would
enter with the disadvantage of having, by its previous concessions, given spirit
to the exertions of the enemy, and’ strengthened their already overw eemng
confidence in their means of successful resistance.

The British power in India cannot safely afford to exhibit even a
temporary appearance of inferiority.  'Whilst I should be reluctant to - believe
- that our empire in India has no stay but the sword alone, it is vain to doubt
that our hold must mainly rest upon the might of the conqueror, and must be
~maintained by that power. The Government of India cannot, consistently with
s owrt dafety, appear for one day in an attitude of inferiority; or hope to maintain
~peace ‘and submission among the numberless princes and people émbraced
-within the vast circuit -of ‘the empire, if, for one day, it give countenance toa
doubt of the absolute supenbnty of its arms, and of its continued resolutlon to
‘assert it.-

v..in 1'The vecital I have given in the preceding paragraphs of the course of
redehbevents, will show that the original demand of the Government of India
for:redress: was just and necessary, and that it was sought in a manner respect-
+ful toran idependent nation: : It will show, that a gross insult. having been put
upon this Government in the persons of its officers, the Government has not
been eager to take offence, or perverse in refusing amends. It has shown itself
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sincerely desirous to open a way to reconciliation ; it has practised the utmost
moderation and forbearance. Notwithstanding intervening events, it has not
enhanced its original demand, and it has offered the restoration of friendly rela-
tions on mild and most reasonable terms. If the rejection of those terms shall
now lead to war between the States, the Government of India must be ahsolved
in the sight of those for whom it rules, from the responsibility of hostilities,
which it cannot decline without submitting to a discredit of its power, that
would place in jeopardy the stability of its authority throughout the East.

The necessity for exacting reparation from Burmah by force of arms having
been established, it has been necessary to consider the mode of operation.

I do not by any means intend to intimate that hostilities should be entered
upon even though the demands we have made should be previously conceded
by the King or his officers.

If, on the arrival of the force off Rangoon, thz required apology shall be
actually made, it may be accepted; but the former reparation demanded is not
now sufficient. The expenses of the war, and the probable claims for compen-
sation, must be provided for.

If, therefore, overtures of peace should be made before the war shall
actually commence, it is my opinion that we must now require :

1. The apology previously demanded.

2. The payment of 9,900 rupees, formerly demanded for Captain Sheppard
and Captain Lewis.

3. The honorable reception of the Agent at Rangoon.

4. In consideration of the expenses of the expedition, and of compensation
for property, ten lacs of rupees.

If these demands are complied with, and paid at once, the force should
be at once withdrawn. If they are agreed to, but the larger sum is not pro-
ducible, the possession of Rangoon and Martaban, until the payment of the
gpecified sum, should be insisted upon.

If these demands shall be rejected, or if the possession of Rangoon and
Martaban, until they are fulfilled, shall be refused, operations of war should
commence.

The course to be pursued by the Government of India, in the event of the
Burmese policy rendering it necessarv to attack and occupy Rangoon and
Martaban, will be considered, and determined upon before the expedition shall be
dispatched.

Inclosure 18 in No. 6.
Mr. Halliday to Commodore Lambert.

(Extract.) Fort William, February 13, 1852,

. THE Burmese authorities having now finally rejected the demands that
were last transmitted through you, the Government of India has determined. to
proceed at once to exact by force of arms the reparation which it has failed to
obtain by other means. ,

In the hope that a severe blow struck at once may possibly have the
effect of bringing the King of Ava, or his officers, to reason, and of thus averting
a protracted war hereafter, the Governor-General in Council has directed the
assembly of such a force as the present distribution of troops in Bengal and
Madras, and the present season of the year, will permit.

It is expected that a considerable force from Bengal and Madras may
be dispatched soon after the 20th of March. The troops from Madras will be
conveyed, it is expected, by the steamers from Bombay. As many steam-ships
as can be made available will be in like manner required for the conveyanc: of
troops from Calcutta; and I am directed to request that you will dispatch any
such vessels as you can dispense with, so as to be here by the 15th of March.

I am further desired to request that you will be so good as to specify
the points at which the ships from Madras and Calcutta may most conveniently

rendezvous,
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Inclosure 19 in No. 6.

Colonel Bogle to Mr. Halliday.

(Extract.) Moulmein, February 8, 1852,

ON the 6th instant, a letter was sent over to me, stating that a special
messenger had just arrived, in eleven days, direct from the capital, with
a letter from the King, to the address of the Governor-General, which the
Governor of Martaban was, in accordance with the orders he had received, most
anxious to deliver to me, for transmission to Calcutta; gnd that if I would receive
it, he would depute the two Tseetkays to wait upon me with it, at any hour
I pleased.

d It was arranged that it should be delivered to me at 11 A.m., yesterday,
at my court-house. The officials mentioned accordingly arrived, with three gold
umbrellas, and were duly conducted to the place of meeting, when, after deliver-
ing the letter with all proper ceremony, they entered into some discussion on the
present state of affairs, and expressed the great anxiety of their Government that
the existing differences should be amicably arranged, and the Treaty of Yandaboo
maintained. '

They were most particularly desirous that further negotiations should not
be conducted through Rangoon; and that I would do all in my power to procurea
reply from the Governor-General, and transmit it through Martaban; in reply to
which I told them, that I could do nothing more than send on the King’s letter;
that if an answer came to me } would, of course, forward it to Martaban with all
dispatch; but that I thought it more probable it would be sent through Com-
modore Lambert and the shorter route of Rangoon; and that I had no control
whatever in a matter of the kind. They did not seem at all pleased at this, but
at once suggested that I might at least enable them to communicate direct with
the Indian Government, by sending the Principal Assistant Commissioner
(Lieutenant Hopkinson) with them to Calcutta, in which case they were prepared
to do without negotiators, and go and deliver the letter themselves. Of coursel
declined to depute my Assistant with them, but offered them a passage in the
steamer.

They expressed great regret that affairs had not been settled peaceably at
Rangoon, and that the King’s ship had been taken; but I clearly pointed out to
them, that I had no power to enter upon the discussion of matters connected
with that place ; and explained to them, that, if there was any sincerity in their
professions of a desire for peace, they should shape their conduct more in
accordance with them; and that if their Government really desired a settlement
of differences, it should lose no time in forwarding proper persons with sufficient
powers to Commodore Lambert, with whom alone negotiations could be carried
on.

To this the Tseetkays expressed some dislike, and strongly dwelt upon
the circumstance, that everything having taken an unsatisfactory turn at Ran-
goon, it would be much better to forget all that had occurred there, and to begin
the negotiations at the beginning again. I took some pains to have it clearly
explained to them, that I had no power to do more than simply forward the
King’s letter; but that, as regarded all negotiations, the duty of conducting them
had been assigned to Commodore Lambert, and it was to him that their Govern-
ment must address itself; but the more I dwelt upon the propriety of following
this course of proceeding, the more they urged the expediency of setting aside
all that had already occurred, and beginning anew.

The circumstance of the King of Burmah having sent a letter to the
Governor-General at all, and with such haste, is remarkable; and that he should
have chosen this route, probably under the supposition that, with a blockade
established, there might be difficulties on the Rangoon side, would indicate much
anxiety to obtain an early reply; and from what the Tseetkays said, there is no
doubt that the answer will be looked for with great impatience. I may as well
mention, that on my alluding to the stoppage of trade and intercourse as one of
the evils that had already overtaken them, consequent on the acts of their rulers,
the Tseetkays expressed the most perfect indifference to that, and treated it as
a matter of no moment whatever.
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For the same reasons which induced me to open, and have translated, the
last letters for the Governor-General, I have opened this letter also, and beg to
transmit with it a translation prepared by Lieutenant Hopkinson, Principal
Assistant Commissioner; and as I have no other means of communication, I
have forwarded the packet to Commodore Lambert, that he may transmit it to
Calcutta by a steamer, or otherwise dispose of it as he may think proper.

Inclosure 20 in No. 6.
The Burmese Ministers to the English Government.

THE Egga Maha Thanadee Patee, and the great officers and Ministers of
the State, who are ever prostrate at the royal feet of the Meng Tarahgyee Pheoya,
who is all-powerful, Lord of the Universe, Master of the Tsat-tang Elephant,
and all White Elephants in the Burman Dominion, Lord of Life, who 1s like
unto the Lotus Flower, declare that—

Commodore Lambert, the officer in command of the war-vessels of the
Queen of England, came to Rangoon, in the Burmese dominicns, with a letter
requesting that certain merchants who had been unjustly oppressed by the
Governor of Rangoon, should have reparation made them, and suggesting the
propriety of the dismissal of the Governor.

In accordance, therefore, with the great friendship existing between the two
countries, the Atwengdaw-mre (perpetual Privy Councillor), Mahameng Gyam,
and the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Menggyee Mengteng Raza, were deputed
with letters to the officer in command of the war-vessels, Commodore Lambert, -
and with a dispatch to be transmitted by him to the English Government, to
the effect that the Governor of Rangoon would be recalled, and a fit person
appointed in his room.

