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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt views products at Made in India ShawANE

Prime Minister views Made in India Show

Yancon, 20 Feb NEPrime Minister General Khijnal heads, the president of the Union of Myanmar Fed

Nyunt, accompanied by officials of the State Peace [@iwmh of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Indian A«
ssador to Myanmar Mr Rajiv Kumar Bhatia, Secrei}y

Development Council Office, arrived at Yangon Tr:
Centre on Upper Pazundaung Street in Mingadé the Industrial Policy & Promotion Department of t
Taungnyunt Township where Made in India Show is bBftinistry of Commerce and Industry of India Mr Laksh

ing held under Myanmar-India bilateral trade and ec@hand, the chairman of the Confederation of Indian I

nomic promotion programme, this morning.
He was welcomed there by Chairman of Yangon
vision Peace and Development Council Commander

dustry (Cll) of India and officials.

Gen Myint Swe, ministers, deputy ministers, departmesguipment, cosmetics, textiles, personal goods, weaving
N - machines, leather wares, accessories, agricultural imple-
India, Myanmar discuss border | ments, hospital equipment, electric apparatus, furniture,

. . rubber, beans and pulses and crops which are exh
trade, economic COOperatIOH by 70 Indian companies.

Yancon, 20 Feb N | Confederation of Indian Inf  The signing ceremony followed at the parlour of
Seminar on across bordeAsdustry (Cll) of India, was centre. UMFCCI President U Win Myint and Confede
India-Myanmar trade andopened at Sedona Hotel hgréon of Indian Industry Past President Mr Rajive K
economic cooperation| this morning. signed the agreement on Setting Up of Joint Task R
jointly sponsored by Indian  Minister for Commerce between the UMFCCI and the CII.

Embassy in Myanmar antBrig-Gen Pyi Sone adt The Prime Minister and party left the centre late
dressed the opening certhe morning. The admission-free trade fair will be K

i- The Prime Minister and party viewed the booths g
sjeel wares, industrial products, medicines and meg

=y

Four political objectives JJ
Stability of the State, community peace an
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Const|
tution

Building of a new modern developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the
economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system
Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad
The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and thg
national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-

ards of the entire nation

Commerce Minister meets
Thai guests

bitedy ancon, 20 Feb N Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen
Pyi Sone met with Chairman of the Standing Committee

then Commerce of the House of Representatives of Thai-

rdand Mr Rewat Sirinukul, and delegation, accompanied

oted

ay.

ally Thai Ambassador Mr Suphot Dhirakaosal, at his office

Also present were Deputy Minister for Commerce
frig-Gen Aung Tun, Director-General of Directorate of
eg{ade U Nyunt Aye, Managing Director U Min Hla Aung
of Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading and officials of
Border Trade Department.fINA

INSIDE emony. open till 22 February.
Chairman of Cll Na- MNA
tional Committee Mr

Perspectives
Participate in
nation-building tasks
(Page 2)

22.35 acres of poppy
plantations destroyed in
Hkamti Township
(Page 2)

Dipankar Chatterji, Mr
Rajive Kaul, Past President
of Cll and Chairman and
Managing Director of Niccg
Corp, Indian Ambassadar
Mr Jajiv Kumar Bhatia and
Secretary Mr Lakshm
Chand of Industrial Polic
and Promotion Departmer

Avrticle
The taste of peace and
stability of the Union
(Page 7)

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt receives
Honourable Minister for
Industries & Public
Enterprises of Assam

(Page 16)

of Ministry of Commerce
and Industry of India als
gave speeches.

Also present were Min
ister for Rail Transportatio
Maj-Gen Aung Min, Deputy|
Minister for Commerce
Brig-Gen Aung Tun, depart
mental officials, the presi
dent and members of Unio
of Myanmar Federation 0

| 23,140 |

Chambers of Commerce ar

Industry, officials of private

companies and guests.
BINA

ra
UMFCCI President U Win

documents in the presence of Prime Minister General Khin Nyuma\

Myint and Confederation of Indian Industry Past President Mr Rajive Kaul exchange

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Participate in
nation-building tasks

The State Peace and Development Coul-
cil is endeavouring for the Union that is mads
up of 14 states and divisions to keep abreast
nations of the world and to stand tall among
international community. Consolidating na-
tional unity, efforts are being made to relay
the fruitful results of development undertak-
ings to future generations.

Nowadays, border areas and nationa

59" Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Objectives

N To strive hand in hand with the people for suc-
cessful realization of the StateOs seven-po|
policy programme

N To crush internal and external destructive ele-
ments hindering the stability and progress of
the State through peopleOs militia strategy

N To implement border area development tasks|
and the five rural development tasks hand in
hand with the entire people

N To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw to
uphold OOur Three Main National CausesO

races development projects, projects for deve
opment of the 24 special regions and the five
rural development tasks are being implemented|

As special regions are being establisheg
in states and divisions to carry out develop
ment tasks, universities, colleges, governmept
technical institutes and hospitals have emergefl
one after another.

The inauguration of the newly-con-
structed Government Technical Institute
(Mohnyin) took place at the institute in
Mohnyin Township, Kachin State, on 10 Feb
ruary morning, attended by Vice-Chairman of
Myanmar Education Committee Secretary-1 of]
the State Peace and Development Council L}
Gen Soe Win.

Nowadays, changes for the better an
developments have been made with greater m¢-
mentum in the field of science and technolog
and electronics. Changes and development
science and technology are overwhelming t
economic, health and social sectors of the whole
human society.

Therefore, it is of paramount importance
for the people to learn and apply science an
technology to keep pace with changes and d
velopments, and efforts will have to be made t
be able to produce outstanding intellectuals an
intelligentsia.

Now, 147 students are attending Civi|
engineering course, Electrical (communication
engineering course, Electrical (power) engineer
ing course, Mechanical (power) engineerin
course, Mechanical (Design) engineering courde
and IT engineering course that are being con|
ducted at Government Technical Institute
(Mohnyin).

A total of five institutions of higher learn-
ing have been opened in Kachin State for turn
ing out human resources on science and tec
nology N two technological colleges and twd
computer colleges in Myitkyina and Bhamo,
and a government technical institute in|
Mohnyin.

In the past, students had to pursue theif
higher education in cities like Yangon and
Mandalay but now they have the opportunities]

D

Commander attends Htidaw hoisting and enshrinement
ceremony of Aungmingala Hsutaungpyay Pagoda in Thanlyin

Y ancon, 20 FebN The
ceremony to enshrine reli-
gious objects in Aung-
mingala Pagoda was held a
Aungmingala Monastery in
Kayinseik Model Village,
Thanlyin Township, this
morning, attended by Chair-
man of Yangon Division
Peace and Developmen
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe and wife
Daw Khin Thet Htay and .
Minister for Livestock and
Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung
Maung Thein.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Hanthawad
Meditation Centre Sayada

s

Agga Maha Kammathana
eariya Bhaddanta Javan
and members of the Sang
Deputy Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko, No 1 Mili-
tary Region Commande
Col Tun Kyi, Secretary o
Yangon Division Peace an
Development Council Lt
Col Myint Kyi, Chairman of
Yangon South Distric
Peace and Developme
Council Lt-Col Aung Pya:
and members, social orgal
zations, wellwishers an
guests.

The ceremony wa
opened with three-time rec]
tation of Namo Tassa

Sayadaw Bhaddant]
Javana administered th
Five Precepts.

Next, the commande
and wife offered
Seinbudaw, Hngetmyatnd
daw and provisions to
Sayadaw; Minister Brig

. Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe fixes diamond orb atop Aungmingala Pagesla.
aGen Maung Maung Thein, round the pagoda. The comSayadaws.
jaeligious objects and offef-mander and the minister  Afterwards, the com-
tories; Deputy Minister enshrined religious objectsmander and party went to
Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, in middle and upper reli: 50-acre summer paddy high
religious objects and dona-quaries and sprinkledyield special zone near
rtions; and wellwisher U scented water on them Sitpinkwin Village, Than-
Maung Maung Oo-Daw Then, the commander, thdyin Township and in-
dThet Yi (Jacob) and othersminister and officials| spected thriving paddy.
provisions to Sayadaws. | hoisted tiers of Htidaw ang Yangon Division Manager
Aungmingala Monas} Hngetmyatnadaw atop theof Myanma Agriculture
tery Sayadaw Bhaddantapagoda by Annawa decg-Service U Aung Hsan re-
hiMandala delivered a ser-rated carriage. The com-ported on natural fertilizer
mon. Then, Maha Dhammamander  then fixed instead of Urea fertilizer
iKathika Bahujana HitadhatraSeinbudaw atop the pagodavas broadcast in the paddy
dNyaunggan-aye Monastefyand sprinkled scented wadield so as to reduce culti-
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Indakaer on it. At the same time,vation and production ex-
sgave Ovada Katha ardsmall Htidaws were hoistefdpenses of local farmers.
-shared merits gained. atop encircling pagodas. | Later, the commander gave
Next, the Commander  The ceremony endeginstructions that officials are
aconveyed Sein-budaw, D ith three-time recitation of to give advice to the local
&khin Thet Htay Hngetmyat- Buddha Sasanam ,iram| farmers to enable them to
nadaw, Minister Brig-Gen Titthatuand they performed save cultivation expense.
rMaung Maung Thein four the rituals of golden and sil- MNA
parts ofZun, Deputy Min-| very showers to mark sug-
-ister Brig-Gen Thura Aung cess of the ceremony. Next, 22.35 acres. of
aKo Hsatthaphudaw anfdthe commander and wifepOppPy plantations
well-wishers tiers of Htidaw offered OsoonO to the destroyed

to pursue education within their reach.

At a time when efforts are being made in
all sectors for national development, people arg
urged to participate in nation-building tasks
realizing the goodwill and objectives of thg

State.
\ J

recloosegledopbont afopaont wrey
ssbobsbolachf spmasasmnlay

- &
i V
B e e S L 3
::-.-o\!-" \] Lomasis sl wkalls
-J_-:hl-u- ---u-u-ni-l.-
W mne el ey,
[ty ]

g

The combined team seen destroying poppy plantationgnAl

Yancon, 20 FebRN
Poppy plantations are being
destroyed in 2003-2004
poppy growing season. A
combined team comprising
members of local Tatma-
dawmen, local intelligence
unit, Myanmar Police
Force, departmental offi-
cials and local people, de-
stroyed 22.35 acres of
poppy plantations illegally
grown near Nampoke Creek
in Hkamti Township on 10
February, making the total
acres of destroyed poppy
plantations grown in poppy
growing regions in this
yearOs poppy growing sea-
son to 6,316.44 acres up to

‘ 10 February 2004. WINA
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France, Germany want a UN resolut

WasHingToN, 20 FebN France and Germany said Wednesday that a new UN Security Council resolution on th
world bodyOs role in Iraq would be needed, prompting US concerns about possible delays in reconstruction effg

and in the planned hand-over of sovereignty this summer.
The US has been urging the Unitethey feared that a debate over a ne®addam

Nations to take a greater role in Irdgesolution could drag on long enouglwhen it failed to get the Security Cou
but a new resolution may set up a neww force a postponement of the handsilOs blessing.

If the Security Council adopts ane
and two leading war opponents. Thenent. They also worry that it couldresolution, the UN Omight want to st

confrontation between the United Statesver to a transitional Iraqi govern-

new complications arise as UN Secregarovide the UN with enough leverageprojects

tary-General Kofi Annan prepares tdo force an overhaul of major infra-underway. They might want to und
issue recommendations on how a nestructure projects in the country, suclones that are already going,O said

Iraqi government should be selectedas those for power plants and oil fieldadministr
Annan was expected to tell the Seredevelopment.
curity Council today that direct ele¢c-  Any debate may reopen diplomat

ic Such

remain unidentified.

ion on Iraq

Hussein but turned criti¢al

Roadside bomb kills

>\W0 more Americans in Iraq

Uel B,cupap, 20 FebN An explosion killed two US
anantrymen in an insurgent centre west of Baghdad on
fRursday.