On the 12th waxing Pyatho, 1213 (2nd January, 1852), the officer in
command, Commodore Lambert, wrote and delivered a letter to the Deputy
Governor of Rangoon, urging that equal promptitude should be shown in the
final settlement, as had attended the dismissal of those officers, who had been the
cause of the misunderstanding between the two countries.

While thus the original business was in a fair way of adjustment, there
came from the Commodore Lambert, the interpreter Edwards, and some superior
officers, with a letter, but in consequence of their not immediately finding the
Ayaboing of Hanthawadee Pyee Sheweduoung Myowoon Thado Mengyee Maha
Mengtha Meng Goung Gyo (the present Governor of Rangoon), the Yewoon
(Deputy Governor) and other officers requested them as they were about to
return, to leave the letter with them ; this they refused to do, and after they had
gone back, they made a report so calculated to breed discord, that the Com-
modore, saying that he felt angered and insulted, took possession of the King’s
ship. The Governor of Dallah was then sent to wait upon the Commodore, who
informed him that he desired that the sum of 9,948 rupees which Captains
Lewis and Sheppard had been required to disburse to the former Governor of
Rangoon, should be repaid, when the ship might be returned.

To this a reply was made, that to prevent any misunderstanding arising
between the two countries, the sum of 9,948 rupces should be repaid, but
that His Majesty’s ship must be brought back to thc place whence she was
removed.

Intimation was then given that the negotiation would be proceeded with,
upon the Ayaboin Pyee Shewe Doung Myowoon repairing in person on board
the [Commodore’s] vessel, which was met by a proposition to provide temporary
accommodation at some place half-way (between the Viceroy’s house and the
Commodore’s vessel), where the two Plenipotentiaries might confer together; but
the officer in command of the war-vessels, Commodore I.ambert, making no reply
whatever, and persisting in silence, a subsequent message was sent to him on
the 5th Pyatho waning (10th January, 1852), begging him not to take away the
vessel ; to which he replied, that he would not carry her off, and that she might
be sent for and taken back; but before the persons sent to take her could arrive,

K2
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the Commodore went off with her in tow, and, being opposed by the military
posts on the way, a conflict ensued.

This communication is now made with the view of eliciting, in reply, the
intentions of the English Government ; and it cannot be determined whether it
has deputed Commodore Lambert simply to dispose of the question relating to
the merchants, or whether he has been sent to begin by an attack, which should
have the effect of bringing on hostilities between the two countries.

Inclosure 21 in No. 6.
Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.

H.M.S. < Fox,” off the Island of Negrais,
February 9, 1852. .

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of the Government of
India, a copy of a report I received yesterday from Commander Luard, acquainting
me that Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“ Serpent,” under his command, had been fired at
by the Burmese in the Bassein River, and of a letter addressed to him by the
Governor of Bassein, with the reply I sent to that functionary.

Inclosure 22 in No. 6.
Commander Luard to Commodore Lambert.

H.M.S. ““ Serpent,” in the Bassein River,
February 8, 1852.

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, on the 4th instant, I left Diamond
Island, in order to return to the anchorage inside Negrais; and whilst entering
the Western Channel, the stockades on the mainland opened fire upon the ship,
which I returned with one broadside of shot and one of shell, and afterwards
sent the armed boats under charge of Lieutenant L. W. Hammet, to destroy the
stockades, which he effectually accomplished. The two upon the hill, mentioned
in my last letter, were supported by four others lower down, almost entirely
concealed by the jungle, and might have been defended against a much superior
force.

Three small guns, a large quantity of rice, and shelter for about 500
men, were destroved with the stockades; four war-boats, and one large cargo
boat loaded with rice and stockading tools, were also brought off, and have since
been destroyed.

On the following morning, after having examined the south end of
Negrais, and the opposite shore, without finding either of the stockades marked
down in the old chart, I proceeded up the river, and, on opening the village of
Negrais, perceived that a stockade had been built up during our absence. 1
immediately anchored, and sent an officer to inquire if this stockade also had
orders to fire upon us. He returned, bringing oft an interpreter, who stated
they were quite ready to fight. The stockade, however, was so completely
under our guns, and so full of men, that being unwilling to causc such a great
loss of life as must have ensued, had we comnmenced firing, I sent the interpreter
back to his chief to tell him I would give him till sunrise the next morning, by
which time, if the stockade was not pulled down, | should most certainly
destroy it. About 9-30 that evcning, the stockade opened fire upon us, and
was evidently immediately deserted. In thc morning, I again sent the armed
boats, in charge of Lieutenant Hammet, to pull down and burn this stockade,
which was done without opposition. No single article of private property has
been touched, and the priest’s house, together with a building covering some
images, although inside the stockade, were scrupulously protected from injury.
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The village, although at present deserted, will, I have no doubt, be soon
re-occupied by its inhabitants.
The accompanying is a translation of a Burmese document received this
morning, the bearers of which are now on board, awaiting an answer.

Inclosure 23 in No. 6.
The Governor of Bassein to the English Officers.

January 26, 1852.

I, MAHA THA-MIMDAN RAJAH, Governor of Bassein and its thirty-two
dependent districts, an inner Minister of State of His Majesty the King of Ava
[here Royal titles], give this order.

English Chiefs—Ye came to our country for the purpose, apparently, of
giving a letter (from your Governor) to our Monarch 5 but not daring (in other
words afraid) to hold any communication on matters with the Governor of
Rangoon, who has been appointed to the charge of all the lower districts, in a
manner unbecoming the sons of a great nation, you secretly stole, and took
away the ship belonging to the King of Ava. Therefore, lest you should make
your appearance at the mouth of the Bassein River and the Island of Negrais, I,
who have charge of Bassein and its thirty-two dependencies, in conformity to my
orders from my Royal Master, have assembled upwards of 10,000 fighting men,
capable of expelling you and destroying you. They have cannon, and blunder-
busses, and bombs, and muskets, swords and spears, gunpowder, bullets, flints,
and, in fact, all the munitions and appurtenances of war, and all placed on
guard around. Moreover, in all those parts of the river below Bassein, in which
there is any difficulty for ships to come and go, there are at different points
upwards of thirty armed positions, each under a different chief, and on the alert.

The man-of-war has no right to remain anchored within the Island of
Negrais. If, relving on the strength of your right arm, you are anxious to
fight, vou should bear in mind that your vessel is a very small one. If you do
not wish to fight, you must not remain at anchor inside of our outpost. Even
if you remain where you are without fighting, or doing harm, the interests of
my King require that I should attack you; and drive you out, and this is to give
you notice of the same.

Inclosure 24 in No. 6.
Commodore Lambert to the Rajah Governor of Bassein.

H.M.S. “ Fox,” off Negrais, February 8, 1852.

I HAVE to inform you, that in compliance with instructions I have
received from the Governor-General of India, 1 have placed the whole coast of
the Burmese territories, from Cape Negrais to the Salween River, under a state
of blockade.

_ But, pending the negotiations that are now going on between the Govern-

ment of India and the Governor of Rangoon, I have given directions to the
different officers serving under my orders, not to assume any hostile measures
against the Burmese, unless they commence firing on Her Britannic Majesty’s
ships, which they have done on two occasions, by firing on Her Britannic Majesty’s
ship *“ Serpent,” and for which her commander has my full approval for having
destroyed their stockades.
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Inclosure 25 in No. 6.
Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.

Off Diamond Island, Bassein River,
February 10, 1852.

I HAVE the honor to inclose the copy of a letter I have just received from
the Commissioner of the Tenasserim Provinces, forwarding a letter he had
received from the King of Ava, addressed to the Governor-General of India.

I have, in consequence, dispatched the ¢ Phlegethon” steam-vessel to
Calcutta, and desired Commander Neblett to deliver it to you, with this
dispatch.

I also transmit an explanatory letter from Captain Latter, as to certain false
statements made in the said letter from the King of Ava.

Inclosure 26 in No. 6.

Colonel Bogle to Commodore Lambert.

Moulmein, February 8, 1852.

IN charge of Captain Neblett, of the Company’s steamer “ Phlegethon,” I
have the honor to transmit herewith, a letter from the King of Burmah, transla-
tion of which is inclosed, for your information, to the address of the Governor-
General, together with a mail-packet; and 1 take the liberty of suggesting that,
should the exigencies of the service admit of it, a steamer may be dispatched with
them to Calcutta.

The letter from the King is inclosed in an ivory case and a red velvet
cover : it reached Martaban in eleven days, and was brought over, by permission,
and delivered to me yesterday, with all proper ceremony, by the two officers
next in rank to the Governor of Martaban, and who are entitled to use
golden umbrellas.

For what passed on the occasion, 1 beg to refer you to Captain Nehlett,
of the ¢ Phlegethon,” Lieutenant Lawrence, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Hermes,”
with Dr. Macleod, who did me the favor to be present at the interview.

The circumstance of the Burmese Government having sent a letter to
the Governor-General at all, and the speed with which it has come, would
certainly indicate a desire that hostilities may be averted, at least for the present;
and the very convenient opportunity which this letter will afford the Indian
Government of categorically detailing its demands and intentions, induces me to
attach more importance to it than it would otherwise, perhaps, deserve.

Inclosure 27 in No. 6.
Captain Latter to Commodore Lambert.

Basszin River, February 10, 1852.

IN conformity to your suggestions, I beg to submit to you the following
remarks on the letter from the Burmese Government, the English translation of
which has been forwarded to you by Colonel Bogle, Commissioner of the Tenas-
serim Provinces.

With reference to the remarks in its 5th paragraph, that the Deputy
Governor of Rangoon begged us, on the occasion of the deputation of which I
was 8 member having been kept waiting for a full quarter of an hour in the sun,
to leave the letter with him; it is a statement entirely against the fact. The
Deputy Governor never was seen by any one in the squadron until next day,
when, for fear of his master, he came on board the frigate, to try and get back
the King’s ship. No officer of any rank came to us, or spoke to us. One of
inferior rank passed up the steps, and I urged him to the necessity of giving us
some sort of a reception.
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The statement in the 6th paragraph is likewise without a particle of truth.
J was present at every communication, verbal or written, made to you by the
Burmese authorities, and no statement of the kind was made.

The same may be said of the 7th paragraph; there was no proposition of
the kind made, and there is not a particle of truth in the whole of it.

The communication is what any one, with a knowledge of the Burmese,
-might have expected; truth not being cousidered a desirable quality among
them, and falsehood looked upon as the highest art of diplomacy.

P.S.—The observations T have made in this letter, with reference to the
incorrectness of the statemnents contained in the letter from the Burmese Govern-
ment under consideration, of course apply to the representation which the
present Governor of Rangoon mnust have made to his superiors.

Inclosure 28 in No. 6.
Mr. Halliday to Colonel Bogle.

February 18, 1852,

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, dated the 8th
instant, accompanying the letter from the King of Ava.

The Governor-General in Council approves ot the course you pursued in
receiving and forwarding the letter froin the King, while, at the same time, you
informed the messengers from Martaban, that you were not empowered to enter
into any negotiations, or to engage in any discussions with them.

His Lordship desires me to request that you will continue to observe this
course, unless specially instructed to the contrary.

You will be so good as to cause a translation to be made of the repl
addressed by the Governor-General to the King, and will forward the Englisl}’:
letter, with the translation, in the accompanying case to Ava, through the parties

who delivered the King’s letter from Martaban.

' While, however, you continue to hold the same language to these funec-
tionaries as before, and refuse all negotiation with them, you are at liberty
to inform them, that it consists with vour knowledge, that the Government of
India is preparing for the immediate exaction of the reparation which has been
refused, and that if they desire to avert from the Kingdom of Ava, and from
themselves, the blow which is impending over them, they will exert themselves
to obtain from Ava, with every practicable speed, full compliance with, and per-
formance of those conditions on which alone a war can be avoided.

If in due time a reply should be received, through the same channel,
complying with the demands of the Government of India, you will be pleased to
receive the letter, distinctly intimating that you are not empowered to declare
the difference between the States adjusted, but that you will transmit the letter
to the Governor-General in Council, whose final reply will be communicated to
them as soon as received. You will inform the Burmese authorities, at the same
time, that you are not authorized to receive the money, which must be paid at
Rangoon to the British officer who may be appointed to receive it there.

Under all circumstances any letter from the Court of Ava should be
transmitted, and always with a translation.

Inclosure 29 in No. 6.
Mpr. Halliday to Commodore Lambert.

Fort William, February 18, 1852,

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches by the
“ Phlegethon,” dated the 9th and 10th instant, with their respective inclosures.

To the letter from the King of Ava forwarded by you, a reply has been
transinitted, in which are set forth the enhanced conditions on which alone war

can now be averted. - :
In the meantime, the Governor-General in Council has npeither relaxed
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.the preparations in which he was engaged, nor will he delay the dispatch of the
.expedition, nor will he enter-into any further negotiation, or abstain from action,
unless the conditions he has put forward shall be not only acceded to, but
fulfilled.
You are, therefore, requested to abstaln, for the present, from all corre-

spondence, if such should again be commenced with you.

~ The conduct of Captain Luard in the respect shown for private property,
after Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Serpent” had been fired upon by the Burmese, is,
his Lordship desires me to observe, very honorable to that officer, and to his
crew. - : '

TInclosure 30 in No. 6.
The Governor-General to the King of Ava.

Fort William, February 18, 1852.

I HAVE received the letter which your Majesty caused to be addressed to
me, relative to the events which have recently taken place at Rangoon, and
which was transmitted through the hands.of the Governor of Martaban.

Your Majesty desires to elicit a declaration of the intentions of the British
Government, and inquires whether Commodore Lambert was deputed simply to
dispose of the question relating to the merchants, or whether he has been sent
to begin an attack which should have the effect of bringing on hostilities betwenn
the two countries.

If your Majesty’s servants at Rangoon had been faithful to your Majesty S
interests, and had conveyed to you a truthful report of all that passed between
them and the British officers on the occasion to which reference is made, your
Majesty would have seen no cause to inquire what were the intentions of the
Government of India, or to doubt the pacific character of its mission. Your
Majesty’s officers have not correctly represented to you the events which
occurred, but have concealed from your knowledge their own misconduct, which
has compelled the British Government to change its language, and to prepare
for compelling, by force of arms, the reparation it sought by a friendly repre-
sentation.

The reply which your Majesty addressed to the letter from the Government
of India was, 1n all respects, worthy of a just and sagacious Ruler. It admitted
the justice of the claims which had been advanced, directed the removal of the
Governor of Rangoon, and promised redress by the hands of a new Governor,
fully armed with powers to afford it.

That redress has not been granted by your Majesty’s servant at Rangoon;
on the contrary, gross and repeated insults have since been offered by him to
the British Government, in the person of its officers, and every amende has been
evaded or refused.

When Commodore Lambert, on the arrival of the new Governor, proposed
to renew negotiations relative to the merchants who had been oppressed, the
Governor intimated his readiness to receive, at any time, a communication from
Commodore Lambert upon the subject. On the following day, a letter written
on behalf of the British Government, was addressed by the Commeodore to the
Governor of Rangoon. Although the present Governor and his predecessor had
not observed the respect which was due, nor the custom of their own country,
and had sent their letters by the hands of men of no rank or consideration what-
ever, yet these persons were not rejected by the Commodore. And when he
dispatched his letter to the Governor of Rangoon, it was sent, not by the hands
of any such inconsiderable persons, but by the officer next in rank to himself,
accompanied by officers of the army and of the fleet.

Yet the Governor of Rangoon presumed to refuse all admittance to these
officers, bearing a letter to him on the part of the British Government.

"~ He not only presumed to refuse to them admittance, but he offered to them
insult and indignity. The Deputy Governcr did not approach them, as your
servants have falsely reported to your Majesty. No officer was deputed to
them. They were approached only by the lowest; they were compelled to
remain beyond the door; and were publicly subjected to disrespect and irsolence,
such as would have been regarded as ignominious by the meanest subordinate in
your servant’s Durbar. The Governor of Rangoon aggravated -the injury he
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thus offered to the British Government, by the audacious and offensive assertion,
that British officers, thus deputed on an important duty to a high officer, at
noon-day, presented themselves at his residence in a state of intoxication.

A deliberate insult can never be offered with impunity to the British
Government, or to its servants.

The Governor of Rangoon havmg per51sted in. refusmg to express his regret
for the conduct of which he had been guilty, Commodore Lambert rightly con-
sidered that the negotiations were at an end, that the demands of the British
Government had been refused, and he rooeeded (as your Majesty had been
informed he would do, if the demands of th1s Government should not be com-
plied with) to take such measures as should enforce the rights conferred by
treaties, should effectually protect the interests of the subjects of the British
Government, and should fully vindicate its honor and power.

This Government would thereafter have been Justified in rejecting all com-
munication with the Governor of Rangoon ; but having no secret intentions, and
seeking no pretext for war or conquest, it once more endeavoured -to effect an
adjustment of the differences that had arisen.

The Government of India added nothing to its demands. It required only
the reparation- it originally specified, together with the indispensable condition
that the Governor of Rangoon should express his deep regret for the insult he
had put upon the officers of this Government.

These most moderate and just demands have been rejected by your Majesty’s
servant, whom you deputed with power to settle the differences between the States.

1ts demand having thus been rejected by your Majesty’s servant on. your
behalf, the Government of India resolved at once to enforce its rights, and to
vindicate its power. For that purpose, large preparations were at once com-
menced, and are now in progress. The receipt of your Majesty’s letter has not
interfered with, and will not delay, or diminisl, these preparations.