O The blast occurred

that weOre about to

ation official, who asked f

troops from Task Force Allr and witnesses said.

IIXmerlcan were investigat- OAbout 20 US soldiers

swounded, the US command
‘ |
a move Ocould have rea a‘}

tions were not possible before the schedrounds from the'prewar period awgtnajor effects,Q Fhe official said. ing an earlier attack on a USand two Iraqi policemen were
uled on 30 J_une power transfer ustuggests a repetition of a pattern|in . The QS official addgd that the ad'convoy near Khaldiyah, aon foot inspecting the area
would be desirable by the end of thevhich the US has sought UN supporininistration was especially concerneg i Triangle town aboultafter the first blast,® witness
year. Additional re(zommendatio sbut then been unhappy with the resultsbout the French, although relation§0 miles west of Baghdad,Bilal Hardan said. OThen the
based on a UN teamOs visit to Iraq tHis2002, the Bush _adm|~n|strat_|on askebgtween the twc_J countries have warm itnesses said. second explosion came. |
month are expected next week. for the United NationsO backing for theince the Chirac government led 4o Iragi was killed and think they hit a land mine.®
Bush administration officials saifUS effort to oust Iragi Presidentopposition to the war. Mternet another US soldier was US troops rounded up
. . . dozens of Iraqgi suspects af-
Bulgarian soldier in Iraq ter the second attack, the
- witnesses said. The US com-
ShOOtS at. wou nds mate # 1 . mand confirmed the Ameri-
! can casualties but offered no
BacHpAD, 20 FebNPrivate Zhivko Dolashkov, a further details.
soldier from BulgariaOs second Iraq unit in Karbala has . The latest deaths brought
accidentally shot at and wounded his mate Georgi Mile! " to 545 the number of Ameri-
on the territory of the camp Kilo. Dolashkov shot with can service members who
his Makarov gun. = ™ have died since President
The wounded soldier hgsGeneral Staff of the Bulgar- i Bush launched the Iraq war
been rushed to a hospital [iian army demanded that othe ¢ on March 20. Most of the
Baghdad. His life is out of soldiers should also be helc “'_...., | deaths have occurred after
danger. The accidentoccurredesponsible for the injury. \ Bush declared an end to
at about 4 pm Bulgarian tim¢.Landeva and another two sol: active combat on 1 May.
The commander of thediers from the unit were re- With casualties mounting
battalion has ordered an in<alled back to Bulgaria. F I “'-:.v- - % = = _ | inan election year, the Bush
vestigation into the case. Earlier in the day De - I W | & " ., | administration would like to
In August 2003 Private fence Minister Nikolay e ¥ " * | transfer political power to the
Pavlina Marinova Landeva Svinarov announced that the - Iragis by the end of June and
from BulgariaOs first peaceeommander who will head "Ir #4 | shift more security responsi-

keeping battalionin Irag sh
herselfas she used herweay

tBulgariaOs third battalion
dnaq has already been s

N |ragi women weep as they
e-

in the city of Hilla, 100 kms south of BaghddidxTernET

stand in front of their house destroyed in a car b

mb athdlity to the US-trained Iraqi
Tforce. Ninternet

lected. Minister Svinaro

refused to disclose his nameAn | m al

Bulgarian troops have

ot 0000 arong Poren nUsbandry
emultinational contingent. boomlng |n
Heilongjiang

he Internet
Japan, Iran sign $2b deal to
Province
Haren, 20 FebN North-

develop huge oilfield
east ChinaOs Heilongjial

Tokvo, 20 FebN Japan and Iran have signed a two

billion-US- dollar deal to jointly develop the massive

Azadegan oilfield in southwestern Iran, according tg Province has been develo
Japanese official sources Thursday. ing its animal husbandr
An announcement of the agreement is expected tolsesiness rapidly — an
contributed a great deal

gmeal farmersO income

made Friday.
to development of the oilfield in southwestern Iran, closeg8id an official with the pro

inattentively. The injury wa:
not a dangerous one.
Bulgaria imposed pena
ties over the shooting inc|
dent and despite the fact th
Lambeva is said to ha
caused the wound herself, t|

Pe
d

China to train millions of
township enterprise employees

Beuaing, 20 FebN The Ministry of Agriculture launched a training project
Thursday, requiring all township enterprise employees in China to participate in
pre-job and on-the-job training programmes.

Ruralworkers preparing to work in town-bourers, especially those in need, to work in
ship enterprises, newly- recruited workingownship businesses.
staff, technicians and the managers of such Only 9.1 per cent of ChinaOs 480-mil-
enterprises will have to undergo training|ifion-strong rural labour force has received

rofessional knowledge and techniquegrofessional training, according to ministry

h
@areer ethics and law, and be awardedsaurces.

Oblue certificateO after completing the The next five to ten years will witness a
course. rapid increase in the supply of workers from

Five million rural workers are expectedhe countryside, said the official, but second-
to receive such training by 2008, and reary and tertiary industries will require more
‘ceive professional skills appraisal if condihigh-quality workers.

tions permit, as a move to attract rural |a- MNA/Xinhua

The agreement will grant the Japanese consortium |
the border with Iraq. vincial agricultural depart

The two sides will sign a formal contract after decidirigent.
details such as ratios of investment and the duration af theHeilongjiang abounds in
development, the sources said. dairy resources, having idegl

Actual production is expected to begin in 2006 with @enditions for expanding its
estimated maximum output of more than 400,000 bafréRiry industry, said the offi
per day. The Azadegan oilfield is believed to have crude@l. As the key dairy pro-
reserves of 26 billion barrels. The agreement will give Japéiition base, it boasts t

the largest oilfield it has ever developed independently.countryOs biggest fresh milk

The government-backed Japanese consortium inygWoduction and dairies
ing Tomen Corp, Inpex Corp and Japan Petroleum Expiocessing industry.

ration Co started negotiation with the Iranian Governmentin In 2003, HeilongjiangQs
gross livestock breeding out-_

But the talks had been stalled due largely to press@k value amounted to 29 4

2000.

from the United States which has urged Japan to withgriailion yuan (about 3.5 bil

from the project due to its concern about IranOs allefied US dollars), an increase

nuclear programme. of 15.3 per cent over the pre:
Japan lost its preferential negotiation rights in June| Iagus year.

year, and Iran apparently considered an international|auc-This year, the provmca

tion at one point. will continue to focus on the
But after Iran said recently it would accept inspectip@gowth of dairies sector and

by the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Unitdieef processing industry, the

States softened its stance, Japan decided to push fproffieial said.

project. NMNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua
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A Polish soldier stands guard in front of the site where a car bomb exploded near his
base in Hilla, 100 kms south of Baghdad, on 19 FebrBnyrerneT
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Explosive trace 545 US service members killed since

in hair could o T . :
beginning of military operations in Iraq
expose bombe[s BacHpaD, 20 FebNAs of Thursday, 19 February, 545 US service members have:
Lonpon, 20 Feb N | died since the beginning of military operations in Iraqg, according to the Department

o

Traces of explosives in the|
hair could give away bomb
ers and bomb-makers, aBr|
ish journal reported o
Wednesday.

A scientist at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island foun
that certain explosive
evaporate and bind to h
man hair, leaving more pe
manent clues than traces
clothes, theNew Scientis
wrote.

OThe Oklahoma Cit
bomber Timothy McVeigh
was wearing a T-shirt wit
TNT on it, but he probabl
also had explosives in h
hair,O the scientist, Jimm
Oxley, was quoted as sa
ing.

Oxley discovered traces
of the explosives TNT, RDX
and PETN in the hair of peg-
ple who handle them daily
She did not fully understand
how they bind to hair but her

rof Defence. Of those, 376 died as a result of hostile action and 167 died of non-ho.

-causes, the department said.

t- The British military has reported 5®&ostile injured numbered 415.

ndeaths; Italy, 17; Spain, eight; Bulgaria, five; The latest deaths reported by the military:

Thailand, two; Denmark, Ukraine and Two US soldiers were killed Thursday|i o . . .

Poland have reported one each. aroadside bombing near Khaldiyah, 50 m Iesh BA_GH_DADI .20 FebN Oil g'af“ Halliburton is falling
short in its billion-dollar commitments to supply US-led

I Since May 1, when President Bush gerest of Baghdad. . d rebuild th As oil ind
sclared that major combat operations in Iraq The latest identifications reported by thgorc_es in Iraq an rebul t. e countryOs oil industry, a
senior Pentagon official said on Thursday.

phad ended, 405 US soldiers have died [2®dlitary: R :
-as a result of hostile action and 144 of non- Army Spc. Christopher Taylor, 2 OThere is no doubt that more needs to be done. We have
ohostile causes, according to the military] Daphne, Ala.; killed Monday in Baghdad oto make sure that we can provide the services as quickly as
Since the start of military operationsyhen a roadside bomb hit his vehicle they are needed, Dov Zakheim, under secretaryofdefense
2,672 US service members have beer @ssigned to the 1st Armored Division, llGStﬂnd the Defence DepartmantOs comptroller N chief finan-
yjured as a result of hostile action, accordinjlitary Police Company, Fairhope, La. cial officer N told Reuters.

to the Defence DepartmentOs figures. Non- Internet Halliburton, r’r_]a_inly ’_[hrough its Kellogg, Brown and
Root (KBR) subsidiary, is the biggest contractor for the US

military in Iragq with more than $8 billion in deals covering
everything from doing laundry, building bases and provid-
ing meals to repairing oil infrastructure.

A US draft audit has found evidence KBR might have
overcharged by $61 million for bringing oil and gas products
into Iraq via the Kuwaiti subcontractor, Altanmia Commer-
cial Marketing Co KuwaitOs parliament formed a committee
on Monday with broad powers to probe the deal.

The Defence Department is looking into the fuel issue
and allegations that one or two KBR employees paid bribes
to the subcontractor. In addition, military auditors are exam-
ining KBROs pricing for meals it served to troops in Iraq and

IIirtonaIIing srt in
Irag, says Pentagon

=}
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experiments showed they dq |
so more readily to dark hajr
than light, suggesting the pig-
ment melanin, which gives
hair its colour, may play a
part.

However, she did not find
a chemical common to all
three explosives that co
cause the binding.

i

jd A Polish army patrol bl
MNA/Reuter:

Kuwait.
Last week, Halliburton
change Commission filing i

OWe are looking at ever
other contract in Iraq. KB
come up to $15 billion. It
of contracts. Naturally we

ocks the road between IraqOs city of Hilla and Baghdadit O he said.

said in a Securities and Ex-
t had agreed to delay billing for

$34.5 million until the auditors had completed their work.

y aspect of Halliburton and every
R has total contracts that can
is largest single combination

have to spend a lot of time on

on 19 February. NNTERNET Internet
New Zealand tourist | gq (i Arabia, Yemen to | _ Anclent
. . ] .
arrivals up in 2003 i Penglai Port
weuneron 20 Feoit The new zeatand wuism| S@tTEl@ border d Isagreement 1o be
industry weathered global commotions caused by .
disease, terrorists and the stronger NZ dollar, with more RivapH, 20 Feb N Saudi Arabia and Yemen issued a joint statement Wednesday d .
than 2.11 million foreign visitors arriving last year N a | stressing closer cooperation in curbing smuggling and infiltration along thei reStO reain
3-per-cent increase over 2002. common frontier. .
According to figures released by Statistics New Zealand The statement was issued after Yemesgcurity institutions, which must cooperate eaSt Ch ina

Thursday, one-third, or just over 702,000 visitors, cg
from Australia, 264,800 from Britain and 211,600 from
United States.

In a statement Thursday, Tourism Minister Mark Burt
said that the increase was Otruly remarkableO, espe
given the challenges the industry had faced.

Oln a year marked by terrorist events, internati
conflict, and the outbreak of the (severe acute respira
syndrome) SARS virus, finishing the year even with 2
would have been outstanding,O he said.

Burton described the industryOs success as Ong
dentO, saying that the government had worked closely,
Tourism New Zealand to leverage off high-profile eve|
such as the films OLord of the RingsO trilogy and OW
RiderO, and implemented a regional programme to bg
regional and cultural tourism.

Tourism supported one-in-11 jobs for the country, ¢
tributed 9 per cent of the GDP and was second only to
in export earnings, he said.

Meanwhile, 6 per cent more New Zealanders t
overseas trips in 2003 compared with 2002.

MNA/Xinhua

Australia may lift
Philippine banana ban

CanBerra, 20 FebN AustraliaOs quarantine agel
recommended the lifting of a two-year ban on ban
imports from the Philippines on Thursday but said st
conditions should be set to protect the 370 million Aust
ian dollars (291 million US dollars) local industry.

Biosecurity Australia issued a revised draft report ¢
lining the change but there was no immediate word on
a final decision would be taken. The import risk anal

report will be available for public comment until Apri

23.N MNA/Reuters

ot@lrun joint border patrols, put up security Yemeni news media recently criticize

D@Repherds and increase security arrangemdaihisy said the wall is being constructed i

mMdi Abdullah SalehOs two-day visit for offiand work together constantly to remove w
heial talks focusing on the Saudi constructjenight hinder that,O the statement added
of a barrier along the border. Yemen seegs it Last month, Saudi Arabia started can
s a violation of the 2000 border agreemestitucting a barrier along its border with Yem
daltiween the two countries.

The statement said the two sides agrestgmulant popular in Yemen.

toheckpoints, determine crossing points [f8audi Arabia for building the concrete wi

on sections where smuggling and infiltratioisarmed area, and tribes in the border 4
acemost likely to occur. have complained the barrier splits their far
with OSecurity of the two nations is a jginnd properties and makes transpp
ntesponsibility that must be borne by thidifficult. N MNA/Xinhua

to prevent smuggling of weapons and khat, 9

M3t 5an, 20 Feb N The city

of Penglai, in east ChinaOs
e[§handong Province, would
ipvest handsomely in the
renovation of its ancient port,
estoring it to its original
I ook, according to sources

ith its cultural heritage
é/greau

One of ChinaOs four
mf ading ancient ports, the port
of Penglai guaranteed the

I

Vhate

o

0

The ten day old giraffe calf 'Bangi' is seen at the Zoo in Basel, Switzerland

shipping between northeast
China0s Liaodong Peninsula
and east ChinaOs Jiaodong
Peninsula and it also served
as avital port for the travel to
Japan and Korean Peninsula
during Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644).

As the ancient port was
increasingly exposed totrash
pollution in recent years, the
local governmentinvited ex-
perts from ShanghaiOs pres-
tigious Fudan and Tongji uni-
versities to make a restora-
tion plan for the ancient na-
val port.

According to the plan,
Penglai City government had
decided to invest 450 mil-
lion yuan (about 55 million
US dollars) to preserve and
renovate the port facilities
within four years.

on 17 Feb, 2008l NTERNET

MNA/Xinhua
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NO LET-UP IN ANTI-OCCUPATION ATTACKS

i i . . Polish soldiers secure a military base in Hilla after two suicide bombers struck fat the
Heat and dust covers a US tank in the city of Khaldiyah. Two US soldiers and|onepjish military base in central Irag, killing at least seven Iragis and wounding ddzens,
Iragi were killed in a bomb blast near Khaldiyah, 80 kilometres (50 miles) wes{ o including at least 58 coalition troopsINrerNET
Baghdad, a military spokesperson saithRernET

US soldiers question Iragis as they patrol to search for the source of mortar bdrrage
launched against a US base at Abu Ghraib, on the western edge of Baghdad,
Thursday Feb, 19, 2004 and on the previous evening. The US command sgid
attackers fired 33 mortars and five rockets between 6:30 pm and 6:50 pm gn
Wednesday.NkTERNET

Two US soldiers stand guard on a highway after closing it following a warning|of\-
P————

a roadside bomb on the outskirts of Baghdad on 19 FebruhryRNET
A Polish soldier

walks through

the rubble, as

Iraqis survey
the damage to
their homes.
Feb 19, 2004
after two
explosives-
laden trucks
were detonated
outside a Polish
military camp in
Hillah, south of
Baghdad on
Feb, 18, 2004.

Iragi women grieve over the death of Iraqi Civil Defence Corps major Mohamrmafl INTERNET

Abdul Jalil, his wife Iman and his daughter during their funeral in the village
of al-Hasowa. N NTERNET
\
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UN against Iraq polls before
occupation ends

Unirep Nations, 20 FebN UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided tq

oppose quick elections in Iraq before the US occupation relinquishes power on Ju
30 and suggest an alternate timeframe for a poll, diplomats said on Thursday.
But Annan will not recom{ Shiite leaders want, was nothe June 30 handover
mend for at least a week howfeasible, UN officials said| power, importantto the Bus|
to choose a caretaker goyBut he and Annan have notAdministration before the
ernment that would assumeyet decided on the shape pNovember presidential ele
sovereignty until elections an Iraq interim governmerittion as it struggles to hol
could be held. The US planto take office on June 30Q,back violence by insurge
of caucuses in 18 provincediplomats said. groups.
has been virtually discred Annan will probably The United States ha
ited. give a OwindowO for elecproposed a caucus pla
OAs you know, itOs|dions for a permanent legis-all but abandoned by bot
complicated situation,Dlature and government to hdragi and US leaders. Tha
AnnanOs senior envoyheld earlier than the Uniteproposal, announced o
Lakhdar Brahimitold reportt States had envisioned, suciNovenber 15, called for
ers when he arrived at UNas between late this year apdomplicated caucus sys
Headquarters. OThe Iragigarly in 2005, the diplomatstem in IraqOs 18 provinc

Iragis demonstrate in

p

central Baghdad,

on 19 Feb, 2004,

=3

demanding that they

o

be allowed to stay in
former government

houses and military

MR ==

camps where they

have a lot of confidence insaid. to select members of arf ~ have been squatting

the United Nations and | am He is expected to suggesassembly, who would i . hesir h

sure that the United Natior|sthat the elections be held siturn form a provisiona since their homes were

will try tq hglp.o ) multaneously with a refgr government. Elections fof destroyed during the
Brahimi, who just re{ endum for a new Constitu-a permanent governmen

turned from lIrag, has con-tion. would then be held in late war.NI NTERNET

2005.

cluded that organizing fair  UN officials said ther:
elections by June 30, as Irquas no question of delayin

MNA/Reuters

Philippines, Thailand to
set up regional oil hub

ManiLa , 20 FebN The Philippines and Thailand have
agreed to push for the creation of a regional petroleu
hub that will serve as strategic location for stockpiling| on Wednesday.
and distribution points in Asia in a bid to counter The White House reportkerosene, diesel and g
continual increase in world oil prices. said IraqOs crude oil expoftsoline remains at prewa

In a joint statement, Philippine Energy Secretary Vinsdiould increase signifit levels because of the sab)|
Perez and Thai Energy Minister Prommin Lertsuridej said tbently once a pipeline fromtage of crude oil pipeline;
bilateral talks they held Wednesday was one of the congi€iekuk to TurkeyOs Ceyhanand electric power shor
steps being undertaken in maximizing the use of existiAgrt is sufficiently secured ages, it said.
infrastructures to bolster the energy security of the ASEAN|(thhem attacks to allow a reg- But the report saig
Association of South-East Asian Nations) along with Chjnaening. product imports have in
Japan and South Korea. The report on progressscreased to meet domest

OThe Philippines has offered the use of its premier petraléminebuilding Irag, which| needs with the US-led Cog
storage facility in Subic as a potential strategic and commer@aingress required in thelition Provisional Govern+
site for stockpiling in this regard, while Thailand has receptigsolution it passed author-ment spending seven mi
opened its first petroleum trading centre in Sriracha, Chon Blizidg the US-led invasion, lion US dollars to eigh
the statement said. Perez and Prommin also expressed canatsasaid Iraq is consumingmillion US dollars per da
about the continuing increase in oil prices in the world markeg0,000-600,000 barrels ofto import refined oil prod-
and urged oil producing countries to consider not implementid per day. ucts from Turkey, Kuwai
more cuts in their production. MNA/Xinhua Refinery production of and Jordan.

a-other areas, such as wa

White House says Iraq oil exports may
top $1b monthly

WasHinaTon, 20 Feb N IragOs oil export revenues could exceed one billion US dollars per month this year if prices
hold at current levels and export capabilities are not interrupted, the Bush Administration told Congress in a report

a As of early this month; US-led provisional govern-
rthe report said gasoline supment to lIraqgis, saying

oplies consistently exceedddIraqOs political transition
5 daily demand, and supplidsis proceeding.O

- of other products includ The report also was
ing diesel and kerosene alswague on the outlook for
have improved. keeping US troopsiin Iraq,
The 15-page report alspsaying it was Onot possi-
idouched on progress ipble to know at this time
ither the duration of mili-
and sanitation, electricgltary operations or the
-power, health care angdscope and duration of the
transportation. deployment of US Armed
It gave few details on Forces necessary for the
the sensitive subject of howfull accomplishment of
and when to transfer gov-our goals.O
erning authority from th MNA/Reuters

Slovenianinbid | A\straia battles locust swarms after drought

tO swim almOSt Svpeny, 20 FebN A massive outbreak here...youdd just be speculating (on e
three quarters of crop-gating locusts has been triggere‘ byumbers),0 Walter Spratt, operations m
heavy rains that broke the worst Australiarager for the Australian Plague Locust Co|
Of Yangtze drought in a century to generate recgranission, saiq on Thursday.
N .| crops and flood parts of the outback. AustraliaOs big wheat, barley and cal
BEewing, 20 Feb N Martin
Strel, a marathon swimme

from Slovenia, has announce
that he will try to become th
first personto swim4,600kilo
metres of Yangtze River, Chi
naOs longest river at a to
length of 6,300 kilometres.
From June 1, Strel wil
spend two months swimming
from the Batang stretch, in
southwest Sichuan Province,
to Shanghai, where the river
meets the sea, he said at the
Slovenian Embassy to China
in Beijing. Strel, who holdg
several records for the longest
swims in the worldOs biggesst
rivers, successfully swam the
whole lengths of the Danul
in Europe in 2000 and the Mig-
sissippi in the United States in
2002. He hoped his maratho
swimming would promot
friendship and cooperation be-

"billion of the pests were spawned in De-in silos around the country, but locusts
deember 2000.

P OweOre talking mega-numbers MNA/Reuters]

South Korean models pose with South Korean automaker Kia Motors Corp.sO

tween Sloveniaand China,and model Morning during the unveiling ceremony at Kia Motors hedquarters in Seq

contribute to clean river pror  South Korea Wednesday, on 18 Feb, 2004. The price of the Morning, a 1.0LX

breeding near sorghum and cotton crop|

Rich countries must share
>t for benefits on earth

an-
M- Kuaa LumpPuR, 20 Feb N Rich countries looking to

stemthe loss of plants and animals on Earth and to profit
Hdm their genes must stump up the money, Malaysian

It is the worst outbreak since up to 100crops have just been harvested and are ol

S @putyPrime Minister Najib Tun Razak said on Wednes-
May.
S OThey reap the harvastial,O he said in his opening
butare unwilling to share theaddress.
benefits with the countrie Malaysia, a tropical
that own the biological rer Southeast Asian nation, is
sources,O Najib said in|ane of around a dozen so-
speech to dozens of environealled mega-diverse coun-
ment ministers from aroundtries around the world that
the world. are home to exceptional num-
Najib, whose country i$ bers of species.
host to two weeks of talk Its forests harbour rare
under the United Nationstigers, orangutans and el-
Convention on Biological ephants among 286 identi-
Diversity (CBD), said indust fied species of mammals as
tries in developed nationswell as thousands of flower-
that are keen to exploit re-ing plants and tens of thou-
sources held by poorer counsands of invertebrates. Off
tries must be willing to pay. its coasts lie some of the
OThis attitude andworldOs richest coral reef
mindset of companies fromsystems.
developed countriestowards  But like nearly all such
the sharing of wealth mustnations it is also a develop-
nesme about if we aretomoveng country, albeit a rela-
ulorward on biodiversity cont tively rich one, meaning
tgmvation and on develop-conservation is not top pri-

tection.NMNA/Xinhua equipped with a 1,000 CC engine, is 6.7 million won(US$5,816)reNNET

ment of natureOs full potenerity.N MNA/Reuters
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Efficient use of electricity

Use daylight as the main source of light
Use the least possible amount of electricit)
only if there is not enough natural light
Use the least possible amount of electricit)
required in production and service enter-
prises

Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

There are about 500,000 households usi
electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-fool
fluorescent lamp everyday by each househol
amounts to saving power that is equal to th
capacity a 20-megawatt power station ca

supply.

d the Made in India Skiiews on page 1) Kvna

Rivers and streams winding down the snow-ca|
mountain ranges in the far north of Myanmar are
sources of the mighty Ayeyawady. Like the artery of
nation, the river continuously flows to the south with
mendous force till reaching the delta where it splits
many watercourses before draining into the sea.
Ayeyawady is 15 million years old one.