It is still within your Majesty’s power to avert from your kingdom the
disasters of war; but this can only now be done by a prompt disavowal of the
acts of your Majesty s servant at Rangoon, and by a full compliance with the
several demands which are hereinafter enumerated :

1. Your Majesty, disavowing the acts of the present Governor of Rangoon,
shall, by the hands of your Ministers, express regret that Captain Fishbourne
and the British officers who accompanleg him were exposed to insult at the
hand of your servants at Rangoon, on the 6th of January last.

2. In satisfaction of the claims of the two captains who suffered exactions
from the late Governor of Rangoon; in compensation for the loss of property
which British merchants may have suffered in the burning of that city by the
acts of the present Governor; and in consideration of the expenses of prepara-
tion for war, your Majesty will agree to pay, and will pay at once, ten lacs of
rupees to the Government of India.

3. Your Majesty will direct that an accredited Agent, to be appointed in
conformity with the VIIth Article of the Treaty of Yandaboo, and to reside at
Rangoon, shall be received by your Majesty’s servants there; and shall, at all
tnnes, be treated with the respect due to the Representatlve of the British
Government.

4. Your Ma_]esty will direct the removal of the present Governor of
Rangoon, whose conduct renders it impossible that the Government of India
should consent to any official intercourse with him.

If, without further delay, negotiation, or correspondence, these conditions
shall be consented to, and shall fulfilled on, or before, the 1st day. of April
next, hostile operations shall be stayed, peace between the States shall be
renewed, and the King’s ship shall be restored.

But if—untaught by former experience ; forgetful of the irresistible power
of the British arms in India; and heedless of the many additional proofs .that
have been given of its m)ght in the successful fall of the powerful Sovereigns of
Bhurtpore, of Scinde, of the -Sikhs, and of many other Princes, since last the
Burman Rulers vamly attempted to resist the British troops in war—the King of
Ava shall unwisely refuse the just and lenient conditions which are now set
before him, the British Government will have no alternative but immediate war.

A The guilt and the consequences of war will rest upon the head of the Ruler
of Ava. : ,

'L
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" No. 7.

The Governor-General in Council to the Secret Committee.

Fort William, March 8, 1852. (No. 8.)

IN continuation of our dispatch of the 23rd ultimo, No. 4, we have the
honor to transmit, for your information, a copy of the documents enumerated
in the accompanying abstract, relative to Rangoon affairs.

Inclosure 1 in No. 7.
Additional Notification.

THE Baragu River, and other outlets of the Irrawady, are included in the
blockade declared by me on the 6th instant.
Given under my hand, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop
“ Hermes,” in the Bassein River, the 25th of January, 1852.
G. R. LAMBERT,
Commodore in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy.

Inclosure 2 in No. 7.
Messrs. Thomas A. Apcar and Stephen Gabriel to 8ir H. Eihot.

WE have the honor to wait upon you with the accompanying memorial
from the Armenian inhabitants of this city; and as the prayer of it is of the
greatest importance to us, we beg to solicit the favor of your laying the same
before the Governor-General in Council, with as little delay as practicable.

Inclosure 3 in No. 7.

Petition of the Armenian Inhabitanis of Calcutta to the Governor-General of
Irdia in Council.

THAT intelligence of the most distressing and alarming nature has
reached your petitioners from Rangoon, concerning their unfortunate country-
men in that place. That all their houses, including the church, have been
burnt down to the ground, or otherwise destroyed by the Burmese. That the
property of the wretched sufferers has been plundered, or taken possession of
by the local authorities, without the least regard to law or reason. That all the
Armenians, thus unmercifully reduced to a state of utter destitution, have been
made prisoners, and subjected to every manner of hardship and surveillance.
That the number of the Armenians residing at Ava is nearly 40, and that of
their fellow-countrymen now at Rangoon, is upwards of 60. That the aggregate
amount of their property is very considerable, and is supposed to be about ten
lacs of rupees, which they have been dispossessed and deprived of. That your
petitioners are not unaware that Commodore Lambert had warned the Arme-
nians of Rangoon to quit that place, and to go to Moulmein ; but the notice of
this warning was so sudden and so short, that, with but a few solitary exceptions,
they could not in time come out of the Burmese territories, and place themselves
under British protection. That several of the Armenians, now at Rangoon and
Ava, are relatives and friends of your petitioners, to whom it is natural keenly
to feel for the most critical and dangerous situation in which they are placed,
and deeply to sympathize with them for the hardships to which they are
subjected.

That having thus briefly stated above the subject of their humble petition,
your petitioners most respectfully but earnestly beg your Lordship to take into
consideration the lamentable condition of their unfortunate countrymen in
Burmah, and, by an exercise of the native benevolence for which your Lordship
is so eminently and so deservedly distinguished far and wide, to adopt immediate
and prompt measures for the liberation of the Armenian Christians in Rangoon
and Ava from their imprisonment, and for the restitution of the property, of
which they have been thus spoliated. Convinced of the innate goodness with
which your Lordship is so solicitous to insure the welfare of the millions placed
under your Lordship’s mild rule and fostering care, your petitioners entertain
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hopes that their prayer will be humanely responded to, and that their humble
request will be eomplied with, in such a manner as may appear most expedient
and pelitic to your Lordship.

That, in conclusion, your Lordship’s petitioners take the liberty to inclose,
in the shape of a memorandum, and for the information and guidance of your
Lordship, a paper containing the names of the Armenians new at Ramgpem and
Ava, and a statement of the respective property, both real and personal, which
each of them is, by a pretty near guess, supposed to have been possessed of
And your petitioners, as'in duty bound, shall ever pray for your Lordship’s
health, praspenty, and happiness.

Inclosure 4 in No. 7.
Statement as to the Property of Armenians in Ava..
" Calcutta, February 12, 1852.

Houses,
Lands, and| Personal
Personal | Property.
Property.

Aromonians-at Rhngoon. Co.’s Rs.| Co.’s Rs.

Late Arrakil Ter Mines, who after being driven from the old town, is reported
to have died by cholera, in the middle of last month, his wife and son,

sister and her daughter, sister-in-law and her daughtar e 50,000 |

Mrs. George Aviet . e B O 8,000
Mrs. Gregory Sarkies Manook, and her daughter . .. O 10,000
Mrs. Alexianus Ter George, and her three children e es .. .. 3,080
Mprs. Arratoou Jacob, and her son .. e .1 80,000

Mrs. Carapiet Jacob . .. - on. {1,30,000

Mrs. Aviet Bejann, and her two children .- . . . 3,000
Mrs. Mangasar Curapiet, and son . . . .o . . 8,000
Mrs. Moses Zacaria, and her son e .e .o .. .. .. 2,000‘
Esaiah Manook, and hiz wife . .. .- ..l 10,000-| .
Gabriel Eleazar, his wife, daughter, and two sons .e . .. 1,008,000

Nicholas S. Johannes, his wife, and children .. e ve .. | 20,000

Galston Mackertoom, his wife, and one child .. .e .e . 5,000
Carapiet Zacaria, and his wife .o .e ‘.o ..| 50,000

Arratoon C. Zacaria, his wife, and two chxldren . - .. . .- 5,000
Stephen A. Calchick, and his seven children .. .. .. ..| 10.000
Calchatoor J. Arratoon, his wife, and six children . .o ..l 15,000

David Arrakil, his wife, and brother-in-law .. .e .e .. .. 5,000
Arratoon P. Varden . e . .o .o .. .. 10,000
Stephen Arratoon . . . . . . R 1,000
Nazar Johannes .. .o .o .. . .o .. .. 2,000
Carapiet Chatoor . T .. .. .. . .. 2,000
Chatoor D. Galston .e .o .. . . . .o 2,000
Thomas Serges .. . .- .o . . S 1,000
Rangoon Armenian Church . ce - .o . . ..| 30,000

4,65,000 67,000

Armenians at Ameerapoora (Ava).

Carapiet Ter Mines, his wife, and three children .o .e e .. 10,000
Mackertich Ter Mines, his wife, and two children . .. . . 1,00,000

Isaac Ter Mines .. . - .o .e .. .o .e 10,000
Avdal Gregory, and his wife . . <. . .. . 5,000
Sarkis Galstan Mackertoom . . .o . .o .- . 5,000
Isaac Jacob, his wife, and children .. . . .. .. .. 10,000
Behnan Elias, and his wife .. .o . .o . .. .. 1,000
Johannes Sarkis, his wife, and children . . . 20,000
Mercer David Abraham, and children . - 20,000
M. J. Mines, and children .e o . . . 20,000
Gregoary Sarkies and Manook .. .. .. .. 150000 | ..
Alexianus Ter George . . .. .. . ..| 16,00 .
Pogose Thevakalian .. . . - . . . 5,000
Stephen Agabab .. . . . .o .o S 5,000.
Galstan Cajamal .. . .o . oo .o N N 5,000
Moses Sarkis Manook - ‘e .o -e o .. .e 2,000
Elias Galstan .. .. .o .e .o . e ... 5,000
Johannes Sarkis Manook .. - . o e .o .. 2,000

7,25,000°} 1,92,000°



Houses,
L}:nd,;:«li Personal’
erso;
Property. | L P
Co’s Rs.{Co.'s Rs.
17,25,000( 1,92,000

' List of those Armenians who departed to Moulmein from Rangoon.