Kachin State where the Khakaborazi, the only y

round snow-capped mountain in Southeast Asia regitownships for many miles, while Malikha flows throug

and the Indawagyi, the largest inland lake, are located w|
the far east zone of Himalayas, the Assam-Myan
metamorphic zone and the temperate zone of Myan
Plans are under way to form the Khakabo
National Park, the Hukaung Valley Wildlife Sanctua
and the Phonkanrazi Wildlife Sanctuary in Kachin S
to become the Myanmar northern forest complex.
On the Malikha bank in the far north of Myanm
are Putao and Machanbaw, while Nagmon is on
Shankha bank, and Kawbude, Hsawlaw and MOJang

The taste of peace and stability of the Union

Moe Htet Myint (Delta Region

peetween the state and the regions in central Myan
tKénakaborazi, the highest peak in Myanmar, is 19,315
tldoove the sea level and is located in Kachin State w|
réhick forests can be found. In winter, the mountain ran
nitecluding the Khakaborazi are covered with snow,

Efficient use of fuel

Saving one gallon of fuel per car per montl
will save the nation one US dollar

Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanmar ca
save US$ 5.5 million in a year

The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
re major bridge across Ayeyawady River

ol
ned

f

j

it@vering magnificently high above the sky as the pride
Myanmar.
ar-  Maykha passes through Nagmon and Khawb

tRiotao, Machanbaw, and Sumprabum townships almos
e length before merging together at a place nor!
mMyitkyina thereby forming the Ayeyawady. The area
aKachin state is 34,379 square miles, comprising 18 tq

Y

f
. All this needs to be known

Do not be frightened whenever intimidated
8fDo not be bolstered whenever flattered

p’f Do not be softened whenever appeas¢

i

p=n

nships and 691 village-tracts. We left Myitkyina by ¢

aaed made a brief stopover on the Bala Min Htin Brid,
Under the bridge, we saw the Ayeyawady flowing i
goressively through the rock boulders.

the  Monsoon had retreated, and the winter was ¢
yaggThe weather was cool as the land was surrounde

O®lomeik-Mogok Road, Myitkyina-Sumprabum-Putao road
Mand Bhamo-Mansi-Namhkam Road are being upgraded.
Panwa in Chipwe Township has been developed into a
Dodern town.

d by A major bridge in the far north of Myanmar has

are on the bank of Malikha. The confluence is 28 mijlewests and mountain ranges. The freezing waterspeen named Bala Min Htin, a Myanmar hero. It is a 2,688-

far from Myitkyina.

The scenery along the two twin rivers N Mayk
and Malikha is breath taking.

A dinner marking the Kachin traditional Inlon Inn.
harvest festival was held on the lawns of Malikha Villg
Myitkyina on 29 December 2003 evening, attended
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

Nanmyinkha Creek was flowing wildly along the moy
ndain valleys. The current slowed down when it reached
place near Washaung village, for the Washaung Dam
arstopped the flow of the creek to store water in its re
woir. While looking at the dam, | remembered a po|
hich featured all the names of the dams in the wil
country. But now there are 294 dams and 265 river

Also present at the dinner were the responsildamping stations, 168 over 180-foot new bridges the le
personnel of Kachin State, national race leaders of Nemd breadth of the nation.

Mon State Party, Kayan Pyithit Party, Kayinni National
Democratic Party, and Kayah State National Races |LMyitkyina-Shwebo Road; Bhamo-Mansi-Momeik-Man

The Government has built roads includi

foot long bridge supporting a 28-foot wide motorway
fignked by two six-foot pedestrian lanes on both sides.
I@shstruction began on 7 August 1995 and the facility was
BBpened in 1998.
em Peace, stability and development of the Union of
Banmar can be felt through the progress of Kachin State.
alefact, national unity has enabled the national brethren to
neHjoy the taste of peace and stability of the Union.
(Translation: TMT)

ng (Keymon: 20-2-2004)

eration Front, and Kayin, Mon, Chin, Kayah and Wa pedeg Road; Myitkyina-Mogaung-Mandalay Road; Bham
negotiators, members of Kachin traditional cultural troupebmauk-Myitkyina road; and Bhamo-Katha-Tagau
and guests. The two MCs, who were ethnic Kachin Mandalay Road linking Kachin State with other regig

dies, announced the opening of the ceremony.

ES

_V

of the Union. It has also built large and small bridge

Kachin traditional cultural troupe members sargl necessary places of the roads. The bridges includ

the song OThe brethren of the UnionO.

Chairman of the Inlon Innan Festival Organizingn Bhamo-Myitkyina Road. The reinforced concrete bri
Committee Reverend Gregory Nawdin and Chairmanwés built at a cost of K 70.3 million and 0.15 milli
the Nyein Foundation Rev Dr Sabwe Jum made speecfi@®ign currency.

Kachin traditional cultural troupe members sang

the song OThe people who love MyanmarO.

Speaking at the dinner, Prime Minister Genertide 942-foot facility that is 12 feet wide and has a m

320-foot Maliyan in Waingmaw Township, Kachin Sta|

The Tanai Creek Bridge is on the road from T,
to Nanyun in the state. The Ministry of Construction b

S
at
the

Khin Nyunt said, OFirst, | would like to express pleasureim load-bearing capacity of 30 tons. The Tanai-Nan
to meet with the national brethren again at the ceremdyad is a section of Myitkyina-Tanai-Nanyun Union Hi
commemorating the honourable harvesting festival of thay. As the road is linked with the Ledo town in {
ethnic Kachin people in unity and oneness. | feel as|ih&ighbouring India, it is well-known as the Ledo R
is a reunion of the members of the same family. during the World War II. Myitkyina-Shwebo-Mandal

Olt is true that the brethren at the ceremony! ateategic road has been built, and Bhamo-CiU-Mab

also enjoying with happiness the peace and stability 2=
well as the taste of tranquillity of the Union family b r(f
of the national solidarity firmly flourishing in the Union

Like in all other states and divisions, the Gover
ment has built roads, bridges, institutions of higher le
ing, schools, hospitals and dams and canals for the d
opment of Kachin State. In addition to Bhamo Deg
College and Bhamo Airport in Bhamo region, it has b
strategic highways in the state.

Hopin Bridge in Mohnyin Township was open
in June 2003. The 200-foot bridge is located on Shwepo-

Myitkyina Road. It is the first major bridge on the road,
an important infrastructure helping facilitate the transpos

el-
be
It

I

AIDS
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives Mr Bhubneswar Kalita, Honourable Minister for Industries and Public Enterprises, Government of Assam and party.
(News on page 16)Nuna

Minister watches performance of Indian cultural troupe

Yancon, 20 Feb N Un- | dances from India at theMyanmar Mr Rajiv Kumar, minister and the ambassa-
der the programme of cul|-National Theatre this Bhatia, diplomats and offit dor formally opened the
tural exchange and cementevening. Among the audj-cials of foreign embassiesperformance. Next, the In-

sing friendship between theence were Minister for Cul-in Yangon, directors-gen-dian cultural troupe per-

etwo countries, a ten-menjture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung and eral of the Ministry of Cul-| formed the dances. Later,

nber Indian cultural troupewife, Deputy Minister Brig4{ ture and departmental offi-the minister and the ambas-

toperformed country musicGen Soe Win Maung, In- cials. sador presented a bouquet
and an evening of folkdian Ambassador t Before the dances, theto the troupe. NMNA

Commander attends coord
meetingE

(from page 16) ficers are to conduct fiel
upgrading and keepingtripsto respective township
Yangon City clean and pleas-and villages and efforts ar
ant. to be made earnestly. The|

Next, Director of Yangon) the commander attended
Division Development Af- their needs.NMNA
fairs Committee U Kyan
Taing Hsaung reported on
progress in carrying out de-
velopment tasks such as
roads, bridges, water supply
and rural roads of the outside
townships of the municipal
areain 2003-2004 fiscal year
and tasks to be carried out in
2004-2005.

Township executive of-
ficers of Thanlyin, Taikkyi,
Hmawby, Hlegu, Kyauktan,
Twantay, Kayan, Thongwa,
Kungyangon, Kawhmu,
Htantabin and Cocokyun
townships reported their re-
spective sectors.

Next, the commander
gave instructions that local
authorities and executive of-

Seminar on ICT Linkages Connecting

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe speaking at coordination meeting of Yangon Division Development Affairs CliBmittee.

Import-substitute domestic industrial products exhibition opened
Yancon, 20 Feb N The Present on the occasiorof the Industrial Coopera-

India & Myanmar held

Yancon, 20 FebN The, e-National Task Force Min- Myanmar Computer Scie
Seminar on ICT Linkagesister for Communications, tists Association, Myanma
Connecting India Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Computer Industry Associg
Myanmar, co-organized by Gen Thein Zaw. tion, officials of Confedera
Myanmar Computer Fed-  Also present were mem-tion of India Industry (CII
eration and Confederationbers of the e-National Taskand enthusiasts. The Indi
of India Industry (Cll), was Force, the Indian Ambassa-Ambassador and the mini
held at MICT Park in Hline dor and officials, chairmenter gave speeches. T
Township this afternoon, and officials of Myanmar seminar concluded in th
attended by Chairman ofComputer Federation, evening.NIINA

_domestic industrial produc
rexhibition organized by th
_Cottage Industries Depa

Cooperatives took place
hgonjunction with the mee

hen Thudhamma Street
North Okkalapa Townshi
this morning.

opening of import-substituty

| ment under the Ministry g

5ing 2004 at the departme)

e were ministers, deputy min
sisters, departmental head
e officials, chairmen of coop
t-erative syndicates and i
f dustrialists.

n  The master of ceremq
- nies explained the purpos
ntof the exhibition and meet
ning. The director-general g
p the Cottage Industries Dg

-tive Syndicate U Tun Yi
sformally opened the exhi-
bition and meeting 2004.
-The minister unveiled the
signboard of the exhibition.
-The minister and guests
eviewed 54 booths of the
-exhibition. The free exhibi-
ftion opens daily until 22
-February from 9 am to 6

partment and the chairmgrpm. N MNA

Minister for Communications, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen Thein Zaw addresses Seminar on ICT Linkages Connecting India anll Myanmar.
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Commander meets officers and other ranks who will take part in 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day parade

Yancon, 20 FebN
Chairman of the 59th Anni-
versary Armed Forces Day
Supervisory Committee
Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe met with
officers and other ranks who
will participate in the 59th
Anniversary Armed Forces
Day parade at the hall of
Yangon Command this
morning.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Chairman of
Parade working group for
Observance of the 59th An-
niversary Armed Forces
Day Vice-Chief of Armed
Forces Training Maj-Ge
Win Myint, Vice-Chairman

Brig-Gen Nyan Win and Forces Day Supervisor
senior military officers, Pa; Committee Commander g
rade Commander for theYangon Command Maj
59th Anniversary Armed Gen Myint Swe made
Forces Day parade Brig-Gerspeech. He stressed the ne
Min Thein, the reserve pa-for officers and other rank
rade commander and col-of Tatmadaw (Army, Nav
umn commanders, battalionand Air), members o
commanders, companyMyanmar Police Force, Fir
commanders, officers andBrigade and Red Cross, wi
other ranks. will take part in the 59th
First, Chairman of the Anniversary Armed Force
59th Anniversary Armed Day parade, to successful

a in hand with the people fg

s StateOs seven-point pol

e elements hindering stab

5 strategy, to implement bo

f versary Armed Forces Da
objectivesNto strive han

esliccessful realization of tl

programme, to crush inte
nal and external destructi

oity and progress of the Stg
through people®s milit

yder area development tas

y implement the 59th Anni- gnd the five rural develop- Strictly.

Yment tasks hand in harid Next, Chairman of Pa
with the entire people andrade working group for Ob
lto build up a strong andservance of the 59th Ann
eefficient Tatmadaw to upy versary Armed Forces Da
Clold OOur Three Main Na-Vice-Chief of Armed Forces
Itional CausesO. He addedraining Maj-Gen Win
&hat those who will take Myint reported on matter
|‘part in the parade are orelated tothe parade Vice-
t&trive in unity for enhancy Chairman of Parade work
laing the standard of the pa-ing group for Observance g
I-rade ceremony, observingthe 59th Anniversary Arme
keules and regulation Forces Day Vice-Chief o

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe meets officers and Tatmadawmen of parade coleomrs.N

Armed Forces Training
Brig-Gen Nyan Winonrules
and regulations.
After that, Parade Com-
ymander for the 59th Anni-
versary Armed Forces Day
parade Brig-Gen Min Thein
5 explained paraderocedures
to be followed for success-
-ful observance of the 59th
fAnniversary Armed Forces
Day parade.

MNA

Minister for Labour U Tin Winn addresses second meeting of Organizing Committl

Nation-building Endeavours Exhibiti

on. Niza

Ancient Hsaddan Cave All-round Renovation
Leading Committee meets

Yancon, 20 Feb NEThe Fisheries Brig-Gen Maungman gave instructions ol

Leading Committee for All{ Maung Thein, Secretar
round Renovation of AnciertDeputy Minister for Culture|
Hsaddan Cave in Hpa-anBrig-Gen Soe Win Maung
Kayin State, held a meetingMembers Deputy Ministel
at the office of the Ministry for Forestry Brig-Gen Tin
of Culture on Kaba Aye Pg-Naing Thein, Deputy Minis-|
goda Road here this afterter for Religious Affairs
noon. Brig-Gen Thura Aung Kol
It was attended by Chair-and members.
man of the Leading Commit- The chairman of the
tee Minister for Culture Maj; Leading Committee deliv:
Gen Kyi Aung, Member ered a speech on the ocg
Minister for Livestock and sion. In his speech, the chai

forming of a work commit-

tee for launching all-roung
renovation tasks in June an

preservation of the edific

without damaging its origi4

nal style.

The secretary of thg

Leading Committee reporte|

on all-round renovation

tasks, followed by a gener.
round of discussions.

a-
ring remarks. NMNA

The chairman gave clog

tion-building Endeavours here this afternoon.
Exhibition of 59th Anniver. The minister gave

**'Organizing Committee for Nation-building
Endeavours Exhibition meets

Yancon, 20 Feb N, meeting of the committee atand timely completion of
Chairman of the OrganizingDefence Services Museum ortasks for displaying the ex-
hCommittee for Staging Ng-Shwedagon Pagoda Roadhibits.

Those present partici-
pated in the discussions. The

$ary Armed Forces Dalyspeech on display of latesminister inspectedthe booth
s Minister for Labour U Tin| photos, data, maps and graphsf the Ministry of Labour
Winn delivered an addressgselated to project implemen-after the meeting.
at the second coordinatiortation of ministries concerned

MINA

y

d

al

Development works inspected

Yancon, 20 Feb N Col
Myo Myint, Director-Gen-
eral of the Development Af
fairs Department under th
Ministry for Progress of Bor
der Areas and National Ract
and Development Affairs|
together with officials, in-
spected development worl
in various townships in
northern Chin State on 1|
and 18 February.

On 17 February, the d

rector-general and party ar-building the Township De
rived at Haka and inspectgdvelopment Affairs Depart
+ the Chin State Developmentment office. They proceede
eAffairs Department. He left to Thantlang and inspecte
necessary instructions. Nextthe development works, pa
edie inspected the construcing of Htaunglein road.
. tion of Ha Ohsan bridg On 18 February, the direg

syinmabin road. He also gavethe Faém Township Devel
necessary instructions to of-opment Affairs Departmen
7ficials concerned to keep theOffice. He alsowentto Tiddim
town green and pleasant. Hand Tonzarg and inspected
-also inspected the site fardevelopmentworks. \MINA

across a creek and tarring pfor-general met with staff at

[oen

t

Drug liaison officers, Thai drug control committee officers and UNODC officers seen
at opium-substitute plantations in Shan Stéli#ews on page 18) ccpac
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe and party ¢

004

Seinbudaw (Diamond Orb), Hngetmyatnadaw (Vane) and tiers of Htidaw to be hpistedSeinbudaw to Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika Shweyinaye Sayadaw

atop the Theindawgyi Pagoda built by Rahanta Shin Araham on Wipula Hill i
Hsataung Village, Pyawbwe Township, on 18-2-2Q8éws reported). Kvna

China publicizes list of
656 spam servers

BeuinG, 20 FebN The Internet Society of China (ISA) Wednesday publicized a
blacklist of 656 spam servers across the world, and set a deadline for them to st
sending junk mail.

Of these spam serversto stop their activities. Emajl States, the China Intern
62 are on the Chinese Mainmessages from the sar|cNetwork Information Cen
land, 65 in Taiwan Province, tioned servers were automatitre said on its web site.
six in Hong Kong and 523 cally refused by recipient Many Chinese Interne
from outside China. servers. users have been complai

The ISA will closely The new blacklist wasing that their email in-boxe
monitor the operation of thethe result of several months@re being choked with jun
servers on the list. Sanctiopsnonitoring work by the state-mail daily, and some hav
will be imposed on thoserun Internet Society of Ching,had to give up emai
which continue sending junkwhich is made up of 14Daddresses used for years.
mail after March 20. Once members drawn from private  An estimated 50 per cel

}nvey Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe present

Bhaddanta Vijjabala on 18-2-200fNews reported). Kvna

pp

e

-

t
n

5
k
e
|

members of the Sangha on 18-2-2Q0¢ews reported). Nvna

"

these servers stop sendingompanies, schools and feeof all email messages in ci
junkmail, the ISAwillelimi-| search institutes. Theculation by the end of 200;
nate them from the blacklist, Beijing-based group aims focould have been unsolicite
said Li Yuxiao, an ISA offi{ promote the development pspam®, which may have ¢
cial. the Internet throughout theas much as 20.5 billion dol
In order to fight against country. lars in wasted technical re
theincreasingamountofjunk  The number of Internetsources, a report from th
mail on the Internet, the ISA surfers in China grew to 79/5United Nations Conferend|
publicized two separate listsmillion at the end of 2003, upon Trade and Developme
of atotal of 397 spam servers4.5 per cent over the pre i{UNCTAD) has warned.
in2003, andimposed alargeous year, making it th MNA/Xinnua
scale spammer blockadewnorldOs second-largest Web
againstservers which refuseghopulation after the United Indian Minister

says BuddhaOs
teachings more

relevant today
BooH Gava, 20 Feb N
IndiaOs Tourism Ministe

- Road accident kills 11 in Egypt

d  Caro, 20 Feb N Eleven othersinjured in aroad acgi-uentin Egypt.
ogeople were killed and threedent on a highway about 190 ~ Accordingto official fig-
_others wounded in a roddkilometres south of Cairo.| ures, traffic accidents kill
,.accident in northwestefn  Road accidents, caused@bout 5,000 people and
<Egypt at dawn on Wednesby hazardous roads, carelesyound 24,000 others annu-
day, the officiaMENAnews| driving, speeding and bad|yally.
ntgency reported. maintained vehicles, are fre-
The tragedy occurrd
when a vehicle that carried
the victims collided with a
truck on the Matrouh-Siwa
Road,MENAsaid.

The injured were take
to Matrouh Hospital for treal
ment, the report said.

Earlier this month, 19

rpeople were killed and four]

W T

MNA/Xinhua

-

Jagmohan on Thursday s4
BuddhaOs message
OahmisaO (non-violence)
peace had far greater re
evance in todayOs world riv,
by sectarian violence an
hatred. Speaking after th
dedication ceremony of th
Mahabodhi Temple here i
eastern part of the countr]
where Buddha is believed
have attained Enlightenme|
which was attended by Bu
dhist scholars and monk
from 25 countries, Jagmoha
thanked UNESCO for ag
cepting his ministryOs pr
posal to declare the temp|
as a world heritage site.
Jagmohan also urged tl
government of Bihar Statg
where Bodh Gaya is situ
ated, to improve infrastrug
ture facilities at importan
Buddhist sites to attract pi
grims and promised all he
to the state government
overcoming any fund shor
age coming in way.
MNA/PTI

iAnnan welcomes
2; Indo Pakistani

I- dialogue
BN Unitep NATIONS, 20 Feb)
dN Welcoming the continu-
€ing dialogue between Indig
€and Pakistan, Secretar]
NGeneral Kofi Annan Thurg
Yday urged the leaders of tl
otwo countries to Oapproa
tthe more difficult stages @
I-talks in a spirit of compro
Smise and visionary state|
MmanshipO.
In a statement issue
Dhere, Annan appreciated t
ledsteady progressO bej
made in the bilateral dialogu
heind said he is Oheartened
2,the agreement reached at
-latest round of talks at th
-level of foreign secretarie
t and the commitment Oreite
-atedO to discuss and arriv
Ppeaceful settlement of al
Nbilateral issues, to the sati
-faction of both sides and tl
people concerned.
MNA/PTI
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe offer OsoonO to
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and wife Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe and party hoisting Seinbudaw (Diamond Orb), Hngetmyatnadaw (Vane) and Htidaw atop the Theindawgyi
Pagoda built by Rahanta Shin Araham on Wipula Hillock in Hsataung Village, Pyawbwe Township, on 18{R&@64eported). Nvna

Africa, EU seek to rescue Chinese doctors say separated
global trade talks Siamese twins OstableO

SHiazHuanG , 20 FebN Conjoined twin girls, who were separated by Chinese
Mowmeasa (Kenya), 20 Feb N Africa and the European Union sought a compro{ doctors on Saturday, are both in a stable condition, doctors said on Wednesday.
mise to help rescue global trade talks on Wednesday, but there were few new proposals  The girls, Bao Bao anttlivers, ribs and midriffs of planned as soon as she re-
to break the deadlock between rich and poor. Bei Bei, were born joined at the two infants were almostcovered from the initial sur-