Mrs, Melitus Pogose .o - .o .o © e .| 3,000
Gregory Johannes . . . . . . ..] 5.000
Cavona M. Avetoon .o .o . .o .. ..| 10,000
Arratoon Araham . .o . .o .. .- ..| 10,000
Mines Anthony .. .. .. .o .. . 3,000
Peter Gregory .. . . . T . . . 2,000
Kerakoose Ter Mackertich . . . e .. .. . 1,000
Martinose David .. . . . .o . . .o 5,000
Parsie A. Petroose .e .o . .. .. .. 1,000
Navasara Nicolus . e .. .e .. . .. .. 1,000

Co.’s Rs. | 7,53,000| 2,05,000

Inclosure 5 in No. 7.
Mr. Thomas to Messrs. Apcar & Gabriel.

Fort William, February 20, 1852.

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have received and laid before
the Governor-General in Council your letter, without date, forwarding a
memorial from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta.

In reply, I am desired to request that you will inform the memorialists
that his Lordship in Council sympathizes with their anxiety regarding the
condition of their relations and connexions in Ava; but he trusts that the
measures about to be adopted for asserting the power and authority of the
British Government for the redress of the grievance of its subjects trading to
Rangoon, will ultimately lead to a satisfactory settlement of affairs between the
two nations, without compromise of the security of any of those in whom the
memorialists are interested.

Inclosure 6 in No. 7.
Commodore Lambert to Mr. Halliday.

HM.S. “Foz,” off Diamond Island, Bassein River,
February 12, 1852.
I HAVE the honor to inclose, for the information of the Governor-
General of India, a copy of a letter I received this morning from the Governor of
Bassein, and of my reply thereto.

Tnclosure 7 in No. 7.

The Governor of Bassein to Commodore Lambert.

I, MAHA THAMIENDAN RAJAH, appointed by the King of Ava [here
follow the Royal titles], Governor of Bassein and its thirty-two dependencies, a
nobleman, and inner Minister of State, send this communication : —

On your Government making a charge against the late Governor of
Rangoon, for oppressing and maltreating British subjects trading to Rangoon, my
Sovereign, the King of Ava, sent down the Prince Mahamengthla-meng-khoung-
gyan, Governor of Prome, as a Plenipotentiary, to inquire into the truth of
these charges ; and he removed the former Governor from his post, and recalled
him to the Royal presence, where he now is. And you, though sons of a great
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country, without having entered into any of the business for which you came,
took away secretly the King’s ship; and having come without giving informa-
tion, and anchored within the outposts of Negrais, in the district of Bassein,
which is guarded by upwards of thirty military posts, I sent a messenger with a
letter to inform you that it was improper for you to remain there as long as the
Rangoon business was unsettled ; but he did not find you. But on your agai
coming without giving information within the posts of Pagoda Point and Thay,
the messenger was again sent to you, but before he reached you I am informed
the outposts of Pagoda Point, Thay, and Negrais, attacked you without giving
notice. If these outposts should act on the aggressive, you must let me know,
and not attack them, and burn them down. I have reported to the King the
actions with the Stockades, and shall be able to receive his orders in forty days.

Moreover, if you really are the legitimate forces of Her Majesty the Queen
of England, you ought to act in conformity to Article III of the Commercial
Treaty of Yandaboo, and not prevent traders and merchants coming and going
in their boats and ships; for this reason you ought to anchor beyond Pagoda
Point, where there is seven fathoms of water.

Inclosure 8 in No. 7.
Commodore Lambert to the Governor of Bassein.

COMMODORE LAMBERT has the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of the Governor of Bassein’s letter. He is glad to find the Governor of Bassein
has given directions to his officers not to fire on Her Britannic Majesty’s ships,
which will prevent any further hostilities, as Commodore Lambert has already
given directions not to fire on the Burmese, unless they first fire at the English
flag.
8 The blockade has been established by order of the Governor-General of
India; and until Commodore Lambert receives further instructions, it is not in
in his power to permit any vessels to enter any of the ports or rivers belonging
to the Burmese. -

Inclosure 9 in No. 7.

Mr. Thomas to Commodore Lambert.

(Extract.) Fort William, March 3, 1852.

I HAVE received and laid before the Governor-General in Council your
dispatches of the 9th and 12th ultimo.

In reply, I am directed to inform you, that the letters from the Governor
of Bassein deserve no notice from the Government of India; and that as the
~ Governor-General in Council has finally addressed the King of Ava, it is

essential for the prevention of all misapprehiension or misrepresentation, that
no communication whatever should, at present, be held with any of the officers of
the Burmese Government.

I am directed to request that you will, therefore, give no reply to, and take
no notice of, any letters any of them may address to you, but merely transmit to
the Government any communication which may appear to be of sufficient
importance, an occurrence which is extremely improbable.

I am instructed to acquaint you that the ships and transports will be
ordered to rendezvous at the mouth of the Rangoon River.

1 am further directed to acquaint you that Lieutenant-General Godwin,
C.B., has been appointed to the command of troops selected for the expedition ;
and that as soon as any decision can be formed as to the details of military
operations, you will be fully informed of the same.
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No. 8.
The Governor General in Council to the Secret Committes.

Fort William, April 6, 18562, (No. 14.)

IN contisuation of our dispatch No. 8, of the 8th ultime, we have: the
honor ta forward herewith, copies of the further correspondence relative to
Rangoon affairs. ) _

. We beg to draw especial attentiom to the minute recorded hy the
Gavernor-General, containing an exposition of his views as to the course of
peliey to be pursued towards the Burmese Government, and the measures to be
adopted for the speedy termination of hostilities. '

The letter of instructions to Lieutemant-General Godwin, who has been
nominated to the command of the land foree;, provides for every contingency
which may arise in connexion with the present expedition. :

A further communication on the same subject will be addressed to you by
the ensuing mail.

Inclosure 1 in No. 8.

Colonel Bogle to C. Allen, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India.

Moulmein, March 26, 1852.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the aftermoon of the
27th ultimo, of your letter of the 18th ultimo, inclosing a letter from the
Governor-General to the King of Burmah.

As soon as a translation could be prepared, 1 caused it to be intimated
to the Burmese authorities, that an answer to the King’s letter had arrived, and
that I would be ready to receive a deputation at 2 p.m., of the 1st, and to deliver
it to them for transmission to the capital.

I would have named an earlier date and hour, but the translation occu-
pied much time, and Sunday intervened. .

The two Tseetkays of Martaban, who brought over the letter to the
Governor-General, were accordingly deputed to wait upon me, but instead of
arriving about the hour of meeting, they came over before 11 a.m.

On their reaching my court-house I received them as on the former
occasion, and very fully and: distinctly explained to them the circumstances
attending the present misunderstanding between the two Governments, and the
evils which would inevitably result from a non-compliance with the demands
contained in his Lordship’s letter. I also pointed out to the Tseetkays, the
expediency of the Burmese Government avoiding a course which must compel
the British Government to adopt coercive measures; and in delivering the
lgtter to them, I strongly impressed on them the importance of their forwarding
itr to the capital with the least possible delay.

It was very distinctly explained to them, that the sum of money men-
tiened. in: the letter of the Governor-General, was to.be paid at Rangoon, and
that full and complete compliance with all the terms mentioned must be signified
by: the 1st of Apmil.

The Tseetkays appeared to be much grieved that further negatiation was
net: to; be permitted, and that their case was closed. They immediately lef6
Moulmein, and 1 am informed that the Governar-General’s letter was that
ewening sent off towards. the capital.. I however regret to.say, that no answer
has as yet been received, and. it is reported that preparations for resistance are:
being made at Martaban,. as well as Rangoon.

- There is no doubt that at the latter place extensive: warks of defence
have:hieen construated;. but at the former nothing seems. as yet to have been
done of material consequence. On the 19th instant I proceeded up the
Salween in the steamer ‘ Phlegethon,” a little beyond Martaban, in company
with Commodore Lambert, Colonel Reignolds, C.B., commanding the troops,
and Major Reid, commanding the artillery. We passed close along the front of
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the place, and reconnoitered it with tolerable certainty; [but although it was

evident that a good many men had arrived since I last passed it, and that some
works were in progress, we were unable to discern anything of importance.

Inclosure 2 in No. 8.
Myr. Allen to Commodore Lambert.

Fort William, March 22, 1852.