The meeting at a luxurybillions of dollars they pay, The WTO negotiations the chest and abdomen on| Zompletely linked, doctor Fyi gery, Fu said.
resort on KenyaOs Indiaio subsidize farmers, sayingoroke down at a meeting inJanuary. said. The hospital per-
Ocean coast aimed to bridgeéhe handouts prevent mil-Cancun, Mexico last Sep- Their parents are 3 The well-being of Bej formed the operation free of
gaps between Europe, théions of impoverished Afri-| tember because of disputegarmer couple in Handan Bei, the younger of the twg, charge and will continue to
United States and Africacans from winning ashare gfover rich countries® farmCity, in southern Hebei Provi who was diagnosed with acare for the infants without

which contributed to lastworld markets. subsidies and whether to exince of north China. genetic heart condition, re-charge, it said.
yearOs collapse of negotia-  The European Unior tend trade rules into new af-  The infants could now mained a concern, with the It was the third such op-
tions to promote free tradehas said it was willing ta eas. drink milk without the help| doctors saying her life would eration on Siamese twins
seen as vital to the worldeliminate subsidies on ex- At stake is a deal tg of stomach tube, said Furemain in danger for up towho were born joined at the
economy. ports of particular interest toremove trade barriers that theSong, a surgeon with the Np12 months if another opera-chestand abdomenin China.
European Union Tradedeveloping countries, butWorld Bank says could add1 Hospital attached to Hebgition was not performed t Twenty-seven sets of
Commissioner Pascal Lamymany African states say themore than 500 billion US Medical University in the| correct the disease. Siamese twins have been re-
encouraged African minis-proposals do not go fardollars a year to global int provincial capital of But it was not right tg ported in China since 1949,
ters to take a fresh look aenough. comes by 2015, lifting 144 Shijiazhuang, where theoperate on Bei Bei as shel5 pairs of whom have un-
existing EU proposalsto help OThe fundamentalsmillion people out of pov- three-hour operation waswas still too weak after thedergone separation opera-
exporters in poor countrieshave not changed,O saFIrty. carried out. separation, said Fu. tions.
who say trade rules are hiMauritian Trade Minister MNA/Reuters| Beforethe operation,the A heart operation wa MNA/Xinhua
ased against them. Jaya Krishna Cuttaree: . . "
OBasically, we are stjllOWeOre still holding our po-  \/jetnam reports more h|gh China launches nationwide
stuck,0 Tanzanian Tradsitions on agriculture, whic ) . . .
Minister Juma Ngasongwais the important one.O blood pressure patlents pUbllC Safety |nSpeCt|0n

told reporters. Ol donOt think  The Kenya meeting is Hanol, 20 Feb Rl Up to 14.9 per cent of Vietnamese Beun, 20 FebN The government has launched a
weOre making muchpart of wider efforts to re

; population suffered high blood pressure in 2003, five foleationwide campaign to check on hidden hazards in public
progress, but at least weQrave the stalled round of ne'compared to the rate in 1960. places, following a series of major accidents at industrial
getting to know each othergotiations held under the Specifically, 3.5-4 per cent of local people aged undgites or public facilities in the past few weeks, which
where we stand,O he said| auspices of the World Trade40’ 9.1-10.2 per cent aged 40-60, and 15.4-19.8 per|cekimed hundreds of lives across the country.

Africa wants the EY Organization (WTO), which aged 60-75 suffer the disease, local newspépang Peo- In an emergency notice dated February 17, the General
and the United States to clisets the rules of global trad 3ple reported on Thursday. Office of the State Council ordered local governments to be

But, only two-thirds of the sufferers realized that thegompletely aware of the seriousness of the issue, and take
are victims of high blood pressure. Of them, one-thifd€asures to eliminate hidden hazards and curb the occur-
undergo frequent treatment. rence of accidents of all kinds in public places.

In an effort to reduce the number of patients, Vietnam®s The State Council will send teams to study the causes
Health Ministry is strengthening propaganda about mafti Some especially serious accidents that occurred recently,
causes of the disease: little exercise, obesity, smoking, @¢gording to the circular.
drinking. Governments at all levels should set up their own

MNA/Xinhua| responsibility systems to ensure public safety and prevent
such accidents, the notice says.

MNA/Xinhua
Netherlands appoints first
HIV/AIDS Ambassador

BrusseLs 20 FebN Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard
Bot and Minister for Development Cooperation Agnes van
Ardenne have appointed Laetitia van den Assum to the post
of HIV/AIDS Ambassador, the first-ever Dutch ambassa-
dor on HIV/AIDS affairs, the Dutch Foreign Ministry
announced Thursday.

The new ambassador is expected to deal with the
broader dimension of the AIDS problem and the key focus
areas are health, education, security and stability, and the
impact of HIV/AIDS on economic development, according
to the ministry.

Laetitia van den Assum, currently Dutch Ambassador
to South Africa, has acquired extensive experience in the
field of HIV/AIDS when she worked at the Dutch Foreign
Ministry as well as served as representative of the United
Nations ChildrenOs Fund in Tanzania.

With this appointment, the two ministers wish to show
that the war on HIV/AIDS has a high priority, said the

. website of the ministry.
Aerial view of Salingyi Textile Factory Proje¢News reported) Nvna MNA/Xinhua
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China to enhance relations with Romania
and its Parliament

Beuing, 20 Feb N Two year, which laid the political nese new collective leader-
Chinese leaders vowed tdoundations for the devel-ship valued Sino-Romanian
promote friendly relations opment of ties, he said, adgd{riendship, and held Roma-
with Romaniaand its Parlig-ing that China would prof nia as a reliable friend in
ment here when they metmote cooperation with Ro-southeast Europe, and was
with Valer Dorneanu, chair- mania on economy, trade andeady to work with Romania
man of the Chamber afculture.Wu hoped the high: to push forward ties.
Deputies of the Romanianlevel exchanges of visitsand  Jia said the CPPCC and
Parliament. the contacts between thghe Romanian Parliament

Wu Bangguo, chairmanhyoung Parliament membetshad maintained smooth con-
of the Standing Committeewould continue. tact, which enhanced rela-
ofthe National People®s Con-  Jia Qinglin, chairman of tions.
gress, said that China andhe National Committee of Dorneanu said Romania
Romania had enjoyed tradi-the Chinese PeopleOs Politand China had enjoyed long-
tional friendship, and the co-cal Consultative Conferenceterm friendship, and the de-
operation between the twotold Valer Dorneanu that re-velopment of friendly rela-
countries have maintaingdlations had developed despit¢ions had long been Roma-
good momentum. ups and downs of the inter-niaOs top priority. He hoped

Chinese President Hunational and domestic situathe Romanian Parliament
MJintao and his Romaniantions since the two countrieswould further relations with
counterpart lon lliescy forged diplomatic ties 5% the NPC and the CPPCC.

ADVERTISEMENTS

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SEA MERCHANT VOY NO (495)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA MERCHA
Voy No (495) are here by notified that the vessel will
arriving on 21-2-04 and cargo will be discharged into

TRADE MARK CAUTION
British Cod Liver Oils
Limited, of Hedon Road
\Hull, East Yorkshire, HUY
J, England, is the Owng

to the following Trade

ark:- : . - } )
premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consigneeOs risk signed a joint statement lasyears ago. He said the Chi- MNA/Xinhua
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditigns of .
the Port of Yangon. Wallstrom says EU, US likely at odds on
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 an to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now GM fOOdS for yearS

declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
the vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

British car park named one

of worldOs safest places

Lonbon, 20 Feb N A | hicles in the parking bay:
humble car park in Derby, and if there is any distu

rom Reg. No. 1071/1966

in respect of OFish oils a
thg-products for pharmace
tical and veterinary purpose
and for use as food or 2
ingredients in foodO
Fraudulent imitation o

Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin ,
M.A,H.G.P.,,D.B.L

for British Cod Liver

Oils Limited
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 21 February 200y

]

unauthorised use of the saidioner Margot Wallstron

KuaLa Lumpur, 20 FebN
dl’ransatlamic difference
_overthe safety of genetical
s’modified foods will drag on
dJor years more and mal
widen and get worse, Eur
pean Environment Commis

is unlikely any time soon.
5

yWallstrom toldReuters in
-an interview, referring tg
-Europe and America.

said on Thursday.
Disagreements over po-tries, she added.

tential risks to human health ~ OWe will see it in China

and the environment fromwe will see itin Brazil, it will

genetically modified crops notbecome any easier. ltw|

such as maize and soy, verbe a more heated debatg

'45us the benefits and ecpshe said, speaking on t

central England, has beerbance, the cameras are a
named alongside the bank/ated and the incident ti
vault at Fort Knox and the ansmitted to the car park
US PresidentOs plamdr | control room.
Force Onaasoneofthemost  Bold Lane was include
secure places in the world| in the magazineOs top ten
A study by British science secure places in the worl
magazineFocus said the| amongmore established sit
Bold Lane multi-storey caf such as the Fort Knox ban
park had not had one breakvault N which boasts a 25
in or act of vandalism in the tonne door and granite wal
six years it had been in op-N and the Baghdad bunke
eration. used by former Iraqi leade
OBold Lane uses a spSaddam Hussein.
phisticated web includin OWe didnOt want to f
CCTV cameras, panic but-the list with banks and base
tons, entry doors and barwe wanted something do
coded tickets,O said thdo earth,0 said a magazi

;i'Britain, Ireland
s seek quick
1 Norway Salmon

, decision

es BrusseLs 20 Feb N Brit-

kain and Ireland hope the E
ropean Commission wil

Q
=

sback their proposal to raig
rbarriers to salmon imports

nomic potential promised by margins of a United Natio

sparked a US suit against thef global species loss.
European Union atthe Worl Negotiators will meet o
Trade Organization (WTQO). Monday for their third week
While EU countries are of talks under the Conve
inching towards lifting afiveq tion on Biological Diversity,
year unofficial ban on au- focusing fromthen ononth
thorizing genetically modi; UN Cartagena Protocol an
fied organisms (GMOs) for its implications for trans
' use, the acid test of approyvboundary trade in GMOs.
€als for commercial planting| Protocol signatory coun

tries now number more than

Ol think we will have a 80, but exclude all the major
ybasic difference in views onGMO growers, including the
GMOs for a very long time,OUnited States.

The law, whose specif-
ics remain to be negotiated
in detail, will oblige export-

The debate would alspers to give more information
spill over into other count

about genetically modified
products like maize and
,soybeans before any ship-
ment to recipient countries,
lito help them decide whether

> 0 accept it.

e Questions of liability for
any problem shipments, re-

n
their creators, has alreadymeeting on slowing the ratEdress and labelling still need

to be sorted out.
Wallstrom said biotech

companies must shoulder
-blame for the way things had
turned outin the international
edebate on GMOs and called
don the industry to be more
transparent about its activi-
ties.

MNA/Reuters

rfrom non-EU states, includ
ing Norway, although an
lidecision will take months
SEU diplomats said o
nWednesday.

ne EU states have until Fri

magazine. spokesman.
Sensors monitor all ve-

Ireland bans smoking
in pubs

Lonpon, 20 Feb N The posed to this toxic sub
Irish Government has arn-stance,O he said.
nounced that smoking i Some bars have alrea
pubs, restaurants and othebegun setting up wall
enclosed workplaces in Ire-mounted ash-trays outsid
land will be banned startingtheir premises as well g
from March 29, according to heated outdoor areas f
reports reaching here gnsmokers. The governme
Wednesday. has rejected proposals byare being overwhelmed by

Irish Health Minister| some pub owners for allow-supplies of farmed Atlanti
Michael Martin said he ingspecial smoking sectionssalmon, from Norway in par-
hoped the ban would con- The ban will not apply ta ticular. But their demand for
tribute to protecting the hotel rooms, prisons, nurs-import restrictions also cov- A baby Pudu deer named Jon scratches his ear as he feeds from his mother Amber at
health of the nation. OQuiténg homes and psychiatricers shipments from Chileand Edinburgh Zoo in Scotland, on 18 Feb, 2004. Jon was born as part of a conservation
frankly, people should nothospitals, reports said. the Faroe Islands breeding programme involving the Pudu, the worldOs second smallest deer, which is a
have to be unwillingly ex MNA/Xinhua MNA/Reuter native of South America and currently in danger of extindibRTernET

day to react formally to Brit
ish and lIrish requests gn
salmon imports and to thejr
demand for import restric-
tions, which are worrying
Norwegian producers.

The Commission is set
to decide on Friday or Mon-
\day to start an investigatian
+ which could take from three
g0 nine months, the dipla-
smats said.
or The British and Irish are
ntafraid their salmon farmers

MNA/Reuters
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Smog engulfs the Great Wall of China on the outskirts of Beijing, on 18 Feb, 20
ChinaOs capital is trying to improve its air quality by shutting down factories that
comply with new pollution regulations before the 2008 Olympic G&theserNeT

'Flb‘(éver, nearly doubled their risk of théts prevention,O they added.
cal

Study says Aspirin may help
prevent HodgkinOs disease

WasHINGTON, 20 FebN Regular Aspirin users may be protecting themselves against a
form of cancer called HodgkinOs lymphoma as well as against colon cancer and heart
disease, US researchers reported on Wednesday.

Inthe latest report to suggest that Aspiripatients started taking the drug to control
has effects that could prevent cancer, a teéimeir as-yet undiagnosed cancer symptoms.
atthe Harvard School of Public Healthfound ChangOs team said the findings must be
that patients who took two or more Aspirinsonfirmed in bigger studies but said it could
a week over five years reduced their risk b Aspirin actively prevents the immune
HodgkinOs lymphoma, a type of immurdisruption involved in HodgkinOs disease.
system cancer. OGiven the extensive inflammation and

Ellen Chang and colleagues questiong@mune dysregulation accompanying Hodg-
565 patients with HodgkinOs lymphoma akihOs lymphoma, an attractive hypothesis is
679 healthy people about their use of Aspihat anti-inflammatory drugs guard against
rin and related drugs called non-steroigtie onset of disease,O they wrote in their
anti-inflammatory agents, or NSAIDS. | report, published in thdournal of the Na-

They found the regular Aspirin usersional Cancer Institute.
were only 60 per cent as likely as non ugers OIf Aspirin use is indeed found to protect
to be in the cancer group. against HodgkinOs lymphoma, this relation-

To their surprise, they found that regulahip could afford insightinto the pathogenesis

%ers of acetaminophen, a non-aspirin pafithe disease and offer possible clues toward

ncer N but said it may have been becalise MNA/Reuters

Chinese scientists say Plants help
clean poisonous soll

BeuinG, 20 FebN Chinese scientists are developing a technology to create special plants that OsuckO poisg

elements, mostly heavy metals, from soil.

Chen Tongbin, a senigr depends on poison-accum
researcher with the Geg-Ilating plants, widely regarde
graphic Science and Rg-as a Ohyperaccumulatorsg

sources Institute of the Chj- academic circles. The hea

nese Academy of Sciencesmetals accumulated by tho

(CAS), isleading the resear¢hplants are to be recycled. T!

on soil recovery technology, primary targets of the tech

which is funded by the statenology are arsenic, copp
high technology advance-and zinc.

ment plan, initiated in Marcl|

A global leader in tech

1986 and known as the 863nology for collecting arseni

Programme.

from soil, ChenOs tea|
Soil recovery technology proved that a brake fer|

uwidely found in souther

dChina, with the scientifig
D mame of Pteris vittata L., hg
yya strong ability to draw ar

sesenic from the soil.

ne Arsenic density in the
-mature plantOs leaves av
erages 0.8 per cent, a far ¢

from organic nutrients of ni

t trogen and phosphorous
¢ said Chen, who started h

Birds and bees inspire British
micro spy-plane science

Lonpon, 20 FebNBritish scientists are studying the
mechanics of insect flight in their development of a tiny spy
br@vraft no bigger than a bee.
OWe are looking for the most efficient way of flying,
and the rapid flapping of a flexible wing is one of these, O said
Since the 1980s, global py|smet Gursul, head of the aerospace research group at the
sscientists have blazed a ng WUniversity of Bath.
+ way in cleaning polluted so|l  &|n this respect we are imitating nature and the flight of
with hyperaccumulators. | jnsects and birds,® he added in a statement.
Decontamination b OThe micro-planes could send back detailed video foot-
eplants and recycling technold-age of battlegrounds and avoid the need for human scouts to
yies would make heavy in-yisk their lives.O
dustrieslessenvironmentally  They could also land on the roof of enemy vehicles and
@amaging. mark them for future attack or as carriers of chemical or
S biological weapons, the university addedWA/Reuters

research in 1998.

MNA/Xinhua

» Henry VIIIOs

China to develop

English test
for college

data bank
students

BewinG, 20 FebN China will develop a national data

bank on English tests for college students, so as to mal
their English learning better serve economic and soci

progress.

of Education Wu Qidi an
nounced this here Wedne
day, adding that Englis
teaching in Chinese unive
sities and colleges, thoud
seeing rapid developme
since the reform and ope
ing-up policies were intro
duced some 20 years ag
still cannot meet the needs
society. Currently, Chinahg
19 million college student
but only 50,000 Englis
teachers.

Chinese universitie
shoud further improve their
English teaching, seizing th
opportunity brought by th
development of the informg
tion industry, especially th
construction ofthe Internetary
campus networks, Wu said

She also pointed out th
Chinese college Englis
teachers, when evaluating
student®s language skil

sStudents should be more
htive in learning English b

hand teaching software. B
Ntsides, the language skills
neach student should

olessons accordingly.
of  An investigation of 34
sChinese universities by tl

showed that the number

-classes with more than
e students each. Most teach

required to teach 16 to
alclass hours on average ev!

a0 improve their teachin
Isnethods. RKMNA/Xinhua

women may have been footballerOs wives

Lonpon, 20 FebNHe was famous for drinking, hunting, jousting and having six wives. But historians now think King
Henry VIl may have had a secret passion N football.

Researchers have foundlohnson, and cost Kingwould have ordered th
the much-married king ort Henry the royal sum of four boots.
dered a pair of football bootsshillings. Dr Maria Hayward] times was a very viciou
from the Great Wardrobe,a clothes historian who dis-game with no teams and 1
the office responsible fof covered the order amongules...It was not a game f
supplying his attire, in 1526 records of HenryOs wardrobegentlemen,O Hayward, wi
The boots were made ofsays she finds it difficult to works at the textile conse

e

’

Chinese Vice-Minister should focus on listening and
speaking instead of reading.

-using computer networkini

sMinistry of Education

schools giving one Englis|
5 lesson with fewer than 4
students attending only a¢c-
ecounts for 37 per cent, whil
2 20 schools still have Englis|

hweek, leaving them no tim

| leather, hand-stitched by thebelieve he played football, vation centre atthe Winche
royal cordwainer, Corneliug but cannot see why else héer School of Artin souther

gEngland, toldReuters. In
rthe KingOs younger, slimmer
s days Hayward said he was a
d&een jouster, tennis player
rand occasionally went in for
anan-to-manwrestling, sothe
-rough and tumble of a foot-
s-ball match probably appealed
nto him.N MNA/Reuters

OFootball in Tud

C-

f

graded so that they can have

e

0
rs

dwho give English lessons ate

0
ry

Singapore
seizes 9,600
illegal DVDs

SNGAPORE 20 FebNOf-
fices from SingaporeOs Immi-
gration and Checkpoints Au-
thority recovered 9,600 illegal
DVDs ataland checkpointbor-
dering Malaysia on Wednes-
day, the largest haul so far this
year, said local Pres&ccord-
ing to Channelnewsasia, a lo-
cal English language TV sta-
tion, cartons of obscene and
uncensored DVDsworth about
34,000 US dollars were found
in a truck driven by two
Malaysians, who claimed they
did notknow whatthe contents
were.The transshipment per-
mits listed the contents as
books, clothing and other

A man tries out the new wireless internet services at a cafe along Orchard Roddgntomotive parts, said the
Singapore. Indians will soon be able to use their laptop computers in coffee ho
thanks to US wireless connectivity giant Compex SystdniERleT

UgS$annelnewsasia report.
MNA/Xinhua
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Stam targets Milan move

Rowme, 20 FebrN Dutch international Jaap Stam has said

would only consider a move to one of the Milan clubs if he
Lazio.

Lazio said on Tuesday that they would consider offers for th
year-old defender after he rejected talks on extending his co
beyond June 2005.

Serie Arivals Juventus, AC Milan and Inter Milan have all b|
linked with moves for Stam, but the player ruled out a transfer t
reigning Italian champions.

"If I leave Rome | will only accept a transfer to Milan," he
quoted as saying in Wednesday's La Gazzetta dello Sport.

"I've got the greatest respect for Juventus, but a move

FIFA warns
|hff Leeds over
Viduka

e
e 31-onpon, 20 Feb N FIFA
nthasle warned Leeds Unite
that striker Mark Viduka
ewaiill not be able to play in
0 8wurday's game at Manche
ter United if he falils to join
dbe Australian squad fo
Wednesday's friendly again|
thézaezuela in Caracas.

Late Kubo strike gives Japan
lucky 1-0 win

Satama (Japan), 20 FebN Substitute Tatsuhiko Kubo
snatched an injury-time goal to give Japan a lucky 1-0 win
over Oman in their opening Asian 2006 World Cup qualifier
on Wednesday.

Kubo pounced on a defensive error in the third minute of
stoppage time to spare Japan's blushes after the home side
shad squandered a string of chances, Shunsuke Nakamura
rmissing a first-half penalty in an absorbing Group Three

Slmatch.
Italian-based midfielder Nakamura had a penalty saved

o

doesn't interest me.
"I like the idea of winning some
to bring home a few more medal

n=80TW

Stam.N MNA/Reuters

Lazio recently lost Serbian midfielder Dejan Stankovic to | he t
on a cut-price deal as he was nearing the end of his contract an8@geer Association, it ha
cash-strapped club are keen that the same does not happe

World soccer's ruling bod:
maid in a statement o
Wednesday that following

thing with Milan or Inter. | wa
s before | retire."

neghked the English FA to in
form Leeds of their obligaj
tion to release Viduka for th)

Ireland's Andy Reid (R) challenges Brazil's Cafu during

at Lansdowne Road, Dublin, on 18 Feb, 2004. The game ended in a 0-0drasrneT

match. Viduka had bee
scheduled to fly to Caracd
on Sunday but did not trave
Leeds say the player has
hamstring injury, accordin:
to British media reports.
MNA/Reuters

ntegquest from the Australian

in the 30th minute after Oman defender Khalifa Ayil was
nharshly adjudged to have brought down Naohiro Takahara.
Japan were booed off the pitch at halftime by the crowd
of 60,000 in Saitama and they continued to struggle after the
ginterval in their first World Cup qualifier since 1997.
_ The Asian champions qualified for the 2002 finals
| automatically as co-hosts with South Korea.
g Brazilian-born defender Alex squandered a decent
nopportunity for Japan in the 61st minute, volleying just wide
dromanacute angle after a clever pass from captain Hidetoshi
| Nakata.
a Nakamura was guilty of another glaring miss in the
37Oth minute, firing over from point-blank range after a
knock-down from Kubo.
But with disgruntled fans streaming for the exits, Kubo

w

Pennant's Leeds loan

extended for another month

Lonpon, 20 Feb N
Jermaine Pennant'sloan sp
at Leeds United has been e
tended until March 19, th
struggling Premier Leagul
club said on its web site g
Wednesday. The 21-year-o
winger has been on loan
Elland Road from Arsen
since last August and hg
made 23 appearances fi

tion-threatened Leeds pla

Manchester United at Ol

atelfford on Saturday.
MNA/Reuters

their international friendly m

Leeds, scoring once. Relega-

came to Japan's rescue right at the death, firing a low
left-foot shot past Oman goalkeeper Ali Al-Habsi after an
ill-timed stumble from Ayil.
"We were lucky but we expected a very hard match from
efPman,” said Japan's Brazilian coach Zico.
x- "There are no easy games at this level and Oman put us
e under enormous pressure in midfield. But the players were
ementally very strong and kept battling right to the end."
n Oman coach Milan Macala bemoaned his team's luck
Idafter a brave display in freezing conditions.
gt "What a mistake," shrugged the CzechMMA/Reuters

s Philippines awarded swimming

" gold medal from S-E-A Games

y Hanor, 20 FebN Two months after the close of the South-

d East Asian Games in Vietnam, the Philippines was awarded
a gold medal for the men's 4x200 metres freestyle relay
swimming event, a Viethamese sports official said here on

South Korea beat spirited Lebanon
in opening qualifier

Suwon (South Korea), 20 FebN Cha Du-ri and C
Byung-kuk scored with close-range headers to secure S
Korea a 2-0 win over Lebanon in their opening World G
qualifier on Wednesday.