WITH reference to Mr. Thomas’s letter, dated the 3rd instant, I am
dirested by the Governor-General in Council to transmit for your information
the accompanying statement, exhibiting an outline of the naval and military ferce
it is proposed to employ in the expedition against the Burmese.

Troops ordered from Bengal:

1 Company Eurapesn Artillery. Her Majesty’s 80th Regiment of Foot.
Her Majesty’s 18th Royal Irish. 40th Regiment Native Infantry.
Troops ordered from Madras :
3 Companies European Artillery. Her Majesty's 51st Regiment of Foot. -
2 Companies Sappers and Miners. 3 Regiments of Native Infantry.
Steamers from Bombay :

Tens. Tons.
Mofozeur .o .. 1,440 | Berenioe .. .e 7
Feroze . .o .. 1,440 Zenobia o «~ 1,000
Sesostris . - .. 900 Medusa . . 300

Steamers available in Caleutta:

Tons. Tons.
Erin . . .. about 960 Fire Queen . . .. about 570
Tenwsserim ., .e 700 Phlegethon . . 400
Eaterprise .. . 570 Exclusive of Hermes.

Transports :
Tons. Tons,
' Futtay Allum . .. 609 Lahore .. . - 535

Fautil Rozack . .. .. 519 Favorite .. .. 403
Tubal Cain .. .. 787 Monarch .. .. 249
Bengal .. . .. 667

Inclosure 3 in No. 8.

Mixgte by the Governor-General of India, concurred in by the Members of the
Board.

(Extract.) March 23, 1852.

THE preparations for the expedition which it was resolved to dispatch to
the Coast of Burmah, have been carried on in every quarter with great alacrity,
and with such sacoess, that we are in a condition to commence operations even
earlier than I had anticipated.

The troops from this Presidency have either been dispatched, or are ready
to embark. The wing of the 18th has sailed to rejoin the head-quarters at
Moulmein.

A wing of Her Majesty’s 80th has also sailed. The other wing will
garrison Fort William.

. The company of Artillery has also arrived. The 40th Regiment of Native
Infantry is here. The Ordnance and Commissariat stores are embarked, and
the whole will be ready to sail on the 25th instant. ’

Lieutenant-General Godwin has been nominated to the command, and the
Staff appointments have been filled up.



82,

The troops from Madras, if they have not already sailed, will sail in accord-
ance with instructions from this Government, about the same date. '

They will be conveyed by a squadron of steamers, powerfully armed, which
has been provided by the Bombay Government with the utmost promptitude,
and in the highest efficiency.

The 67th Regiment, which was intended to form part of the expedition,
must of necessity be kept in Arracan for the present, in consequence of the 38th
Regiment having declined either to volunteer for Burmah, or to proceed to
Arracan by sea. The 67th will be relieved, however, or its place taken at
Rangoon by another Madras regiment, which that Government has been
requested to send.

With this exception, the whole force will be at the rendezvous in the
Rangoon River, by the 1st of April.

It is necessary to furnish Lieutenant-General Godwin with general instruc-
‘tions for his guidance.

Having regard to the advantage of uniting all authority upon such
occasions in one person, and having confidence in the ability, judgment, and
experience which General Godwin will bring to the duties with which he is to
be entrusted, I would propose that the whole political authority connected with
the expedition should be vested in him, as the officer commanding the troops in
the field.

The instructions of the Governor-General in Council, while they leave
General Godwin unfettered in all details of military operations, should clearly
indicate the general objects of the Government, and should, as far as possible,
provide for every contingency which may arise in connexion with the present
expedition.

The Government has declared that it directed the assembling of this
force, in the hope that a powerful blow, struck promptly now, might reduce the
Burmese to reason, obtain compliance with our demands, and avert war upon a
more extended scale at the end of the coming monsoon. To this end, the
speedy termination of hostilities, all the efforts of the force should now be
directed; while in any negotiations that may be opened, no demands of
unnecessary severity or extent should be advanced by us, which would tend to
avert a settlement, and thus to defeat the object of our present movement.

General Godwin, having been put in possession of this leading principle
in the views of the Government of India, should be informed that the ultimatum
of the Government, some time since transmitted to the King of Ava, was to the
following effect :

“lst. Your Majesty, disavowing the acts of the present Governor of Rangoon,
shall, by the hands of your Ministers, express regret that Captain Fishbourne and
the British officers who accompanied him, were exposed to insult at the hand of
your servant at Rangoon, on the 6th of January last.

“2nd. In satisfaction of the claims of the two captains who suffered
exactions from the late Governor of Rangoon, in compensation for the loss of
property which British merchants may have suffered in the burning of that city
by the acts of the present Governor, and in consideration of the expenses of
preparation for war, your Majesty will agree to pay, and will pay at once, ten
lacs of rupees to the Government of India.

“3rd. Your Majesty will direct that an accredited Agent, to be appointed in
conformity with the V1Ith Article of Yandaboo, and to reside at Rangoon, shall be
received by vour Majesty’s servants there, and shall, at all times, be treated with
the respect due to the Representative of the British Government.

‘“4th. Your Majesty will direct the removal of the present Governor of
Rangoon, whose conduct renders it impossible that the Government of India
should consent to any official intercourse with him.”

Upon arriving at the rendezvous, and before moving to Rangoon, General
Godwin should ascertain, by an ordinary flag of truce, whether any letter from
the Court of Ava to the Government of India is forthcoming.

If there should be such a letter, General Godwin should be authorized to
examine its contents.

If the letter should accede to the demands of the British Government, and
if effect should at once be given to it by the King’s officers, hostilities will be
stayed. In that case, General Godwin will intimate to the Burmese officers,
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that it is his intention to proceed to Rangoon for the purpose of receiving the
fulfilment of the terms. '

If this shall be duly accomplished, General Godwin will finally arrange a
meeting with the chief officer of the King of Ava at Rangoon, for the purpose of
formally placing in charge of his functions, the officer who shall be appointed to
act at Rangoon as the Agent of this Government. The forms of such meetings
should be arranged previously, and a record made of them; it being understood
that they are to be the recognised forms of reception of the British Agent for
the future.

When all this has been done, and not before, the King’s ship should be
restored to its place, and former friendly relations will be renewed.

If the letter from the Court of Ava should not, distinctly and at once,
concede all the demands, but should express an intention of doing so, General
Godwin should construe it in a fair and liberal spirit. If he shall consider that
it is the real intention of the Court of Ava to meet our demands as soon as it is

~practicable for them to do so, he is authorized to suspend hostilities. But if
General Godwin should see good cause to believe that the Court of Ava is
attempting to practise the same evasive policy of which General Godwin has
himself had experience, and is seeking merely to gain time against us, General
Godwin should proceed to act in concert with the officer commanding the
Naval Forces.

If again there should be no letter from the Court of Ava, orif it should
directly refuse, or manifestly evade our demands, General Godwin in like manner
will proceed to act.

It has been the earnest desire of the Government of India, from the
commencement of these differences with the Court of Ava, to avert, if possible,
another war. I have already said that the object of dispatching promptly the
present force is to seize the last chance of preventing the necessity for sending a
large army hereafter. It is in my judgment equally the policy and the duty of
the Government of India to adhere to that principle, in every one of its acts,
in this untoward affair.

Our demands have been based on a resolution to obtain full compensation
for the injuries inflicted on British subjects, and reimbursement of the expenses
to which the State has been put by the proceedings of the Burmese Government.
The sum of 10 lacs was not set down arbitrarily, but was the result of calcula-
tion, so far as it could be made.

More time will have elapsed before a reconciliation can be effected, and the
heavy current expenses must be provided for. Moreover, if hostiiities be
commenced, if actions be fought, the charges of the Government will be greatly
increased. , _

I therefore beg leave to suggest, that as the conditions of peace offered
immediately after the capture of these places, we should demand:

1st. The payment of 15 lacs of rupees. Such a payment would not
be beyond the means of the Burmese Government, and it will most certainly
not do more than afford the compensation and reimbursement to which we are
entitled.

2nd. To obviate any attempt at evasion, by délay, and to meet the strict
justice of the case, an additional payment should be demanded of 3 lacs for every
month which may elapse after the 1st of May, until satisfaction of our demands
is afforded.

3rd. Until these payments are made, the British troops shall remain in
undisturbed possession of such captured places as they may choose to retain.

4th. If these conditions are not complied with, the Government of India will
take such measures as it may think necessary and right.

I conceive that these conditions afford the best and safest solution of the
difficulties ot our present position.

With regard to the 1st and 2nd I have already said that the demand is just,
and within the means of the Burmese Government.

The 3rd condition enables us either to retain possession of the whole we
may have captured, or, without disadvantage or discredit, to retire from Rangoon,
if it should appear desirable to do so.

The general terms of the 4th condition leave it open to the Government to
adopt whatever course it may prefer, after the monsoon shall have passed, or the
season for operations shall again approach.

M
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Inclosure 4 in No. 8.
Mr. Allen to Lieutenant-General Godwin.