South Korea, who became the first Asian team to re
the World Cup semifinals in 2002, faced a tougher task
many had anticipated in seeing off a spirited Lebanon t
on a cold clear night at the Suwon Stadium.

For most of the first half Lebanon team defended we|
numbers and they could even have taken the lead in the
minute when they were awarded a penalty for a pus
South Korea captain Kim Tae-young on Mahmoud Chah

Butto the relief of most of the 28,425 crowd, South Kore
goalkeeper Lee Won-jae guessed correctly, diving to his
to save from Mohammad Kassas. The save roused the

fans and two minutes later South Korea went ahead when

Germany-based striker Cha Du-ri scored with a glan
header from a cross whipped in by Lee Young-pyo.

The home side increasingly took control and fi
minutes into the second half, centre back Cho Byung-|
made it 2-0 when he headed home from Park Ji-su
swinging corner.

Vietnam whitewashes Maldives
4-0 in World Cup qualifier

0 Hanoi, 20 FebN Vietnam crushed the Maldives 4-0
08%06 World Cup Asian Zone qualifying match at the
Uinh National Stadium here on Wednesday.

aﬁhan Van Tai Em scored the opening goal from nearl
hﬁ'fétres away. The host doubled its lead four minutes |
FHth a header by striker Nguyen Minh Hai from a Tr
Truong Giang pass.

lin Phan Van Tai Em scored his second goal of the m

Wednesday.

The gold medal was originally given to the Malaysian
team due to a technical mistake associated with the race
timing, said SEA Games Organizing Committee member
"Ngo Chi Thanh.

MY “\we have re-examined and determined it was the clock's
mistake," said Thanh.

Eight minutes into the match, Viethamese half-back

CK Asa result, the Malaysian team receives the silver medal,
ngapore takes the bronze and the bronze medal originally

Eﬁharded to the Thai team, is withdrawn, he said.

" The medal boosted the Philippines' gold medal tally to 49,

six ahead of Malaysia. Vietnam hosted the SEA Games for the

5t time from December 5-13 last year. MiNA/Reuters

14%{0

vent into the left high corner of the goal.

fas In the 77th minute, Pham Van Quyen sealed the vici
'98 vietnam by converting a penalty kick after a Maldivj
ﬁﬁé@er fouled Le Van Truong.

X Portuguese coach of the Maldives team, Man
¥bncalves Gomes said he was not surprised at the reg
all. "Vietham has recently made great progress. Maldi
me here for learning,” said Gomes. Vietnam will p
kV_I banon on March 31 and South Korea on June 19 fq
n%?oup Seven round robin play. MNA/Xinhua

<
D

MNA/Reuters

De La Hoya to face Hopkins for

middleweight crown

New York, 20 FebN Oscar De La Hoya is looking t
move up a weight division and take on Bernard Hopkins
the world middleweight title in a big money bout this fg

Unable to work out a deal with Felix Trinidad or Sha
Mosley, De La Hoya has turned his attention to Hopk
(43-2-1, 31 knockouts), the undisputed middleweight ch

China beat Kuwait 1-0 in
World Cup Asian qualifier

GuanazHou (South China), 20 FebNA second-half head
by veteran striker Hao Haidong handed China a 1-0 vic

fywalifier here on Wednesday.

Il. Hao, who had played a pivotal role in China's qualifi
rion to the 2002 World Cup, reaffirmed his place in the te
ias he headed home a right cross from midfielder Wei Xi
the 75th minute.

pion, for a fight that could come as early as September 18The match turned sour thereafter as the Kuwaiti pla;

"Bernard Hopkins is very, very dangerous," De La Hogat ill- tempered and committed many fouls. Fah
told Tuesday's Los Angeles Times. “I'm not doing this|féi-Hamad was sent off in the closing moments for spitt
the money. I'm doing it for history. This guy (Hopkins)|iat Chinese defender Li Weifeng on his face.

strong, an animal. | know I'm in deep water."

China coach Arie Haan, who had vowed to beat

No contracts have yet been signed but the LA Times|déidvaiti opponents by at least two goals, said he
De La Hoya would tune up for Hopkins with a June 5 bosatisfied with the result. OMy players have done a goo
against World Boxing Organization champion Felix Sturin the match,O said the Dutchman at the post-match

of Germany.NMNA/Reuters

conference.NMNA/Xinhua

cover Kuwait in their 2006 World Cup Asian opening

Trthe 58th minute after his teammates had a series of tactful
rdination just around the goal area. His powerful shot

ory
es

uel
ult at
es
ay
rits

er
ory

ca-
am
nin

ers
ad
ng

his

&sance's Louis Saha (L) celebrates with team-mate Zinedine
d joldlane (R) after scoring against Belgium during their
Priegsrnational friendly match at King Baudouin Stadium,
Brussels on 18 Feb, 2004 INTERNET
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WEATHER

Friday, 20 February, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, except for the light rain has been isolated
in Kachin State, weather has been generally fair in the whole
country. Night temperatures were (3;C) to (40C) below normal in
Yangon, Mandalay and Ayeyawady Divisions, Chin and Rakhine
States, (30C) to (40C) above normal in upper Sagaing and Bago
Divisions and Mon State and about normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 19-2-2004 was 36.5;C (98jF).
Minimum temperature on 20-2-2004 was 17.5;C (64F). Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 20-2-2004 was 68%. Total sunshine
hours on 19-2-2004 was (8.7) hours approx. Rainfall on 20-2-2004
was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total
rainfall since 1-1-2004 wa8 mm (0.12 inch) at Yangon Airport
andnil at Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Maximum wind speed
at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) wakd mph fromWestat 22:30) hours
MST on19-2-2004.

Bay inference:Weather is partly cloudy in Andaman Sea and
Souty Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 21-2-2004solated light rain
are likely in Kachin and Northern Shan States, upper Sagaing,
Mandalay and Taninthayi Divisions and weather will be partly
cloudy in Mon State, Yangon, Ayeyawady and Bago Divisions and
fair in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two daysisolated rain are likely in
Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
21-2-2004:Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for 21-2 -
2004:Fair weather.

Weather outlook for the third weekend of February 2004:
During the coming weekend, weather will be generally fair in
Yangon and Mandalay Divisions.
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses meeting on Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy Implementation Steering @ommittee.N

Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy
Implementation Steering Committee meets

Y ancon, 20 Feb N Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekonggreed to extend bilateral economic cooperation with Thedn of the discussions. Sector-wise discussions are invited
Economic Cooperation Strategy Implementation Steerilagnd. The agreement covers the relocation of manufacturiog expeditious realization of agreements that serves the
Committee held a meeting at Zeyathiri Beikman |dndustries of Thailand, transport facilitation between| thieterest of both countries.

Konmyinttha, here at 4.30

pm today.

two countries, further development of border areas| and Secretary of the Steering Committee Minister for For-

Speaking at the meeting, the Steering Committee Chadising of the standard of living, and industrial and infraign Affairs U Win Aung reported to the meeting on the
man Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt said thadtructure development. Thus, speedy realization of the agidganmar-Thai economic cooperation project to implement
Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperatiarent is required.
Strategy was approved at the Summit Meeting on EconpmicYesterday, a Thai delegation led by Minister for Indus- The ministers and the deputy ministers presented sector-
Cooperation Strategy among Cambodia, Laos, Myanntararrived in Yangon, and discussed with Myanmar couwise implementation and future programmes.
and Thailand, hosted by Myanmar in Bagan in Novemberparts the relocation of manufacturing industries, trade The Prime Minister looked into their requirements.
and economic development, tourism promotion, industrial Also presentwere member of the State Peace and Devel-

The meeting has also agreed to promote econpraie energy sectors, construction of deep-sea port in Dawpment Council Lt-Gen Maung Bo, the Yangon mayor,
cooperation among the four countries and between #re speedy implementation of Dawei-Kanchanaburi foadficials of the State Peace and Development Council Of-
respective two countries. At the meeting, Myanmar |hityanmar will have to help facilitate the swift materializefice, heads of department and officials.MiNA

2003.

the Bagan Declaration and the tasks of the ACMECS.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives Honourable

Minister for Industries & Public Enterprises of Assam
Yancon, 20 Feb N Prime Minister of the Union ¢fBrig-Gen Pyi Sone, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Win

Myanmar General Khin Nyunt received Honourable

imung, Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win and Director-

ister for Industries and Public Enterprises, GovernmenitGéneral Thura U Aung Htet of the Protocol Department.

Assam Mr Bhubneswar Kalita and party at Zeyathiri The Indian Minister and party were accompanied by

Beikman on Konmyinttha at 4 pm today. Indian Ambassador Mr Rajiv Kumar Bhatia.
Also present at the call were Minister for Commerce

Commander attends coord meeting of Yangon Division
Development Affairs Committee

-tween rural and urban

MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets Mr
Bhubneswar Kalita, Honourable Minister for Industri
and Public Enterprises, Government of Assanmu

Y ANGON,

the meeting hall of the co

20 FebN, Council Lt-Col Myint Kyi,
Yangon Division Developt Director of Yangon Division erate with respective tow!
ment Affairs Committee helt Development Affairs Comy ship authorities in carryin
the coordination meeting tomittee U Kyan Taing out development tasks inof Yangon City municipal

upgrade development tasksisaung, Divisional Super-accord with the motto of thearea are connecting with 33
for 2003-2004 fiscal year atintending Engineer U Nyunt Ministry for Progress of Bor+ interior townships, con-

-Maung San of Public Works, der Areas and National Raceserted efforts are to be made
mittee in Thanlyin at 11.3pChairman of Yangon Southand Development Affairg for enabling respective
amtoday, attended by ChajrDistrict Peace and Develo
man of Yangon Division ment Council Lt-Col Aung quickly be developed. At teristics, he said. Next, the
Peace and DevelopmepPyay, township authorities present, the Governmenthasommander stressed the
Council Commander of and executive officers.
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe. Also presentgave a speech, saying thatasks with a view to narrow- of the city municipal area in
were No 1 Military Region township development e

ecutive officers are to coo|

-regions, he added.
As 12 outside townships

-that towns and villages musttowns to have town charac-
laid down and is implement-need to strive for develop-
First, the commandering five rural development ment of outside townships

-ing the development gap be- (See page 8)

Commander Col Tun Kyi
esSecretary of Yangon Divi
sion Peace and Developme

Bangkok-hased drug liaison officers view opium-substitute

cultivation an
Yancon, 20 Feb N
Drug Liaison Officers be
ing attached to Bangkok
based UN Drug and Crim
nal Office and embassig
and senior officers of Tha
Drug Control Committeg
Office went on one-day tri
to view Yaungkha Village
All-round Developmen
tasks in Monghsat Distric
Shan State (East) a
opium-substitute coffee an
tea plantations in Wa regiq
via Maesai-Tachilek on 1
February. On 17 Februal
morning, Joint-Secretary
Central Committee for Dru

d development works in Shan State

Hkam Aung and official§ The guests viewed the pr
-welcomed the excursiopmary school, the hospitg
-group at the border bridge.and water availability in the
sThey went to 1,000 acres ofvillage.

iopium-substitute coffe The excursion grou
> plantations and 400 acres pfncluded Doitung Projec
p Woolon tea in LwehsanhsonExecutive Director-Generg
region where officials of the Mr Disnadda Diskul,
local national organization UNODC Regional Directol
,conducted the guests roundvir Akira Hujino, Deputy
dhe plantations. Secretary-General of Th
d Afterwards, the guestsDrug Control Committee
nproceeded to Yaungkha All-Ms Rasamee Vistavet, dry
7round Development Model liaison officers from 18
Willage being jointly imple-| countries and DEA, IN
fmented by Myanmar andTERPOL officers totalling
g Thailand under the drug136.N MNA

Abuse Control Police Cof elimination programme|
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Lt-Gen Maung Bo and wife being welcomed at the reception Friday by Russian
Military AttachZ Col Victor S Timoshkov and wife at the reception of Armed Forces
Day of the Russian Federatidhvna