(Extract.) : : Fort William, March 24, 1852,

THE force which has been placed under your command for service upon

the coast of Burmah being now complete in all respects, you will be enabled to

roceed to the rendezvous selected by Commodore Lambert, at the mouth of the
%angoon River, upon the 25th instant.

The Governor-General in Council has the honor to address to you the
following instructions for your guidance.

Having regard to the advantage of uniting all authority in one person
upon such occasions as the present, and having confidence in the ability, the
judgment, and experience which you will bring to the duty with which you are
to be entrusted, the Governor-General in Council has resolved that the whole
political authonty connected with the expedition should be vested in you, as the
officer commanding the troops in the field.

The Governor-General in Council has directed the assembling of this
force, in the hope that a powerful blow, struck promptly now, may reduce the
Burmese to reason, may obtain compliance with our demands, and so may avert
the necessity for war upon a more extended scale, after the close of the coming
monsoon. ' '

The ultimatum of the British Government, transmitted to the Court of
Ava some time ago, was to the following effect :

“1st. Your Majesty, disavowing the acts of the present Governor of
Rangoon, shall, by the hands of your Ministers, express regret that Captain
Fishbourne and the British officers who accompamed him were exposed to insult
at the hand of your servants at Rangoon, on the 6th of January last.

“2nd. In satisfaction of the claims of the two captains who suffered exactions
from the late Governor of Rangoon, in compensation for the loss of property
which British merchants may have suffered in the burning of that city by the
acts of the present Governor, and in consideration of the expenses of prepara-
tion for war, your Majesty will agree to pay, and will pay at once, ten lacs of
rupees to the Government of India.

“3rd. Your Majesty will direct that an accredited Agent, to be appointed in
conformity with the V1Ith Article of Yandaboo, and to reside at Rangoon, shall
be received by your Majesty’s servants there, and shall, at all times, be treated
with the respect due to the Representative of the British Government.

““4th. Your Majesty will direct the removal of the present Governor of
Rangoon, whose conduct renders it impossible that the Government of India
should consent to any official intercourse with him.”

Upon arriving at the rendezvous, you are requested to communicate
with Commodore Lambert, in command of the naval squadron there. The
accompanying letter to Commodore Lambert contains a copy of the instruc-
tions now conveyed to you, and a request that he will cooperate with you in
every way for securing the successful performance of the service with which you
have been entrusted.

The Governor-General in Council entertains the fullest confidence that
Commodore Lambert and yourself will act together in entire harmony and
concert upon a service, where you have as your common object the protection
of British subjects, and the maintenance of the honor and power of our name.’

Before moving up to Rangoon you are requested to ascertain, by such
means as may seem best, through a flag of truce, whether any letter from the
Court of Ava to the Government of India has been received. If there should
be such a letter, you are authorized to examine its contents.

If the letter should accede to the demands of the British Government,
and if effect should at once be given to it by the King’s officers, hostilities will
be stayed.

In that case you are requested to intimate to the Burmese officers, that it is
your intention to proceed to Rangoon for the purpose of recciving the fulfilment
of the terms.

If this shall be duly accomplished, you will finally arrange a meeting with
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the chief officer of the King of Ava, for the purpose of formally placing in
charge of his functions the officer who shall be appointed to act at Rangoon as
the Agent of this Government.

The forms of such meetings should be arranged previously, and a record
made of them; it being understood that they are to be the recognised forms of
reception of the British Agent for the future.

When all this has been done, and not before, the King’s ship should be
restored to its place, and former friendly relations will be renewed.

If the letter from the Court of Ava should not distinctly and at once
concede all our demands, but should express an intention of doing so, you are
requested to construe it in a fair and liberal spirit.

If you shall consider that it is the real intention of the Court of Ava
to meet our demands as soon as it is practicable for it to do so, you are
authorized to suspend hostilities. But if you should see good cause to believe
that the Court of Ava is attempting to practise the same evasive policy of which
you have yourself had experience, and is seeking merely to gain time against us,
you should proceed to act, in concert with the officer commanding the naval
forces.

If, again, there should be no letter from the Court of Ava, or if it
should directly refuse, or manifestly evade, our demands, you, in like manner,
will proceed to act.

It is assumed by the Government, that operations would be most effectually
directed against Martaban and Rangoon.

If the result of that operation should be in accordance with the hopes
of the Government, and if the Burmese should either make overtures for peace,
or should be supposed likely to accept them, you are authorized to agree to, or
to offer the following terms of accommodation :—

1st. The payment of 15 lacs of rupees.

2nd. The payment of 3 lacs of rupees, in addition to the above sum, for
every month which may elapse after the 1st May, until full payment is made.

3rd. Until these conditions shall be fulfilled, the British troops shall
remain in undisturbed possession of such captured places as they may choose to
retain.

4th. If the conditions shall not be fulfilled on or before the 1st October, the
Government of India will take such measures as it may think right.

Upon the acceptance of such overtures being reported, the Government of
India would transmit to you such further instructions as might be required.

Inclosure 5 in No. 8.

Mr. Allen to Commodore Lambert.

Fort William, March 24, 1852.

I AM directed by the Governor-General in Council to acquaint you, that
the land force, which has been prepared with a view to active operations in
Burmah, being about to sail, Lieutenant-General Godwin, C.B., has been
appointed to the command. .

As there appears to be little probability of the demands of the British
Government being acceded to by the Government of Ava, except as the
consequence of successful operations by the military force which has been
dispatched, the Governor-General in Council, having regard to the expediency
of uniting every power in the hands of one person on such occasions, has
resolved to invest Lieutenant-General Godwin, the officer in command of the
troops, with the whole political authority connected with the expedition.

"> You are requested to place the services of Captain Latter, Burmese
interpreter to the expedition, at the disposal of Lieutenant-General Godwin.

A copy of the instructions addressed to that officer is transmitted for
your information.

In addition to the steam-vessels which have already been under your orders,
those named in the margin* will join you at the rendezvous.

* Feroze, Mozuffer, Sesostris, Zenobia, Medusa, Berenice, and, probably, Hugh Lindsay.
M 2
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In soliciting your cooperation for accomplishing fully the objects of this
Government, the Governor-General in Council has only to repeat the expression
of his perfect confidence that the officers commanding the naval and military
forces respectively, will act together in entire harmony and concert upon a
service in which they bave for their common object, the protection of British
subjects, and the maintenance of the honor and power of our name.
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Treaty with the King of Ava.

Stigned at Yandaboo, February 24, 1826.

TREATY of PEACE between the Honorable East India Company on
the one part, and His Majesty the King of Ava on the other, settled by Major-
General Sir Archibald Campbell, K.C.B. and K.C.T.S., commanding the Expe-
dition, and Senior Commissioner in Pegu and Ava, Thomas Campbell Robertson,
Esquire, Civil Commissioner in Pegu and Ava, and Henry Ducie Chads, Esquire,
Captain, commanding His Britannic Majesty’s and the Honorable Company’s
Naval Force on the Irrawaddy River, on the part of the Honorable Company;
and by Mengyee-Maha-Men-Klah-Kyan-Ten Woongyee, Lord of Lay-Kaeng, and
Mengyee Mahah-Men-Klah-Shee-hah-the-Ahren-Woon, Lord of the Revenue,
on the part of the King of Ava; who have each communicated to the other
their full-powers ; agreed to and executed at Yandaboo, in the Kingdom of Ava,
on this 24th day of February, in the year of our Lord 1826, corresponding with
the fourth day of the decrease of the Moon Tuboung, in the vear 1187, Mandina
Era:

ARTICLE 1.

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between the Honourable
Company, on the one part, and His Majesty the King of Ava, on the other.

ARTICLE H.

His Majesty the King of Ava renounces all claims upon, and will abstain
from all future interference with, the Principality of Assam and its dependencies,
and also with the contiguous petty States of Cachar and Jyntia. With regard to
Munipore, it is stipulated that should Ghumbheer Singh desire to return to
that country, he shall be recognised by the King of Ava as Rajah thereof.

ARTICLE HL

To prevent all future disputes respecting the boundary-line between the
two great nations, the British Government will retain the conquered Provinces
of Arracan, including the four divisions of Arracan, Ramree, Cheduba, and
Sandowey, and His Majesty the King of Ava cedes all right thereto. The
Annonpeeteetonmien, or Arracan Mountains (known in Arracan by the name of
the Yeornabourg or Pokhengloung range), will henceforth form the boundary
between the two great nations on that side. Any doubts regarding the said
line of demarcation will be settled by Commissioners appointed by the respective
Governments for that purpose, such Commissioners from both Powers to be of
suitable and corresponding rank.

ARTICLE 1V.

His Majesty the King of Ava cedes to the British Government the conquered
Provinces of Yeh, Tavoy, and Mergui, and Tenasserim, with the islands and
dependencies thereunto appertaining, taking the Saluen River as the line of
demarcation on that frontier. Any doubts regarding their boundaries will be
settled as specified in the concluding part of Article III.



88 .

ARTICLE V.

In proof of the sincere disposition of the Burmese Government to maintain
the relations of peace and amity between the nations, and as part indemnification
to the Biitish Government for the expenses of the war, His Majesty the King
of Ava agrees to pay the sum of one crore of rupees.

ARTICLE VI

No person whatever, whether native or foreign, is hereafter to be molested
by either party, on account of the part which he may have taken, or have been
compelled to take, in the present war.

ARTICLE VII.

In order to cultivate and improve the relations of amity and peace hereby
established between the two Governments, it is agreed that accredited Ministers,
retaining an escort or safeguard of fifty men, from each, shall reside at the
Durbar of the other, who shall be permitted to purchase or to build a suitable
place of rcsidence, of permanent materials; and a Commercial Treaty, upon
principles of reciprocal advantage, will be entered into by the two High Con-
tracting Powers. '

ARTICI.E VIII

All public and private debts contracted by either Government, or by the
subjects of either Government, with the other, previous to the war, to be recog-
nised and liquidated upon the same principles of honor and good faith as if
hostilities had not taken place between the two nations; and no advantage
shall be taken by either party, of the period that may have elapsed since the
debts were incurred, or in consequence of the war; and, according to the
universal Law of Nations, it is further stipulated, that the property of all British
subjects who may die in the dominions of His Majesty the King of Ava, shall,
in the absence of legal heirs, be placed in the hands of the British Resident or
Consul in the said dominions, who will dispose of the same according to the
tenor of the British Law. In like manner, the property of Burmese subjects,
dying under the same circumstances io any part of the British Dominions, shall
be made over to the Minister or other authority delegated by His Burmese
Majesty to the Supreme Government of India.

ARTICLE IX.

The King of Ava will abolish all exactions upon British ships or vessels in
Burman ports, that are not required from Burman ships or vessels in British
ports ; nor shall ships or vessels, the property of British subjects, whether
European or Indian, entering the Rangoon River or other Burman ports, be
required to land their guns or unship their rudders, or to do any other act not
required of Burmese ships or vessels in British ports.

ARTICLE X.
‘The good and faithful ally of the British Government, His Majesty the

King of Siam, having taken a part in the present war, will, to the fullest extent,
as far as regards His Majesty and his subjects, be included in the above Treaty.

ARTICLE XI

This Treaty to be ratified by the Burmese authorities competent in the like
cases, and the ratification to be accompanied by all British, whether European
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or native (American) and other prisoners, who will be delivered over to the
British Commissioners. The British Commissioners, on their part, engaging
that the said Treaty shall be ratified by the Right Honorable the Governor-
General in Council, and ‘the ratification shall be delivered to His Majesty the
King of Avain four months, or sooner if possible; and all the Burmese prisoners
shall, in like manner, be delivered over to their own Government as soon as they
arrive from Bengal.

LARGEEN MEONJA (L.S) A. CAMPBELL, Major-
WOONGHEE. General, and Senior Com-
. missioner.
[Seal of the Lotoo.] L8 T.C.ROBERTSON, Civi
SHWAGUM WOON (L.S.) H. D. CHADS, Captain
ATAWOON. Royal Navy.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE.

The British Commissioners being most anxiously desirous to manifest the
sincerity of their wish for peace, and to make the immediate execution of the
Fifth Article of this Treaty as little irksome, or inconvenient as possible to His
Majesty the King of Ava, consent to the following arrangements, with respect to
the division of the sum total, as specified in the Article before referred to, into
instalments, viz. : upon the payment of twenty-five lacs of rupees, or one-fourth
of the sum total (the other Articles of the Treaty being executed), the army will
retire to Rangoon ; upon the further payment of a similar sum at that place,
within one hundred days from this date, with the proviso as above, the army
will evacuate the dominions of His Majesty the King of Ava, with the least
possible delay ; leaving the remaining moiety of the sum total to be paid by
equal annual instalments in two years, from this 24th day of February, 1826,
A.D., through the Consul, or Resident in Ava, or Pegu, on the part of the
Honourable the East India Company.

LARGEEN MEONJA (L.S.) A. CAMPBELL, Major-

WOONGHEE. General, and Senior Com-
missioner.

. L.S. T. C. ROBERTSON, Civil

[Seal of the Lotoo. ] ( ) Comuraissioner. N, Gl

SHWAGUM WOON (L.S.) H. D. CHADS, Captain

ATAWOON. Royal Navy.




Commercial Treaty with Ava.

Signed November 23, 1826.

A Commercial Treaty, signed and sealed at the golden city of Ra-ta-na-
para, on the 23rd of November, 1826, according to the English, and the 9th of
the decrease of the moon Tan-Soung-mong, 1188, according to the Burmans,
by the Envoy Crawfurd, appointed by the English Ruler the Company’s Buren,
who governs India, and the Commissioners, the Atenwoon Mengyee-thi-ha-maha-
then-Kyan, Lord of Sau, and the Atenwoon Mengyee-maha-men-iha-thi-ha-thee,
Lord of the Revenue, appointed by His Majesty the Burmese Rising Sun Buren,
who reigns over Thu-na-pa-ran-ta-Tam-pa-di-pa, and many other great
countries.

According to the Treaty of Peace between the two great nations, made at
Yandaboo, in order to promote the prosperity of both countries, and with a desire
to assist and protect the trade of both, the Commissioner and Envoy Crawfurd,
appointed by the English Company’s Buren, who rules India, and the Commis-
sioners the Atenwoon Mengyee-thi-ha-maha-nauda-then-Kyan, Lord of Sau, and
the Atenwoon Mengyee-maha-men-lha-ti-ha-thu, Lord of the Revenue, appointed
by His Majesty the Burmese Rising Sun Buren, who rules over Thu-na-para-
Tam-pa-di-pa, and many other great countries. These three, in the conference-
tent at the landing-place of Ze-ya-pu-ra, north of the golden city of Ye-ta-na-
pura, with mutual consent completed this Engagement.

ARTICLE I

Peace being made between the great country governed by the English
Prince the India Company Buren, and the great country of Ya-ta-na-pura, which
rules over Thu-na-para-Tam-pa-di-pa, and many other great countries, when
merchants with an English stamped pass from the country of the English
Prince, and merchants from the Kingdom of Burmah, pass from one country to
the other, selling and buying merchandize, the sentinels at the passes and
entrances, the established gatekeepers of the country, shall make inquiry as
usual, but without demanding any money ; and all merchants coming truly for
the purpose of trade with merchandize, shall be suffered to pass without hin-
drance or molestation. The Governments of both countries also shall permit
ships with cargoes to enter ports and carry on trade, giving them the utmost
protection and security; and in regard to duties, there shall none be taken
beside the customary duties at the landing-places of trade.

ARTICLE 11

Ships whose breadth of beam on the inside (opening of the hold) is 8 Royal
Burmese cubits of 19/5th English inches each, and all ships of smaller size,
whether merchants from the Burmese Country entering an English port under
the Burmese flag, or merchants from the English country with an English
stamped pass entering a Burmese port under the English flag, shall be
subjected to no other demands beside the payment of duties, and 10 ticals
25 per cent. (10 sicca rupees) for a chokey pass on leaving. Nor shall pilotage
be demanded, unless the captain voluntarily requires a pilot. However, when
ships arrive, information shall be given to the officer stationed at the
entrance of the sea, in regard to vessels whose breadth of beam exceeds 8
Royal cubits, and remain, according to Article IX of the Treaty of Yandaboo,
without unshipping their rudders or landing their guns, and be free from trouble
and molestation, as Burmese vessels in British ports. Besides the Royal duties,
no more duties shall be given or taken than such as are customary.



91

ARTICLE III.

F "~ Merchants belonging to one, who go to the other country and remain there,
shall, when they desire to return, go to whatever place and by whatever vessel
they may desire, without hindrance. Property owned by merchants they shall
be allowed to sell, and property not sold and household furniture, they shall be
allowed to take away, without hindrance or incurring any expense.

ARTICLE 1V,

English and Burmese vessels meeting with contrary winds, or sustaining
damage in masts, rigging, &c., or suffering shipwreck on the shore, shall,
according to the laws of charity, receive assistance from the inhabitants of the
towns and villages that may be near, the master of the wrecked ship paying to
those that assist, suitable salvage, according to the circumstances of the case;
and whatever property may remain in the case of shipwreck, shall be restored to

the owner.
(L.S.) J. CRAWFURD.

[King of Ava’s Seal.] ATWENWOON MENGYEE-THI-HAMAHA-
NAUDA-THEN-KYAN, Lord of Sau.
ATWENWOON MENGYEE-MAHA-MEN-
THI-HA-THU, Lord of the Revenue.

Ratified by the Right Honorable the Governor-General, on the first day of
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, A.D.
A. STERLING, Secretary to Government.






